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Word-Level Reading Problems:  
Implications for Instruction and Intervention

Presented by Dr. David Kilpatrick, National Presenter

David A. Kilpatrick, Ph.D. is a professor emeritus of psychology for the State University of 
New York at Cortland. He is a New York State certified school psychologist with 28 years’ experience 
in schools. He has been teaching courses in learning disabilities and educational psychology since 
1994. David is a reading researcher and the author of two books on reading, Essentials of Assessing, 
Preventing, and Overcoming Reading Difficulties, and Equipped for Reading Success, and is a co-editor 
of a third, Reading Development and Difficulties: Bridging the Gap Between Research and Practice. 

Drawing on decades of research in reading development 
and cognitive psychology, David Kilpatrick, Ph.D. 
will explore how we can identify reading difficulties, 

interpret assessment data meaningfully, and design 
interventions that actually work-especially for struggling 
readers. Specifically, this session will focus on how children 
learn to read words and why some children struggle. 
Understanding what research has found about the nature 
of word-level reading development and word-level reading 
problems will guide assessment, instruction, and intervention.
Educators will walk away with a deeper understanding of 
orthographic mapping, phonemic proficiency, and the critical 
role of assessment in accelerating student growth. Whether 
you’re a classroom teacher, literacy coach, administrator, or 

specialist, this session will sharpen your instructional lens 
and provide actionable tools to help all students become 
confident, capable readers.
Learning Targets:
• �Participants will understand the component cognitive and

linguistic skills needed for word level reading.
• �Participants will understand the source(s) of difficulties in

word-level reading, including dyslexia.
• �Participants will become aware of compensating

students, who display “average” performance but require
extraordinary effort to do so.

• �Participants will learn what approaches are useful in
addressing word-level reading difficulties

https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/Catalog.asp?D=10057&H=1&P=66571



