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8.8 New Features Release Notes 

Notable Changes 
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SIS 
 
General 

 
Teacher Schedules Report/Advanced Report/Saved Reports 

 
Added a new “Filters” toggle to these reports. When enabled, a filter is available for each 
column, just as when using the Filters functionality on data tables throughout Focus. 

 

 

 
 

Assessment 
 
Test History Report 

 
Added a new check box “Test Not Taken” to the Test History Report. When the check box is 
selected, the report will display students who have not taken the selected test. The check box is 
not selected by default. 
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The “Test Not Taken” check box has also been added to More Search Options in the Test History 
section to display students who have not taken the selected test. 

 

 

 
 

Attendance 
 
Take Attendance 

 
Updated so that when schools use a rotation schedule, teachers can take attendance for a 
section that meets on today’s rotation day, regardless of whether today is set as a meeting day 
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on the section. Previously, attendance could not be taken if today was not set as a meeting day 
on the section. 

 
Absence Summary 

 
Added an N/A option for period attendance. When setting a future date to N/A, the period 
attendance record is removed and the daily code for the student is set to present. When setting 
a previous date to N/A, the period attendance records are set to the default code and the daily 
code is changed accordingly. 

 

 

 
 

Discipline 
 
Referrals 

 
Added the ability for administrators to close a referral without processing it. The option “Closed 
without Processing” displays on the referral form beneath “Reviewed by an Administrator” and 
also displays as a column when viewing a list of referrals. When a referral is closed without 
processing, it is not included in the “X new referrals” Portal alert. The referral is not included in 
counts for Discipline > Category Breakdown or Discipline > Students with Referrals. The referral 
is not displayed on the Parent/Student Portal and is not included in state reporting. Referrals 
cannot be marked “Closed without Processing” and “Reviewed by an Administrator.” Selecting 
one option will deselect the other. A referral cannot be marked “Closed without Processing” if it 
is linked to a discipline incident or if it has an action record. A warning will display indicating 
why the referral cannot be closed. 
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Added the ability for administrators to send a referral back to the originator for correction. The 
button “Send back for Correction” now displays at the top of the referral form for users with 
view and edit permissions for Referrals. The user can add a comment on why the referral is 
being sent back. A Portal alert will display to the originator. The comment will display at the top 
of the referral and will remain there until the referral is updated. When viewing the list of 
referrals on the Referrals screen, the new column “Sent back for Correction” displays a “Y” if the 
referral was sent back. 
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Added a message to the top of the referral form when the referral is attached to a discipline 
incident: “This referral is linked to incident #xxxxx.” If the user has view access to Discipline > 
Incidents, the incident ID will be a link that will take the user to the discipline incident. If the  
user does not have view access to Discipline > Incidents, the incident ID will display but will not 
be a link. Only teachers and administrators will see the message on the referral. The Incident 
column has also been added when viewing a list of referrals. The column will display N/A if 
there is no incident attached to the referral. The column will display the incident ID if there is an 
incident attached. If the user has view access to Discipline > Incidents, the incident ID will be a 
link that will take the user to the discipline incident. If the user does not have view access to 
Discipline > Incidents, the incident ID will display but will not be a link. Only teachers and 
administrators will see this column. 
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Positive Behaviors 
 
Changed the word “sticker” to “badge” throughout the Positive Behaviors program. 

 

Florida Reports 
 
Print FTE Detail 

 
Added page numbers to the printed report. 

 

Grades 
 
Pull Grades for Report Cards 

 
Added the ability to pull grades for multiple schools at the same time. When the user has access 
to multiple schools, the School(s) pull-down allows the selection one or multiple schools. 
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Added the ability to recalculate GPAs when pulling grades using the new “GPAs” option. Each 
school’s system preferences are used to determine weight. 

 

 

 
Final Grades, GPA, & Class Rank 

 
Added the Report Card Comments column to Course History for schools that have the system 
preference “Pull-Down Comments” enabled. The column will display pull-down comments 
entered by teachers. Users with edit permissions to Final Grades, GPA, & Class Rank can view 
the Report Card Comments pull-down and can make edits, which will transfer over to the Post 
Final Grades screen. Users who do not have edit permissions to Final Grades, GPA, & Class Rank 
will see a non-editable Report Card Comments field with a list of comment code numbers that 
were entered. Clicking on the Comment Codes link above the table will open the legend of 
comment codes. 
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Updated so if an “I,” “J,” or “Y” is entered in the “Online Course” field, the indicator for “Met 
Online Course Req:” will update to “Met.” Note: If “J” is entered, a “Course Number” is required 
in order to meet online course requirement. 

 

 

 
Updated the logic for determining if the online course requirement is met so that when the first 
seven digits of the course number are 0200985 and Online Course is set to J, the online course 
requirement is met. 

 
Graduation Requirements Report 

 
Updated the name of the report to Promotion Requirements Report when the school does not 
have a grade 12 set up in Setup > Grade Levels. 

Added the course number in parentheses next to the course title throughout the report. 
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Scheduling 
Added a “ESOL/ELL Seats” field to Courses & Sections and the Master Schedule Report. If a 
number is specified in the corresponding field, the number of ESOL students in the section will 
be limited by the number of seats available. The Scheduler will limit the number of ESOL/ELL 
students who can be scheduled into the section based on the value entered in the ESOL/ELL 
Seats field. 

• If the value is null, an unlimited amount of ESOL/ELL students can be placed into the section. 
If the value is zero, no ESOL/ELL students will be placed into the section. 

