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A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPALS

Welcome to the 2025–2026 school year at Highlands Elementary School! 

We are excited to continue building our strong HES community with our new

schoolwide theme: Growing Together: Me, My Future, My Community.

Inspired by the book Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Peña, this

theme will guide our learning, relationships, and shared experiences

throughout the year. Together, we will explore who we are, dream about who

we can become, and discover how each of us contributes to helping our

community grow.

As we grow together, we will also continue to model and live out our RAMS

behaviors: being Respectful, Accountable, Motivated, and Safe. These core

values help guide our actions, shape our school culture, and ensure that

Highlands Elementary is a place where every student can thrive academically,

socially, and emotionally.

The first day of school will be Tuesday, August 26th. On that morning, all

students will meet their teacher on the playground before entering the

building. For safety and to ensure a smooth transition, no adults will be

permitted on the playground—we kindly ask families to say their goodbyes on

the sidewalk before students head to meet their teachers.

We look forward to an outstanding year ahead—one focused on learning,

building positive relationships, and growing together as a school community.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Kumar and Mr. Trozzi



WELCOME MR. TROZZI

We are excited to welcome Mr. Trozzi to our school community! 

He joins us from South Park Elementary School, where he served as Assistant

Principal and previously worked as an Elementary and Special Education

teacher. A proud Tarentum resident, Mr. Trozzi is eager to bring his experience

and passion for education closer to home. He looks forward to supporting and

guiding the students in his own neighborhood, while building strong

connections with families and staff. 

A few of his favorite things:

Spending time with his family camping and taking road trips

Coaching his children’s soccer and track teams

Eating tacos and chicken wings

Reading Pig the Pug books with his children


