
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hello Parents and Students, 

Hardin County Schools prides itself on preparing students for life outside of the classroom as 
well as helping students grow into well-rounded individuals. With this in mind, we are excited to 
introduce the Portrait of a Learner initiative. This new program focuses on five key 
competencies: Engaged Learner, Active Collaborator, Responsible Citizen, Effective 
Communicator, and Personal Champion. These competencies were developed in collaboration 
with our community partners to ensure they reflect the skills and traits valued by our community. 
Your child is part of a pilot class as our district shifts to the Portrait of a Learner framework.  

 

Each month, teachers and schools will introduce and focus on one of the competencies, helping 
students develop these essential skills; and through our PBIS program, schools will reward 
students as they demonstrate these competencies. While pre-k through 2nd grade is an 
introduction to these traits, 3rd-8th grade parents will be informed about their child’s 
performance on each competency through the report card. Students will earn either an S 
(Satisfactory), meaning they demonstrate the behavior/trait almost always, or an N (Needs 
Improvement), indicating they usually do not demonstrate this trait. Parents will receive regular 
updates on their child’s progress through report cards and other communications. We encourage 
you to support your child at home in mastering each monthly competency, in alignment with the 
school’s focus. Reach out to your child’s school or watch HCS social media to see how you can 
support your child in mastering each monthly competency of the Portrait of a Learner at home! 

Sincerely, 

 

 


