SJCS S%argtl[?wdﬁlvt\)’}sgchool

1L0L4-1L0L5/S185 \m\mmﬁ

“Hope is a light in the
darkness, a light as
bright as a pure heart.

Hope is a wonderful
thing, as wonderful as
the world, giving
strength another try.”

Ella Feldman,
SJCS Class of 2027




Thank you for partnering with us to make Seattle

Jewish Community School's (SJCS) mission and
vision a reality. During the 2024-2025/5785
school year, we focused on tikvah/nllj7n (hope)
as a precursor to bold action for our school
and our communities.

As Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, of blessed
memory, taught, “hope is the belief that,
together, we can make the world better.”

Please join us in reflecting upon the last year

at SJCS, with gratitude to donors like you
for making it possible.



Hope i Thriving S§C% Community

@ A team of parent volunteers guided prospective families on dozens of tours,
greeting a robust number of interested families with warmth and enthusiasm.

@ e filled our incoming kindergarten class for the second year in a row,
welcoming 16 students to the Class of 2031 beginning this fall.

@ e established an SICS Tzevet Nihul/7101 NN (Leadership Team), ready to
manage the school’s current and future growth.

“I have witnessed the tangible

@ sJcs lay and professional leaders came nature of hope from the support

together at a retreat to think strategically of this strong SJCS community

about how best to seize our strong prospects Lifelong friendships are formed

for growth, while sustaining the cherished from the sense of belonging
rooted in the mission of SJCS.
Through these friendships, the

students build their capacity to

closeness of the institution.

@ e secured additional office space across the
street from campus, accommodating current

contribute, shape, and give to the

and anticipated growth and allowing us to larger community. ”

reconfigure spaces in our main building in — SJCS Teacher

service of our educational program.

‘ We advanced governance practices and effective
succession planning, beginning the school year, for
the first time in SJCS history, with a President-elect
in place.

@ e enhanced parent education by becoming a
member of Parent Map’s ParentEd Talks program.

‘ We received our EnviroStars Green Business
designation, highlighting our commitment to
environmental stewardship and sustainable practices.




@ At our first Arts Showcase, parents, grandparents, and friends watched students
dance, sing, and show off their artwork before enjoying lunch together.

® e incorporated National Squirrel Appreciation Day as an annual celebratory
event at SJCS in honor of our favorite squirrel, our mascot, Sasson HaSna’ee.

@ We held our first Safety & Security Week to help students, parents, and staff
practice protocols that keep us all healthy and safe.

@ 94% of current parents contributed to the Hashrishu
Et Zir'ay HaTikvah/nili7nin 'w1 NN 1IN (Plant the
Seeds of Hope) Annual Fund campaign, well
surpassing national average rates of parent
participation across independent schools.

@® our spring event, L'Sasson/1lww7 (To Joy!),
highlighted ties to the SJCS community across time
and generations, exceeding fundraising goals and
raising a total of $105,000:

« Our host committee members were SJCS == Y
grandparents whose children also attended SJCS e ——
« A group of SJCS alums from across the years | -
performed a heartfelt song together o il o ‘f'_“-.-,i . ~
« Members of the SJCS Class of 2018, nearing " R i N 5
their high school graduation, formed their own

reunion and filled a table
« We held the event at Hillel UW and
acknowledged Amy Huppin Sherer, former SJCS

parent and teacher, who exemplifies community F-‘*'
ties as the departing long-time Greenstein Family 3 M .
Executive Director of Hillel UW il - &

@ We received 549 gifts from 222 donors, including 71
new donors, surpassing our total fundraising goals
for the year (for a second consecutive year).
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‘ The Parents Association Leadership Council (PALC) hosted STEM Night for
students and parents to explore the effects of sunscreen through a microscope,
conduct Play-doh appendectomies, build 3D printers, learn coding, and more!

@ e addressed the educational needs of diverse learners through academic
learning support services and enhanced behavioral health learning support to
foster community and relationship development within our classrooms.

@ e worked in Green Lake Park to weed and mulch trees and flower beds, both
as part of our celebration of Tu B’Shvat/0awa 1”0 (The 15th of Shvat) and on a
special spring service day.

