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‭Fiscal Year 2025‬
‭Mahoning County Interagency Agreement‬

‭BETWEEN‬

‭ESC of Eastern Ohio‬

‭Austintown Local Schools‬

‭Boardman Local Schools‬

‭Campbell City Schools‬

‭Canfield Local Schools‬

‭Jackson-Milton Local Schools‬

‭Lowellville Local Schools‬

‭Poland Local Schools‬

‭Sebring Local Schools‬

‭South Range Local Schools‬

‭Springfield Local Schools‬

‭Struthers City Schools‬

‭West Branch Local Schools‬

‭Western Reserve Local Schools‬

‭Youngstown City Schools‬

‭Alta Head Start & Early Head Start‬

‭Mahoning County Family and Children First Council‬

‭Mahoning County Board of Developmental Disabilities‬

‭Potential Development Program‬
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‭Regarding‬
‭Provision of Services for Children with Disabilities from Birth through Age Five‬

‭INTRODUCTION‬

‭This agreement is a “work in progress” recognized by all parties.  The agreement has been written in accordance with the requirements‬
‭for the‬‭Operating Standards for Ohio’s Schools Serving‬‭Children with Disabilities‬‭(October 8, 2022).‬ ‭According‬‭to 3301-51-11 D (2),‬
‭each school district shall annually review interagency agreements with all partners to ensure a free appropriate public education‬
‭(FAPE) is provided to all preschool children who are eligible for special education services between the ages of three through five‬
‭residing in the school district. At a minimum, agreements with the following partners are required:‬

‭(a)‬ ‭"Head Start" programs within the school district's service delivery area that provide for:‬
‭(i) Service coordination for preschool children who are eligible for special education services, three through five‬
‭years of age, in a manner consistent with the state interagency agreement for service coordination with "Head‬
‭Start"; and‬
‭(ii) Transition of children eligible for special education and related services as a preschool child at age three.‬

‭(b)‬ ‭The county agency responsible for "Part C Early Intervention" delivery system that provides for the transition of‬
‭children from Early Intervention services to preschool special education and related services at age three in a‬
‭manner consistent with the state interagency‬‭agreement for service coordination with "Head Start." The‬
‭agreement must include, but is not limited to, the following requirements:‬
‭(i) A process by which strategies are evaluated for effectiveness and appropriate revisions to the agreement are‬
‭made;‬
‭(ii) A process by which "Early Intervention" refers any child who is forty-five days or fewer from his or her‬
‭third birthday and is suspected of having a disability. A child referred to the district fortyfive days or fewer from‬
‭his or her third  birthday must have an evaluation completed within sixty days of parental consent for‬
‭evaluation, but an individualized education program (IEP) is not required by his or her third birthday;‬
‭(iii) Shared responsibilities for evaluating any child suspected of having a disability referred to "Early‬
‭Intervention" at least forty-six days before his or her third birthday but not more than ninety days before his or‬
‭her third birthday;‬
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‭(iv) Shared responsibilities for child find, including locating, evaluating, and identifying children with‬
‭disabilities birth through age five; and‬
‭(v) Timelines and processes for sharing information about any child who may be transitioning as a Page 7‬
‭preschool child eligible for special education services from "Early Intervention" services to special education‬
‭and related services.‬

‭(c)‬ ‭Agencies within the school districts service delivery‬‭area providing special education services (e.g. county‬
‭boards of developmental disabilities, education service centers) for identification, service delivery,‬
‭and funding to adequately serve preschool children who are eligible for special education services three through‬
‭five years of age. The agreement must include, but is not limited to, the following requirements:‬
‭(i) A process by which strategies are evaluated for effectiveness and appropriate revisions to the agreement are‬
‭made;‬
‭(ii) Shared responsibilities for evaluating any child suspected of having a disability;‬
‭(iii) Shared responsibilities for child find, including locating, evaluating, and identifying children with‬
‭disabilities; and‬
‭(iv) Timelines and processes for sharing information about any child who may be transitioning as a preschool‬
‭child into special education services.‬

‭The following Mahoning County agencies and school districts identified representatives to work together on developing this‬
‭comprehensive agreement.  All stakeholders were invited to each meeting and were kept informed of the progress on writing the‬
‭agreement:‬

‭●‬‭Educational Service Center of Eastern Ohio‬ ‭* State Support Team - Region 5‬
‭●‬‭Youngstown City Schools‬ ‭* Mahoning County Family and Children First Council‬
‭●‬‭West Branch Local Schools‬
‭●‬‭Potential Development‬ ‭* Alta Head Start & Early Head Start‬

