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The Common App

o Over 1,000 participating colleges and universities
o 300+ public college & universities

e Schools in all 50 States

e 50+ international universities in 15+ countries
e 150+ Minority Serving Institutions (MSls)

e 950+ Test-optional/flexible

e 500+ No application fee
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Adelphi University
Garden City, NY

Agnes Scott College
Decatur, GA

Albany College of Pharmacy
and Health Science...

Albany, NY
Albertus Magnus College
Mew Haven, CT

Albion College
Albion, Ml

Albright College
Reading, PA

Alfrad University
Alfred, NY

Allegheny College
Meadville, PA

Alma College
Alma, M|

Alvernia University
Reading, PA




Common App in New Jersey

2021-2022
In-State Applications to NJ Institutions
Top receiving institutions nationally Montclair State University
from applicants in New Jersey (descending) New Jersey Institute of Technology
Seton Hall University

. Montclair State University Kean University

. Rowan University Rider University

. Seton Hall University The College of New Jersey

. Penn State Stockton University

e  New Jersey Institute of Technology Rowan University '

. Kean University o

e  The College of New Jersey b

®  University of Delaware @

. Northeastern University =

. Stockton University

. New York University

*  University of Maryland Applications ® 7500 ® 10000 @ 12500 @ 15000 @ 17,500

. Rider University

e  William Paterson University of N.J

. Monmouth UﬂiVEfSiT‘f @ 2022 The Commoen Application, Inc.



Admission plans available through Common App members

College and university members offered applicants 7 distinct admission plan types in the
2020—21 application cycle. Below, in Figure 1, we sort the frequency of plans in descending

order of popularity with our members.

1. Rolling Admission: allows applicants to submit their application materials at any time
during the application season

2. Regular Decision: a non-restrictive (ability to apply to other schools) admission plan
with deadlines typically occurring in early January

3. Early Action | (EA): like Regular Decision however on an earlier timeline, a non-restrictive
plan with deadlines generally in November and December, and applicants typically
receive an admissions decision in January or February

4. [Early Action lI: similar to Early Action, but offered later in January with admissions
decisions released in February

5. Early Decision | (ED): a binding (must withdraw all other applications if accepted),
single-institution restrictive admission plan with deadlines starting in late Fall

6. Early Decision lI: similar to Early Decision, but offered later in the application season;
the same restrictions apply

7. Restrictive Early Action (REA): a non-binding, single-institution restrictive plan more
stringent than Early Action but less restrictive than Early Decision, applicants should not
apply to different schools using REA and ED at the same time; applicants may apply to
other schools using Early Action, Regular Decision, and Rolling Admission

A Common App college or university can offer multiple admission plans in a single season, and
most do, offering a combination of Regular Decision, Early Action, and Early Decision options.
As seen below in Figure 1, generally speaking, the least restrictive and later admission plans
were most popular among our less selective' members. Less selective schools comprised
most of the members offering Rolling Admission, at over 80%. Selective institutions, on the
other hand, comprised a larger proportion of members who offered Early Decision (45%) and
Early Decision Il (80%), while they made up just 6% of institutions with Rolling Admission.
Meanwhile, Restrictive Early Action was only offered at our most selective schools, and Early
Action Il tended to be offered by less selective members. Likely a product of colleges’
enrollment management strategies, more restrictive and earlier deadlines were more popular
among our selective members.



Figure 1: Least restrictive admission plans were most popular among our less
selective members

Members' admission plans by selectivity

Rolling Admis=sion
Regular Decision
Early Action

Early Decision
Early Decision Il
Earty Action Il
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Mote: Members decigion plans are not muotuelly esclusive.

To examine trends over time in the prevalence of various admission plans, we collapse these 7
admission plans into 4 cateqories, as seen on the next page in Figure 2. Early Action includes
Early Action |, Early Action Il, and Restrictive Early Action; Early Decision contains Early Decision
| and Early Decision Il. In the 2020-21 season, Rolling Admission was offered at 578 out of 914
active members (63%), Regular Decision at 394 (43%), some form of Early Action at 372 (41%),
and some form of Early Decision at 235 (26%). While some institutions like Princeton University
changed the availability of certain admission plans in 2020-21, we do not find this pattern
consistent when examining our entire membership. Increases, over time, in all 4 grouped plans
are attributable, at least partially, to the growth of the Common App membership.2



Important Links

https://www.commonapp.org/

https://www.commonapp.org/virtual-counselor

— Watch videos

— Explore top tips

— Read advice from experts
https://www.youtube.com/user/CommonAppMedia

Social Media

— https://www.facebook.com/commonapp
— https://twitter.com/CommonApp

Blog: http://www.commonapp.org/whats-appening
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Before We Get Started - Rollover

e July 24 — August 1
e What information will roll over?