@ e added a special component to our annual Pesach/ND® (Passover) Learners’
Seder by having each student plan their own “kosher for Passover” lunch
following their family’s traditions.

‘ We supported David Zimand, our head of school, through a full year of aveilut/
NI7'aN (mourning) following the loss of his mother, culminating in his final
recitation of the Mourner’'s Kaddish and a presentation about her life and values.



@ Our fifth graders, together with peers from
KapKa Cooperative School, visited Green
Lake Park to learn about efforts to build a
frog sanctuary and to restore native fauna.

‘ Our third, fourth, and fifth graders
participated in an author’s summit with
students from KapKa, they met with the
author, shared their own stories, and
enjoyed lunch and recess together.

@ e enjoyed the newly-remodeled Green Lake Library:
+ Ouir fifth graders attended the reopening and were featured in an article
about the event
+ All students walked to the library regularly to check out books, with many
securing their first library card and opening their own Libby accounts

@ Our students, along with many parents, made the most of special sites in our
region, visiting the Burke Museum, Climate Pledge Arena (for a Seattle Storm
gamel), Discovery Park, the Tilth Alliance, the UW campus and farm, and Wiley
Slough, among other places.

@ As part of our joyful approach to arrival each day, we initiated a weekly
“Celebration of Cities” program, highlighting music tied to different places —
several students and their families made playlists for Baltimore, Cape Town,
Charlotte, Jerusalem, Los Angeles, Medellin, New York, Pittsburgh, and Tel Aviv.

“What gives us hope through uncertain
times is the strength of our children’s
roots in their identity, community,
shared Jewish values, curiosity and love
of learning, and compassion—which
begins in their homes and in SJCS
classrooms and branches out into care

for the greater community and world.”
— SJCS Parents




Hope ina Sstrong Seattle Jowish Conmunity

‘ SJCS students swept first, second, and third
places, and the honorable mention in the 2025
Art of Remembering: Student Art Contest
Honoring_Holocaust Survivors sponsored by
the Holocaust Center for Humanity, a contest

open to all fifth and sixth graders across four
states (WA, AK, ID, and MT).

‘ We participated in a community-wide
celebration of Lag BaOmer/Aniva 17 (Thirty-
Third Day of Counting the Omer), bringing
together students from six Greater Seattle
Jewish day schools (SJCS, JDS, MMSC, NYHS,
SHA, and TDS).

@ Our first and second graders visited Congregation Beth Shalom, Mercaz Seattle,
and Temple Beth Am, and hosted rabbis from Kavana Cooperative and Chabad
of NW Seattle, to learn about diverse ways members of our community practice
Judaism, including in celebrating Shabbat.

‘ We built on our productive partnership with Seattle’s PJ Library program,
bringing many dozens of young families to our campus for events including Tot
Shabbatot, Stories in the Sukkah, Kindergarten Readiness Panel, and a Tu
B’Shvat Celebration.

@ Our Kindergarten Readiness Panel and partnership with PJ Library attracted
national attention, through an invitation for Ross Diamond, our director of
admissions and marketing, to present on it to admissions professionals around
the country.

@ Our board established a tuition discount for children of Jewish communal
professionals called the Oskim B'Tzarchei Tzibur/112'¥ '2¥2 D701V (Those
Engaged in Communal Needs) program.


https://holocaustcenterseattle.org/learn/student-art-contest
https://holocaustcenterseattle.org/learn/student-art-contest
https://holocaustcenterseattle.org/learn/student-art-contest
https://holocaustcenterseattle.org/learn/student-art-contest
https://holocaustcenterseattle.org/learn/student-art-contest

@ e built on the successes the Kehillah M’Shulevet/Nn271wn N7'0j7 (Integrated
Community) program, bringing together fifth graders from both SJCS and JDS:
« Enhancing our walking tour of historic Jewish neighborhoods with a trip to

Pike Place Market to learn about its Sephardic roots, visiting the celebrated
Pure Food Fish Market and meeting its manager, the fourth generation of

the Sephardic family that established Pure Food Fish in 1911

« Incorporating a silent film into the annual Purim Spiel written and performed
by the students, this year presented as a Film Festival

 Hosting the second Sephardic Shabbaton, which included a Friday night
Sephardic feast for fifth graders from across the city and a full Shabbat
experience made possible by home hospitality in Seward Park

@ David Zimand and Gabrielle Azose, our director of curriculum and pedagogy,
presented on Prizmah: Center for Jewish Day School’s podcast about place-
based learning opportunities and the Seattle Sephardic Heritage Initiative.

