Class of 2026

Countdown To Graduation




Tonight’s Presentation

Discussion will include:
»Exploring Colleges/Careers
»College Application Process

» AP Registration / Dual Credit
»|CC (Indiana College Core)
»Basics of Finding Financial Aid
»Indiana Graduation Pathways



Exploring Colleges

Upcoming Virtual College Fairs:
< Sep. 14t Oct. 19t", Nov. 9th 2025:

NACAC National Virtual College Fairs

https://www.nacacattend.org/fairs (click tab for ‘virtual’)

In Person College Fairs:

“*Munster High School-
% Tuesday, Sept. 3™: 6pm - 7:30pm in the Fieldhouse
“*NACAC National College Fair
< Sep. 13t 2025 at Navy Pier (11am-3pm)
Register at http://nacanattend.org



https://www.nacacattend.org/fairs
http://nacanattend.org/

College Visits

ssVirtual and On-campus visits
*»Verified absence with prior approval with Attendance Office
“*College visit forms available in the Guidance Office

**Colleges come to MHS

**Check MHS announcements- emailed daily
*www.collegeatlas.org
sswww.icindiana.org (Independent Colleges of Indiana)
sswww.youvisit.com/collegesearch/



http://www.collegeatlas.org/
http://www.icindiana.org/
http://www.youvisit.com/collegesearch/

Paying for College

Financial Aid Night

“*September 9t at 6:00pm- MHS Auditorium

“*Presented by INvestED- Financial Aid Experts

ssTopics: FAFSA, Grants, Loans, Scholarships, and other
topics related to paying for college

s INvestED website- a good place to start

/

«» https://www.investedindiana.org/
College Goal Sunday

*TBD for 2026

‘*Help Completing FAFSA from financial aide
representatives.

“s*www.collegegoalsunday.org



https://www.investedindiana.org/
http://www.collegegoalsunday.org/

College Application Assistance

Help With Applications

*Senior Counselor Presentations
% Sep. 4t in Tutorial

*sIndividual Senior Meetings
ssThroughout September

“*College Application Assistance Session
“In Media Center- Sep 24th from 3p - 6p.



More Options after MHS

ss Apprenticeships / Employment Opportunities

*¢5.4% of our graduates last year pursued an apprenticeship or
employment right out of high school

ssEvery year we send students to Construction Skilled Trades Day
at Lake County Fairgrounds in October

s*Many trade schools, including lvy Tech, have similar admission
process to most colleges.

“*Enlistment Opportunities
2% of our graduates enlisted in the Military after high school
‘*We do offer the ASVAB at MHS in April
ssRecruiters do come to MHS throughout the year

s¢School counselors can help students make appointments with
recruiters.



Senior Timeline

Fall Semester
‘*Develop a plan/family discussion
ssAttend college fairs & make college visits
“*Sign up for dual credit in the classroom
“*Register for AP Exams by November 15t

“*Apply to colleges/universities by November 15t~ for
early action and scholarship consideration

**Seek out scholarship information
“*College athletic eligibility/NCAA
‘s Take or re-take the SAT/ACT



Senior Timeline

Spring Semester

“*FAFSA to be completed between Oct. 1st, 2025
and April, 2026 with free assistance available.

*sContinue to apply for scholarships

**Financial packages received from colleges in
the spring

‘*Narrow choices and prepare to make final
college/university decision by May 1

“*Mid-year and final transcripts



Applications and Transcripts

The Application Process
**Done almost exclusively online

“*“In-house” app, Common App, Coalition/SCOIR,
CBCA (Common Black College Application)

**Use Parchment to send transcripts...all students
have a Parchment account (www.parchment.com)

**All transcripts are submitted online by school to
be “Official”


http://www.parchment.com/

MHS Application Process

» It is highly recommended that college applications be completed/submitted by October
27t 2025 (or before) for Early Action. Many have a November 15t scholarship consideration
deadline. November 15t is a Saturday this year and counselors will not be in the office.

s TRANSCRIPT RELEASE FORM: Must be on file before any information will be sent. Available
on MHS website under Guidance section.

s Complete college application online and include additional information that may be
required by the college

s Submit standardized test scores—SAT and/or ACT. How to handle test optional?
% Letters of recommendation- NOT ALWAYS NEEDED- Senior Profile Required

¢ Students MUST request high school transcript through Parchment. If using the Common
Application, transcript will be uploaded by counselor within the Common App

s Counselor may need to complete eSSR (electronic secondary school report) through
Parchment or School Report through Common App and submit to requested college.



An Application is Complete
When...

**The online application is submitted by the appropriate
deadline.

**The application fee has been paid.

s*The SAT and/or ACT scores have been received directly
from the testing agency (new policy for many colleges).

**The request to send transcript has been made through
Parchment account if not on CommonApp.

ssLetters of recommendation or supplemental
information is submitted ONLY AS NEEDED.



Analyzing the Applicants

v'Classes taken

v Transcript/GPA

v'Strong senior schedule (no changing)

v'Solid extra-curricular activities

v'SAT/ACT scores

v’ Essays

v'Recommendations

v'Student’s interests and perceived fit for college

v'Acceptance is PROVISIONARY upon the review and
approval of the final transcript



Retake the SAT or the ACT?

