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MEDIA RELEASE

District Expands Dual Enrollment Opportunities to include Second HBCU

Fresno Unified is adding a second university to its HBCU Step-Up program that will expand
virtual dual enrollment opportunities to 70 students from Sunnyside and McLane high schools.
The new partner is Fort Valley State University in Georgia, part of the network of historically
black colleges and universities. Students accepted to the program can earn up to 13 transferable
college credits and 43 credits toward high school graduation. They will also receive additional
academic support and visit the university as part of a nine-day college campus tour.
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The Step-Up program is designed to increase high school graduation rates, improve college
readiness and reduce the cost and time required to complete a college degree. Fresno Unified
first launched the initiative in the fall of 2022 with Benedict College.

“Expanding the Step-Up program provides even more of our students with opportunities to
experience the rigor of college courses and get a head start on their G.E. classes while they are
still in high school. This initiative offers a variety of other benefits as well, including exposure to
the academic, historical and cultural benefits of HBCUs,” said Superintendent Misty Her.
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