
See reverse side for next steps and more guidance

Often there are groups that want to do something above and beyond the programming offered 
through athletics and activities and/or on behalf of our schools. If your group is interested in 
raising additional funds to do something, think through the following questions: 
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Why would a group need to fundraise?

What is the gap?  Understanding how much you need can really help drive the type of fundraiser 
that is most appropriate. If you have time, it can help to clearly communicate your goals with 
the stakeholders and first ask for donations; often families want to help and will donate if they 
understand the group’s goals.

What am I fundraising for? Having a clear sense of what you are fundraising for makes a big 
difference. Before starting to fundraise, please ensure the trip, item, camp, activity, etc. is approved 
by checking in with principal. At the high school level, you also must check in wth athletics and 
activities coordinator and the ASB bookkeeper prior to starting to raise funds.

What are the goals of this fundraiser? You may be hoping to do more then simply raise money for 
something; fundraising can be a unifying process and can build community. Holding these goals 
in mind as you plan will help ensure that the fundraiser brings people together. How can your 
fundraiser be more inclusive and welcoming for all?

Next step: Before starting to fundraise, please check with your principal at 
the elementary and middle school level. At the high school level, fill out 
the fundraising form with your school’s ASB bookkeeper for approval.

FUNDRAISING 
CHECKLIST AND 

GUIDELINES



COMMON APPROVED FUNDRAISERS
Camps or sports clinics with a fee
Concerts/shows/performances with optional donations via bowl/vase
Local restaurant nights where restaurant gives a portion of funds to program
Mattress sales (if done as a group fundraiser)
Jog-a-thon/walk-a-thon
Game Nights
Open gyms
Car washes
Yard sales
Auctions for products/services
Carnivals/dance parties
Book fairs
Plants/bulb/seed sales
Friendship grams
Calendars
Coupon books
Subscriptions
School spirit wear
Reusable cloth grocery bags

My activity is now approved for fundraising. Here are the next set of questions to answer 
to determine whether a fundraiser is appropriate. 

  Is it a group fundraiser or individual fundraiser? Stated differently, do students raise for their trip/item 
individually or is the group raising for the group? If individual raising for individual, stop.    
 

  Does the fundraiser put a burden on a group unintentionally or require individuals/groups to raise specific 
amounts of money? If yes, the fundraiser puts a burden on a group/individual then it is likely not going 
to work – in other words, we cannot expect every student/family to raise a prescribed amount.     

  Is the fundraiser associated with a religion or religious holiday? If answer is yes, please stop. 
(Pointsettias, wreaths and gift wrapping are all examples of items with religious links and affiliations.) 
Please consider best practices around equity, diversity, and inclusion. If answer is no, you may go on.  

  Does the fundraiser include food? If yes, please consult the district’s Good Food Promise  
Guidelines for Celebrations and Fundraisers and be aware of the USDA Final Rule which states you 
cannot fundraise during the school day; fundraising can only take place 30 minutes afterschool or later. 


