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SENIOR PARKING SPOTS
The Seniors are starting off the year in style, with
their very own parking spot!  The entire Class of
2026 was invited to select a spot in the designated
area of the middle/high school parking lot and
paint it to reflect their style.  
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Welcome Back, West Canada Valley!

As the summer days begin to wind down and we prepare to open our doors for another exciting
school year, I want to extend a heartfelt welcome back to all of our students, families, faculty, and
staff for the 2025–2026 school year at West Canada Valley Central School. Our team has been hard at
work throughout the summer to ensure we are ready to provide our students with the best possible
learning experience. Classrooms have been prepared, schedules finalized, and new opportunities
planned—all with student success in mind.
 
A sincere thank you goes out to our incredible staff across the district for their dedication and
commitment to making this year another great one. From teachers, administrators, counselors,
support staff, bus drivers, and coaches, your efforts do not go unnoticed. I’d also like to give a special
thank you to our support staff—custodians, cleaners, maintenance workers, and all those who have
worked tirelessly to make our buildings shine. Because of your hard work, our school is clean,
welcoming, and ready for students to return with pride and excitement.

There’s nothing quite like the energy of a new school year. We are eager to see the hallways filled
with students, laughter, learning, and the promise of another year full of growth, achievement, and
community!

Communication
The district is always seeking more efficient strategies to communicate with students, parents, and
the community. During the past few years we have made improvements to our newsletter, added
social media, and implemented phone/text connections to relay announcements and emergency
information. In addition, the Schooltool Parent and Student Portals are fully operational, along with
Parent Square. This allows parents, guardians and students consistent access to grades, progress
reports, and important announcements. 

Transportation
The transportation portion of the newsletter provides information on how you can obtain the pick-
up and drop off times for your children. As a reminder, the elementary bus loop is for buses only. All
vehicles must use the drop-off area located in the parking lot. If a vehicle is located in the bus loop
you will be asked to immediately move to the designated parking areas. Your cooperation with the
traffic pattern is certainly appreciated. In addition, please remember to sign in at the main office
once you gain access through the secure entrances located in both the elementary and high school
buildings.

continued on page 3
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Parking
Throughout the school year, we hope you take advantage of the many great events that we have
scheduled on campus. For most, if not all events, we have enough parking spaces available at the
parking lot near the main entrance and in front of the elementary school. Please note; parking in
identified fire lanes and on the lawn is prohibited. This will assist the district in maintaining the
safety and appearance of the campus for years to come.

Appreciation
I would again like to thank members of the community for the ongoing support provided to the West
Canada Valley School District. The many educational opportunities our students have would not be
possible without your support. The West Canada Valley School District has a beautiful campus that
provides a safe and secure location for the students in this community. Once again, thank you for
your support and enjoy the remaining days of summer!

Sincerely,
Jeremy Siddon, Superintendent
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FROM OUR ELEMENTARY AND MS/HS MAIN OFFICES

Please Note: If your child is marked absent from school when the morning attendance is taken,
you will be notified by ParentSquare. Each building’s attendance information is collected at a
certain time each morning, then an automatic  notification is sent to parents/guardians at a
scheduled time.  Unfortunately, once the attendance information is collected in the automatic
notification process, it cannot be retracted.  If your child arrives to school after the attendance
information is collected, you will still receive a notification. Please instruct your child to sign in
at the main office if they are arriving late to school and their absence will be changed to a
tardy/late arrival.  If you have any questions about this process, please call the elementary or
middle/high school main office .

Please remember to send notes if you plan to pick your child up
early from school. Notes should be turned into the main office
first thing in the morning.  This will allow the office staff to have
your child ready to leave at the time indicated in the note.



LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,

Welcome to the 2025-26 school year! I hope that you and your family had a relaxing and
enjoyable summer. It is my privilege to continue to serving as the principal of the West Canada
Valley Elementary School. I am proud to be a part of such an incredible school community, and I
look forward to another year of learning, collaboration and growth.  