All information within the Common App tab:

* Profile (9)

* Family (4)

* Education (9)

* Testing (1)

* Activities (up to 10)

* Writing (Essay, Disciplinary History, and Additional Information)

* What information will not roll over?

* Answers to college-specific questions

* Recommender invitations

* Forms submitted by recommenders

* Your Release Authorization and FERPA selection

* Responses to questions that have been changed or removed
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are two ways you can create an account. 
Click the “Create Account” button.
Click the “Apply Now” button and then when prompted to sign in click the “Create an Account” link.

Then, follow a few quick steps and begin your application right away


common

Let's get started!

Welcome to Common App! Please tell us how you will use the
system so we can prepare your account. If you are unsure, we
encourage you to explore each option before you continue.

Already have an account? Go to the login page.

First year student (2]

Transfer student (2]

Education professional (2]

Parent or other adult (2]

Need Help? System Requirements Accessibility Information Terms of Use

Privacy policy (updated October 1, 2020)

= =Q[B][[>

https://www.commonapp.org © 2022 Common App
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Creating your account is an easy, 3-step process:

Select Your Registration Type
Enter Your Login Credentials
Enter Your Registration Information
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Email Address *

Re-type Email Address *

Password *

¥ 10-32 characters

3 Atleast one upper case

¥ Alleast one lower case

¥ At least one number

¥ Atleast one special character
X No space characters

Re-type Password *

¥ Passwords must match



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First you need to select your registration type. The three types are:

Student: Student who plans to apply to college this year or at a later time.

Education Professional: Counselor, teacher, advisor, or other professional who works with applicants and wants to see the applicant experience without being considered for admission by colleges. This choice is not for students to plan to apply and study at college.

Parent or Other Adult: Parent or other adult who wants to see the applicant experience without being considered for admission by colleges. This choice is not for students who plan to apply and study at college. 


Which best describes you? | am: *

() Applying as a first-year student and plan to start
college in 2021 or 2022

(_) Planning to start college in 2023

(") Planning to start college in 2024 or beyond

Please review the following:

Common App may share my contact information
with colleges that | am considering applying to
so they may communicate with me prior to the
submission of my application (you can change
the response later within your account settings).

Common App may communicate with me by
email, phone or text message about my account,
information relevant to the college admissions
process, and my college experience (you can
change this response later within your account
settings).

By checking this box, | agree to the Terms of Use
and Privacy Policy (unless | am under the age of
18, in which case, | represent that my parent or
legal guardian also agrees to the Terms of Use

on my behalf).*
Back

141 ARA


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Make sure the email address you enter is one you check regularly in case the Common App and the colleges you’re applying to need to reach out to you concerning your application. Your email address will become the username you enter each time you log into the application.

It’s also a good idea to make note of your password and keep that reminder handy, since you’ll need to log in with your email address and password each time you access the Common App. If you lose your login information, the Common Application Applicant Solutions Center is always here to help, but it’s still a good idea to keep your password someplace safe so you can locate it later on if necessary.   


C O M M O N ]:Il'\f/\ee tgggnmon App is divided into

Dashboard
AP P * My Colleges
« Common App
« College Search

L AYOUT . Financial Aid Resources


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Common Application is organized into four tabs:

Dashboard, My Colleges, Common App, College Search
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app

#A Dashboard

APPLY

@ My Common Application

& My colleges

EXPLORE

College search
Direct admissions
Financial aid
Settings

Sign out

A Thisisa practice account. It cannot submit applications to colleges. If you'd like to change
your account type, please review our practice account FAQ [/ for more information.

Good morning, Andrew!