“*Admission purposes: Colleges mix and match your
best scores. Student can superscore on transcript.

ERW M__
540 560
580 550

ssScholarship purposes:
Some colleges give scholarships/grants based on
standardized test scores (and GPA).

“*Many schools are now “test optional”
s*May help if score lower than range given by college
s*May disqualify some students from scholarships/grants
ssPolicies differ- contact colleges directly with questions



Application Options

**Rolling Admissions—once all info is in, college will render a
decision usually within 2-6 weeks

ssEarly Action—If you apply “early” (usually
October/November), you will get an admission decision in
December or January, otherwise decision usually in April

**Regular Decision—Submit application b%/ specific date and
receive decision no later than April 15t

ssEarly Decision—Binding/Like a contract (typically more
selective schools)

**Specific dates vary from college to college**



Application Decisions

« Admitted...admitted to the college...good news!

 Deferred/Waitlisted...may need to send 7t
semester grades or additional SAT/ACT
scores...on the bubble

 Denied...did not meet the criteria for the
college, for that particular school
year...probably not a good fit for you or the
college



Latest on IU Kelley School of
Business

» Beginning this year, Kelley will be using a holistic
approach for evaluating direct admit.

Previous years- 3.8 gpa, 1370 SAT / 30 ACT

Now emphasis on rigor of courses, grades and the
Kelley Prospect Inventory (KPI).

Complete IU app by Nov. 15t (Common App or Apply
IU)- indicate Business as a major.

KPI is due by Nov. 15th,
Recommendation letters will not be considered.

Those not admitted to Kelley can be admitted as Pre-
Business students with the opportunity to be accepted
later.



How to Search for Financial Aid

“*Internet Websites
s*Students: “Guidance Update”-school email

**MHS Scholarship Listings on MHS Website: “Guidance
Information Update” link

“*Post-Secondary School Scholarships—November 15t
deadline for many!!

¢ Individual scholarship opportunities for students
once accepted by a college.



AP Exam Registration

s All registrations done online through College Board.
**Please check with your child and make sure they have an
active College Board account. We cannot troubleshoot.
Parent and/or child must call.
“*Registration deadline: Nov. 18t, 2025
s Students must decide by this date if they are testing
s*Includes self-study exams

AP classes that run only second semester: registration
deadline is February 15t 2026.

“*Payment window for all AP Exams beginning of February,
2026.



AP Exam Registration continued

* Fees same as last year- $99 per exam.
« State subsidizes Math/English/Science/Gov/World Language
« Fee waivers available for FRL
* Indiana Subsidy will only cover two exams for 2026

. 340 fee charged to student per exam ordered after the due
ate.

» Students will register with AP teachers in each of their AP
classes.

« Payments will be made online in February through the
EventLink.

» All AP Exams are scheduled for May
* Most exams will be digital and some hybrid.



Dual Credit

“*Many classes taken at MHS also have college credit attached.
“*lvy Tech and/or PNW issue credits.
s»Students will sign up in their classes.

“0Only students who received dual credit for Junior English can
qualify for credit for Senior English.

“*Students who are required to complete the Knowledge
Assessment must complete in order to receive college credit.

ssAfter graduation students send transcripts to their colleges
directly from lvy Tech or PNW.

s*Questions about how credits transfer? Visit www.transferin.net



http://www.transferin.net/

Indiana College Core- ICC

* The Indiana College Core is a block of 30 credit hours
of general education, college-level coursework which
is guaranteed to transfer between all Indiana public
colleges and universities.

 Fulfill using dual credit and AP exam scores

» Classes required in- Written Communication, Speaking and
Listening, Quantitative Reasoning, Scientific Ways of Knowing,
Social and Behavioral Ways of Knowing, and Humanistic and

Artistic Ways of Knowing.

* Majority of credits earned through Ivy Tech.

* lvy Tech representative meets with eligible students to review
options for ICC completion.



Indiana Graduation Pathways

* Box 1- Fulfill all state diploma requirements.

* Box 2- Demonstrate and document employability skills
* Clubs, sport or part time job
» Forms available in packet

* Box 3- Postsecondary-Ready Competencies- One of the
following:

» Academic Honors Diploma

» ACT, SAT or ASVAB w/ intent benchmark

» Three dual credit classes w/ C average- one must be core class
* Three AP Classes

* Local Pathway



Helpful Web Sites

NCAA Eligibility Center: http://www.ncaa.org

www.collegeboard.org

www.act.org

www.commonapp.org

www.fastweb.com ( FREE scholarship search engine)

www.goingmerry.com (Scholarships)

www.transferin.net (concurrent enrollment credit transfer)

www.indianacollegecosts.org (college cost estimator)

www.investedindiana.org/ (Financial Aid)

www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org (College Planning /Scholarships)

apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies
(College Credit for AP exams)



http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.goingmerry.com/
http://www.transferin.net/
http://www.indianacollegecosts.org/
http://www.investedindiana.org/
http://www.bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies

Bright Futures Ahead!

DEADLINE ALERT!

Be mindful of deadlines!

When in doubt, contact the college
admissions office!



