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Media Release
CCSD Students Shine on SC READY

Historical results on 2024-2025 exams confirm continuous
improvement throughout the district

Charleston, SC (September 2, 2025) — Charleston County School District (CCSD) is proud to
share results from the South Carolina Department of Education’s SC READY assessments for
the 2024-2025 school year. These results reflect the performance of all students tested in
grades 3-8, including those who may have only recently enrolled in CCSD schools. Even with
this broader measure, CCSD students achieved historic gains, once again setting district
records and outperforming the state in English Language Arts (ELA), Math, and Science.

It is important to note that SC READY results released today reflect every student tested,
whether they have been enrolled in CCSD schools for years or for only a matter of days. In
contrast, the data that will be reported on the state’s annual School Report Card in October will
only include students who have been continuously enrolled in CCSD. Because of this
distinction, Report Card data typically shows even higher levels of performance than the
statewide SC READY release. CCSD anticipates that the October release will once again
confirm significantly stronger outcomes for its students.

SC READY ELA

Based on the results of all students tested, 65 percent (65.0) of CCSD 3-8 grade students are
“Meeting or Exceeding Expectations,” which is 5.4 percentage points higher than the state
(59.6).

In addition, the district is outperforming the state in each grade level. Based on all students
tested, CCSD is at least two (2) points ahead of the state scores for each of the tested
elementary grades (3-5) and at least seven (7) points for each of the middle grades (6-8):

CCSD third graders - 64.5 percent; state - 61.7 percent
CCSD fourth graders - 66.1 percent; state - 63.5 percent
CCSD fifth graders - 67.4 percent; state - 62.5 percent
CCSD sixth graders - 63.0 percent; state - 56.0 percent
CCSD seventh graders - 65.4 percent; state - 58.2 percent
CCSD eighth graders - 63.6 percent; state - 55.7 percent

CCSD has broken its historical record yet again, with 65.0 percent of students reading at or
above grade level, an all-time high on the SC READY (first administered in 2016), beating last
year's proportion of 61.2 percent.
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“These numbers prove what we already know about our students in Charleston County School
District,” said Superintendent of Schools Anita Huggins. “They are striving for excellence - eager
and willing to learn. And those students are cared for and supported by teachers, faculty, and
administrators committed to rigorous grade-level instruction, to using the best educational tools
and practices available, and most importantly, to the well-being of every child who comes
through the doors of our schools. We're proud of these accomplishments but are focused on
continued efforts to elevate all students’ growth and achievement.”

Additional notes related to CCSD’s performance on the 2024-2025 SC READY ELA
assessment:

e CCSD third, fourth, fifth, seventh, and eighth graders improved their proficiency scores
compared to last year.

o Thirty (30) CCSD schools, as opposed to ten (10) in 2023-24, improved their overall
score by at least five (5) percentage points. Seven (7) CCSD schools saw double-digit
gains from the previous year.

o Based on results for all tested students, the following major student groups improved
districtwide from last year: Black (+5.9), Hispanic (+2.4), White (+3.1), Other Ethnic
Groups (+2.9), Special Education (+5.1), General Education (+3.6), Multilingual Learners
(+1.0), English Proficient (+4.7), Pupils in Poverty (+5.9), Pupils NOT in Poverty (+1.5),
Male (+4.5), and Female (+3.1). The district credits these gains in part to the impact of
the Weighted Student Funding formula, which provides schools with supplemental
support for pupils in poverty, special education, and multilingual learners.

SC READY Math

Based on the results of all students tested, CCSD students are 10.1 percentage points better
(54.0) than the state (43.9) on the 2024-2025 assessment in this subject and improved by 1.8
percentage points compared to last year. Just like ELA, this is the highest the district has scored
on the math portion of SC READY.

In addition, the district is outperforming the state in each grade level. CCSD is at least five (5)
points ahead of the state scores in grades 3-6 and is over twelve (12) points higher in grades 7
and 8.

CCSD third graders - 63.1 percent; state - 56.3 percent
CCSD fourth graders - 59.6 percent; state - 53.7 percent
CCSD fifth graders - 57.1 percent; state - 48.1 percent
CCSD sixth graders - 49.3 percent; state - 39.4 percent
CCSD seventh graders - 48.6 percent; state - 34.0 percent
CCSD eighth graders - 44.6 percent; state - 32.4 percent

“The positive improvement in these mathematics results from our students is a testament to the
high-quality instruction and support provided by teachers and the intentional engagement of
leaders to ensure exceptional conditions for learning existed for all students,” said Deputy
Superintendent Dr. Luke Clamp.

Additional notes related to CCSD'’s performance on the 2024-2025 SC READY Math
assessment:
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e CCSD third, fourth, fifth, seventh, and eighth graders improved their proficiency scores
compared to last year.

e Five (5) CCSD schools improved by more than ten (10) percentage points, and another
fourteen (14) schools increased by five (5) points or more.

o Multiple student groups in CCSD made gains from last year to this year, including the
following: Black (+2.0), Hispanic (+3.0), White (+1.2), Other Ethnic Groups (+0.2),
Special Education (+1.5), General Education (+1.7), Multilingual Learners (+2.1), English
Proficient (+2.6), Pupils in Poverty (+2.7), Pupils NOT in Poverty (+0.5), Male (+1.4), and
Female (+2.2).

SC READY Science

SC READY Science is administered to fourth and sixth graders in South Carolina. The
assessment was last reported in 2022-23, as a result of updated standards and assessment in
2023-24.

Based on the results of all students tested, CCSD students are 5.8 percentage points better
(54.5) than the state (48.7) on the 2024-2025 assessment in this subject and improved by 2.5
percentage points compared to the last reported Science scores in 2022-23. Just like ELA and
Math, this is the highest the district has scored on the Science portion of SC READY.

In addition, CCSD is 4.8 points ahead of the state in grade 4 and 6.7 points ahead of the state in
grade 6.

e CCSD fourth graders - 54.0 percent; state - 49.2 percent
e CCSD sixth graders - 55.0 percent; state - 48.3 percent

Additional notes related to CCSD’s performance on the 2024-2025 SC READY Science
assessment:

o CCSD fourth and sixth-graders improved their proficiency scores compared to 2022-23
o Fourth graders improved by +2.9 percent
o Sixth graders improved by +2.0 percent

o Twelve (12) CCSD schools improved by more than 10 percentage points, and another
nineteen (19) schools increased by five (5) points or more.

e Multiple student groups in CCSD made gains from two years ago, including the
following: Black (+4.5), Hispanic (+2.1), White (+1.4), Other Ethnic Groups (+2.2),
Special Education (+2.2), General Education (+2.6), Multilingual Learners (+1.3), English
Proficient (+3.9), Male (+2.3), and Female (+2.6).

“I am beyond proud of these accomplishments,” added Chief Academic Officer Michelle
Simmons. “But we also know the work is far from over. Every leader, teacher, and staff member
in CCSD is focused on building on this momentum and ensuring that the success reflected in
these scores translates into long-term achievement for every child in Charleston County.”

The results for all schools and districts can be found here. For more information about CCSD
data, contact the Office of Communications at (843) 937-6303.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing equitable and quality
educational opportunities for all its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in South Carolina and represents a unique
blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 51,000
students in 90 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of CCSD through
neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and programs. Rich educational
opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative
and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; military; dual credit; and many more.
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