@ David and Gabrielle also presented on the Kehillah M’Shulevet program at the
biennial Prizmah conference

“Being Jewish gives me hope. To me,
it means embodying traditions like
Shabbat and holidays, being part of a
community at SJCS, and getting to

learn who you are based on your
traditions. It’s so special to be Jewish
because there aren’t that many of us.”
—SJCS Alum

@ Ve packaged 850 pounds of food for Jewish Family Services.

@ We secured access for adults in our community to national Hidden Sparks and
Wellness Institute parent education programs, including ones focused on helping
children navigate rising anti-Semitism.


https://prizmah.org/knowledge/resource/prizmah-podcast-live-bimkomenu-seizing-place-based-learning-opportunities
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@ We joined schools from five continents in
the special Global Mifgash/w1on (meeting)
Program to mark the first anniversary of
October 7:

+ Our students participated in making a
music video for a verse from Tehillim/
D'7'NN (Psalms), Gam Ki Elech/q"78 ' 02
(“Though | Walk..."”), set to music by Yossi
Hershkovitz, a beloved high school
principal in Jerusalem who was killed early
in the Gaza war

« One of our students was chosen to pose a
live question during the event

@ Our students met with current and former IDF
soldiers:

« On Yom HaZikaron/1N2>'1n DOI' (Israel’s
Memorial Day), we met with those visiting
Seattle as representatives of Israel

« Hosted by JDS, we met with participants
in the Brothers for Life program, founded
in Seattle, which pairs newly wounded
soldiers with supportive mentors who
have been previously wounded

‘ Our students also met with Jewish, Arab,
Druze, and Bedouin high school students
visiting Seattle as part of the Cholamei
HaGalil/7720 71N/ Chalimi AlJalil/ 0J>
Jd=dl (Galilee Dreamers) program,"designed
to provide opportunities for positive
encounters among Israel’s diverse population.

“Children are our future and
our hope. We have witnessed
and enjoyed seeing the depths
of connection and breadths of
teaching of Jewish and Israeli
topics at SJCS. It is more than
a school, it is a home away
from home, a loving and
nurturing community, and a
place where lasting memories
and bonds are forged.”
— SJCS Grandparents




@ We reviewed SJCS Hebrew and Israel education to meet the current moment:

« Participating for a second year in Cascadia, a professional learning
community for Hebrew language educators from across the Pacific
Northwest, overseen by Hebrew at the Center, and adopted a new Hebrew
curriculum this year, while also building on our Hebrew enrichment
opportunities

« Enhancing our Israel education curriculum, drawing on extensive resources
made available through our membership in the innovative, multi-media
IsraelLINK and Unpacked, Jr. programs.

« Setting the foundation for engaging in deep communal consideration of
Israel education at SJCS during this period of historic evolutions that will
continue to influence the lives of our students as members of the
international Jewish community

@ Our third, fourth, and fifth grade students participated in a penpal project with
similar-aged students from Be’er Sheva.

‘ We hosted our second annual alumni Sukkot event where attendees made cards
for SJCS families currently living in Israel.

=
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Together with our community, we continue to provide a welcoming
educational community that combines the timeless wisdom of Jewish
intellectual heritage with contemporary insights into children's learning
and growth. Your generosity gives us hope in a vibrant future.