Dashboard

~ My Common Application

0/6 sections complete

- - - -
(] s
%

Profile Family Education Testing Activities Writing

¥
o

Andrew Montgomery
CAID 24569369
A\ Practice account

~ My colleges

License agreement Terms of use Fraud policy Privacy policy

® Help & support

Search FAQs

Q

Search takes you to the student
solution center

How can | add a college to My
colleges?

To add a college to your
account:

Select College search from...
~ Read full answer

| already submitted, can |
change some of my answers?
You can return at any time and
change your answer to any
question in the My Common...

v Read full answer

0O X ©  ©2025 Common App



College Search

. Search for a college/university directly by name.
. Apply Filters

— Distance in miles

- Deadline

- Application fee

- Writing Requirements

- Testing Requirements

- Letter of Recommendation
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@ Dashboard

APPLY

@ My Common Application

& My colleges

EXPLORE

Q  College search
£ Direct admissions
& Financial aid

@3 Settings

(= Signout

Andrew Montgomery
CAID 24569369

A Practice account

College search

College or City Name

( Application requirements )

Easﬂ

Separate multiple search terms with a comma, e.g.: Washington, Boston

25 results

$ECU

East Carolina University
Greenville, NC - USA

East Central University
Ada, OK - USA

East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania
East Stroudsburg, PA - USA

East Texas A&M University
Commerce, TX - USA

Terms of use Fraud policy  Privacy policy

Sort by: College Name »

X Remove

@ Help & support

Search FAQs

Q

Search takes you to the student
solution center

How do | search for a college?
The College search section
allows you to find the
Common App member
colleges that interest you. Yo...

» Read full answer

All help topics (£




COMPLETING
THE

COMMON APP
AGENDA

© 2025 The Common Application

 Profile Section
« Family Section
 Education Section

« Testing Section
« Activities Section
« Writing Section




THE
PROFILE
SECTION

In the Profile section you will provide

some more detailed information
about yourself.

18
© 2025 The Common Application


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now let’s a look at the different sections of the Common App, starting with the Profile section.


: My Common Application | Profile
common

op

o OCampIete
My Common Application

- i
© Personal Information

Legal first/given name*

Would you like to share a cifferent first name that people call you?

1 Address
© Contact Detalls
") Demographics

(. Language

Clear answer

(" Geography and Nationality

Middle name

I

v | Education Last/family/sumame*

. Montgome!
e v 1 Testing

Needhelp?  Systemrequirements  Accessbiityiformation  Licenseagreement  Termsofuse  Fraudpolicy  Privacy polcy

{J Common App Fee Waiver

v @ Famiy

Preview

O Help & support

Search FAQs

D

Search takes you o the student
solution center

Need Help?

Please use the link below to
ook for an answer to your
question. Answers to most
questions can be found in th...

v Read full answer

Allhelp topics (7

O X © 0 ocmmnip

The Common
App tab is where
you will
complete the
main sections of
your application.

© 2025 The Common Application -


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Common App tab is organized into 6 different sections, each with their own specific set of questions.  Those main sections are: Profile, Family, Education, Testing, Activities, and Writing.




Click the Preview button to review each section in PDF.
Check marks indicate you've completed a section.
Red asterisks indicate a response is required.

Click Continue to move from one section to the next.

© 2025 The Common Application
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are several things to keep in mind as you work through the Common App. 

Don’t wait until you’re submitting your application to preview your application! You can preview each section by clicking on the Preview button.
At the top of each section you can find helpful video tutorials that will guide you through each section.
On the right hand side of the page you will find Instructions and Help that will display FAQs related to the section you are currently working on.
As you complete each section you will see a green check mark appear to indicate that all required questions in that section have been completed.
All required questions are marked with a red asterisk.
Click the Continue button to move from one section to the next.




« Use your legal name so that colleges
can match your application with

standardized test scores and other
documents.

* You will have the opportunity to share

more about your gender identity.
« Make sure the email address you enter

IS one you check regularly.

21
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My Common Application

=
7 Language

1"} Geography and Nationality

v @ Fanily
v |/} Education
v Testing
v ' Activities
v {t Writing

v Courses & Grades

0 college(s) require

Common App Fee Waiver

) In progress

You are eligible for application fee waivers if you meet one or more
of the following criteria:

+ You are enrolled in or eligible to participate in the federal ree or
reduced price lunch program.

