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The Common App

● Over 1,000 participating colleges and universities 
○ 300+ public college & universities 

● Schools in all 50 States
● 50+ international universities in 15+ countries
● 150+ Minority Serving Institutions (MSIs)
● 950+ Test-optional/flexible
● 500+ No application fee
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Important Links

• https://www.commonapp.org/
• https://www.commonapp.org/virtual-counselor

– Watch videos
– Explore top tips
– Read advice from experts

• https://www.youtube.com/user/CommonAppMedia
• Social Media

– https://www.facebook.com/commonapp
– https://twitter.com/CommonApp

• Blog: http://www.commonapp.org/whats-appening
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Before We Get Started - Rollover
• July 24 – August 1
• What information will roll over?

All information within the Common App tab:
* Profile (9)
* Family (4)
* Education (9)
* Testing (1)
* Activities (up to 10)
* Writing (Essay, Disciplinary History, and Additional Information)

• What information will not roll over?
* Answers to college-specific questions
* Recommender invitations
* Forms submitted by recommenders
* Your Release Authorization and FERPA selection
* Responses to questions that have been changed or removed
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are two ways you can create an account. 
Click the “Create Account” button.
Click the “Apply Now” button and then when prompted to sign in click the “Create an Account” link.

Then, follow a few quick steps and begin your application right away



10

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Creating your account is an easy, 3-step process:

Select Your Registration Type
Enter Your Login Credentials
Enter Your Registration Information
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
First you need to select your registration type. The three types are:

Student: Student who plans to apply to college this year or at a later time.

Education Professional: Counselor, teacher, advisor, or other professional who works with applicants and wants to see the applicant experience without being considered for admission by colleges. This choice is not for students to plan to apply and study at college.

Parent or Other Adult: Parent or other adult who wants to see the applicant experience without being considered for admission by colleges. This choice is not for students who plan to apply and study at college. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Make sure the email address you enter is one you check regularly in case the Common App and the colleges you’re applying to need to reach out to you concerning your application. Your email address will become the username you enter each time you log into the application.

It’s also a good idea to make note of your password and keep that reminder handy, since you’ll need to log in with your email address and password each time you access the Common App. If you lose your login information, the Common Application Applicant Solutions Center is always here to help, but it’s still a good idea to keep your password someplace safe so you can locate it later on if necessary.   



COMMON
APP

LAYOUT

The Common App is divided into 
five tabs:
• Dashboard
• My Colleges
• Common App
• College Search
• Financial Aid Resources
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Common Application is organized into four tabs:

Dashboard, My Colleges, Common App, College Search





College Search

• Search for a college/university directly by name.
• Apply Filters

– Distance in miles
– Deadline
– Application fee
– Writing Requirements
– Testing Requirements
– Letter of Recommendation





COMPLETING 
THE

COMMON APP
AGENDA
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• Profile Section
• Family Section
• Education Section
• Testing Section
• Activities Section
• Writing Section



THE
PROFILE
SECTION

18

In the Profile section you will provide 
some more detailed information 
about yourself.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now let’s a look at the different sections of the Common App, starting with the Profile section.



The Common 
App tab is where 
you will 
complete the 
main sections of 
your application.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Common App tab is organized into 6 different sections, each with their own specific set of questions.  Those main sections are: Profile, Family, Education, Testing, Activities, and Writing.
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● Click the Preview button to review each section in PDF.

● Check marks indicate you’ve completed a section.

● Red asterisks indicate a response is required.

● Click Continue to move from one section to the next.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are several things to keep in mind as you work through the Common App. 

Don’t wait until you’re submitting your application to preview your application! You can preview each section by clicking on the Preview button.
At the top of each section you can find helpful video tutorials that will guide you through each section.
On the right hand side of the page you will find Instructions and Help that will display FAQs related to the section you are currently working on.
As you complete each section you will see a green check mark appear to indicate that all required questions in that section have been completed.
All required questions are marked with a red asterisk.
Click the Continue button to move from one section to the next.