As we begin this new school year, I remain committed to fostering a caring and compassionate
environment where every student feels supported, engaged, and inspired. Our goal is to provide
an educational experience that is both meaningful and effective, one that keeps the best interest
of students at the heart of all we do.

Please know that my door is always open; I welcome your thoughts and questions.  I can be
reached  anytime by email or by calling the office to schedule an appointment.

Thank you for your continued trust and partnership. Here is to a fantastic 2025-2026 school year!

Sincerely,
Christine Nofri, Elementary Principal
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

OPENING SCHOOL & MORNING PROGRAM
The first day of school for students in grades K-6 is Thursday, September 4. Our Pre-K classes
will begin on Monday, September 8.

We are excited to kick off Morning Program for students in grades K-2 starting Monday,
September 8. Families and guests are welcome to attend on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
throughout the school year.  Parents and guardians will be notified in advance if their child is
receiving an award during Morning Program. 

This year’s Morning Program theme is “Adventure Awaits at West Canada Valley Morning
Program!”

We can’t wait to share the journey with you! 



PARENT TEACHER
CONFERENCES
Parent-teacher conferences are scheduled for
November 24 and 25. Please note that these will be half
days for elementary students with an 11:30 AM
dismissal.

Teachers will provide specific scheduling information in
early November. We appreciate you taking the time to
meet and discuss your child’s progress and educational
experience.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

ELEMENTARY OPEN HOUSE/TITLE 1 MEETING
You are invited to our Elementary School Open House on Tuesday, September 16 , from 6:00-7:00
PM.  This is a wonderful opportunity for parents/guardians to meet their child’s teacher, tour the
classroom, and learn about expectations and procedures for the school year.

th

During this event, our Literacy Specialists will be available to share important information about our
Title I funded intervention programs and Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS). They will be
available to answer any questions you may have.

We look forward to seeing you there!

PRE-K VISITATION DAY
Pre-K visitation days will take place on Wednesday, September 3 and Friday, September 5. Each
child has been scheduled to attend on one of these days for a one-hour visit with their classroom
teacher. During this time, important procedures will be reviewed, and teachers will share what to
expect throughout the Pre-K year.

Each student may bring up to two visitors for the visit.  This is not a regular school day for Pre-K
students, they will attend only during their scheduled one-hour time slot with their guests.  Each
family should have already received a letter in the mail with your child’s specific date and time. If you
have not received this letter, please contact the elementary main office. Regular Pre-K classes will
begin on Monday, September 8.



CHANGES TO ELEMENTARY STUDENT REPORTING
This year, we are transitioning from quarterly report cards to a trimester reporting system. Report
cards will now be issued three times a year, in December, March, and June.  This change provides
teachers more time to support student learning and provide meaningful feedback. It also allows
students more time to learn, make progress, and celebrate their accomplishments.  Thank you for
partnering with us as we work together to support your child’s success!
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

ELEMENTARY STUDENT CELL PHONE & ELECTRONIC
DEVICE GUIDELINES
Beginning this September, all schools across New York State will implement a bell-to-bell
restriction on electronic devices—including, but not limited to, cell phones, smartwatches, and
handheld gaming devices.  To support this effort, we strongly encourage students to leave
electronic devices at home.

Grades K–4:  If a device must be brought to school, it should be checked in at the main office upon
arrival.
Grades 5–6:  Devices should be turned in to their homeroom teacher, where they will be safely
stored in a designated cell phone case for the day.

If a student needs to contact their family during the school day, they may do so through the main
office.  Thank you for helping us maintain a focused and distraction-free learning environment.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to the school if you have any questions.

EVERY DAY COUNTS!
We love seeing our students at school each day! Regular attendance helps students build
friendships, stay connected to learning, and develop strong routines that lead to lifelong
success. 

Did you know? Missing just 2 days a month adds up to 18 days in a school year; that’s nearly 10%
of the school year. 