+ Youhave received or are eligible to receive an SAT or ACT fee
waiver.

+ Your annual family income falls within the income eligibilty
quidelines set by the USDA Food and Nutrition Service.

+ Your family receives public assistance.

+ fou are enrolled in a federal, state, or local program that aids

students from low-income fanies (e.g, GEAR UP, TRIO such
a5 Upward Bound or others).

+ Youlive n a federally subsidized public housing, a foster home
or are homeless.

+ Youareaward of the state or an arphan.
+ Youhave received or are el gible to receive a Pell Grant.

+ Youcan provide a supporting statement froma school officid,
college access counselor, financial aid officer, or community
leader,

Need help?

Temsofuse  Fraudpolicy  Prvacy policy

© 2025 The Common Application

@ Help & support

Search FAQs

D

Saarch takes you tothe student
solution center

Need Help?

Please use the link below to
ook for an answer to your
question Answers to most
questions can be foundin th..

v Read full answer

Ahelptopcs (7

0O X0 8 oxscommnip

THE COMMON APP
FEE WAIVER

Indicate whether you feel you qualify for an
application waiver

Select the indicator(s) that best apply to you
Provide your signature

For more information:


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another important section in the Profile section is the ”Common App Fee Waiver”. If you feel your financial circumstances might qualify you for an application fee waiver you can select the appropriate indicator(s) and provide your signature. Doing so will then waive your application fee for all the schools to which you apply through the Common App. 

After applying for a Common App Fee Waiver, your counselor will be able to review and affirm the information within the recommender system. 

Additionally, students who apply for a fee waiver are also invited to connect with a Strive for College mentor. Strive for College connects students with free virtual mentoring to provide additional support in the admission and financial aid process. 


https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-do-I-need-to-know-about-the-Common-App-fee-waiver
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-do-I-need-to-know-about-the-Common-App-fee-waiver

THE
FAMILY
SECTION

© 2025 The Common Application

The Family section of the
Common App provides you

with the opportunity to share
information about your family.

23


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the Family section you’ll be asked to share some information about your household, your parents, and any siblings that you have.


Doyou meet one or mare of the Common App fee waiver eligibilty

common O Help & suppor

i
opp crteria

Search FAQs

My Common Application \:@
Search takes you tothe student
I h e r'e a re fo u r () Language souttn et

() Geogaphyand ety UStrive is a Common App partner that comnects you with free, Need Hef?

t - t | t ualfied mentors online. UStrive mentors can help you: Please use the lirk below o
S e C I O n S O CO l I l p e e ~ ) Common Apn Fes Waiver + Applytocollege look for an answer o your

- - . » Navigte the fnancil ad process Question. Answers to most
W I t h I n th e F a m I | v Family R questons can b foundinth.

v () Education P .
u + Find job after graduation
Albeptopics )
- v { Testing Would you fike to connect with a UStrive mentar?
() Yes
O No

v 1} Witing
Clear answer

v Courses & Grades

v [ Actiities

0 collgels) require
Continue

Neadheg?  Systommguirements  Accessbityinormation  Lcanseageement  Temsofuse  Fraudpoly  Prvacy poy 0 X O 0 oxscmnip

© 2025 The Common Application




* You can list up to 5 siblings in the
Family section (you can list additional
siblings in the Additional Information
section located in the Writing section).

T I P S & B E ST For Parent 1 you have the option to
indicate that you have limited

information about this parent, which

F) R A( :T I C E S will make the resulting fields for that
parent not required.

The options for Parent 2 also include
the ability to indicate that you do not
have another parent to list.

© 2025 The Common Application


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Get a head start and save yourself time by collecting information about your parent(s) or legal guardian before you fill out the application.  Gather information about their educational background, occupational information, employer information, etc.



In the Education section you'll
E D U CATI O N share information about your
current school and coursework.

26
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Education section is where you share information about your current school and coursework along with any Academic Honors you’ve achieved as well as your future education plans.


There are eight
sections to complete
within the Education
section.

