
Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program
The Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program (MCAP) provides information to educators, 
parents, and the public on student progress toward proficiency on the Maryland state content standards. 
Through a robust assessment system, stakeholders understand how schools are performing and where 
assistance can be directed to support student growth and achievement. Graduation Requirements 
include course credits, the MCAP assessments, and Student Service Learning (SSL) hours. Graduation 
requirements are located at: bit.ly/wcpsmdgradrequirements

The Maryland Comprehensive Assessment for Government and Life Science counts as 20% of the 
student’s final grade in the respective high school level Government and Biology courses. Students are 
required to take End of Course (EOC) exams and must pass both courses in order to graduate. Below 
are the identified courses where the MCAP assessment will be given to students:

GOVERNMENT ALIGNED COURSES LIFE SCIENCE ALIGNED COURSES

COURSE ID COURSE TITLE COURSE ID COURSE TITLE

A206  
or  

A206SM
Local, State and  

National Government

A409 
or  

A409SM
Biology

A206H  
or  

A206HSM

Honors  
Local, State and

National Government

A409H  
or  

A409HSM
Honors  
Biology

When will the Government and Life Science EOC scores be available? 
Students will see their scores when posted in Synergy StudentVUE, and on Individual Student Reports (ISR) sent home.

What happens if a student fails the EOC exam but passes the course? 
The EOC exam accounts for 20 percent of a student’s final course grade. There is no requirement to pass an EOC 
assessment, but students are required to take the assessment. If a student’s final course grade is passing, they will meet 
the course and graduation requirements.

What happens if a student fails the course? 
Students may be eligible for marking period recovery or repeat credit through Edmentum to earn course credit. Students 
who complete marking period recovery and repeat credit through Edmentum courses are not required to retake the 
assessment. Students should speak to their school counselor or school administrator regarding whether or not they are 
eligible for marking period recovery or repeat credit through Edmentum. Students not eligible for marking period recovery 
or repeat credit through Edmentum must retake the course and retake the EOC as 20 percent of their final grade.

How is a score on the EOC converted to a letter grade? 
The purpose of the Grade Conversion Score (GCS) Model for the End of Course Assessment is to convert the student 
scale score on the assessment to a letter grade. The GCS model also allows students to maintain or increase their final 
course grade through performing well on the EOC exam and provides a rigorous test for high-achieving students.

What does the Grade Conversion Score chart mean? 
The “GCS Score” refers to the Grade Conversion Scale score based on the Test Scale Score. The “Letter Grade” refers 
to the grade, A through F, the student received on the EOC exam, which will count for 20 percent of the student’s final 
course grade. 

IMPACTS OF END OF COURSE (EOC) GRADE ON STUDENT GRADES
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https://bit.ly/wcpsmdgradrequirements


LETTER GRADE LIFE SCIENCE
scale score range

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT  
scale score range

A 757–850 466–650
B 744–756 442–465
C 737–743 419–441
D 731–736 394–418
F 650–730 240–393

GRADE CONVERSION SCORE (GCS) TABLE

What happens if the student misses taking the EOC exam during the test window? 
Per the COMAR assessment graduation requirements, the student will still need to participate in the assessment to earn 
their diploma. If the student has an excused or unexcused absence during the testing window, the student will receive an 
Incomplete for the course. Students who missed taking the EOC exam in the fall will need to take the EOC exam during 
the spring administration. Students who missed taking the EOC exam in the Spring will need to take the EOC exam 
during the summer administration. Once they take the EOC exam, then the final course grade will be calculated using the 
score from the test taken at that time. 

What happens if a student misses both the original and makeup testing windows for the End of Course (EOC) 
assessment? 
If a student misses both the original and makeup windows for the EOC assessment—whether during fall, spring, or 
summer – they will receive an EOC exam grade of an F, which will then be averaged appropriately with their marking 
period grades to determine the final course grade. This may result in a final course grade of F. According to COMAR 
graduation requirements, a student is still required to take the EOC assessment during a future approved testing window 
to meet graduation requirements.

Will students who take the EOC during the summer assessment window receive a new report card? 
Yes, students who received an Incomplete due to not taking the assessment during the spring testing window will have 
their report cards updated in StudentVUE and ParentVUE. 

Will students be allowed to retake the EOC to improve their course grades? 
No. Students may not retake the EOC exam separate from retaking the course to earn a higher score. 
 

 

 

What happens if a student transfers from an out-of-state or non-public school with a course credit in  
National State and Local Government or Biology? Does this student need to take the EOC assessment? 
The past practice of awarding a transfer credit will continue. A student who earned these credit(s) outside of WCPS will be 
awarded a transfer course and test credits and would not need to take the MCAP Government &/or Life Science EOC exam(s).

Will MCAP Government be required for the Advanced Placement (AP®) Government course? 
Students who enroll in the Advanced Placement (AP®) American Government course are required to pass the course and 
either take the Government EOC exam or the AP® exam to meet the graduation requirement. The EOC exam grade will 
not count as 20% of their final course grade.

Will the Life Science EOC exam be required for the AP® Biology or International Baccalaureate (IB) Biology 
course? If so, what about students who have already taken Biology and MCAP Life Science in the previous year?
If the student previously took the WCPS Biology course and the MCAP Life Science, the student will not need to retake 
the EOC if they take an AP® Biology or IB Biology course. Tenth through twelfth graders who take AP® or IB Biology for 
their Life Science Credit and did not take Biology prior will have to take the Life Science EOC exam, but their test results 
will not be calculated into the student’s final grade.

Will students who take a college biology or government course (dual credit) have to take the EOCs? 
Yes, if the student did not previously take the Life Science or Government MCAP, the student will need to take the 
corresponding EOC. Their School Test Coordinator will contact them to arrange for testing during the pre-identified 
testing windows. The EOC exam grade will not count as 20% of their final course grade.

Will newly arrived Multilingual Learners have to take EOC exams? 
Multilingual Learner students enrolled in school for less than 12 months will have to take EOC exams if enrolled in the 
corresponding courses. They must sit for the exam(s) to meet the graduation requirements. However, the EOC will not  
be factored into their course final grade.

END OF COURSE (EOC) MAKE-UPS & COURSE RETAKES 

ALTERNATIVES & EXEMPTIONS


