
New Students Who Are Not Already Formally Identified as Gifted Students 

We do not test new students for giftedness before they enter our schools. This is because we use a 

lengthy multi-faceted identification process that cannot be duplicated unless students have attended 

Zionsville Community Schools for a significant amount of time. For example, all of our kindergarten and 

first grade teachers have been trained in the Kingore Observation Inventory (KOI) and are qualified to 

identify characteristics of giftedness. They each conduct a six-week observation period of their students 

using the KOI procedures. 

Students also take the Northwest Evaluation Association (NWEA) Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 

test which is regarded as a reliable standardized measure of a child’s current achievement levels in 

math and reading. This test is taken on the computer. Students also take the CoGAT which is sometimes 

referred to as an IQ test. In addition, teachers complete the SIGS (Scale for Identifying Gifted Students) 

and the parents complete a Kingore Parent Observation form.  

All of these tests and forms are examined by a committee of licensed high ability elementary teachers. 

Identified students are placed the following year in “cluster groups” within each of our four elementary 

schools. “Cluster groups” are small groups of students who have been identified as needing advanced 
curriculum and are placed together in classrooms with students of mixed ability levels. 

We reconsider every child every spring for identification. All of our kindergarten through fourth grade 

students take the NWEA within the first month of the school year and again in the spring. All 

kindergarten and second graders take the CoGAT ability test in the spring. We also assess each child’s 

reading level three times per year – fall, winter, and spring. Reading instruction is differentiated based 

upon these assessments.. During the 90-minute reading block, each student is instructed in small groups 

within his or her classroom at the appropriate instructional level. Math instruction is also differentiated 

within all of our classrooms. We use a very challenging math program, Everyday Math.  

We believe that our students will all receive the appropriate level of challenge whether they are 

identified as needing advanced curriculum.




