One-third of seniors . Program unlocks potential

graduate with an for students with learning
associate degree differences

. Reflections of a once . Denise Phillips ’70 leads
disillusioned teacher campus ministry

August 2025

ONNECTIONS




| 3BB3@ @; )63 Y@BAR3<B

$V, @RN EDFN RQ KLY SDWY HDUDWAVKRS ' XQQH & DIWRTF 6 FKRRO,
DP IGBG Z 1\ J UDWWXGH | RUWH GHAFDWRQ DQG SDWIRQ R RXUIDFX@V
DQG WBI ( DFK GD\ \WH DUIYH RQ FDP SXV ZI\W \WWH P MRQ \R
LJ QWM SXUSRVH DQG XQBFN SRIMQIDCZ MKIQ HYHY VWGHQN7KH Z RN
* RG KDV FDOIG XV \R VKICHV WURXIK 1Q ERK WH TXIHWHYHY GD\
IOMDAMRQ% @H D PRQQI KUK Iy DV ZHO DV WH P DRU
P LBMRQHV VXFK DV FHBEUDIY RXUJWGXDWV DV \KH  HP EDUN RQ
\WHU QH WRKDSWU 7KURXIK DOWWHVH P RP HQW RXUWWDP  Z RUW
UHBIQBWO \R UHP IQG RXUMNGHQN \WDWWH.  DUH \P DWW FDSDEG
DQG ®YHG : KHQ RXUMIMGHON WK® EHIHYH WLV \KHU SRMELDIAY
EHFRP H @ MW

7KV \ HDWV DFKIHYHP HQW DUH D \MBP HQMR WDWEHMH  7KILW SHIFHOAR RXU VHQRY HDUHG DWRFAIDWM

GHIWHHV SXWI \WHP DKHDG DV \WH  WDQUMRQ \R XQYHIAW DQG KHSIQI \WHUIDP LOHV VDYH YDODE®! WP H DQG

UHVRXUFHV $ QXP EHUR RXUJWDGXDMV Z I@EH \WH [IANQ \WHUIDP [0V \R DWHQG FR®UH DQG Z H DUH FRQILGHQW

\WH DUH IX@ SUHSDUHG \R EHFRP H \KH ILANR J IDGXDWM DV Z HO & RBAIYHO RXUVHQARUFOW KDV HDUHG RYHU
P LORQIQ VFKRDWKISY D UHP DUNDEG! LHORIRQ R WHUKDLG Z RN DQG FRP P MY HQW

$V\RX H SBUH WY HAMRQ R &RQUHAIRYY , HQFRXUDIH \ RX \R FHBEUDW WH H FHSWRQDODFFRP SOKP HQW R
RXUVNGHQWV IDFXGV Bl DQG DOP QL 1 RH R WLV Z RX@ EH SRME®! Z MRXW RX DQG \ RUMIMDG DWIHKWWIQ
YAVKRS ' XQQH & DWRTE 6 FKRRO<RXUVXSSRUAP DNHV D UHDADQG OVIQY P SDPWRQWH @HV R RXUMMGHQN

2 XU$ ® DO DWMUEHDXWX@ WHP LQGV XV

$® DO DMUY%VKRS ' XQQH + # UIQ) 1XVXUH GDGHLY R IQQRYDW
: KHQWRIHWHU Z H DUIH RQH DQG(VIiME\gSmm \KH EHVW\& DWRTE HGXFDURQ
$CORXU\FDU/DQGD@?XUGD\V \R\NHV\MG‘QNR‘ 1RUN7|—[D\/

$® D0 DMUZHWIQ] \ RXUSWDIVH

/ W VKRZ RXU) DBRQ 3UGH WV \ HDUE\  VKDUQJ " (( $# YKRS' XQQH&DWRIF 6FKRRO
WH HWDREY WQV KDSSHAQI DW 94VKRS HP SRZ HY HDFK VWWGHOAR H SR IQTXILH BDG

' XQH - RQ XV DWKSFRP 1Q) HYHQW DQG UHFRQHAW D e eXY R SRR ALY == U TS IS U s AT € (=B 20)
ZIW FOWP DMV , GRN IRZDG \R VHHQJ \RX RQ LOD MR IXOFRP P XQW R DMK