‭●‬‭Mahoning County Board of Developmental Disabilities / Early Intervention‬

‭VISION‬

‭We recognize that a transition from early intervention to an early childhood or other program is a major event in a child’s life. The‬
‭intent of this agreement is to promote a seamless service delivery system at this transition stage for young children and their families.‬
‭It is our intent that this agreement will be family-focused, will reduce the anxiety of children and families facing this transition, and‬
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‭increase collaboration among those providing services. This agreement will establish predictable guidelines to follow. Our‬
‭commitment is to keep each other well-informed, to avoid duplication of effort, to close gaps in service delivery, and to ensure that the‬
‭needs and aspirations of families are at the center of each child’s transition.‬

‭In Ohio we believe that families are at the heart of the transition process. It is important for families to be seen as a resource for‬
‭programs both with knowledge of their child and as a partner.‬

‭UPDATING OF AGREEMENT‬

‭This cooperative agreement will be shared at least twice annually at the county special education coordinator meetings for review and‬
‭comment. All stakeholders will be invited to review the agreement at least four times per year (September 10, 2024, November 12,‬
‭2024,  February 11, 2025, May 13, 2025)‬‭Updates will‬‭be made as needed.  The agreement is signed a‬‭nd submitted‬‭annually. Any‬
‭disputes that arise among the agencies that are parties to this agreement will be resolved through meetings of representatives.  If this is‬
‭not possible, the agency representative will take the dispute to their Director. If an agreement cannot be reached at this level, the‬
‭Director will take the issue to the Superintendent.  Any party has the right to terminate this agreement by providing a 30 day notice of‬
‭termination. In the event that the county agreement is terminated, the party will negotiate their own agreement between the required‬
‭agencies.‬
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‭CHILD FIND and IDENTIFICATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES‬

‭Local Education Agency (LEA)‬ ‭Early Head Start / Head Start‬ ‭Early Intervention (EI)‬
‭The Local Education Agency (LEA) is responsible for‬
‭assuring the provision of a free appropriate public education‬
‭(FAPE) for all children with disabilities between the ages of‬
‭three and twenty-one for whom the LEA is the child’s school‬
‭district of residence.‬

‭The LEA will work in cooperation with Early Intervention‬
‭(EI) service providers and Head Start to identify, locate and‬
‭evaluate children suspected as needing special education‬
‭and related services.‬

‭An LEA that contracts with the  Educational Service Center of‬
‭Eastern Ohio(ESCEO)‬‭to provide multi- factored evaluations‬
‭will forward their quarterly EI report to the ESCEO Preschool‬
‭Psychologist within a week of receipt.‬

‭The LEA must make provisions for their process in finding,‬
‭identifying and serving children who are in need of special‬
‭education and related services for highly mobile, homeless‬
‭and migrant children.‬

‭The LEA will provide EI and Head Start‬ ‭with current contact‬
‭information for the Superintendents, Special Education‬
‭Directors, Preschool Psychologist and/or district transition‬
‭representatives.‬

‭●‬ ‭at the beginning of each school year‬
‭●‬ ‭updates, as needed, throughout the year‬

‭Head Start will work in cooperation with Early Intervention‬
‭(EI) service providers and the Local Education Agency‬
‭(LEA) to identify, locate and evaluate children who are‬
‭suspected as needing special education and related services.‬

‭Head Start will assist the family in completing a referral to‬
‭the LEA special education representative, or EI when the‬
‭child is under age 3.‬

‭Head Start will participate in the Child Count/Child Find‬
‭plan under Part B of IDEA through recruitment activities‬
‭that reach out to parents, community agencies, and health‬
‭care providers to offer Head Start services to children with‬
‭disabilities in cooperation with the LEA.‬

‭Child Count/Child Find forms will be sent to the‬
‭Superintendents and the district Special Education‬
‭Directors by June‬‭30th of each calendar year.‬

‭Head Start will notify the LEA as soon as possible when a‬
‭child with an IEP has moved into their district from another‬
‭district or from out of state.‬

‭Bright Beginnings is responsible for maintaining a coordinated‬
‭and comprehensive child find system for children birth to three‬
‭that includes public awareness and outreach activities.  All‬
‭infants and toddlers with a suspected delay or disability will be‬
‭referred to the State’s referral system.  Children less than 45‬
‭days from their 3rd birthday or older will be referred directly to‬
‭the Local Education Agency LEA with parental consent.‬

