
Planning For the Future
Class of 2027



 Graduation Pathways
 PSAT, SAT, ACT 
 AP, Dual Credit, and Indiana College Core
 Internet Resources
 National Honor Society Eligibility
 First Steps in the College Search



 In order to graduate from Munster High 
School, all students must satisfy these 3 
requirements:

◦ Box 1: Obtain all credits for a high school diploma

◦ Box 2: Learn and Demonstrate Employability Skills

◦ Box 3: Demonstrate Post-Secondary Readiness 
Competencies



 Students should know which diploma 
they are working towards:
◦ Core 40
◦ Core 40 with Academic Honors
◦ Core 40 with Technical Honors

 Students must satisfy all requirements 
for one of these diplomas to ‘check’ 
Box 1.



 2 ways to ‘check’ Box 2:
◦ Earn 8 points in school-sponsored clubs/sports
 1 season of participation in a sport= 8 points
 Steady participation in clubs allows students to accumulate 

points
 Clubs and point values can be found in the Course 

Selection Guide, pages 40-45: Clubs and Activities
OR

◦ Earn 75+ hours of paid employment over 4 years of high school 
that can be signed off on by an employer

◦ Volunteer hours DO NOT count for Box 2

 Students are also responsible for writing a 2-3 page 
reflection paper based on their Box 2 
activity/employment

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1678127886/munsterus/cbo3pq5pvtjtenpjgpbd/2023-24CourseGuide.pdf




 Students must achieve one of the following:

• Honors Diploma: Academic/Technical- satisfy all requirements
• SAT: Meet the 480 ERW and 530 Math benchmarks
• ACT: Meet college-ready benchmarks (see course selection guide, page 8)
• ASVAB: Earn a minimum AFQT score of 31 and have intent to enlist
• State-and Industry recognized Credential or Certification
• Federally Recognized Apprenticeship
• Career-Technical Education Concentrator- must earn a C average in at 

least two non-duplicative advanced courses within a program
• AP/Dual Credit Courses: Must earn a C average or higher in at least three 

courses 
• Locally Created Pathway- Human Services, Entrepreneurship, Fine Arts, 

Exercise Science, PLTW: Engineering, PLTW: Biomed, Computer Science



 ASVAB= Armed Services Vocational Aptitude 
Battery- entrance exam for armed services, is 
offered once in the spring at MHS

 ASVAB benchmark is an AFQT score of 31 or higher

 ASVAB score may only be used for Box 3 if a student 
fills out an Intent to Enlist Form with plans to commit 
to a military branch after high school

 This is a change from the state, effective with the 
class of 2025



The PSAT is the practice test for the SAT.
It helps predict SAT scores.

 Includes test ‘modules’ in reading, writing and language, and math 

 Tightly aligned with the SAT

 All students grades 9-11 will take either the PSAT 8/9 or the 
PSAT/NMSQT in school on Tuesday, October 21th.

 Attendance on test day is IMPORTANT- please plan accordingly!



 Score report access emailed to students; also 
available via College Board accounts

 PSAT scores (160-760) are aligned to SAT 
scores (200-800). 

 PSAT scores determine eligibility for 
National Merit Scholarship Competition junior 
year only.



 PSAT is completely digital.

 2 hours and 14 minutes- 30 minutes shorter

 98 total questions, down from 139 

 Specific details regarding the day of testing 
will be made available soon.



Test Areas:

 Evidence-based Reading, Writing/Language, and Math.

 Test scores range from 200-800 per section.

 Register online at www.collegeboard.org

 $68.00 fee to take a weekend SAT

 If student receives free/reduced lunch and/or text book 
assistance, fee waiver is available. See counselor for details.

* Follow all directions on the College Board website.



 Saturday, October 4, 2025
◦ Registration Deadline: 

September 19th, 2025

 School Day SAT: March, 
2026

 Saturday, May 2, 2026

 Essay section has been 
discontinued

 All SAT exams are now 
digital



 All junior students will take the SAT during the school 
day at MHS in early March.

 This is an Indiana testing requirement.

 If students meet the benchmarks on the SAT laid out 
by the state, it will ‘check’ Box 3 of Graduation 
Pathways (480 ERW score, 530 math score).

