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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
Students who have met (1) all local requirements and who have earned (2) a Competency 
Determination (CD) in alignment with current legal and DESE guidelines will be granted a 
traditional Minuteman High School Diploma.   
 
Local Graduation Requirements: 
 
To graduate from Minuteman High School, a student must meet the requirements for the year of 
graduation (YOG) including but not limited to coursework and credits. 

English 8 credits 4 years - Academic 
Math 8 credits 4 years - Academic 
Science 8 credits 4 years - Academic 
History 8 credits 4 years - Academic 
Comprehensive Health & 
Physical Education 

4 credits 4 years - Academic 

Selectives or Electives 
including World Language 

8 credits 4 years - Academic 

Career Exploration & 
Technical Study 

52 credits 4 years – Vocational  

Minimum Number of 
Credits Required for a 
Diploma 

96 credits  

 
AND 
 
Competency Determination: 
 
If DESE or the State articulates requirements for CD, a student must pass any state required 
assessments, projects, or expectations as applicable. 
 
If law/regulations/DESE guidance defers the CD determination to the District, the following 
coursework as determined by the District’s grading policy and mastery as indicated below is required 
to earn a CD: 
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Class of 2026 
English 9 and 
English 10 4 credits 

Common Final 
Exam minimum 
70% mastery  

Summer Support 
Opportunity for 
both/either 
coursework and/or 
mastery 

Algebra I and 
Geometry 4 credits 

Biology, 
Physics, 
Chemistry, or 
Technology & Engineering 

2 credits 

 
Class of 2027 & Beyond 

English 9 and 
English 10 4 credits 

Common Final 
Exam minimum 
70% mastery 
 

Summer Support 
Opportunity for 
both/either 
coursework and/or 
mastery 

Algebra I and 
Geometry 4 credits 

Biology, 
Physics, 
Chemistry, or 
Technology & Engineering 

2 credits 

US History 2 credits 
 
All identified courses address all standards as outlined by Massachusetts State Frameworks. 
 
If a student has not successfully met the CD requirement by fall of the student’s senior year, the 
student may request a CD appeal through a request in writing to the high school principal.  The 
appeal will be adjudicated by the District through a transcript and records review including 
documentation of any special circumstances within 30 business days.   
 
Students with disabilities and English Language Learners will be provided appropriate 
accommodations in alignment with accommodations received during the school year. 
 
Late enrolling students who do not have the opportunity to meet the CD requirement are eligible for 
a District appeal through a transcript and records review including documentation of any special 
circumstances. 
 
If no records or transcripts are available for review, the district may use MCAS scores to determine 
competency in this limited circumstance. 
 
Former students who have not yet earned a CD and who would like to earn a high school diploma 
may request a transcript review for Competency Determination eligibility in writing to the high 
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school principal. The appeal will be adjudicated by the District through a transcript and records 
review including documentation of any special circumstances within 30 business days.  If the student 
meets both local graduation requirements and the CD requirement, a high school diploma will be 
issued at the next semester break.   