While we understand that sometimes absences are unavoidable, we encourage families to make
attendance a top priority. Thank you for partnering with us to support your child’s learning,
because every day really does make a difference.



Dear Families, and Students, 

Welcome back. I hope that everyone has enjoyed the summer with their families. I am extremely
excited to begin another year as the Middle/High School Principal and can’t thank all of you enough
for your support. 

I would like to welcome several new staff members joining the Middle/High school team this year:
Mr. Daniel Ressue, ELA 7-12
Mrs. Jaclyn Santmier, Mathematics 7-12
Mrs. Chloe Warmingham, Registered Professional Nurse
Mrs. Ashley Potter, Teaching Assistant  

Students will again be provided one-to-one Chromebooks this school year. With that being said, I
ask that families assist us with preventing damage to Chromebooks. The District will continue to use
ParentSquare as the primary notification system to communicate with families and staff.  Please be
sure your email and cell phone information is current in ParentSquare. 

I look forward to seeing all the students on Thursday, September 4th. Please don’t hesitate to call me
at (315) 845-6800 with questions or concerns. Have a great school year!

Sincerely,
Glenn M. Broadbent

Middle/High School Principal
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MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

SENIOR PHOTO INFORMATION
All members of the Class of 2026 will need to submit photos for the
yearbook. The following three photos will be required: formal photo
(traditional head and shoulders shot), informal photo (full length or
props acceptable), and youth photo (anywhere from infant to around 5
years old). Digital copies are preferred and can be submitted via flash
drive or email. A senior photo information sheet will be sent home with
more detailed information. All photos can be given to Ms. Petro in
room 36 or emailed to vpetro@westcanada.org. Please contact Ms.
Petro as soon as possible if you are having difficulty obtaining any of
these photos. All photos must be submitted by November 3rd.



WEST CANADA VALLEY MS/HS HIGH BELL SCHEDULE

Normal 2-Hour Delay

Period 1
Period 2
Period 3
Period 4
Period 5
Period 6
Period 7
Period 8
Period 9
Period 10

7:35 - 8:14
8:17 - 8:55
8:58 - 9:36
9:39 - 10:17
10:20 - 10:58
11:01 - 11:39
11:42 - 12:20
12:23 - 1:01
1:04 - 1:42
1:45 - 2:23

Period 1
Period 2
Period 3
Period 4
Period 5
Period 6
Period 7
Period 8
Period 9
Period 10

9:35 - 10:02
10:05 - 10:31
10:34 - 11:00
11:03 - 11:29
11:32 - 11:58
12:01 - 12:27
12:30 - 12:56
12:59 - 1:25
1:28 - 1:54
1:57 - 2:23

SENIOR BOCES 
Leave WCV at 8:17am
Return at 12:05pm

JUNIOR BOCES
Leave WCV at 11:25am
Return at 3:00pm

NO SENIOR BOCES 
JUNIOR BOCES

Students leave early from 4th period and
miss 5th period
Leave WCV at 11:25am
Return at 3:00pm
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MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

Breakfast is served each day from 7:25-7:35 am in the high school cafeteria.  Students should be in
their first period classroom each morning by 7:35 am.  Students who do not take the bus should
arrive at 7:25 am in order to have enough time get breakfast and be in their classroom by 7:35 am.

BELL SCHEDULES FOR THE MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL  



S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 5 P A G E  9

MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
8TH GRADE TRIP TO THE GREAT ESCAPE SPRING 2025

MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, September 23
6:30 - 7:30 PM
Title I / AIS Meeting 
7:15 pm - HS Library

Mark your calendars for the Middle/High School Open House which is scheduled for
Tuesday, September 23 from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. This event is a great opportunity for
parents/guardians to meet with teachers and learn about classroom expectations and
procedures. During the open house, there will be a short Title I meeting starting at
7:15pm in the library regarding AIS Services provided to students in the Middle/Senior
High School.