‭Early Intervention (EI) service providers funded by the County‬
‭Board will work cooperatively with the LEA and Head Start to‬
‭locate, evaluate, and identify children with disabilities birth‬
‭through five.‬

‭With parental consent, the EI Contract Manager will send‬
‭quarterly reports to the LEA by‬‭August 1st and November‬‭1st‬
‭February 1st, May 11st,  th‬‭at includes the names,‬‭addresses and‬
‭birthdates of all children residing in the district with‬
‭developmental delays and disabilities who have a current IFSP‬
‭and will be turning 3 within the next 12 months.‬
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‭TRANSITION‬
‭Local Education Agency (LEA)‬ ‭Early Head Start/Head Start‬ ‭Early Intervention (EI)‬

‭The Local Education Agency (LEA) will provide Early‬
‭Intervention (EI)‬‭and Head Start‬‭with current contact‬
‭information for all special education coordinators and‬
‭transition representatives.‬

‭●‬ ‭at the beginning of each school year‬
‭●‬ ‭updates, as needed, throughout the year‬

‭The LEA will be notified of any child needing a Transition‬
‭Planning Conference (TPC), if the family provides consent to‬
‭share information with the LEA.‬

‭The district representative will participate in the Transition‬
‭Planning Conference (TPC) upon invitation by EI, and‬
‭implement appropriate procedures to support children's‬
‭transitions into preschool settings as prescribed in rule‬
‭3301-51-11(D)(1) of the Administrative Code.‬

‭If a disability is not suspected, the district representative‬
‭provides parents with PR-01 indicating such.  The family will‬
‭be informed of other options for preschool for typically‬
‭developing children through a county brochure. Those options‬
‭may include:‬

‭●‬ ‭Head Start‬
‭●‬ ‭Church and Community Preschools‬
‭●‬ ‭Home Based Child Care‬
‭●‬ ‭District and/or Educational Service Center program‬

‭The district representative may use the‬‭Preschool‬‭Transition‬
‭Part C to B Option Form‬‭to meet indicator 12 requirements.‬

‭Early Head Start will work closely with Early Intervention (EI)‬
‭Service Coordinators, families and the LEA in the  transition‬
‭process.‬

‭Head Start staff will participate with other county programs in‬
‭creating a brochure for the Local Education Agency (LEA) to‬
‭share with families at the Transition Planning Conference (TPC).‬

‭Head Start will participate, at family request, in transition‬
‭conferences for children entering kindergarten.‬

‭Early Head Start will provide EI with consent from the‬
‭parent/guardian to be invited in the transition from Part C to Part‬
‭B process.‬

‭Current screenings, assessments, etc. completed by Head Start‬
‭when the child attends the Early Head Start program will be‬
‭included in the consideration.‬

‭The family’s Early Intervention (EI) Service Coordinator‬
‭will support the family through the transition process.‬

‭●‬ ‭Formal transition planning takes place between‬
‭9 months and 90 days before the child’s 3rd‬
‭birthday.‬

‭●‬ ‭At least one transition outcome will be‬
‭developed  in the Individualized Family Service‬
‭Plan (IFSP) for all children after 27 months of‬
‭age.w‬

‭●‬ ‭The transition outcome(s) shall include the steps‬
‭and services needed to support the smooth‬
‭transition of the child and family into preschool‬
‭services or another setting identified by the‬
‭family.‬

‭The transition Planning Conference (TPC) will be held no‬
‭later than 90 days and not earlier than 9 months prior to‬
‭the child’s 3rd birthday; in most situations this will occur‬
‭between 120 and 90 days.‬

‭●‬ ‭The EI Service Coordinator and parent shall‬
‭identify the participants to be invited to the‬
‭TPC.  The EI Service Coordinators will discuss‬
‭with the parents including Head Start in the TPC‬
‭meeting if the child is currently enrolled or they‬
‭are planning to enroll.‬

‭●‬ ‭The EI Service Coordinator shall send written‬
‭timely notice of the scheduled date of the TPC‬
‭to the identified participants, including the‬
‭parents.‬

‭●‬ ‭The Local Education Agency (LEA), as‬
‭determined by State Student Identification‬
‭(SSID) information, shall be invited to the TPC‬
‭with parent consent.‬

‭●‬ ‭The designated preschool psychologist for the‬
‭LEA will be invited, with district approval.‬

