
 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Magnolia Trace Families,  

 

We are Launching into Excellence at MTE! The first few weeks of school were amazing. We are visiting classrooms, watching teach-
ers establish classroom expectations and present academic content. Your children are adapt-
ing well to Magnolia Trace Elementary. I enjoy meet-
ing all our new students and seeing our veteran stu-
dents.  
 
 The beginning of second and third grade is a 
transition for students. Some of your children may 
be coming home a little anxious or unsure, and 
some miss their parents while at school. Please keep 
encouraging your children. They can do hard things 
and as they persevere, they will realize how much 
they are able to do. We are working with students 
based on these five core paradigms: 
1. Everyone can be a leader 
2. Everyone has genius 
3. Change starts with me 
4. Empower students to lead their own learning. 
5. Educators and families partner to develop the whole person. 
 
We are a Leader in Me School. Students lead announcements and learning, help facilitate 
safety in our school, and are a vital part of our celebrations and progress. We encourage 
you to become involved in your students learning both in school and at home. We are 
going to start posting signs on the car line circle and bus line. I will also send a robo text to 
encourage you to have conversations with your child about what they are doing at school. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please email your child’s teacher or call Magnolia 
Trace at 985-626-8238.  
 
We’ve started introducing clubs and activities. Students can begin to get involved in these 
groups to develop their leadership skills. We want to create opportunities for all students 
to thrive. Please voice to us and encourage your child to voice if they have new ideas that 
will help our school or give students more opportunities to display their genius. As we 
introduce and practice the 8 habits of highly effective people, please let us know what you 
are doing at home. We will be sending habit cards home, and I cannot wait to see what is 
happening in our community. 
  
As always, I appreciate all you do. I am super blessed to be able to lead and be part of such 
an amazing school community. Enjoy our newsletter and have a great year.  
 
Sincerely,  
Jamie Breaux 
Principal - MTE 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 



 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Welcome Back to School! 

 
I am so excited for this new school year and can’t believe it’s already here. It’s going to 
be a great year! We’re looking forward to seeing everyone again at Open House on 
September 30th. The General PTA meeting will take place at 5:00 in the gym before you 
head to your child’s classroom. 

 

We have many fun events planned throughout the year.  MTE does a great job of 
making learning fun and bringing families together with these events.  There will be 
multiple volunteer opportunities for you to participate in this year, both in planning 
events and helping during events.  We would love to see you all on campus!   

 

Coming up, we have Grandparents’ & Special Friends’ Week, which takes place 
September 22-26. Grandparents and Friends will have the opportunity to have a 
pastry, take a free photo, and visit the Scholastic Book Fair together. Remember, 
Book Fair is cashless.  You can pay with a credit card or set up an E-wallet on the 
Scholastic Website. E-wallets will come up automatically at check out, so they are a great choice. Trunk or Treat will be next, which takes 
place on October 31st, and Trunk or Treat still needs volunteers to form the committee for planning.  PTA is most successful with your 
participation, and we appreciate whatever you can do. 

 

Stay connected! Please join the Magnolia Trace Elementary Facebook page, where you will have access to the most updated information 
about MTE. Also, visit our Cheddar Up Group Page.  Here you will be able to join the PTA and sign up to volunteer at our events. Joining 
the PTA helps us fund our events, like Grandparents’ and Special Friends’ Week!  See the QR Code below to access this group page.  

We look forward to working with all of you this year.  It’s going to be PAWesome!   

Please contact me at any time if you have questions, concerns, or want to be involved.  Thanks again for doing 
what you can to help us. Remember, we are BETTER TOGETHER! 

 

Chanelle Smith  
PTA President 2025-2026 

Magnolia Trace Elementary  
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President – Chanelle Smith 

Secretary – Sarah Dunne 

Treasurer– Kourtney Chavis  

VP of Promotions– Brittany Joiner 

Board Member– Sherri Toucheque 

 

 

Magnolia Trace  

2025- 2026 
PTA Executive Board 

Scan the QR code for 
the Cheddar Up Group 
Page for Memberships, 

Volunteer Sign-Ups, 
and More! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the dedicated group of making MTE great for our kids!  

 
Interested? Email magnoliatraceelementarypta@gmail.com  

JOIN THE PTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

mailto:magnoliatraceelementarypta@gmail.com
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Second Grade 

Third Grade 
Welcome parents and students to third grade where We Are Launching Excellence! We are looking forward to 
an enriching and successful year. Third grade brings new adventures, more responsibility, and unlimited poten-
tial!  
 
Students are off to a good start as they explore the concepts of multiplication and division in math.  
We will be reading The Stories Julian Tells this nine weeks. This novel will give students the opportunity to 
make connections between literature and the lessons that we can learn.  
Third graders are also learning about the founding of the United States including the Declaration of Independ-
ence and the American Revolution in social studies. In science, classes will investigate force and motion.  
 
Let’s work together to make third grade an engaging, educational experience for our students. MTE third graders 
certainly are excited about being leaders around MTE! 

Welcome Maggie Families to a new and exciting year at Magnolia Trace! We are “Launching Excellence” and are off to a stellar start in 

second grade!  

Second graders have been working hard getting used to routines and procedures in the classrooms. As we get settled into our routines, 

please remember that it is very important that your student be at school and on time. If your child would like to eat breakfast in the cafete-

ria, please make sure your child is at school by 8:30 am in the morning.  