7-12 STUDENT / COUNSELOR ASSIGNMENT
Student counselor assignments remain the same as previous years for academic purposes: student
last names A-K are assigned to Mrs. Wood, and student last names L-Z are assigned to Mrs.
Conklin. 

Students are always welcome to speak with either counselor. We will continue using the “WCV
Guidance Class of” Google classrooms frequently for communicating opportunities and
announcements throughout the year. If you or your parents/guardians do not currently have
access to the page and would like an invite, please reach out to either counselor.
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

GRADES 9-12 SCHEDULE CHANGES
Student schedules will be available on SchoolTool on or around Wednesday, August 27, 2025.
Students in grades 9-12 may add or drop a (non-required) class through the first full week of
classes in September (Friday, September 12), but are encouraged to request changes as soon as
possible in order to not miss instructional time and/or secure a seat in case a class fills up. Spring
semester courses may be added or dropped during the first week of the spring semester/quarter
3, pending student schedule availability.

The PSAT will be offered at WCV on Wednesday, October 15, 2025, and is open to all juniors and
sophomores who have passed Algebra I. Interested students should contact their counselor to sign
up for the test no later than Friday, September 12 (a sign up form will be posted in your guidance
classroom). Students are also encouraged to view the Student Test Guide at the following link:
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-nmsqt-student-guide.pdf

FALL PSAT

The ASVAB (Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) exam can be used as either a military
entrance exam or as a tool for career exploration. It will be offered at WCV on Wednesday,
October 22, 2025, at 8:00am. Please note that WCV does not release scores to the military.
Students are responsible for providing their scores to recruiters, if applicable. Students interested
in taking the ASVAB Exam must sign up with your counselor. For more information, visit
https://www.asvabprogram.com/ 

ASVAB EXAM

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-nmsqt-student-guide.pdf
https://www.asvabprogram.com/
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA)
The FAFSA is important to complete if you are a high school senior applying for college. The
FAFSA is expected to be available to be completed beginning October 1, 2025 at www.fafsa.ed.gov
Herkimer College hosts multiple financial aid workshops each year, typically beginning in
November. Upcoming dates are to be announced. Herkimer College also offers individual
appointments to help students and families complete the FAFSA, even if the student does not plan
to attend Herkimer College. Call 315-866-0300 for more information.

COLLEGE FAIR AND COLLEGE/MILITARY REP VISITS
College and Military representative visits will be posted on Google classroom and the morning
announcements. Meeting with a rep is a good opportunity to learn more about colleges students
may be interested in attending.

SUNY Poly will be hosting the annual College Night on Tuesday, October 7, 2025 from 6:30 pm to
8:00pm in the Wildcat Fieldhouse. Information for the event can be found at:
https://www.mvcounselingassociation.org/

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://www.mvcounselingassociation.org/


Numerous scholarships are available to seniors through the generous support of many individuals
and organizations in our community. A few scholarships will be available this fall, but the majority
will be posted in the spring, so it is important to keep checking throughout the entire year. All
students are encouraged to consider applying for these scholarships, as not all require applicants
to be college-bound, and many do not have minimum GPA requirements. Scholarships will be
presented at the 2026 Commencement Ceremony on Saturday, June 27. Your counselors maintain
a rolling spreadsheet of all available scholarships, including the name, description, eligibility
criteria, and due date of each scholarship. This information is shared with seniors in several ways:

Posted in the WCV Guidance Class of 2026 Google classroom
Email update through Google classroom
Posted in the window of the guidance office (located in the senior locker wing)
Printed copies of the spreadsheet are available in the guidance office upon request

SCHOLARSHIPS
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
SAT AND ACT EXAMS
Students who are considering attending a college/university that encourages or requires
standardized testing generally take either the SATs or ACTs in the spring of their junior year and
fall of their senior year. Students may be eligible for a fee waiver if they qualify for free/reduced
lunch. Please see your counselor for more information.