‭When a child is suspected of having a disability as defined‬
‭by Part B of IDEA at the TPC, a copy of the IFSP will be‬
‭forwarded to the LEA, with parent consent.  The EI-13‬
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‭formal invitation to the TPC meeting will be shared no‬
‭earlier than 10 days prior to the scheduled TPC meeting.‬

‭●‬ ‭At the TPC, the participants will review and‬
‭update the IFSP.  This will include a discussion‬
‭of the child’s present levels of development, and‬
‭the sequence of activities that will ensure a‬
‭smooth transition by age 3.‬

‭●‬ ‭The EI Service Coordinator will work with the‬
‭LEA in assisting the family in gathering‬
‭information needed for enrollment and/or‬
‭verification of residency in the LEA, following‬
‭foster care and/or homeless rules as applicable.‬
‭May include:‬

‭○‬ ‭Proof of address (often two methods)‬
‭○‬ ‭Birth certificate‬
‭○‬ ‭Parent’s drivers license‬

‭If the parent chooses not to include the LEA at the TPC,‬
‭or the child is not suspected of having a disability, the Part‬
‭C system will share other public preschool, Head Start,‬
‭and other community settings for the family to consider.‬
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‭DIFFERENTIATED REFERRAL PROCESS‬
‭Local Education Agency (LEA)‬ ‭Early Head Start/Head Start‬ ‭Early Intervention (EI)‬

‭The Local Education Agency (LEA) will provide Early‬
‭Intervention (EI)‬‭and Head Start‬‭with current contact‬
‭information for all special education coordinators and‬
‭transition representatives.‬

‭●‬ ‭at the beginning of each school year‬
‭●‬ ‭updates, as needed, throughout the year‬

‭The LEA will accept referrals from, but not limited to,‬
‭community agencies, physicians and parents. These referrals‬
‭can be in the form of:‬

‭●‬ ‭Phone call‬
‭●‬ ‭Letter‬
‭●‬ ‭Electronic communication‬
‭●‬ ‭Face-to-face contact‬
‭●‬ ‭Referral for Evaluation form (PR-04)‬

‭“Referral” means the date the public school district or‬
‭community school receives a parent’s, school district’s, or‬
‭other educational agency’s request for an initial evaluation as‬
‭described in rule 3301-51-01 (B)(53) of the Administrative‬
‭Code.‬

‭Once the referral is received, the LEA will assist the family in‬
‭providing the following information‬‭:‬

‭●‬ ‭Verification of residency‬
‭●‬ ‭Information necessary to create a Statewide Student‬

‭Identifier (SSID)‬

‭The LEA of residence will, within 30 days of receipt of a‬
‭request for an evaluation from either a parent of a child or a‬
‭public agency, either:‬

‭●‬ ‭obtain parental consent for an initial evaluation, or‬
‭●‬ ‭provide to the parents, in  prior written notice‬

‭(PR-01) stating that the school district does not‬
‭suspect a disability and will not be conducting an‬
‭evaluation.‬

‭●‬ ‭procedural safeguards will also be provided to the‬
‭family‬

‭In accordance with individual agency requirements, with‬
‭consent, the LEA will provide requisition referral outcome‬
‭documentation.‬

‭Head Start will ensure that each child has a current physical‬
‭exam, and screen each child in the areas of speech and‬
‭language, occupational therapy screening, vision , hearing,‬
‭growth and development within the first 45 days of‬
‭enrollment.‬

‭If screenings indicate a need for further evaluation, Head‬
‭Start will meet with the family to discuss a referral to the‬
‭LEA. Head Start will complete an authorization for referral‬
‭form with the family and consent to release, request and‬
‭receive information between the district and Head Start.‬

‭The parent has the right to decline the referral. If the parent‬
‭declines the referral, the form is placed in the child’s file‬
‭and Head Start will continue to monitor and support the‬
‭child’s development.‬

‭If the parent accepts the referral, Head Start will provide a‬
‭letter of referral and submit it to the appropriate LEA‬
‭within the next business day.‬

‭Head Start will provide assistance to families throughout‬
‭the referral and enrollment process.‬

‭The referring agency will request and provide consent to‬
‭the LEA regarding the referral outcome documentation.‬

‭The Early Intervention Service Coordinator will coordinate a‬
‭Transition Planning Conference (TPC) for children with a‬
‭current Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) at least 90 days‬
‭prior to the child’s third birthday.‬

‭●‬ ‭The Local Education Agency (LEA) will be invited,‬
‭with parent consent, for those children suspected of‬
‭needing special education services.‬

