New Students Who Are Already Formally Identified as Gifted in Another District

If your child has already been identified as a gifted student who needs advanced curriculum in another
school district, please complete a New Student Application form. Each school district in Indiana
establishes an identification plan that is appropriate for that district’s student population. It is very
possible that a student who is qualified as high ability in one district may or may not qualify in another
district.

When your child’s application is received and you have enrolled him or her in Zionsville Community
Schools, we will determine if your former school district used criteria similar to what is used by ZCS. If
your child’s ability and achievement levels meet or exceed the ZCS standards for identification, then he
or she will be placed in a “cluster group” at their elementary school. “Cluster groups” are small groups
of students who have been identified as needing advanced curriculum and/or instruction and are
placed together in classrooms with students of mixed ability levels.

If it is determined that your child does not currently meet the ZCS requirements, then he or she will be
reconsidered each spring. All of our kindergarten through fourth grade students take the Northwest
Evaluation Association (NWEA) Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) test which is regarded as a
reliable standardized measure of a child’s achievement levels in math and reading. NWEA is given within
the first month of the school year and again in the spring. All kindergarten and second graders take the
CoGAT in the spring. We also assess each child’s reading level three times per year — fall, winter, and
spring. Reading instruction is differentiated based upon these assessments and classroom performance.
During the 90-minute reading block, each student is instructed in small groups within his or her
classroom at the appropriate instructional level. Math instruction is also differentiated within all of our
classrooms. If a child needs access to advanced curriculum in math and/or reading, but has not been
formally identified, we have a process to allow that to happen.