 More information regarding the School Day SAT will 
be forthcoming in early second semester.



 College Board 
◦ Question of the Day
◦ Free Practice App (Android and iPhone)
◦ Full Practice Test: www.collegeboard.org

 Khan Academy:  https://www.khanacademy.org/digital-sat

 Jeanius Prep: www.jeaniusprep.com

 Tutors Across America: https://tutorsacrossamerica.com/

 Private Prep Classes: Excel Edge
www.exceledgeinc.com
 Junior families will receive Excel Edge registration information during 

first semester.

http://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.khanacademy.org/digital-sat
http://www.jeaniusprep.com/
https://tutorsacrossamerica.com/
http://www.exceledgeinc.com/


 Tests evaluate English, Mathematics, Reading Comprehension and 
Science.

 Optional Writing test available

 Score Range: 1-36

 $93.00 with writing test/$68.00 without writing

 $40.00 fee for late registration

 MHS is a test site in April, 2026

 Register online: www.actstudent.org

 Fee waivers available for students who qualify for free/reduced lunch 
and textbook assistance- see counselor for details.

http://www.actstudent.org/


It depends…

Do the scores:  
 Reflect the student’s true academic ability?
 Fall within the range of scores required for admission 

to the college of their choice?
 Meet requirements for a scholarship?



 Due to Covid, many colleges made the submission of college 
entrance exams optional for admissions decisions…this may 
not still be the case. Be sure to check admissions websites!

 Should your student submit their scores? It depends…
◦ Are their scores within or above the range for acceptance?
◦ Are they looking for merit scholarship money?
◦ If the answer is ‘yes’ to either of these questions, then they 

should submit scores
OR

 Are their scores below the range for acceptance but their 
grades/GPA fit criteria?

 If you answered ‘yes’ to the above, be sure that the school is 
test optional before deciding against submitting scores



 AP classes require 
rigorous academic 
preparation.

 4 AP credits and exams 
satisfy one possible 
requirement for the 
Academic Honors 
Diploma.

 Can also be used for 
Graduation Pathways 
Box 3 completion.



 All registration is completed online through CollegeBoard.
◦ There WILL be fees for cancelled or unused tests- $40
◦ Please check with your student and make sure they have 

an active CollegeBoard account. We cannot troubleshoot. 
Parent and/or student must call.

 Registration deadline: November 1, 2025
◦ Students must decide by this date if they are testing
◦ Includes self-study exams

 AP classes that run only second semester: registration 
deadline is February 1, 2026

 Payment window for all AP Exams will be in early February.



 2026 AP testing fees are $99 per exam.
◦ State subsidizes Math/English/Science
◦ Fee waivers available for free/reduced lunch 
◦ Indiana Subsidy will only cover two exams for 2026.

 $40 fee charged to student per exam ordered after the due 
date

 Students will register with AP teachers in each of their AP 
classes.

 Payments will be made online in February through EventLink.
 All AP Exams are scheduled for May.

 Exams will be digital or hybrid.



 Test scores 1-5 
 3, 4, or 5 may earn college credit
 Test results posted online in July

AP Credit and Placement

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/sear
ch-credit-policies

AP Information for Parents

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap/for-parents

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/exploreap/for-parents


 Many classes taken at MHS also have college credit attached.

 Students will sign up in their classes.

 Only students who receive dual credit for Junior English can qualify for credit for Senior 
English.

 Students who are required to complete the Knowledge Assessment (KA) must complete 
in order to receive college credit.

 Can earn concurrent credits through Ivy Tech, PNW, and Vincennes University (Each 
college has their own unique qualifiers)

 Earning 6 dual credits satisfies one possible requirement for the Academic Honors 
Diploma.

 Earning 9 dual credits (3 in a core content area) satisfies Box 3 of Graduation Pathways.



 Courses may require a   pre-
requisite

 Courses may require students 
to take a Knowledge 
Assessment or an 
English/STEM/Calc exam to 
qualify.

 BE MINDFUL of dual credit 
emails- important 
information!

 An updated crosswalk will be 
sent to families soon

 Any questions regarding dual 
credit should be directed to 
Kristan Reed at 
khreed@munsterschools.gov



 Block of 30 dual credit hours of general education, college-
level coursework which is guaranteed to transfer between all 
Indiana public colleges and universities.

