SILSA Course Syllabus

Course Name: AP English Language and Composition
Teacher(s): Ariel Robinson and Megan Turkel

Course Overview

This course is designed to immerse motivated students in the challenge, responsibility, and intellectual freedom of a college-level
English class. You will develop as a confident, insightful reader, writer, and thinker by engaging with both traditional and multimodal texts.
Building on the central idea that all writing is argument, this course emphasizes how writers use language and diverse modes of
communication to create connections, shape identities, and elicit powerful responses from audiences.

You will analyze and create work across genres—written, visual, oral, and digital—while learning to craft your own rhetorical voice.
Alongside AP-style preparation, this class foregrounds creativity, collaboration, and threshold concepts: writing as process, writing as
epistemic, transfer of rhetorical knowledge, and metacognition.

Course Objectives

Master close reading to analyze rhetorical strategies and authorial purpose across genres and modes.

Identify and apply stylistic, grammatical, and rhetorical conventions in both traditional and multimodal forms.
Evaluate arguments, identifying rhetorical effectiveness and fallacies.

Create arguments and narratives in multimodal formats (essays, podcasts, infographics, zines, videos, etc.).
Synthesize information from a variety of sources (textual, visual, digital) to create reasoned, creative arguments.
Reflect on personal learning through portfolios and metacognitive self-assessments.

Collaborate with peers in projects that emphasize community, dialogue, and rhetorical flexibility.




Essential Questions to Spark Student Inquiry

1. How do authors use rhetorical strategies to shape meaning, influence audiences, and build credibility?

2. How do authors use rhetorical strategies to shape meaning, influence audiences, and build credibility?
3. In what ways does language reflect, reinforce, or challenge cultural values and social power?

Assessment

Formative

e Formative assignments: For formative assignments (noted with [[/4] in the assignment title), you'll earn full credit for completion;
there are usually very minor assignments or milestones of larger projects. Full credit will be marked as 1 point.

The primary value of these assignments is not the grade itself but the feedback. Timely completion allows me to respond with comments
and suggestions and apply it to future work. The more consistent students are in meeting these small deadlines, the stronger final essays
and projects will become.

Because these tasks are meant to support learning in real time, they carry a low weight in overall grade. However, deadlines are essential:
formative assignments will not be accepted after the grade submission deadline for each quarter. This is meant to balance workload, but it
also prevents last-minute late submissions that don’t contribute to growth.

Think of formative work as your training ground: the more regularly you show up, the more prepared you’ll be for the major assignments
that matter most.

Summative




e Core Assignments: For core assignments (noted with [CORE] on the course calendar and in Canvas), | use a scoring guide or rubric
to give clarity to the grading criteria and improve feedback and consistency. Each core assignment will have its own rubric on a
100-point scale.

Minimum Grade Policy: In practice, 50% is the lowest grade recorded for any submitted core assignment. This policy reflects the belief that
failure is failure—there is no need to measure more shades of failing than succeeding. Assignments not submitted will be marked as a zero
until the end of the quarter, when they will be adjusted to 50%.

Engagement Requirement: Without active engagement in class content (formative work, discussions, and checkpoints), it is mathematically
impossible for a student to earn higher than a C in the course. Core assignments demonstrate basic understanding, but practice and
participation are essential for growth.

Timeliness and Excellence: Consistently late submissions on core assignments will NOT result in a final grade of an A. Excellence (A) requires
not only quality work but also timeliness—meeting deadlines is part of academic responsibility and a hall mark of college-level
expectations.

Grading

—In practice, 50% is the lowest possible grade on any core assignment in this course (does not apply to

auxiliary or completion assignments), which reflects my belief that a failing grade is a failing grade and there is no reason to define more
degrees of failure than success in a grading scale. Items will be marked as a zero if not turned in and changed to 50% at the end of each
quarter.

—Active participation in class discussions and activities is only graded as Complete/Not Complete but regular, first-rate engagement is
expected from you as college students. This looks like active listening, refraining from inappropriate technology, completing the readings,
and avoiding Al in writing. At the end of the semester, | reserve the right to provide a total final grade for your discussion posts that regards
your overall level and quality of engagement throughout the entire five weeks, regardless of whether you technically “completed” any
individual post.

Assessment:
Assignment Types
e Core Assignments: For core assignments (noted with [CORE] on the course calendar and in Canvas), | use a scoring guide or rubric
to give clarity to the grading criteria and improve feedback and consistency. Each core assignment will have its own rubric on a
100-point scale.




e Formative assignments: For completion assignments (noted with [["4] in the assignment title), you'll earn full credit for completion;
there are usually very minor assignments or milestones of larger projects. Full credit will be marked as 1 point.

Essay Score Conversion

6 =100 3=75
5=95 2=65
4=85 1=55

ys are scored on a range of 1-6

Grading Criteria:

Assessments Percentage

("40nline Discussions and Formative Work 30%
[CORE] Practice Essays

[CORE] SPACECAT one-pager Rhetoric 50%

[CORE] Special Topics Presentation
[CORE] Muckraking Research Paper
PROCTORED Final Exam 20%

Attendance

Per Board of Education Procedure 3420-P: Students who exceed the number of absences to earn course credit must attend attendance
recovery within two weeks of their last absence.

Per Board of Education Procedure 4400-P: To receive credit for a course, a student must not have more than five (5) unlawful class
absences.

When a student must miss school, a written excuse signed by a parent or guardian must be presented to the student’s teacher on the day
the student returns after an absence. Absences due to extended illnesses may also require a statement from a health care practitioner.



https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=asheville_city&s=2039612
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=asheville_city&s=918541

Additional/Supplemental Information

Please Review these materials:

Materials & First Steps
If you didn’t receive a copy of Just Mercy (Bryan Stevenson), please stop by Room 112 this week to pick one up. You’ll read, discuss,
and review the text, and your first in-class essay will be on 9/5. Summer work is also due that day.

Ny Summer Work Packet: [Google Doc Link

N Syllabus: [Google Doc Link
\)) Engagement Contract: [Google Doc Link

If you have questions about pacing, accommodations, or balancing commitments, please reach out. We are here to support you, and
we are genuinely excited to see what you’ll create and contribute this year.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Daltmpa-QMikmPMW8KxXeV5LRWrhH_4U7rqKUmBOJOA/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XZSokrSJOqODUZZQCcRWQ_yitKZjH0ADQU2Uw1aLCj4/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RPR5W4dOYA7BiheWHzZqVR32ilXUuT00kdCXM-zznr0/edit?tab=t.0
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