© 2025 The Common Application
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My Common Application

A ( Education

© Current or Most Recent

@ Other Secondary/High
Schooals

() Colleges & Universities
@ Grades

@ Current or Most Recent Year
Courses

© Honors

© Community-Based
Organizations

System requirements  Accessibiity information

License agreement

My Common Application | Education
P

Current or Most Recent

@ Complete

Current or most recent secondary/high school *

Cherokee High School
120 Tomlinson Mill Rd
Mariton, NJ 08053-2599
USA

Public

CEEB Code . 310761

Date of entry*

September 2021 ol

Date uses "month year" format (e.g. August 2002)

Is this a boarding school?*
al”
Torms of use

Fraudpolicy  Privacy policy

® Help & support

Search FAQs

I

Search takes you to the student
solution center

Why can't | find a school o
college in the lookup list?
When searching for a high
school or a college within your
Common App, you may not...

v Read full answer

Al help topics (4

0OX06 o

©2025 Comman App




Adding Dual Enrollment Courses to Application

X College Lookup

Search by

‘ College Name X - ]

College Name

Choose college *

Rowan College at Burlington County

Mount Laurel, NJ, United States of America | CEEB:
2180

Rowan College at Gloucester County
Sewell, NJ, United States of America | CEEB: 2281

Rowan Technical College
Morehead, KY, United States of America | CEEB: 0707




Check Genesis for a copy of your
unofficial transcript.

Selecting the correct high school
ensures that the correct path is

followed for your recommendation
T I P S & B E ST letter submissions.

If you are homeschooled, you can

search for your homeschool program
P RA‘ : T I < : E S or association or manually enter the

Nname.

It's okay to select “Other” or
“Undecided” for your Future Plans and
Career Interests.

© 2025 The Common Application




THE
TESTING
SECTION

© 2025 The Common Application

In the Testing section you have
the option to self-report any

scores or future test dates for
standardized test you have
taken.

30


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the Testing section you have the option to self-report any scores or future test dates for standardized test you have taken.



common .~

opp

My Common Application

In the Testing section
you can self-report =
scores from a variety of o
standardized tests.

A () Testing
0 Tests Taken
) SAT Tests
v {7 Activities
v Writing

@

v Courses & Grades

e 0 collegels) require

My Common Application | Testing

@ Complete

In addition to sending official score reports as required by colleges,
do you wish to self-report scores or future test dates for any of the
following standardized tests: ACT, SAT/SAT Subject, AP, IB,
Cambridge, TOEFL, PTE Academic, IELTS, and Duolingo English
Test?*

® Yes
() No

Clear answer

Indicate all tests you wish to report. Be sure to include
tests you expect to take in addition to tests you have
aready taken."

SATTests X

International applicants: Is promotion within your educational
system based upon standard leaving examinations given at the end

Needhelp?  Systemrequrements  Accessibiityinformation  Licenseaqreement  Temsofuse  Fraudpolicy  Privacy policy

© 2025 The Common Application

Search FAQs

Search takes youto the
solution center

What s Scare Choi

report?
You should self-rep
best scores as instr

v Read full answer

How do | decide w
scores toreport?
The ACT section of

to accommodate ¢
v Read full answel

fXGo



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the Testing section you can self-report scores from a variety of standardized tests. Please note, though, that even if you self-report scores in the Common App, you will still need to send your official score reports through the testing agency.

International applicants may also report standard leaving examinations.


* The testing section allows you to list tests
you plan to take in the future.
If you do not want to self-report scores to a
school, you can change your answer to say
you have no scores you wish to report. By
clicking “No”, your tests and scores will

disappear. Change it back to “Yes”, and
TIPS & BEST [t

While the Testing section allows you to
self-report your scores, you must also send

P R ACT I C E S official score reports from the testing
agencies to each college you are applying
to.

- My a
common ------ @ Hel & sy ort
uppg . P & supp:

My Common Application

v i Profile

~ ! Education

Number of future SAT sittings you expect®
Oo
O

© 2025 The Common Application




THE
ACTIVITIES
SECTION

© 2025 The Common Application

The Activities section gives
you the opportunity to share

with colleges any activities you
participated in throughout high
school.

33



You can report up to
ten activities within
the Activities
section.

© 2025 The Common Application

Need heip?

