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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course supports students in strengthening their understanding of key Biology concepts assessed on 
the SOLs. Through focused review and targeted strategies, students will revisit foundational topics—from cells and genetics to 
ecosystems and evolution. The goal is to build confidence, reinforce essential knowledge, and develop academic skills that help 
all learners pass their Biology SOLs and beyond. 
 
This is an INCLUSION course. An inclusive classroom is a learning environment where students of all abilities learn side by side. 
It’s designed to support and value the diverse academic, social, emotional, and communication needs of ALL students, creating a 
space where everyone feels respected, supported, and able to thrive. 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL PHILOSOPHY:  

● How will you organize the classroom for student learning? 
○ The class will have policies and procedures that will be used daily. 

■ Follow the class agenda (daily) 
■ Be on time, if you are late, you will be registered as tardy. 
■ Follow safety procedures for labs 
■ Dress appropriately for lab and in class activities 
■ Be respectful to each other and yourself 

● What do you expect of students in terms of participation? 
○ Students are required to participate and engage fully in class discussions, note taking, practice assessments, etc. 

● Will they work independently or with others? 
○ Student will have some individual assignments and group work 

● What instructional strategies will you use? 
○ One on one sessions  
○ Small group instructions 
○ Engaging note taking strategies 
○ Strategies for taking standardized tests 

 
GRADE WEIGHTS/ COURSE ASSESSMENT 

● Summative Assessments (Gold Category) = 40% 
● Formative “Short-Cycle” Assessments (Silver Category) = 35% 
● Classwork/Warm up (Bronze Category) = 25% 

 
Grading Scale: 

A= 90-100  
B= 80-89 
C= 70-79  
D= 60-69 

F= below 60 
 
 
Final Exams = 10% of overall grade for high school courses (SOL tests count as final exams) 
Homework: Completed as assigned. Please refer to the handbook for late or missing assignments and the DPS Homework Policy 
 
*Late work and redo policies vary by school. 
 
Attendances/Absences: For general attendance/absence policy, please refer to the student handbook. Make-up assignments will 
be available depending on the nature of leave. Please email me ahead of time, if the student will be absent so that any assignments 
that need to be taken home can be administered accordingly. 
 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS: RESPECT is an essential component of my class and this school.  
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● I will respect you, provide you with every opportunity to learn, and help you in any way that I can.  
● In return, I expect you will work hard, do your best, and ensure that your behavior is always respectful of yourself, others, 

and our school.  
● Everyone deserves the best possible learning environment, together we will seek to provide that. 
● Treat others how you want to be treated. 

 
We will be ready. Please come physically and mentally prepared to learn. Avoid using cell phones or any electronic device in class 
unless directed to do so. Phones may be confiscated as well (see student handbook). 
 
We will be responsible. Arrive to class on time. Check out the daily agenda on the board to see what we will be doing that day. 
Mistakes will be made, but learning will happen through those mistakes.  We will be successful.  
 

● You will log into our course at the scheduled time each school day, on time and prepared to learn. 
● You will submit all of your assignments on time and to the best of your ability. 

 
We will be respectful. We will wait our turn to receive help and communicate politely. 
 
We will have fun and celebrate learning! Please give your best effort and maintain a positive attitude. We will help the 
instructor create a positive learning environment. Please treat yourself, others, and the teacher with respect and courtesy at all 
times. 
 
All school rules/policies will be enforced in my classroom. Refer to your student handbook. 
 
Please, do not hesitate to ask for help. The best way to contact me if I am not in the classroom is by email.  
 
CLASSROOM MATERIALS: 

● Folder 
● Paper 
● Pens 
● Pencils 
● Highlighter 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Teacher: Mr. Kevin Gomez, LPT, MATS 
Email: kgomez@mail.dps.k12.va.us 

 
TEACHER BACKGROUND: 
Teacher: Mr. Kevin Gomez, LPT, MATS 
Bachelor’s Degree: Bachelor of Secondary Education in Biology (Magna Cum Laude) 
Master’s Degree: Master of Arts in Teaching Science 
Doctoral Degree: PhD in Educational Management Major in Leadership in Higher Education (on-going) 

 
I am a Licensed Professional Teacher (LPT) from the Philippines with eight years of experience teaching subjects including Biology, Earth Science, 
Qualitative and Quantitative Research, Capstone Research, and Work Immersion. I taught at Holy Angel University (HAU), a leading institution 
recognized by ASEAN University Network-Quality Assurance (AUN-QA), the Global Performance Excellence Award, and recommended by the 
Cardinal Newman Society. At HAU, I also served as a Research Coordinator and advised the Arts and Environmental Clubs. 
 
I hold an international teaching license as well as a Virginia Teaching License in Science. Entering my second year at George Washington High 
School, I teach Strategies for Academic Success, Biology, and AP Environmental Science. I am also affiliated with UNESCO Asia-Pacific Centre for 
Education for International Understanding (APCEIU), an official UNESCO category‑2 Centre dedicated to promoting international education and 
sustainability across the Asia-Pacific region. As a resource speaker, I present on topics including biodiversity conservation, the global wildlife 
trade, ecosystem dynamics, and the climate crisis. 

 
See you in class! 
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