Please note that any omissions or misspellings on this list are entirely unintentional,

and we sincerely apologize for any oversight.
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The Samis Foundation

Better Together Program
Columbia Bank
Congregation Beth Shalom
The Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle
The Landmark Group
Prizmah: Center for Jewish Day Schools
Sterling Realty Organization
Swanson Gardner Meyers Cohon, PLLC
Umpqua Bank
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Boeing
Docusign
Google
Microsoft
The Gates Foundation
Umpqua Bank
United Health Group
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Amato Dental Group
Cactus Restaurants
Canlis Restaurant
Hello Robin
lvar's and Kidd Valley Restaurants
Literacy Source
Majestic Bay Theatres
Mioposto
MOHAI
MoPop, The Museum of Pop Culture
Pagliacci Pizza
Pecado Bueno
Piatti
Ray Sunshine Design
Reality Break Escapes
Seafair
Seattle Children's Theater
SIFF Film Center
Top Pot Doughnuts
University Village
Woodland Park Zoo



SICS Sustainers
($2.0.000 and Above)

Anonymous
Deva and Orin Hasson
Debra & Doug Rosen

Commmit&%m? ers
(%10, 00D 411999)

Joann and Carl Bianco
Theresa and Ben Glatstein
Monica and Eric Heinberg

Comao’ciov& Crwfcw%
($5,000-%7117)

Rebecca Ringer and Bill Cohon
Kristen and Dylan Cohon
Miryam Frieder and Don Doering
Leslie Feinzaig and Micah Kornfield
Elaine Sachter and Michael Newman
Peg Hall and Moss Patashnik
Ellen and Brad Spear
llana and Jeff Wodlinger
Ollie and Brandon Yarbrough
Laurie Mendelson and David Zimand

Cwiogihﬁ &ev\emtw%
($2,600—%4,117)

Will Daniels
Danielle Schneider and Keith Eaton
Inna Dashevsky and Jeff Gabster
Joanne and Larry Glosser
David Montero and Kobi Reiter
Julia and Yael Sachs
Sara Jensen and Jon Weinstein

Cov\ﬁaVW %DD%T@Y%
(%1300-%579)

lvy Riffkin and Aric Bomsztyk
Brenda Kurland and Mitchell Dernis
Sarah LaFreniere and Ross Diamond
Susie Edelsburg
Ellice Ellenhorn
Carol and Allen Gown
Jessica Graybill
Connie Kanter
Julie Lyss
Rebecca Finkel and Eli Pristoop
Lucy and Herb Pruzan
Betsy and Jason Schneier
Claire and David Smith
Yulia Lesov and Yoav Srebrnik
Tamar Benzikry and Ronnie Stern
Shira Rosen and Ron Yancey



Kindhness HV\&W@Y%
($1,000—%1 117 and above)

Rebecca Piha and Paul Amato
Anonymous
Gabrielle Azose
Evelyn Rubinstein-Benzikry
and Michael Benzikry
Monique and Daniel Birenbaum
Yael Chotzen and Jared Brown
Lana Blank and Ayal Chen-Zion
Abbie Spear and Michael Erickson
Hazel Estrella
Helen and Richard Feder
Lisa and Warren Fein
Carol and Harold Finkel
Kathryn Friedman
Robin Beckman Goldberg
Lesley and Jeremiah Isgur
Eileen and Howard Klein
Bryan Leighton
Anna and Aaron Lemchen
Elizabeth Skirm and David Miller
Cheryl and Joe Piha
Kacie Seigle and Mark Seigle
Amee and Michael Sherer
Jenn and Ben Shoval
Rachel Winer and Jonathan Staver
Nora Burton and T.J. Stutman
Jan Beckert and Carolyn Turnbough
Janet and Craig Warnick
Gwenn Garden and John Yuse

Crwﬁcivit?f @VﬁVabm
(ULF 1o %777)