Need help?

common (-
app

My Commeon Application

v} Profile
v @ Family
" Education

-+ Testing

Activities

i} Responsibilities and
circumstances

Writing

v Courses & Grades

0 college(s) require

System requirements  Accessibility information

common
app

My Common Application

7 Writing

Vv Courses & Grades
0 college(s) require

System

My Common Application | Activities
+ ege
Activities

In progress

Reporting activities can help colleges better understand your life
outside of the classroom. Examples of activities might include:

» Arts or music
+ Clubs
+ Community engagement
Family responsibilities (learn more)
Hobbies
Sports
Work or volunteering

» Other experiences that have been meaningful to you

Do you have any activities that you wish to report? *

@ Yes
QO Ne

License agreement Terms of use Fraud policy Privacy policy

Responsibilities and
circumstances

} In progress

Sometimes academics and activities are impacted by household responsibilities or other
circumstances. Sharing this information with colleges can help them better understand the
context of your application. You may repeat information you already provided elsewhere in
your Common App.

Please select which responsibilities you spend 4 or more hours per
week doing.*

C] Assisting family or household members with tasks such as
doctors’ appointments, bank visits, or visa interviews

E] Farm work or unpaid work for a family business

C] Interpreting or translating for family or household members
D Managing family or household finances, budget, or paying bills
D Providing transportation for family or household members

C] Taking care of sick, disabled, and/or elderly members of my
family or household

® Help & support

Search FAQs

Search takes you to the student
solution center

Under what grade should
students list activities or
jobs?

For activities or jobs that ta
place over the summer,..

v Read full answer

Why isn't my Activities
section marked as complet
Please carefully review eacl
activity that you have listec
verify all of the required...
v Read full answer

0O X © B exxsc

@ Help & support

Search FAQs

Search takes you to the student
solution center

Need Help?

Please use the link below to
look for an answer to your
question. Answers to most
questions can be found in th...

~ Read full answer

Allhelp topics 3

0O X ©® B ©2025Com


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Activities Section helps a college better understand your life outside of the classroom. Your activities may include arts, athletics, clubs, employment, personal commitments, and other pursuits.

The Activities section will give you the opportunity to tell schools more about who you are and the activities you’re involved in outside of the classroom, including things like family and job or work responsibilities. You will have the option to list up to 10 activities in this section, so think about those that are the most meaningful to you.  The first question will ask you whether or not you want to report on your activities, and by choosing “Yes” you will then be able to start providing details on the activities you participate in.
�



TIPS & BEST
PRACTICES

© 2025 The Common Application

You can change the display order by
using the up and down arrows on each
activity.

While you can add up to 10 activities,
but you should not feel obligated to list
10 activities.

You can also list family responsibilities
and jobs within this section.

If you wish to delete an activity, move it
to the bottom of your activity list. Once it
Is the last activity listed, you will see the
icon to delete it.




THE
WRITING
SECTION

The Writing section contains
the Common App personal
essay, as well as your

disciplinary history and any
additional information you
may want to provide to
colleges.
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Personal Essay g —

common -
app A
1.+ In progress
" Search FAQs
My Common Application o ,
Some colleges require submission of the personal essay with your m
e Common App. You may submit a personal essay to any college,
I h e re a re tWO v (i Profie evenif it is not required by that college. f ot required by a Sela';m“eiy"“"’the”'”de“t
1 solution center
college, you will be given the option during submission to include
v @ famiy your essay or not for that college.
. | already submitted, can|
n m v 7 Education [ lunderstand change some of my answers?
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are three sections to Complete within the Writing section: Personal Essay, Disciplinary History, and Additional Information. 

In the Personal Essay section you can complete the Personal Essay. Some, but not all colleges, require the Personal Essay to be included in your application for submission.
In the Disciplinary History section you’ll be asked two questions regarding any disciplinary actions. The first is in relation to any schools you’ve attended since the 9th grade. The second involves any misdemeanor or felony convictions. If you answer Yes to either of these questions, you'll need to provide some additional information in the fields provided.
In the Additional Information section you can list any information that is not captured elsewhere in the application. 


TIPS & BEST
PRACTICES

© 2025 The Common Application

You may submit the Personal Essay to
any college, even if it is not required by
that college.

Carefully review each prompt before
selecting one.