MAY 2026 AP EXAM SCHEDULE
All AP exams take place at WCV during the school day.
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT
COLLEGE NOW
College Now registration will be during 2nd period (8:17 am) on Thursday, September 18, 2025.
Registration is necessary in order to earn college credit through Herkimer College. While earning college
credit in high school is a great opportunity for students to take challenging coursework and get a head
start on college credits, it is important to remember that the grades earned in a College Now class will
affect your college GPA and standing. The College Now courses are offered this year are:



You should know the school district’s procedure/policy on the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA) and the release of directory information.  Directory information includes, but is not limited to,
the student's name; address; telephone listing; electronic mail address; photograph; date and place of
birth; major field of study; grade level; enrollment status (e.g., undergraduate or graduate, full-time or
part-time); dates of attendance; participation in officially recognized activities and sports; weight and
height of members of athletic teams; degrees, honors, and awards received; and the most recent
educational agency or institution attended.  Under this law, directory information may be released
without prior parental consent to third parties, including military recruiters, upon request. To prevent
this information from being provided to third parties, a separate request should be submitted to the
school district by September 30, 2025 indicating that your child's information should not be included in
the school district's directory. If you make such a request, no directory information will be released with
respect to your child unless you provide specific consent for the same. 

Federal legislation requires the school district to give United States Armed Forces recruiters the same
access to secondary students that we generally provide to post-secondary schools and prospective
employers. The law also requires that we give military recruiters the names, addresses, and telephone
listings of secondary students upon request, unless the student or parent/guardian has requested that
such information not be released without prior written parental consent. The purpose of this notice is to
inform you that you have the right to request that the school district not release the name, address and
telephone listing of your child to military recruiters without your prior written consent. If this is your
desire, please provide the principal’s office with a signed letter indicating such by September 30, 2025. 
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DISTRICT NEWS
NOTICE TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS – RELEASE OF
INFORMATION (FERPA/DIRECTORY INFORMATION)  

PESTICIDE SPRAYING
During the school year, we are no longer allowed to spray pesticides on our playgrounds or ball fields
unless the Board of Education declares an emergency situation. In the unlikely event that this should
happen, schools are required to maintain a list of staff and parents who wish to receive notification on
any pesticide application, 48 hours prior to the application. If you are interested in being on the list,
please fill out the form below and return it to your child's teacher. You will be asked at the beginning of
each school year as to whether you would like to be included on the list. If you have any questions, please
contact Shelly Maxwell, Pesticide Representative at 315-845-6800 Ext 3404. 

I am the Parent or Guardian of: ________________________________

Student Grade Level: _________

Teacher: _________________________

Parent or Guardian Signature: _____________________________       Date: ____________



Physical Examinations
New York State Law requires a physical examination for all students that are:

entering the school district for the first time                      
entering Pre-K, K, and Grades 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, and 11
playing a school sport
applying for working papers

Physicals are acceptable if they were performed no longer than 12 months prior to September 4, 2025.

Immunizations
New York State Law requires students entering the grades listed to have the immunizations listed below.
These are required to be completed within 14 days from the start of school, unless otherwise noted
below. A complete list of required immunizations for school entry is located on the school website under
Health Services. 

Entering Grade 6:  Tdap  Tdap is required at age 11. If your child does not turn 11 until after
September 4, 2025 you will need to provide the school nurse with a note from your pediatrician with
the appointment date that your child is  scheduled to receive this immunization.

Entering Grade 7:  First (1st) dose of Meningococcal (Meningitis)

Entering Grade 12:  Second (2nd) dose of Meningococcal (Meningitis), unless the first dose was
given at age 16 or older.  The second dose is to be given at age 16.  If your child does not turn 16 until
after September 4, 2025 you will need to provide the school nurse with a note from your pediatrician
with the appointment date that your child is scheduled to receive this immunization.

Medications
If your child needs to take any medication(s) during the school day, a doctors’ order MUST be on file with
the health office.  Forms can be found on the school’s website under Health Services.

