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A shark swimming with fish.

Sharks are the oldest fish on the planet. They have been swimming 

in the Earth's oceans for more than 400 million years. How have 

they survived for so long? Perhaps it is their special body and super 

senses!

The shark's body contains a special skeleton. This skeleton isn't 

made of bone. It is made of cartilage, which isn't as hard or stiff as 

bone. Cartilage is lighter than bone, too. This means a shark can 

move faster in the water. Also, the shark's skin is not covered in 

scales like other fish. Shark's skin is covered with special teeth-like 

scales. These scales are called denticles. Denticles help a shark 

swim fast and protect it, too.

Sharks have super senses. First, sharks have night vision. They 
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A Super Fish

can find prey in dim or dark water. Next, sharks have an amazing 

ability to smell. Two-thirds of their brains are used for their sense of 

smell. Sharks can smell a drop of blood one-third of a mile away. 

That's about six football fields! These senses make sharks super 

hunters and have helped them survive.
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A Super Fish - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is a shark's skeleton made of?

A. bone

B. scales

C. cartilage

2. What does the author describe in the second 
paragraph?

A. sharks' bodies

B. sharks' personalities

C. sharks' eating habits

3. Read these sentences.

"First, sharks have night vision...Next, sharks have an 
amazing ability to smell."

What can you say about sharks based on this 
information?

A. They can smell and see their prey.

B. They can only hunt during the day.

C. They can't see very well but can smell well.
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A Super Fish - Comprehension Questions

4. What is this passage mostly about?

A. how sharks grow up

B. the kinds of fish and prey that sharks eat

C. sharks' special bodies and super senses

5. Sharks' bodies have cartilage and denticles. How do 
these things help sharks as they move?

Sharks' bodies help them _____.

6. What did you learn from "A Super Fish?"

7. Class Discussion Question: What makes a shark such a 
good hunter?

8. Draw a picture of a shark swimming.
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