Proofread your essay before submitting
your application.

Use the Additional Information section
to share information about yourself that
Is not captured elsewhere in your
application.




Essay Prompts

2025-2026 Common Application Essay Prompts

. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their
application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.

. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a

time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn
from the experience?

. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking?
What was the outcome?

. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or thankful in a
surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new
understanding of yourself or others.

. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why
does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?

. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to
a different prompt, or one of your own design.

© 2025 The Common Application



THE
FINANCIAL
AlD
RESOURCES
SECTION
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The Financial Aid Resources
section provides general
information for financial aid,

planning for college costs,
and exploring scholarships via
college board.
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Using you Common
App Information to

apply for
scholarships

© 2025 TheCommon Application

Use your Common App information to
easily apply for scholarships

Once you submit an application in Common App, you will be guided to
connect your accounts so we can transfer your Common App application
information to your new Scholarship Search profile.

1. Connect to Scholarship Search in the Financial Aid Resources tab of your
Common App.

2. Log in to your Scholarship Search account, or register for a new account.
3. Give permission for Common App to access and transfer your data to
Scholarship Search.

That’s it! You’ll be notified when the transfer is complete and will be taken
back to your Common App account. Learn more about connecting your
Common App with Scholarship Search at appsupport.commonapp.org.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One important section to take note of in the Profile section is ”Scholarship Information”. Here you can indicated your interest in learning more about Scholar Snapp. Scholar Snapp is a technology developed by the Michael & Susan Dell Foundation to connect students with scholarships to help pay for college. 


Next Steps

Applying
e Deadlines
— Dashboard

— 11:59PM in your local time zone
* Release Authorization and FERPA selection
* Requesting Letters of Recommendation
* Requesting Transcripts

Testing
* Sending SAT/ACT scores

*  SAT Dates
— September 13th (deadline = September 2nd)
— October 4th (deadline = September 23rd)
— November 8th (deadline = October 28th)
Visit Campuses

Financial Aid




common

app

My colleges

Overview

Clemson University

College of Charleston

Drexel University

East Carolina University

East Stroudsburg University of
Pennsylvania

lona University

Monmouth University

Montclair State University

System requirements

Accessibility information

FERPA Release

A\ Thisis a practice account. It cannot submit applications to colleges. If you'd like to change

your account type, please review our practice account FAQ (4 for more information.

License

My colleges | Clemson University | Application

Recommenders and FERPA

{7 In progress

Recommenders are people who will submit forms to colleges on your behalf. This page shows
which recommender types this college needs. Each college will have different requirements.

(©) FERPA Release Authorization

Before you can invite your counselor, teachers, recommenders, parents, or advisors, you must
complete the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) release authorization process.

Learn more about FERPA

Complete Release Authorization

eement  Termsofuse  Fraudpolicy  Privacy policy

® Help & support

Search FAQs

Q

Search takes you to the student
solution center

Can | submit my application
before my recommenders
submit their forms?

You are allowed to submit your
application before your...

v Read full answer

Why am | unable to assign an
Other Recommender to a
school?

You will only be able to assign
an Other Recommender if a...

~ Read full answer




Release authorization

review these confidential letters of recommendation. What

should you know about this waiver?

+ Waiving your right lets colleges know that you do not
intend to read your recommendations, which helps
reassure colleges that the letters are candid and truthful.

+ Some recommenders may decline to write a letter for you if
you do not waive your rights, Check with your counselor or
teachers to see if any of them follow such a policy.

3. Still unsure how to respond?

+ That's OK. Many students are. Before you move on, take a
moment to discuss your decision with your counselor,
another school official, or your parent/legal guardian. For
more information about FERPA, visit the Help Center.

| have read and understood the FERPA Release
Authorization explanation above.*

FERPA cont.

Release authorization

FERPA Form

| acknowledge that every school that | have attended may
release all requested records and recommendations to
colleges to which | am applying for admission. | also
understand that employees at these colleges may
confidentially contact my current and former schools
should they have questions about the information
submitted on my behalf.*

Please select one: *

@ | waive my right to review all recommendations and
supporting documents.

O | DO NOT waive my right to review all recommendations
and supporting documents.

(J I understand that my waiver or no waiver selection above

Save and Close
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