FDP SXV DQG \WHQI \WHQQ) RXUFRP P XQW AV

$| + !* ( %l
3XWBRWH 5 HVSHAW ,QMIWY * HAFDWRQ ( [ FH®IQFH

3UHMAEHQN DEHO RUHCR

,QARGXPURQ / HWUILRP 3 UMGHQW " RQRY $UV

7KHYKRS ' XQHYRDGR ' IHARY $GP IWIRQV &OEV 6HYIEH
&RP P XQW 6\XGHON ) RUP DARQ 0 IG3BI 6 FKRRO | HDGHUKIS

$OPQ 0 IG3BI 6 FKRRCG&RQW $ \KOMFV

7HDFKHY / HDWQIQJ 5 HVRXUFH & HQMU 1HZV 8SFRP QU ( YHQW

3 DUHQW 67(0 1HZV 8 SFRPIQ) ( YHON &RQW



© UMWQE\ ERDUG P HP EHU& KUMIH + ROAR DG
SDUHQAR 3 DWEN + RUAR DQ

7KH GUYH \R DIWHQG YAVKRS
" XQQHFDP HILRP RXUVRQ
3DMEN +H KDG D IHZ
IUHQGY DA ' XQH
DQG KDG EHHQ \R VHYHUDO
IRREDDJDP HV ZKHQ \WH
)DBRQY ZRQ WH \ADW
FKDP SRQKIS +H ®YHG

Why Bishop Dunne?
WH VFKRROVSILW

: KHQ KH YMWG DV )DBRQ IRUD ' DI KH ZDV WaKFN B\ WWH
VWYGHOAERG V GYHUW ( YHU RCQH SX@IG XS FKDILY R DGG P RUH
SHRSE®!I\R \WH GQFK WEGN DQGP I W HWHUIOQ WKH FDP DUDGHUH

$WILWZ H Z HHQWDV FHUBIQ DV 3 DWEN + H KDV P XQIS0! GDURQ)
QUHHFHV g G VB[ ID G VIWSKID DG $' +' 1 H ZHHQWUXWA
KRZ KH Z RXG \WDQUMRQ \R D FRBUH SUHS HOMRP HQWV1 RH R
\KDP DWHUHG \R 3DWEN 7KH SHRS®I VHQWH R FRQQHRAIRQ DQG
RSSRUMQW Z HUH Z KDWKH YDOHG P RW

$W2 SHQ +RXVH , VSR\H Z W IDFX@V DQG Z DV DGYIVHG QRAR \U
DQ KRQRY RU$3 FRXWHV , PHAWZIW 0V )RD KHDG R \WH
/ HDUQQJ 5 HVRXUFHV & HQMU DQG KDG D J UHDWFRQYHWDMRQ Z W
KHU DERXWWWH VXSSRUWV' XQUH FRX@ SWRYIGH ,\WJDYH PH
FRQIGHQAH \WH HGXFDRY Z HH FRP P WG R \WH Z HOEHQJ DQG
DFDGHP IF VXFFHW R HYHY LQEYIGXDOANGHQW

" HVSW  1Q  SHRSGI KDYLQ) GDUQIQ) RUDWHQIRQ MUXHV P DQ\
SUYDIM VFKRRY GRQWRIIHU WH VXSSRUVZH IRXQG DWYAVKRS
' XQH 7KDW\VSHDNY R RXU &DWRTE YDOHV \KDWZ HBRP H
HYHY RQH DQG \R RXUP MWRQR ,JQUYJ 3 XUSRVH DQG 8 QBFNGQY
3RWQIDO

1HDU WH HQG R HBYHON JWGH 3DWENV \MDFKHY
UHFRP P HQGHG KIP IRUVHYHIDCKRGRY DQG $3 FOWHV ,Q\BHDX
JWGH KH \RRN P RUH 3DWENV WDFKHY VDZ KLV SRWQIDODQG
GHYHBSHG D SDFH DSSIRSUDM IRU KIP %HQ) DE® \R
GP ROAMDM KV RZ Q JURZ\K RRXULH. 1Q KLIK VAKRROKHGHG KIP
Z W FROUH DGP MRQV DQG VFKRDUKISV

+H DSSMHG IRUKRQRY DWKLY \RS \BR
XQYHWW FKRIFHV DQG Z DV DFFHSWG
QR ERX +1V GXDCFUHAWFRXWHV Z 1O
D®Z KIP \R JUGXDM IURP FR®UH D
\ HDUHDU®

3DMEN PDGH \WH WKW FKREH 1Q
EHFRPIQ) D ) DBRQ DQG ZH D \R
SRXG R KP +H ZDV QXUMWG
DFDGHP IFD® DQG DOR 1Q VSRV DG
H WDFXUWEXDLY 3DWEN GIW Y%AVKRS
' XQH NRZIQ) KH KDG DOXW ZKR
FDUHG DERXWKIP DQGVDZ KIP

\W P\ KRSH DV D ERDG P HP EHUWDW
FDQ FROMEW \R HOUXUQI %AVKRS
' XQH IV \WH VFKRROR FKRFH IRU
P DQ RWHUIDP LOHV IQKH [ X\XUH