If for any reason you are unable to make an appointment with your child’s primary care doctor, the
Herkimer County Public Health Office offers immunization clinics by appointment only. Clinic dates and
times are listed below; call 315-867-1176 to schedule an appointment:

Tuesdays:  9:00-11:00 a.m. & 1:00-3:00 p.m.           Monday Dates: 9/15, 9/29, 10/27, 11/24 & 12/8/25

            Angie Lyon, RN                                                             Chloe Warmingham, RN
             Elementary School Nurse                                                Middle/High School Nurse
             alyon@westcanada.org                                                     cwarmingham@westcanada.org
             Phone: 315-845-6800 ext. 1152                                        Phone:  315-845-6800 Ext. 3352
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DISTRICT NEWS
FROM THE NURSE'S OFFICE



I would like to start with welcoming everyone back to another school year here at WCV.  Here
are a  few reminders that help us in the transportation department.

Have a new phone number? Please contact the school so we can update our files. In the
event of an emergency situation current phone numbers are very important

Please make sure someone is home for elementary students when the bus arrives in the
afternoon.

Bus discipline issues are serious. Do not hesitate to contact either your child’s principal or
me with your concerns.

Please refrain from the practice of following a bus to take a child off or to let a child get on
the bus. It can be very dangerous when students walk along the side of a bus and the driver is
unaware.

My bus is early…My bus is late….The first week of school can be frustrating for all. As the first
few days of school pass the bus runs will settle down to actual times and should run within
plus or minus 5 minutes, weather permitting.

State law: Never pass a stopped school bus that has its red lights flashing. This law applies
in the school yard as well. Violators will be prosecuted.

Felix Ray
Transportation Supervisor
West Canada Valley Central School
Email:  fray@westcanada.org 

School phone number: 315-845-6800
Elementary Office:  Ext. 1100
Middle/High School Office:  Ext 3300
Transportation Supervisor: Ext. 3401
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DISTRICT NEWS
TRANSPORTATION NEWS



Hello to all,

I am excited to share that our student population will be offered universal free meals at breakfast
and lunch again this year! Each student will be offered a reimbursable meal, should they choose to
accept it. The USDA has specific nutrition standards for school meals as per the Healthy, Hunger-
Free Kids Act of 2010. WCVCS must meet these nutrition standards with each meal served. In order  
for the student to receive the “free meal,” they must take at least the minimum quantities offered
of  the Required Food Components. 

We will offer a’la carte foods, snacks and beverages that can be purchased during lunch periods, as
we have in the past. Many families have set up accounts on the My School Bucks website
https://www.myschoolbucks.com. This helps eliminate students carrying cash with them and keeps
you in control of how much your student can spend on food while at school.

With the recent Federal and State changes to school lunch programs, I encourage all families in our
school district to fill out the CEP Household Income application that is available on the school
website or in this newsletter publication. The CEP applications impact more than just school meals: 

They help provide essential funding for our school district which goes directly into your
student’s classroom 
They help to potentially qualify for P-EBT if eligible, in addition to SNAP benefits 
Receive discounted utilities and internet access 
Become eligible for fee waivers for college applications & admissions tests (i.e. SATs, ACTs, AP)
Receive benefits regardless of citizenship status 

Submitting this form is quick, easy and secure. Your information is not shared at school or with
anyone. If your income has changed, or your student qualified for free or reduced meals in the past,
please consider updating your status. Visit our website https://www.westcanada.org for an
application, contact me directly via e-mail at sbutler@westcanada.org, or call my office at 315-845-
6800, Ext. 3360. 

If I can be of assistance with any of this or you have questions, please let me know. Thank you all so
much and see you soon!!

Shelby Butler, Food Service Director 
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DISTRICT NEWS
CAFETERIA CORNER

http://www.myschoolbucks.com/
http://www.westcanada.org/
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September 4th
First Day of School for Students

September 8th
Board of Education Meeting

October 3rd 
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Dismissal:  2pm MS/HS, 
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October 14th
No School in Observance of
Columbus Day

October 15th
Board of Education Meeting


