
September 3, 2025

Athletic Events
The South St Paul Packers High School sports season is underway. While we 
welcome and encourage younger Packers from the elementary and middle 
school to support our Packer high school sports teams, we would also like you to 
be aware of our guidelines for student attendance.   

In order to attend high school events, elementary and middle school students:
•	 Must be accompanied and supervised by a parent or guardian at all times
•	 Are expected to sit with the parent or guardian they arrived with and to be 

supervised at all times
•	  All SSP students are expected to sit on the home side of the bleachers
•	 No backpacks will be allowed
•	 Please discuss these expectations with your student

Tickets for events ($10 for adults/$5 for students) purchased online or with 
credit/debit card at the gate. NO Cash Transactions.

Important Dates
•	 4’s Preschool first day: Thursday, September 4, 2025
•	 3’s Preschool first day: Monday, September 8, 2025

View the full District Calendar

Each spring, schools across Minnesota are required to give statewide assessments to measure student learning. 
These tests include the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCAs) and the alternate test, the Minnesota Test 
of Academic Skills (MTAS). Both assessments measure student progress toward Minnesota’s academic standards 
and meet federal requirements.

•	 Reading and math are tested in grades 3–8 and once in high school (reading in grade 10, math in grade 11).
•	 Science is tested in grades 5, 8, and once in high school.

Most students take the MCAs, though some students who receive special education services and meet eligibility 
criteria take the MTAS instead.

South St. Paul Results
We are proud to share that South St. Paul students showed growth in both reading and math again this year. 
Because the state introduced new science standards in 2025, science results will not be available until later this fall 
and should not be compared with previous years.

Math scores increased overall by 3.2 percentage points
•	 Kaposia Education Center: +4 points
•	 South St. Paul Middle School: +2.7 points
•	 South St. Paul High School: +8.4 points

Reading scores increased overall by about 1 percentage point
•	 Kaposia Education Center: +4.3 points
•	 Middle School: +2.7 points

This growth comes on the heels of the increased achievement seen last year where SSPPS students 
gained almost 2 percentage points in math and 4.5 points of gain in reading. This means that over the 
past two years, SSPPS has grown in math by 4.9 points and reading by 5.3 points. We are so proud of our 
students and staff for their continued improvement!

IMPORTANT ITEMS FROM PAST NEWSLETTERS

South St. Paul Public Schools Launches Refreshed Brand Identity
South St. Paul Public Schools is excited to share our refreshed brand identity! Shaped by the voices of our staff, 
families, and community, the updated look reflects both our proud traditions and our vision for the future. The refresh 
goes beyond a logo, it creates a more consistent and modern way of sharing who we are across communications, 
athletics, and community events. Our new logo, featured here, is just one piece of the refreshed brand identity you’ll 
begin seeing on our website, social media, and printed materials this fall. Learn more about the process and what the 
refresh means for SSPPS by visiting our website.

Annual Field Trip Form
Before students can join in on field trips this year, families need to complete an Annual Field Trip Permission Form. 
This form covers all school-sponsored trips for the 2025–26 school year, so you only need to fill it out once. Complete 
yours before the school year begins so your student doesn’t miss out on the fun.

•	 Kaposia Education Center
•	 Lincoln Center
•	 SSP Secondary
•	 CLC

Safety and Security in Our Schools
As we begin a new school year, we want to remind families that the safety and 
security of our students, staff, and schools is our highest priority. South St. Paul 
Public Schools is committed to providing a safe, welcoming, and supportive 
environment where students can learn and thrive.

Each year, our staff receive training on emergency procedures, and students 
also participate in age-appropriate safety drills and practice throughout the year. 
These efforts help ensure that everyone knows what to do to stay safe in a 
variety of situations.

In addition, our district follows best practices in school safety, maintains strong 
partnerships with local law enforcement and emergency responders, and 
continually reviews and updates our protocols to keep our schools secure.

For more information about our safety and security measures, please visit our 
website at www.sspps.org/departments/buildings-grounds/safety-security.

Update on Student Achievement

What Made the Difference
Over the past couple of years, we have taken a more global approach to aligning our instructional curriculum through 
a comprehensive curriculum review process. This work has been guided by the latest research in the science of 
reading and has led to the adoption of a new literacy curriculum that equips all teachers with the tools and training 
needed to deliver high-quality instruction.

Our growth is the result of strong teamwork among teachers, staff, students, and families. Together, we have 
embraced a reflective culture that values collaboration, professional learning, and ongoing observation of practice. 
By working side by side, we are ensuring that our instructional practices remain responsive, research-based, and 
aligned across all grade levels.

Key supports that contributed to student success include:
•	 Implementation of a new literacy curriculum, paired with comprehensive training in the science of reading for 

all teachers.
•	 Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) that allow us to identify student needs early and provide timely, 

targeted interventions.
•	 Robust continuous improvement plans at each school, with staff consistently reviewing student data to guide 

instructional decisions through PLCs, department and collaboration times.
•	 High-quality first instruction for every student, supported by targeted interventions when additional help is 

needed.
•	 Deep collaboration among teachers and support staff, strengthening alignment across classrooms and 

grade levels.
•	 Increased family engagement and communication, ensuring that learning continues beyond the classroom.
•	 A focus on positive school climates where students feel safe, supported, and ready to learn.

We are excited to build on this momentum in the 2025-2026 school year as we continue to focus on building a culture 
of excellence.
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