Mathcounts Program FAQs

What is “Mathcounts”?

Mathcounts itself is a non-profit organization established in 1983. It provides engaging math
programs to US middle school students to improve math problem solving skills and build math
learning confidence. Many mathcounts alumni have successfully participated in a variety of high
school STEM activities and continued to make great achievements throughout their academic and
professional careers.

Mathcounts Competition is widely recognized as the largest and most prestigious math
competitions for middle school students (grades 6-8) in US. Each year Patton middle school
participates in the Sixth Grade Mathcounts competition (for 6th graders only) and Chapter
Mathcounts competition (for 7-8th graders) hosted by Chester County where top performers in the
Chester County Chapter will advance to Pennsylvania State and National Mathcounts
Competitions.

For more information, please visit www.mathcounts.org.

What is the Patton Mathcounts Program about?

The Patton Mathcounts is an in-person afterschool math program to help students improve math
problem-solving skills and select students to participate in the annual Chester County
Mathcounts Competition.

What do | expect from the program?

The program aims to improve math problem solving skills by having students practice middle
school level math competition problems during the meets and between meets. Students will work
individually and in groups as appropriate. Solutions and discussions will be provided after the
practice. Note we will focus on problem solving strategies and skills rather than teaching
fundamentals hence students should come prepared with necessary knowledge which is
obtained from school or other extracurricular sources.



Who will be coaching the program?

Dr. Shenshen Cai, who had coached the Patton Mathcounts program in the past three years, will
continue coaching the program this year. Depending on availability, several UHS students may
also be responsible for certain activities during the program. If you participate in the program
when you are in Patton, we welcome your volunteering to give back after you graduate from Patton!

When will this program start and end? And at what time will we meet?

The program is scheduled to start on Friday September 26, 2025 and end sometime in
February/March depending on when the Chester County Mathcounts Competitions are complete.
We will meet each Friday (except for school holidays and breaks) after school till about 4 pm.

The location of our meets will be determined shortly before the program start date and will be sent
to the registrants separately.

Will there be a fee for the program?

For 2025-2026 year, there will be a $12 program fee for each registrant charged by school.
Payment instructions will be provided to the registrants separately.

How do I know if the level of difficulty of the program is right for me?

Although the program is open to all Patton students, it is recommended that the students who are
interested have a preliminary assessment before deciding to register.

A minimum of 3-4 questions answered correctly is generally recommended.

Is it OK for me to miss any of the meets if | have other conflicts?

We recommend that you participate in all the meets. However, we understand that you may have
other priorities occasionally. If you do have other conflicts and cannot attend any meet, please
send a notice as early as you know it. The attendance rate will be a factor in selection of
participants in Chester County Mathcounts competition this year.



What if | have other questions?

No problem! Please contact scai@ucfsd.net for other questions you have.
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