‭●‬ ‭The service coordinators will discuss with the parents‬
‭including Head Start or community age in the TPC‬
‭meeting if the child is currently enrolled or they are‬
‭planning to enroll.‬

‭●‬ ‭The parent has the right to decline the referral to the‬
‭LEA.‬

‭Any child referred to EI 46-90 days before his//her 3rd birthday‬
‭shall be assigned a Service Coordinator. If the child is‬
‭determined eligible, with parent consent, the initial Individual‬
‭Family Service Plan (IFSP) meeting will be held in conjunction‬
‭with the TPC.‬

‭Any child referred to EI  with a suspected delay 45 days or less‬
‭from her/his 3rd birthday shall be referred directly to the LEA,‬
‭and/or other community programs, with parent consent.‬

‭●‬ ‭The child shall be entered into EI  as a referral and‬
‭exited as a referral outcome that identifies that the‬
‭child was referred directly to the LEA.‬
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‭EVALUATION and ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION‬
‭Local Education Agency (LEA)‬ ‭Early Head Start/Head Start‬ ‭Early Intervention (EI)‬

‭If a disability is suspected at the TPC based on information‬
‭collected from EI and/or Head Start or other community‬
‭programming, the LEA will proceed with the following‬
‭transition activities that will not hinder the timeline for‬
‭evaluation and Individual Education Plan (IEP) development:‬

‭●‬ ‭Gathering LEA requirements for LEA enrollment‬
‭that at minimum include:‬

‭○‬ ‭Proof of address‬
‭○‬ ‭Birth certificate‬
‭○‬ ‭The LEA and/or the EI Service‬

‭Coordinator will assist the family in‬
‭providing the above information,‬
‭following foster care and/or homeless‬
‭rules as applicable.‬

‭●‬ ‭Provide procedural safeguards‬
‭●‬ ‭Explain the evaluation process‬

‭●‬ ‭Complete special education forms‬
‭○‬ ‭PR-04 (referral for evaluation)‬
‭○‬ ‭Planning for evaluation form‬
‭○‬ ‭PR-05 (parental consent)‬
‭○‬ ‭PR-01 (prior written notice)‬

‭The LEA Special Education Coordinator and/or the school‬
‭psychologist will develop an evaluation plan addressing‬
‭requirements of the Operating Standards for Ohio’s Schools‬
‭Serving Children with Disabilities (3301-51).  Eligibility‬
‭criteria for special education and related services will be‬
‭determined according to state requirements described in the‬
‭Operating Standards.‬

‭When children are referred 46-90 days prior to their 3rd‬
‭birthday, Early Intervention (EI)  and the Local Education‬
‭Agency (LEA) shall cooperatively determine eligibility for‬
‭Part C and Part B services and supports.‬ ‭If a part‬‭C child‬
‭turns 3 years old over the summer, the district must ensure‬
‭that the transition process takes place according to established‬
‭state timelines.‬

‭The LEA must ensure that sufficient resources are available to‬
‭conduct evaluations during the summer months.‬

‭Head Start will provide to the LEA documentation of‬
‭evaluations and observations for those children enrolled in‬
‭Head Start and having a suspected disability.‬

‭Head Start will provide ongoing support to parents during‬
‭the evaluation process with a signed release.‬

‭Head start will attempt to provide as many over-income‬
‭slots (up to 10%) as possible for children with IEPs.‬

‭Parents have the right to consent or refuse evaluation and‬
‭services.‬

‭When children are referred 46-90 days prior to their 3rd‬
‭birthday, Early Intervention (EI)  and the Local Education‬
‭Agency (LEA) shall cooperatively determine eligibility for Part‬
‭C and Part B services and supports, including the use of one of‬
‭the evaluation tools required by the Ohio Department of‬
‭Developmental Disabilities (DODD) and accomplished within‬
‭the 45 days required by federal law.‬

‭●‬ ‭The parent may choose to consent or decline an‬
‭evaluation through EI.‬

‭●‬ ‭If the child is determined to be eligible for both EI‬
‭Part C and Part B services and supports, the parent‬
‭may choose to begin EI Part C services through an‬
‭Individualized Family Service Plan ( IFSP) or begin‬
‭Part B services when the child turns 3 years old.‬

‭●‬ ‭An exception can be made for a child who will turn 3‬
‭years old by October 31st  and is eligible for Part B‬
‭services and supports. This child may begin receiving‬
‭Part B services and supports in a program that begins‬
‭late summer or fall if the IEP team, which includes‬
‭the parents, agrees.‬