 Munster High School finished 5th in the state for ICC 
completions, with 33% of seniors earning the certificate.

 MHS Students who earned the ICC have:
◦ Saved thousands of dollars on general college credits 

 PNW Students: $12,000 to date
 IUB/Purdue WL: $25,000-$30,000 to date
 Out of State: $50,000+ to date

◦ Finished college in three years
◦ Progressed to graduate coursework faster



TransferIN
https://transferin.net/

Transferology
https://www.transferol
ogy.com/index.htm

https://transferin.net/
https://www.transferology.com/index.htm


 Junior year grades should impress college 
admissions departments. 

 Take challenging classes through senior year.

 Consider and explore career options.
 Make community service a part of the high 

school experience- it can lead to scholarship 
opportunities.



 College admissions officers look closely at:

◦ Classes taken
◦ Transcript/GPA
◦ Strong senior schedule
◦ Solid extra-curricular activities
◦ SAT/ACT scores 
◦ Essays (when required)
◦ Recommendations (when required)
◦ Student’s interests and perceived fit for college

 Acceptance is provisionary upon the review and 
approval of the final transcript!



 Hospitals
 Churches
 Salvation Army
 Red Cross
 Animal Shelters
 Munster Parks Department
 Political Campaigns

 Serve Indiana: 
http://www.in.gov/serveindiana/volunteer/2407.htm

 Volunteer Match: https://www.volunteermatch.org

http://www.in.gov/serveindiana/volunteer/2407.htm
https://www.volunteermatch.org/


 Scholarship: 
3.25 GPA after fifth semester

 Leadership
 Character
 Service
 Questions? Contact:
◦ Val Pflum: vmpflum@munsterschools.gov or
◦ Cam Adams: cmadams@munsterschools.gov



 Meet with college reps- lunch room visits, college fairs

 Attend campus visits

 Explore college websites

 Search websites:
◦ College Board (Big Future): 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org
◦ College Planning: 

https://learnmoreindiana.org/college-discovery/

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://learnmoreindiana.org/college-discovery/


 College Fairs:
◦ NACAC National College Fair: September 13, 2025 at Navy Pier, Chicago

(11:00-3:00)
 Register at: https://www.nacacattend.org/25Chicago

◦ Northwest Indiana Area College Fair
 Munster High School
 September 3rd, 2025 6:00-7:30pm

 College Visits:
◦ College reps at MHS
◦ Check MHS announcements 

 College Visit Absence Form available on MHS website

https://www.nacacattend.org/25Chicago


 For Potential College Athletes:
NCAA Eligibility Center: https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

 Indiana College Admissions Info:
College Board Big Future:
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search


Guidance Office Phone Number: 219-836-3209

 Ms. Terry: students with the last names A-Co
◦ cnterry@munsterschools.gov Phone Extension: 3210

 Mr. Gregory: students with the last names Cp-Hi
◦ pkgregory@munsterschools.gov Phone Extension: 3409

 Mrs. Elizabeth Keleher: students with the last name Hj-Mn
◦ epkeleher@munsterschools.gov Phone Extension: 3434

 Ms. Cindy Kielbasa: students with the last names Mo-Sa
◦ clkielbasa@munsterschools.gov Phone Extension: 3212

 Mrs. Kristen Salan: students with the last names Sc-Z
◦ kmsalan@munsterschools.gov Phone Extension: 3365



 Mrs. Kristan Reed
◦ Dual Credit, Scholarships
◦ khreed@munsterschools.gov , Extension 3213

 Mrs. Nikki Olson
◦ Registrar
◦ ndolson@munsteschools.gov , Extension 3208

 Mrs. Maureen Gaither
◦ General Questions
◦ mmgaither@munsterschools.gov , Extension 3207

 Mr. Robert Snyder
◦ Assistant Principal over Guidance Department
◦ rcsnyder@munsterschools.gov , Extension 3324

mailto:khreed@munsterschools.gov
mailto:ndolson@munsteschools.gov
mailto:mmgaither@munsterschools.gov
mailto:rcsnyder@munsterschools.gov


Make it a great year!
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