We are so excited to be focusing on “The Leader in ME” and the “Seven Habits of Healthy Kids” at MTE this year. Students will learn 

about each of the seven habits and how to incorporate them into their own learning and positive behavior at school. We will be focusing 

on making goals and becoming “Out of this World” leaders.  

Fairy Tales and Tall Tales are our focus in ELA. Students are learning the different characteristics of each of these types of stories and are 

becoming familiar with them as we read examples daily. Handwriting and phonics are also part of our daily learning and students are 

working hard to become fluent readers. Eureka Math is our math curriculum, and students are learning strategies for adding and subtract-

ing.  

Our students are shining bright this year and we can’t wait to see all the wonderful learning that will happen at MTE! Please remember 

that parents and teachers are a team and communication is key for student success! Please reach out with questions or concerns through-

out the year.  

Thank you for sharing your child with us, it is going to be a fantastic year!  - Second Grade Teachers 



 
Welcome Back to MTE Music!  
 
We are starting the year with a new theme for Music class: “Blast Into a Learning Adventure”. We will be 
learning new musical concepts and singing new songs.  
 

We just finished auditions for our 2nd and 3rd grade Choirs. Choir will run from now through December con-

cluding with a wonderful Christmas Program. In January, we will start another 2nd and 3rd grade musical.  
 
It is a pleasure to work at MTE!  
 
Loving my job,  
Norma.Ganucheau@stpsb.org  
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MAGGIE TEACHER SPOTLIGHT: 
 MRS. HUNT 

Mrs. Hunt is my third grade switch teacher. Mrs. Hunt’s 
favorite year in school is in Kindergarten because she likes 
the Show & Tell. Mrs. Hunt has two pet cats. One is 
named Thor and the other cat’s name is Mavrick. Mrs. 
Hunt’s favorite food is cheeseburgers, and her favorite 
drink is PJ’s coffee or Celsius. Her favorite color is 
white.  Mrs. Hunt’s favorite thing about MTE is seeing the 
little leaders at school. 

 
 

MAGGIE STUDENT SPOTLIGHT:  
ALL ABOUT DONTE 

We have been friends for two years. We both love to play 
tag. We both love Roblox. We also both love football. Donte 
is my friend because he is kind to others. We are both in Ms. 
Chotto’s class. We both love math. He likes Coke. He likes 
recess because it is fun. He also likes classwork. His goal for 
this year is to keep all of his paws. 

 

 
Written By: Seggie Gardner 

MUSIC NOTES 

Written By: Jace Guidry 

MAGGIE CLUB SPOTLIGHT: 
 ROBOTICS CLUB 

Robotics Club at MTE is where you build and code robots 
for a competition. We have robotics so students can learn 
how to work with STEM or STEAM (Science Technology 
Engineering Arts and Math). Robotics Club starts in No-
vember, and your teacher will recommend you. Ms. 
Guidry and Ms. Smith will work with you at Robotics 
Club. 

 
 

Written By: Camille Boughrara 

STUDENT ARTICLES 
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Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the 2025 - 2026 school year. We are excited about all the wonderful things we have going on in the 
library. The first priority of our library is to instill a love of reading in your child. If we work in unison, this can 
happen for all of our students. Please take time to read with your child nightly and discuss what he or she is read-
ing. The impact of your involvement is monumental.  

The children have been excited to see all the new and exciting things they will soon get to experience in the library. 
Makerspace stations is one new thing that our second grade students will experience this school year. The kids will 
be able to utilize this area during special days during the school year. Another exciting event coming in September 
is Book Fair. Look for exciting information coming home soon. Finally, please remind your child to return his or 
her library book each week. 

 
Thank You,  
Julie Kuylen  
Magnolia Trace Library 
julie.kuylen@stpsb.org 

LIBRARY: CHECK IT OUT! 

COACH’S CORNER ART: WATTER’S WORLD 

Welcome to a new year of P.E. I look forward to having 
a great year with your children and teaching them 
about Physical Education.  

We will be learning about movement, spacing, various 
athletic skills, being physically fit and sportsmanship. 

Please try to remind your child to wear tennis shoes on 
P.E. day. Also, if your child needs to sit out for P.E., 
please send a note. 

  
Coach Dusang  

Physical Education Teacher 
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Hey Maggie Friends & Family! 
 
 Welcome back to a new school year! I know most of you are excited for all the new things this 
year: teachers, classmates, friends, & coursework.  I am very excited to be at Magnolia Trace for an-
other year and working with all of the students. I am also excited to be bringing hands-on learning 
to counseling lessons this year & continuing with Leader in Me! Our first topic of the year is Being 
Proactive & working together as a team.  
 

-Mrs. Jordan 

Habit #1 Book List 

On My Honor by Marion Dane Bauer 
Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman 

Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Hatcher by Bruce Coville 
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 

Brave Irene by William Steig 
Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman 
Abel’s Island by William Steig 

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
Rocky Road by Rose Kent 

A Picture Book of Jesse Owens by David A. Adler 
The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires 

Catching up  
with the Counselor 

Habit #1: Be Proactive  

Being proactive means taking action before something 
happens. Here is a list of books for families that can be 
read at home in order to learn more about being PRO-
ACTIVE! We hope you try one of these at home. 
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 SEPTEMBER MTE LUNCH MENU #1 

Vegetarian option, vegetable, fruit and choice of milk offered daily. 

SEPTEMBER MTE BREAKFAST MENU #2 

Vegetarian option, vegetable, fruit and choice of milk offered daily. 
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 SEPTEMBER MTE BREAKFAST MENU 


