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South Middle 
The mission of South Middle School is to provide a high quality 

education for all students in a safe, equitable learning environment. 
This mission is best accomplished through a partnership including 
students, family, community, teachers and staff, preparing students 

to become life-long learners in an ever-changing world. 

Principal Message 

We are off to a fantastic start this school year! Our students and staff have returned with 

great energy and enthusiasm. It has been exciting to see learning, collaboration and positive 

routines taking shape across all grade levels. As we move into September, we want to thank 

our families for their continued support in helping make the transition back to school a 

smooth and successful one. 

Our after-school program will begin Tuesday, September 2, and will run Monday through 

Thursday from 2:55 - 3:45 p.m. Students are referred to this program by their teachers or 

counselors, and it serves as an excellent opportunity for additional academic support. We 

strongly encourage families to help students stay on top of their work from the beginning of 

the year. Consistently completing homework and staying current with assignments helps 

prevent small gaps from turning into larger challenges. 

It is also essential that students attend school daily and that families stay connected with us 

throughout the school year. A strong home-to-school partnership is one of the most 

important factors in ensuring student success. 

This year, the Board of Education has implemented a new academic policy in the middle 

schools: all students must finish the school year with at least a 1.0 grade point average and 

must pass at least one semester of each core class - Math, Science, English, Reading, and 

Social Studies. 

Students who do not meet this minimum requirement will be required to attend summer 

school, and failure to attend will result in retention. This is why it is so important for students 

to stay current with their work and take advantage of the supports available throughout the 

school year. 

Together, we can help each student succeed. 

Dustin Dooley, Principal 
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September 1st:
Labor Day- no school
Sepember 10th: 
World Suicide Prevention Day
September 13th:
Positive Thinking Day
September 18th:
National Cheeseburger Day
September 21st: 
International Day of Peace

School is back in session
Did you know that September is

National Suicide Prevention Month? 

You can help by 
Watching for Warning Signs
Sad, hopeless, tearful
Irritable, angry, hostile
Loss of interest, withdrawn
Feeling worthless or restless

Provide encouragement to seek
help

Be gentle, non-judgmental
Understand person may be
reluctant to open up
Dial 988 to speak to the crisis
hotline

Reach out to the school social
worker or counselors if you are

worried about someone's safety.

News

Contact:

Upcoming dates

As the school year gets started, here are a few
things to remember.
SMS has a Student Support Team that consists of
school counselors, a school social worker, a school
psychologist, a behavioral health liaison, and a
behavior interventionist. 

Do you need help with your students
schedule/classes or in-school supports? Contact
your students grade level counselor. 
Do you need help with community resources such
as food, clothing, financial assistance, Medicaid
coverage and/or mental health services? Contact
the school social worker.

Getting back into a routine
It is easy for students, parents, and teachers to feel
overwhelmed as they return to the school day routine.
Provide grace for you and others and know that it can
take time to get comfortable. 

Self-Care is IMPORTANT! 
Allow time each day to recharge if you can. It can be
as simple as taking a deep breath, taking a short
walk/sitting outside, or doing an activity that brings
you joy.

Social Worker: 
Rachel Mudloff
(785) 309-3854
rachel.mudloff@usd305.com
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