- RQYXFKDADQ

. HMQURZ Q

5 HHWH & RTY/
3DXO' D

YHON QK

& KUMIZH + RUAR DQ
- DQQ/ DZV - DFNVRQ
& KUMIIDQ - RKQVRQ
$OVRQ5 DH 5 REIQRQ
- DVRQ 6 DXFHGR

0 DW6 P L\

=HCRELD 7DVE\

: DQH: DUHQ
A\®: IEN

6 IP RQ=XEWDV

&KDILP DQ

7KL/ \ HDU IRWP HUERDUS P HP EHU
( G5REEHQ SDWHG DZ D\

(G VHYHG RQ WH %A\KRS ' XQWH
ERDG IURP © H ZDQMR
DFNGRZ BIGIH \KLY KXP EGI JHQHIRXV
KHDUAMG P DQ DQG K1Y VHYIFH \R RXU

) DBRQFRP P XQW



6 )@ VP DUNVFDSDE®! DQG ®YHG VHQRY DIWHQGHG \WHUJ UIDGXDURQ FHUHP RQ. DW& RQOFR G
&KXUFK 0 DQ EHIDQ WHUMRXUH DW/AVKRS ' XQQH VHYHQ\ HDLY DIR DQG KDYH GHYHBSHG GHHS UHDMRQUKISY
Z I\ DGP IQMADRY \MDFKHY DQG FOM/P DAV \KDWZ LGDWD QHIP H

$V WH &OW R Z R \R \WH & DW R 1Q D GMWUJLYHQ R HDFK P LGEBI VFKRROJWDGXDM \KLY VDP H
ZIVGRP DSSOHV\RWHP DV ZHOKZRED, P DUW \WWH EHJIQQQ) R D QHZ FKDSWURQH IIQIG Z W QHZ. H SHUHQFHV
FKDEDIQI HY DQG RSSRUNQUAV \WDVZ IOKHS VKDSH Z KR\ RX DUH DQG Z KR\ RX UH EHFRP 1QJ y

RIHHG \R VHQRY R VHQRY HDUHGD IUH R VHQRWY Z HUH 1WAV R VHQRY Z HWH
DWRADW GOUHRQFDP SX\  JHCHDIRQFRBUH WXGHQN  DCP WG \R FRBUH




7RGD. WH DOXP QL FRP P XQW IV
PRH WDQ WIRQY 0 DQ
JIDGDMY WD BMCH 1Q RU QHDU
' D@V 7KHQHZ $OP QL&RXQAAY DQ
LQUDMYH GHVL GHG \R VSDUN IHTRZ KIS
FUDM P HDQQIIXOFRQGHAIRYY  DQG
HPSRZHU DOP QL R KHS \KDSH
YMCRS ' XIUHV BUDRA

/ DW2 AREHU D UFRG IXHW
DWHQGHG WH +RP HFRP LQJ JDP H
DQG SDUN ZKIBI FHOEWDW \KH
UHXQRQR WHFOWHVR

DQG 7KH' DYIG : K\WMP DQ
%DQG SHURWP HG Z KB ) DBRQ RZ QHG
EXMCHWHY @H 6P R\H - RKQV DU
%4XH RZQHGE -XDQ  DQG Y4HQN
S5HOYHV  VHUHGIRRG

7KW \ HDU D@DGP QLFOWHY HQIDIHG

0 WH +LUK +RSHV 6SUQ
&KDBQUH 1HDW® DOP QL
FROPIYHO JDYH ZMW VRPH

R WH SWRFHHOY EHQHMQ \WH
IUVKPDQ GDGHIKIS SWRILP  1Q

7KH &DW R ZRQ
KL KHVAHQI DI HP HQAIDW [RTXZ HG B\
\WH & DWHV R DQG

/ HH)DIRW  WDYHBG ILRP &DORWID
\R EH SDUVR KV FOW UXQRQ DQG
VSR\H \R RXU JUDGXDMQY VHQRY / HH
\RG \WH VWWGHON k- KDWIYHU\ RX BDLD
HSHIHQFH WH RU DFFRPSOK IV
\ RXWY/ DQG\ RXY DBGH IRUHYHU y

' XUQ) WH ZHHNR 9 DBIQMHV' D\
ZH FHBEWDWG K RYH DWW XQCHy \R
UHFRXQMKH PDQ ®YH WRUHV \WWDW
EHIDQ RQ FDPSXV 2QH R RXU
IDYRIM VRIHV EHIDQ 1Q
EHEZHHQ 6FRW 1 RZRRG DQG