‭●‬ ‭A child receiving Part B services is no longer eligible‬
‭to receive Part C services.‬

‭●‬ ‭If the parent chooses to begin EI Part C services and‬
‭later transitions to Part B services when the child‬
‭turns 3 years old, an IFSP shall be written within the‬
‭45 day timeline and EI Part C services shall begin‬
‭within 30 days of the parent signature on the IFSP.‬

‭With parental consent, when children are referred to EI from‬
‭birth to 33 months, they will be evaluated and/or assessed to‬
‭determine eligibility and/or need for service within 45 days of‬
‭program referral in  accordance with EI rule.  EI evaluations and‬
‭assessment results will be shared with the LEA and Head Start‬
‭with parental consent.‬
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‭If it is determined by the team that the child is a preschooler‬
‭with a disability, an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) shall‬
‭be developed.  Parents have the right to accept or to refuse‬
‭evaluations and services.‬

‭The LEA will provide Head Start with the eligibility category‬
‭as well as Individual Education Program (IEP) upon‬
‭completion of written parental consent.‬

‭No single source of information shall be used to determine if a‬
‭preschool child is eligible or not eligible for special education‬
‭and related services. Eligibility for special education and‬
‭related services as a preschool child shall be determined on‬
‭the basis of multiple sources of information, including, but not‬
‭limited to:‬

‭●‬ ‭information from Part C for children transitioning‬
‭from early intervention services‬

‭●‬ ‭structured observations in more than one setting and‬
‭in multiple activities‬

‭●‬ ‭information provided by the parent or caregiver‬
‭●‬ ‭Criterion-referenced and norm referenced‬

‭evaluations.‬
‭●‬ ‭observations from the child’s general education‬

‭teacher‬

‭Based on the variety of sources of information, a group of‬
‭qualified professionals and the parent of the child shall‬
‭determine if the child has a disability and is eligible for‬
‭special education services.‬

‭The LEA is to consider the provision of extended school year‬
‭(ESY) services for children transitioning from EI during the‬
‭late spring and summer months. Information gathered to‬
‭determine eligibility and child progress data from EI can, and‬
‭should be used, to implement the Individual Education Plan‬
‭(IEP) and provide Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).‬
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‭INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP) DEVELOPMENT‬
‭Local Education Agency (LEA)‬ ‭Early Head Start/Head Start‬ ‭Early Intervention (EI)‬

‭An Individual Education Program (IEP) will be developed in‬
‭accordance with Operating Standards for Ohio's Schools‬
‭Serving Children with Disabilities.‬

‭If the child is determined eligible for special education‬
‭services, the initial IEP must be developed within whichever‬
‭of the following time periods is the shortest as prescribed in‬
‭rule 3301-51-07(K)(2) of the Administrative Code:‬

‭●‬ ‭Within 30 calendar days of the determination that‬
‭the child needs special education and related‬
‭services‬

‭●‬ ‭Within 90 calendar days of receiving parental‬
‭consent for an evaluation;‬

‭●‬ ‭Within 120 calendar days of the receipt of a request‬
‭for an evaluation from a parent or school district.‬

‭For Early Intervention (EI) referred children:‬
‭●‬ ‭The Local Education Agency (LEA) will invite EI‬

‭Service Coordinator, Head Start, and Primary‬
‭Service Provider to the initial IEP meeting at the‬
‭request of the parent.‬

‭●‬ ‭The IEP meeting and implementation of services‬
‭will occur on or before the child’s third birthday.‬
‭Services must start before the child’s 3rd birthday if‬
‭their birthday falls on a weekend or break (including‬
‭summer and holidays).‬

‭●‬ ‭If the team, including the parent, agrees to‬
‭implement the IEP after the third birthday due to‬
‭the birthday falling on a  weekend, holiday, summer‬
‭or break the non-compliance code 05(parent choice)‬
‭will be selected and the decision will be noted in the‬
‭PR-01.‬

‭●‬ ‭The LEA is to consider the provision of extended‬
‭school year (ESY) services for children‬
‭transitioning from EI information gathered to‬
‭determine eligibility and child progress data from EI‬
‭can, and should be used, to implement the‬
‭Individual Education Plan (IEP) and provide Free‬
‭Appropriate Public Education (FAPE).‬

‭●‬ ‭When a child turns 3 years old by October 31 and is‬
‭eligible for Part B services and supports, he/she may‬

