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Hello MNHS Families,

Summer flew by! We hope everyone enjoys the extra day off for Labor Day tomorrow. Our doors will
officially open for the 2025-2026 school year on Tuesday, September 2, 2025.

Students attending DCTS this school year! You will report to DCTS on Tuesday, September 2, 2025.

Last week we hosted our annual 9" Grade and New Student Orientation. Our Tiger Guides led the
program greeting new students with enthusiasm while showcasing all we have to offer. Students had the
opportunity to meet several staff members while they toured the building and will hopefully recognize
some teachers on the first official day of school. Parents had the opportunity to participate in a short
presentation with Mr. Beltrante and a member of the PTO. We hope to see even more faces at our monthly
PTO meetings. All students in attendance were able to randomly win a gift card/coupon which they will
receive this week. We would like to thank The Sugaree, Delco Steaks, Rita’s Water Ice in Broomall, The
Original Thunderbird, Newtown Square Pizza, and The PJ Whelihan’s Group for their generous
donations. Our community has so many wonderful businesses that support our school and students
throughout the school year. We hope everyone continues to support them in return. Stay tuned for the
many fundraisers we will host this coming year.

The Tiger Marching Band had the exciting opportunity to perform live on air Friday on 6ABC.
They performed during the morning broadcast and filmed a segment that aired at 12:00 p.m. and 4:00
p.m. that same day. Congratulations to the Tiger Marching Band for this selection.

The Homecoming Dance is September 13, 2025, from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the high school. No
outside guests will be permitted. Students must remain at the dance until 9:00 p.m. This is a great time to
connect with fellow students while showing school spirit! Ticket sales will take place during 5" block
during the week of September 8™, The cost of each ticket is $20.

Please ensure that you have read and reviewed with your student the communication about our new
cellphone procedures. Letters were sent in June and August.

Technology also sent communication every Monday about the One-to-One Damage Waiver Program.
This fee should be paid by September 2"

Fundraising has already started for different organizations. The Student Council will sell shirts to promote
class/school spirit beginning on September 3™, In the next weekly message, the “Fundraiser” section will
appear under “Reminders” below.

One of our district goals for the upcoming school year is to thoughtfully implement the smart use of
Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools to support teaching and learning. Over the past year, we’ve worked
closely with our staff to prepare for this exciting shift, developing clear guidelines, setting lesson



expectations, and providing professional development to ensure a safe and purposeful rollout. We’ve also
partnered with the education-focused Al platform Magic School to give our educators access to trusted
tools and resources.

All K—12 teachers will be equipped with Al resources to enhance instruction, and students in grades 512
will have age-appropriate access to Al tools that support learning and creativity. As a school district, we
are committed to preparing students for success in a rapidly changing world, and we believe this work
will help develop the critical thinking, problem-solving, and digital literacy skills they’ll need in the
future. Please know this initiative is grounded in thoughtful planning, and our goal is to use Al in ways
that are safe, responsible, and educationally sound. At the outset of the school year, our classroom
teachers and school administrators will review Al expectations with grades 5-12 students. You can access
this link to learn more about our Al student guidelines.

A few important reminders and updates:

- Student Parking: Students must have a parking permit to park on the school grounds for the
first day of school. Any student with a license may receive a parking permit by submitting the
form and showing proof of their license. Our campus has 237 student parking spots, available on
a first-come, first-served basis. Please note that securing a parking spot on campus is not
guaranteed.

- Student Drop-off: Student drop-off is located at the back entrance of the building. Doors open at
6:55 a.m. and all students should then report to the cafeteria. At 7:25 a.m. the rest of the building
will open, and students can report directly to Block 1.

- School Start/End Time/Attendance: Block 1 begins at 7:40 a.m. and Block 5 concludes at 2:35
p.m. Report absences via email or phone: hsattendance(@mnsd.org or 610.359.4219.

- Transportation Information: All information, including your bus number, pick-up and drop-off
times, and routes can be found in your Infinite Campus portal.

- School Breakfast/Lunch: Click here for an important message on the district website regarding
school lunches for the 2025-2026 school year.

o Breakfast is free for all students

o The National School Lunch Program application must be completed online every year.
This application is how families qualify for free lunch. During the 2025-2026 school
year, any student who originally qualified for reduced lunch will now receive free lunch.
To complete the application online use the link for the school café. If you need a paper
application, click here. Menus can also be found on the MNSD website under food
service when the school year begins. Click here for the school café.

- Visitors: All visitors must report to the main entrance and scan their ID through Raptor to obtain
access to the building.

- Technology/Laptops: Marple Newtown School District has a One-to-One Laptop Program. Click
here for detailed information on the One-to-One Damage Waiver Program including registration.

o Incoming 9"-grade students from Paxon Hollow Middle School will receive their laptop
during the first few days of school. The insurance fee must be paid before receiving the
device.

o Returning families in grades 10" — 12% with a district laptop will have until September 2,
2025, to pay the insurance for the year.

o Any new student to the district should select this link to complete the waiver document as
well as pay the insurance for the year. Mr. Friedgen will provide new students with their
laptops when school begins.

- Summer Forms: Drop off all forms at the main office. Click here to print a copy of the forms.

- E-Hallpass: We utilize an electronic hallway pass. Students' computers should be charged every
day to leave class. Students will not be allowed to use cell phones for E-Hallpass as this would be
a violation of our new procedures.




- Message from our Nurse:
o Our nurse will conduct health screenings from September 8" through September 12%. If
you do not want your child to participate you must let the nurse know in advance.
o All seniors must have their second meningitis vaccine by September 8,
- Sports: Click here to access sports schedules.

We look forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events. If you are interested in volunteering in our
school, click here for more information about necessary forms and clearances. We are looking forward to
a great year!

Important Dates:

9/2 — First Day of School for Students

9/3 — First home Volleyball Match

9/4 — First home Field Hockey Game

9/6 — First Cross-Country Meet

9/11 — Boys Soccer Health Awareness Game
9/12 — Homecoming Game

9/13 — Homecoming Dance — 6:30 p.m.

Stefanie McDevitt
Assistant Principal
Marple Newtown High School

District:

We are excited to welcome our new families and returning students back to school on Tuesday, September
2, 2025. Our administrative team, faculty, and staff have prepared for the return of our students and are
focused on teaching and learning and meeting our students' social and emotional needs. Please see The
Tigers' Pride Back to School edition that offers families important dates, student orientation details, links
to supply lists and summer reading, transportation information, and more.

PHMS:

The countdown is over and the halls of Paxon Hollow are buzzing again! Last week’s new student
orientation gave our newest Tigers the chance to tour the building, meet staff, and start building
connections that will carry them through the year. This week we officially launch into learning, growth,
and community - together.

Families can stay connected through our weekly Peek of the Week newsletter, and we look forward to
seeing everyone at upcoming events including Picture Day, Fall Sports sign-ups, and our September 11th
Back to School Night. Here’s to a school year filled with teamwork, kindness, and plenty of wins for our
students.

All Elementary Schools:

We are so excited to see Grades 1-5 on Tuesday, September 2! Please note September 2-5 will be Kid
Talk appointments for Kindergarteners, then their first day of school is Monday, September 8. Before you
know it, it will be time for Back to School Night—you will receive specific information from your
individual schools concerning this event.