Monica Alcabin
Deb Frockt and Steve Alter
Polly and Robert Amkraut
Anonymous (6)
Riley Atkins
Rabbi Jill Borodin and Cary Atlas
Terry and David Azose
Charles Balter
Beth Bello
Micaela Glat and Yoav Ben Simon
Beth Huppin and David Bennett
Lori Benson
Einav Yemini and Jonathan Berant
Linda and Herschel Berg
Brian Berry
Gabby and Andrew Bloom
Leora and Paul Bloom
Jennifer Fisch and Joe Blumenzweig
Jenn and Aaron Bobb
Yonah Karp and Harold Bobroff
Tamar and Allan Boden
Laurel and Peter Brodkin
Aliza and Tyler Brown
Debbie and Steve Butler
Sarah Castoriano
Julie and David Chivo
Jon Christiansen
May Kessler and Blake Cisneros
Debbie and Dave Clement
Ariel Schneier and David Cobey
Melissa Rivkin and David Cohanim



Julie and Steve Cohen

Sarah Kopelovich and Charles Craver

Jessie Dafick
Jade Dikelsky
Lauren Dowling
Lisa and Richard Dykstra
Judy and Rabbi Josh Elkin
Maria and Marc Erlitz
Galit and Sol Ezekiel
Karen and Luis Falcon
Katie Fath
Sheila and Gerald Fay
Samuel Fein
Tamar Libicki and Sergey Feldman
Elizabeth Fiattarone
Betty and Daniel Gabel
|dan Gadot
Micah Gelfand
Tamar Newman and Amir Golan
Gavriella Gold
Raem Goldstein
Jon Gordner
Lauren and Jay Gordon
Suzanne and Barry Goren
Beth and Marshall Green
Alexis Kort and Josh Greenberg
Peggy Mesnik and Steven Greene
Amber and Casey Griffin
Kelly Sweet and David Gross
Rachel Scherr and Dale Hailey
Sheri and Ben Harari
Ed Harris
Devorah Signer Hill and Jerry Hill
Ron DeChene and Robert Hovden

Karma and Marty Joseph
Briana Holtzman and Solly Kane
Shira Kaufman
Kristen Kennedy
Meghan Kimpton
Abbe Klebanoff

Natasha Grossman and David Kleweno

Hanna Krasnowsky

Etana Kunovsky and Alan Kunovsky

Tyson Kunovsky
MG Lentz

Elizabeth Braverman and Phillip Levin

Dina and Avi Levitan
Sarah Levy
Demian Liebermann
Lara and Caleb Lyness
David Mariuma
Gabriel Marowitz
Kyra Butzel and Joel Martell
Ruthey Borg Maxwell
and John Maxwell
Jordana Merkin
Jana Miller
Bruce Moss
Amy Myers
Lin-Marie and Gary Nacht
Melissa Nibungco
Joshua Okrent
Mick Ostroff

Andrew Cohen and James Packman

Yacov Paley
Ethan Patashnik
Eli Patashnik
Ellen Olshansky and Richard Pattis



Terie Clement and Larry Pierce
Moriah Patashnik and Justin Prior
Laurie and Bruce Pritchard
Simon Pritikin
Tamar and Glenn Puckett
Glenda Rader
Liz and Lorne Richmond
Candice Teague and Ariel Rokem
Joan Rosenberg
Rabbi Elana Zaiman
and Seth Rosenbloom
Rachel and Rabbi Avi Rosenfeld
Paola and Jacob Sapoznick
Arlana Angel and Noam Schafer
Susan Schwartz
Pascha Scott
Laura Sells
Kasi Wells and Edan Shahar
Sarah Kaplan and Howard Shalinsky
Jennifer and Gideon Shavit
Debbie Dick Shuster and Jerry Shuster
Julia Sliwoski
Violet Resnick and Samuel Small
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Karen Friedman and Robert Snyder
Zach Snyder
Stefanie and Ari Somers
Sandy Spear
Greta Spear and Cliff Spital
Ray Opatowsky and Lux Stevenson
Doris Stiefel
Shoshana Stombaugh
Eileen and Harris Stutman
Deborah Kerdeman and Dave Tarshes
Kristin Teske
Katya and Dan Turnbow
Cheryl and Ron Waldman
Mark Warnick
Michelle and Perry Weinberg
Nathan Werner
Joyce Steuermann and David Wiener
Eliana Stampfer Wiese
and Jason Wiese
Bryan Wilcox
Roberta Kraus Wyde
Helen Halpert and Alan Zarky
Rachel Zell

LY BETTER
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