‭With parent consent, Head Start shall provide input for‬
‭developing an IEP for a child enrolled in Head Start who‬
‭has been determined to be eligible for Special Education‬
‭and Related Services.‬

‭With parent consent, the EI Service Coordinator and Related‬
‭Service Providers may participate in the initial IEP meeting.‬

‭EI will share information and/or documentation that may‬
‭support ESY services. They will share the level of support‬
‭needed for each child to assist the LEA in determining if ESY is‬
‭needed.‬
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‭begin receiving Part B services and supports prior to‬
‭age 3 in a program that begins late summer or fall if‬
‭the IEP team, which includes the parents, agrees.‬

‭For Head Start:‬
‭●‬ ‭The LEA will invite a Head Start representative to‬

‭the ETR and initial IEP meeting at the request of the‬
‭parent when Head Start is the referring agency.‬

‭●‬ ‭The LEA will invite a Head Start representative to‬
‭the ETR and initial IEP meeting at the request of the‬
‭parent when Head Start is being considered as a‬
‭placement option.‬

‭The LEA will provide a continuum of Least Restrictive‬
‭Environment (LRE) placement and service delivery options to‬
‭be considered by the IEP Team.‬

‭●‬ ‭Decisions will be made based on the individual‬
‭needs of the child.‬

‭●‬ ‭Decisions will be made as a team.‬
‭●‬ ‭Preschool LRE Guiding Questions Document‬

‭The LEA will work collaboratively in determining the most‬
‭appropriate preschool placement and services.  Decisions will‬
‭be made on an individual basis by the IEP Team.‬
‭The LEA will review IEPs at least annually.‬

‭●‬ ‭The LEA will invite a Head Start representative to‬
‭the annual IEP review meeting at the request of the‬
‭parent.‬

‭The LEA will review IEPs at least annually.‬
‭●‬ ‭Head‬ ‭Start‬ ‭will‬ ‭provide‬ ‭the‬ ‭LEA‬ ‭with‬ ‭any‬

‭pertinent‬ ‭review‬ ‭information‬ ‭on‬ ‭children‬ ‭served‬
‭in their program.‬
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‭SERVICE DELIVERY‬
‭Local Education Agency (LEA)‬ ‭Early Head Start/Head Start‬ ‭Early Intervention (EI)‬

‭Each LEA is responsible for assuring a Free Appropriate‬
‭Public Education (FAPE) for preschoolers with‬
‭identified disabilities at no expense to the family.‬

‭●‬ ‭The LEA is, however, not responsible for providing‬
‭all the comprehensive services as defined by the‬
‭Head Start Performance Standards.‬

‭The LEA will provide a continuum of Least Restrictive‬
‭Environment (LRE) placement options in which the child has‬
‭access to the general curriculum and alternative service‬
‭delivery options. These may include center based‬
‭programming and itinerant services.‬

‭Placement is the culmination of the Individual Education Plan‬
‭(IEP) process.‬

‭The LEA is to consider the provision of extended school year‬
‭(ESY) services for children transitioning from EI during the‬
‭late spring and summer months based on the data presented.‬

‭In order to consider extended school year, data collected must‬
‭be linked to a service provider in section 7 of the IEP.‬

‭When a child turns 3 years old by October 31st  and is eligible‬
‭for Part B services and supports, he/she may begin receiving‬
‭Part B services and supports prior to age 3 in a program that‬
‭begins late summer or fall if the IEP team, which includes the‬
‭parents, agrees.‬

‭The LEA will cooperate in providing in-kind information to‬
‭Head Start for initial evaluation, therapies and all other shared‬
‭resources.‬

‭IEP services are supervised by the LEA, but may be‬
‭implemented under partnership with Head Start.‬

‭The LEA will work closely with Head Start to include‬
‭itinerant services when requested by Head Start as the‬
‭referring party and/or the parent/ guardian.‬

‭Head Start serves eligible children birth through age five. ‬

‭Head Start provides comprehensive child and family‬
‭services to all enrolled children, including children with‬
‭disabilities, as required by Federal Performance Standards,‬
‭including education, health, dental, nutrition, mental health,‬
‭social services, and parent education activities.‬

‭Head Start will provide a general early childhood‬
‭curriculum that is developmentally appropriate, aligned to‬
‭Ohio’s Early Learning & Development Standards, and is‬
‭comprehensive to address all developmental domains.‬

‭Head Start will work collaboratively with the LEA to‬
‭provide transportation as available and shared programming‬
‭to children served jointly by both programs.‬