• Use your legal name so that colleges 
can match your application with 
standardized test scores and other 
documents.

• You will have the opportunity to share 
more about your gender identity.

• Make sure the email address you enter 
is one you check regularly.

21

TIPS & BEST 
PRACTICES
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• Indicate whether you feel you qualify for an 
application waiver

• Select the indicator(s) that best apply to you
• Provide your signature
• For more information: What is a Common App 

fee waiver?

22

THE COMMON APP 
FEE WAIVER
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Another important section in the Profile section is the ”Common App Fee Waiver”. If you feel your financial circumstances might qualify you for an application fee waiver you can select the appropriate indicator(s) and provide your signature. Doing so will then waive your application fee for all the schools to which you apply through the Common App. 

After applying for a Common App Fee Waiver, your counselor will be able to review and affirm the information within the recommender system. 

Additionally, students who apply for a fee waiver are also invited to connect with a Strive for College mentor. Strive for College connects students with free virtual mentoring to provide additional support in the admission and financial aid process. 


https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-do-I-need-to-know-about-the-Common-App-fee-waiver
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-do-I-need-to-know-about-the-Common-App-fee-waiver


THE
FAMILY

SECTION
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The Family section of the 
Common App provides you 
with the opportunity to share 
information about your family. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the Family section you’ll be asked to share some information about your household, your parents, and any siblings that you have.



There are four 
sections to complete 
within the Family 
section.
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• You can list up to 5 siblings in the 
Family section (you can list additional 
siblings in the Additional Information 
section located in the Writing section). 

• For Parent 1 you have the option to 
indicate that you have limited 
information about this parent, which 
will make the resulting fields for that 
parent not required.

• The options for Parent 2 also include 
the ability to indicate that you do not 
have another parent to list.
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TIPS & BEST 
PRACTICES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Get a head start and save yourself time by collecting information about your parent(s) or legal guardian before you fill out the application.  Gather information about their educational background, occupational information, employer information, etc.




THE
EDUCATION

SECTION
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In the Education section you’ll 
share information about your 
current school and coursework.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Education section is where you share information about your current school and coursework along with any Academic Honors you’ve achieved as well as your future education plans.
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There are eight 
sections to complete 
within the Education 
section.
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Adding Dual Enrollment Courses to Application



• Check Genesis for a copy of your 
unofficial transcript. 

• Selecting the correct high school 
ensures that the correct path is 
followed for your recommendation 
letter submissions.

• If you are homeschooled, you can 
search for your homeschool program 
or association or manually enter the 
name.

• It’s okay to select “Other” or 
“Undecided” for your Future Plans and 
Career Interests.

29

TIPS & BEST 
PRACTICES
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THE
TESTING
SECTION
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In the Testing section you have 
the option to self-report any 
scores or future test dates for 
standardized test you have 
taken.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the Testing section you have the option to self-report any scores or future test dates for standardized test you have taken.
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In the Testing section 
you can self-report 
scores from a variety of 
standardized tests.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the Testing section you can self-report scores from a variety of standardized tests. Please note, though, that even if you self-report scores in the Common App, you will still need to send your official score reports through the testing agency.

International applicants may also report standard leaving examinations.



• The testing section allows you to list tests 
you plan to take in the future.

• If you do not want to self-report scores to a 
school, you can change your answer to say 
you have no scores you wish to report. By 
clicking “No”, your tests and scores will 
disappear. Change it back to “Yes”, and 
they reappear.

• While the Testing section allows you to 
self-report your scores, you must also send 
official score reports from the testing 
agencies to each college you are applying 
to.

32

TIPS & BEST 
PRACTICES

© 2025 The Common Application



THE
ACTIVITIES
SECTION
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The Activities section gives 
you the opportunity to share 
with colleges any activities you 
participated in throughout high 
school.



34

You can report up to 
ten activities within 
the Activities 
section.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Activities Section helps a college better understand your life outside of the classroom. Your activities may include arts, athletics, clubs, employment, personal commitments, and other pursuits.