6XVDQO D DAD9DBRQILHV' D\
@QH 7KH MG IRU VHHDO
\HDV  EXWAKHU SDV \VSOVGXUQ)
FROUH 7KH WFRQQHAMG DWDQ
DOP QL HYHOVDQG \MQ \ HDY WU
6 FRIMBURSRVHG LQ IUIRQAR \KH VFKRRO
ZKHHWH 1AW HW

2Q0-XQH  Y%AWKRS ' XQH KRAMG
W ILWAZ HGAQ) RQ FDP SXV DV 6 FRW
DG 6XVDQ VDG WHU YRZV
WURXQEHG B\ ®HG RQHV

IFOGAQ] PRUH WDQ ILW ) DEBRQ
IUHQGV ,\WZ DV WKO® D VSHADAED




f1 2

DQGlDlWGJM—QFXMHH UVKRS ' XQQH WDW
KDV UHVXGMG [Q \WH KLIK TXDDW R WDFKIQJ DQG UREXVWAXUWEXGP \KDWY LJQUDI SXUSRVH DQG XQBFNQ) \KH
IXQBRWMQIDR W VP DUWFDSDE®! DQG BYHG AMGHON

B,.< 8/ *T<!., 807 < X189 >77. #.*,1.;<

,QMKRRU 0 DN &QIRG ZDV QDP HG 7H DV &DWRIF ' IHARUR %DQG" DQHOF DUHORQ Z DV DZ DUEHG \WH
&RQHHPH R %AVKRS\] +LIK 6 FKRRO7THDFKHUR \KH ' IRFHVHR ' D@V ( GXFDWUR \WWH <HDU$Z DUG / DWW
<HDU7KLV P DUWWH 7+,5' WP H IQILYH\ HDW D %4\VKRS \ HDU EDQG TXD@IHG \R SHURP D& DUQHI IH + DO WH
" XQQH \WDFKHUKDV HDUQHG KLY AR Z IGH KRQRU RQD WDP 1Q\KH UHJ LRQ R UHFHLYH \KLY KRQRU

1. /5 ,=87<8/* 7,. XXB><B7.-
#.*,1.;,+B 7<5>,8; *<87&*H.;

BIFHWHDIHR  WH RQD \MQJ , KDYH HYHUUHD® Z DQMG \R EH IV
WDFKHU , KDG VR P DQ. UHP DUNDE®! WDFKHY GXUQJ P\ @H ZKR IQVS

DQG HIFRXUIHG PH , IIQD® DFFRP SOKHG WDAVGHDP DWW %

Z DVQWVDQY KDW H SHRMG

QWH  \ HDWY VIGFH ,jG J UDGXDWIG KLI K VFKRROWDFKIQ) KDG FKDQJ HG
$ /27 , ZDVQWKDSS , ZDVQWXQMIG +RZ ZDV, VR ZURQ) DE
RQD WIQJ ,jG HYHUIHONI KWDERXW

7KHQ  \HDWY VKRR SDQGPIF DQGD 3K OWJ %WKRS '
SHIP QDY YIWDO IQMYIHZ  / HW \WDQ D ZHHN OWU , ZDV WIQAQ) 1Q 5RRP GRQJ D WDFKIQ)
GP ROMDVRQ QD FOW Rl QO JWDGHY

, ZDV KDSS\ ZKHQ 0 U* XHUHR FD®G \R RIHUP H \KH IRE EXWL ,jP KRGHWP\ H SHABMRQY ZHH ®&Z 0\
WDFKIQ) H SHUIHQRHV KDG EHHQ VR GVKHDUMQQ) R \WDWSRIQAVIWZ DV D QDWUDOUHVSRQVMH  96XW FRXGQWKDYH
EHHQP RUH Z IRQ

7KH FXQMUH WH KHDUVP\ FRODUXHV DQG P\ IQFUHAEGH VWWGHQN KDYH UMWRUHG P\ EHIH 1Q P\ QHBQ)

AQHDP % &6 \RRNIQD GMOMRCHG WHSWDQ! Q1 QK WDFKHUZ KR Z RX@QIVKDYH VHWRRWOQ D FRP P HFHP HQW
FHUHP RQ R D R\ | XO VDMMLHG HGXFDWU

6R QRZ ,jYH FRP H IXQFWF® 7KRH QOX JWDGHY ZKR ZHBRP HG P H IQR WHUFOW \R WDFK \WMHP IRU
P LOXWMV DUH VHQRYA 0 < VHQRY \WH &DW R $QG, ZIOBWD ZIW \WHP DWHQG 0 DW Z MWW \WWHP - DAMQ
OXJK DQGRY ZIWWHP  $QG,j@KDQN* RGIRUHYHY P RP HQW













































