BOARD OF EDUCATION SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS
E. Anne Hayes, President '- Antonio Santana

Deborah DeLillo, Vice President

Erika M. Calderon ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

Cheryl A. Felice 189 Dunton Avenue
East Patchogue, NY 11772

hoe s SouTH COUNTRY s

Christopher Ross
CENTRAL ScHooL DistTrIicT www southcountry.crg

August 25, 2025
Dear South Country Community,

As we open the 2025-2026 school year, I want to extend a warm welcome back to our
students, families, and staff. Each new year brings with it a sense of renewal, and this year
is no exception.

We are especially excited to begin the implementation of our Strategic Action Plan, which
is the culmination of months of collaboration, dialogue, and input from our stakeholders
and community members. This plan will serve as our roadmap for the next several years,
ensuring that every decision we make continues to advance student achievement,
strengthen our schools, and reflect the voices of those we serve.

We also recognize that this year comes with change. The implementation of New York
State’s new cell phone policy has created some understandable trepidation. Change is never
easy, especially when it affects daily routines. Yet, we are confident that this step will foster
a distraction-free learning environment where our students can remain focused, engaged,
and fully present in their classrooms. Ultimately, the biggest beneficiaries of this shift will
be our students, who deserve our best efforts to create conditions where they can thrive.

Student schedules are now available on the Parent Portal, and we’re excited to welcome
our students back on Tuesday, September 2, 2025, for the first day of school! In keeping
with our commitment to sustainability, all K-12 summer packets are posted on our district
website. You can find them on your child’s school homepage under “Important School
Information” in the menu tab. We can’t wait to see everyone soon!

Please note that the parent / student affirmations must be completed in the Parent Portal by
August 29, 2025. If you have any questions or concerns regarding the summer packets or
if you want to request hard copies, please contact your child’s school at the number(s) listed
below:

o Bellport High School (631) 730-1575
¢ Bellport Middle School (631) 730-1626
e Frank P. Long Intermediate School (631) 730-1725
¢ Brookhaven Elementary School (631) 730-1700
o Kreamer Street Elementary School (631) 730-1650
o Veme W. Critz Elementary School (631) 730-1675
¢ South Haven Early Childhood Center (631) 730-2180
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As we move forward together, let’s embrace the opportunities before us with optimism,
resilience, and Clipper Pride. I am deeply grateful for your continued partnership and look
forward to a year filled with growth, achievement, and community.

ith gppreciati

Antonio Santana
Superintendent of Schools