The Activities section will give you the opportunity to tell schools more about who you are and the activities you’re involved in outside of the classroom, including things like family and job or work responsibilities. You will have the option to list up to 10 activities in this section, so think about those that are the most meaningful to you.  The first question will ask you whether or not you want to report on your activities, and by choosing “Yes” you will then be able to start providing details on the activities you participate in.
�




• You can change the display order by 
using the up and down arrows on each 
activity.

• While you can add up to 10 activities, 
but you should not feel obligated to list 
10 activities.

• You can also list family responsibilities 
and jobs within this section.

• If you wish to delete an activity, move it 
to the bottom of your activity list. Once it 
is the last activity listed, you will see the 
icon to delete it.

35

TIPS & BEST 
PRACTICES

© 2025 The Common Application



THE
WRITING
SECTION

36

The Writing section contains 
the Common App personal 
essay, as well as your 
disciplinary history and any 
additional information you 
may want to provide to 
colleges.
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There are two 
sections to complete 
within the Writing 
section.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are three sections to Complete within the Writing section: Personal Essay, Disciplinary History, and Additional Information. 

In the Personal Essay section you can complete the Personal Essay. Some, but not all colleges, require the Personal Essay to be included in your application for submission.
In the Disciplinary History section you’ll be asked two questions regarding any disciplinary actions. The first is in relation to any schools you’ve attended since the 9th grade. The second involves any misdemeanor or felony convictions. If you answer Yes to either of these questions, you'll need to provide some additional information in the fields provided.
In the Additional Information section you can list any information that is not captured elsewhere in the application. 



• You may submit the Personal Essay to 
any college, even if it is not required by 
that college.

• Carefully review each prompt before 
selecting one. 

• Proofread your essay before submitting 
your application.

• Use the Additional Information section 
to share information about yourself that 
is not captured elsewhere in your 
application.

38

TIPS & BEST 
PRACTICES
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Essay Prompts
2025-2026 Common Application Essay Prompts

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful they believe their 
application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then please share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Recount a 
time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and what did you learn 
from the experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? 
What was the outcome?

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you happy or thankful in a 
surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal growth and a new 
understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track of time. Why 
does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn more?

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one that responds to 
a different prompt, or one of your own design.

© 2025 The Common Application



THE
FINANCIAL 

AID 
RESOURCES

SECTION
40

The Financial Aid Resources 
section provides general 
information for financial aid, 
planning for college costs, 
and exploring scholarships via 
college board.

© 2025 The Common Application



© 2025 TheCommon Application 41

Using you Common 
App Information to 
apply for 
scholarships

Use your Common App information to
easily apply for scholarships

Once you submit an application in Common App, you will be guided to 
connect your accounts so we can transfer your Common App application 
information to your new Scholarship Search profile.

1. Connect to Scholarship Search in the Financial Aid Resources tab of your
Common App.
2. Log in to your Scholarship Search account, or register for a new account.
3. Give permission for Common App to access and transfer your data to
Scholarship Search.

That’s it! You’ll be notified when the transfer is complete and will be taken 
back to your Common App account. Learn more about connecting your 
Common App with Scholarship Search at appsupport.commonapp.org. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One important section to take note of in the Profile section is ”Scholarship Information”. Here you can indicated your interest in learning more about Scholar Snapp. Scholar Snapp is a technology developed by the Michael & Susan Dell Foundation to connect students with scholarships to help pay for college. 



Next Steps
Applying
• Deadlines

– Dashboard
– 11:59PM in your local time zone

• Release Authorization and FERPA selection
• Requesting Letters of Recommendation
• Requesting Transcripts

Testing
• Sending SAT/ACT scores
• SAT Dates

– September 13th (deadline = September 2nd)
– October 4th  (deadline = September 23rd)
– November 8th (deadline = October 28th)

Visit Campuses

Financial Aid



FERPA Release



FERPA cont.
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