‭When itinerant services are necessary, Head Start will‬
‭collaborate and coordinate with specialists in providing‬
‭both direct and consultative services.‬

‭Head Start may initiate services listed on a current‬
‭Individual Education Plan (IEP) for a child entering their‬
‭program from another district or from out of state.‬

‭Head Start is not able to accept services until they receive a copy of the IEP per Head‬
‭Start Regulations 1302.63‬ ‭A program must retain a‬‭copy of the IEP or‬
‭IFSP for any child enrolled in Head Start for the time the child is in‬
‭the program consistent with the IDEA requirements 34 CFR parts‬
‭300 and 303.‬

‭Head Start will implement the IEP in consultation with the‬
‭LEA.‬

‭EI will work collaboratively with the Local Education Agency‬
‭(LEA) and Head Start for children birth to age three in‬
‭providing:‬

‭●‬‭Developmental Screenings‬
‭●‬‭Developmental Evaluations/Assessments‬
‭●‬‭Family-Directed Assessments‬
‭●‬‭Service Coordination‬
‭●‬‭Procedural Safeguards‬
‭●‬‭Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) Development,‬

‭Review & Monitoring for Eligible Families‬
‭●‬‭Transition Planning‬

‭Additional EI Services will be provided through an IFSP to‬
‭eligible families of infants and toddlers, from birth to age 3,‬
‭based on the County Board’s strategic plan and written EI‬
‭services policy.‬

‭The County Board does not fund or provide preschool special‬
‭education services for children 3-5 years old.‬

‭A child receiving Part B services is no longer eligible to receive‬
‭Part C services.‬
‭EI will cooperate in providing in-kind information to Head Start‬
‭for initial evaluation and intervention services.‬
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‭JOINT TRAINING OF STAFF AND PARENTS‬
‭Local Education Agency (LEA)‬ ‭Early Head Start/Head Start‬ ‭Early Intervention (EI)‬

‭The Local Education Agency (LEA) will  participate with‬
‭Head Start, Early Intervention (EI) and/or State Support Team‬
‭Region 5 in planning and providing joint training‬
‭opportunities for staff and parents.‬

‭The LEA and State Support Team 5 will inform Head Start‬
‭and/or EI about training opportunities of interest throughout‬
‭the year.‬

‭Head Start will  participate with the Local Education‬
‭Agency (LEA), Early Intervention (EI) and/or State‬
‭Support Team Region 5 in planning and providing joint‬
‭training opportunities for staff and parents.‬

‭Head Start will share training opportunities of interest to the‬
‭LEA and / or EI throughout the year.‬

‭Early Intervention (EI) will  participate with the Local‬
‭Education Agency (LEA), Head Start and/or State Support‬
‭Team Region 5 in planning and providing joint training‬
‭opportunities for staff and parents.‬

‭EI will share training opportunities of interest to the LEA and/or‬
‭Head Start throughout the year‬
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‭Endorsement of Interagency Agreement Regarding Services for Preschool Children with Disabilities from Birth Through Age Five in Mahoning County‬

‭With the understanding that this document continues to be a “work in progress,” the representatives of the following agencies enter into this agreement and‬
‭commit themselves to upholding the intent of the agreement to deliver effective services to children with disabilities from birth to age five and their families‬
‭through Fiscal Year 2024.  This agreement will be reviewed four times per year and revised, if necessary, with signatures.‬

‭District or Agency‬
‭Print Name‬

‭Signature Superintendent or‬
‭Director‬

‭Date‬ ‭District or Agency‬
‭Print Name‬

‭Signature Superintendent or‬
‭Director‬

‭Date‬

‭Mahoning County‬
‭Educational Service Center‬

‭Sebring Local Schools‬

‭Alta Head Start & Early‬
‭Head Start‬

‭South Range Local Schools‬

‭Austintown Local Schools‬ ‭Springfield Local Schools‬

‭Boardman Local Schools‬ ‭Struthers City Schools‬

‭Campbell City Schools‬ ‭West Branch Local Schools‬

‭Canfield Local Schools‬ ‭Western Reserve Local‬
‭Schools‬

‭Jackson-Milton Local‬
‭Schools‬

‭Youngstown City Schools‬

‭Lowellville Local Schools‬ ‭Mahoning County Family‬
‭and Children First Council‬

‭Poland Local Schools‬ ‭State Support Team Region 5‬

‭Potential Development‬
‭Program‬

‭Mahoning County Board of‬
‭Developmental Disabilities‬
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