 

 

 
Changed the wording of the “SPED Seats” field in section setup to “IEP Seats” in Courses & 
Sections and the Master Schedule Report. 
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Course Catalog 
 
Added a “Total Credit” column, which is displayed on the Student Requests screen as an 
override for the CCD credits. 

 

 

 
Teacher Schedules Report 

 
Changed the rotation day pull-down on each section into a select multiple pull-down, allowing 
one or multiple rotation days to be selected and assigned to the section for schools that use 
rotation days. 



  
 

 

 

FOCUS:  9.0 Release Notes 
Collier County Public Schools 

Page 78 of 129 
Revised 2/11/2019  

 

 

 
 

Master Schedule Report 
 
Added the following columns to the report: “Filled Seats - Male,” “Filled Seats - Female,” “Total # 
of Sections,” and “Total # of Requests.” 

 

 

 
Student Requests 

 
Added a “Schedule First” column to the Student Requests screen. When selected, the scheduler 
will try to fulfill the selected requests before all other requests not selected as “Schedule First.” 
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Added the count of Credits and Units under the count of Requests and Alternates, as well as a 
“Credits” column. 

• These additions apply to the Student Requests screen for all users; therefore, students and 
parents will see the new column and the credit and unit calculations. 

• Note: These additions are only applicable if utilizing the Course Catalog; for districts that do 
not use the Course Catalog, these changes will not display. 

• The units are calculated based on the course length set on the course: Full Year would be 1 
unit; Semester would be .5 units, etc. 

• Note: The credit calculation varies by state: Florida: 
• If there is a value in the Total Credits column in the Course Catalog for that course in that 

syear, then that value will display next to the student request record. 
• If there is no value in the Total Credits column, then it will refer to the Credits per Course 

column (which pulls from the Course Code Directory for that school year). 
• If there is no value in either the Total Credits column or the Credits per Course column, 

and there are no records for that syear in the course code directory, then it will look to 
the course code directory of the previous school year for a value. 

• If there are no values found anywhere listed above, then that request will display as 0 
credits. 

• Note: The credit calculation varies by state: Texas: 
• If there is a value in the Total Credits column in the Course Catalog for that course in that 

syear, then that value will display next to the student request record. 
• If there is no value in the Total Credits column, then it will refer to the CO22 for that 

syear. 
• If there is no value in either the Total Credits column or the CO22 for that course, and 

there are no records in the CO22 for that syear, then it will look to the CO22 of the 
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previous year for a value. 
 

• If there are no values found anywhere listed above, then that request will display as 0 
credits. 

• Note: The credit calculation varies by state: Other states (aside from Florida and Texas): 
• It will only refer to the column Total Credits in the Course Catalog. If there is a value for 

that course in that syear, it will display that value next to the student request record. If 
there is no value, then the request will display as 0 credits. 

 

 

 
 

Print Student Schedules 
 

Added new option “Show Schedules From All Schools” that prints the student’s schedule from 
all of the schools in which the student is scheduled onto one schedule. When the check box is 
selected, all periods that exist in all the district schools are displayed under Periods in the 
School Day for selection. The schedule generates with the School, Period, Rotation Days (if 
applicable), Course, Course Number, Teacher, Room, Term, and Meeting Days. 
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Master Schedule Builder 
 
Updated to display the title of the selected run in the header; If a run is added, deleted, or 
edited, or if a different run has been selected, the header automatically updates to reflect the 
current run’s title. In the example image, “Default with Periods” is the title of the current run--as 
displayed in the header of the Master Schedule Builder. 

 

 

 
Added the “Total # of Sections” and “Total # of Requests” columns to the Section List tab of the 
Master Schedule Builder. 

Added an “Equals” option for sorting on the applicable columns. 
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Builder Reports 
 
Added the course number before the course title in the Overlapping Singletons report. The sort 
order was updated to sort the courses by course number instead of course title. 
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Print Class Lists 
 

Added a new option “Include Co-Teacher Sections” to the Print Class Lists screen. When the 
check box is selected, class lists will print for all teachers, including co-teachers. When the check 
box is not selected, class lists will only print for the primary teachers. 

 

 

 
 

Student/Parent Portal 
Changed the “Download Report Card” link to display as “Download Progress Report” if any of 
the marking periods on the report card are progress periods. 

Updated the Messages section to automatically include a link to the student’s test scores to be 
viewed in PDF formatting; the linked file must be available in the uploader folders. 

• Note: This is a Florida-Only feature. 
• In order for this feature to be utilized, the district must place the PDF files in a specific folder 

on the server; the file must also include the student’s FLEID. Once a match is found for the 
student’s FLEID, the file will be available on the student/parent portal. 

 

 

 
Updated so that when parents register for a Parent Portal account for the first time, the parent 
now creates his/her own password instead of being assigned a password, preventing the issue 
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of forgotten passwords. The password must comply with the system preferences “Minimum 
Password Length” and “Require Complex Passwords,” when enabled. 

 

Students 
 
Advanced Report 

 
Updated so that inactive select options are always displayed at the bottom of the list in select 
fields in More Search Options. 

Added “Primary Contact: Sort Order,” “Secondary Contact: Sort Order,” “Third Contact: Sort 
Order,” and “Fourth Contact: Sort Order” fields in the Available Fields list. This pulls in the 
Contact’s Priority assigned to the contact in Students > Student Info > Address & Contacts. This 
is useful to compare the sort order of the contact with their designation as the primary contact, 
secondary contact, etc., and is also useful to view which contact has the priority of 1 for sending 
report cards and letters. If the district does not assign priorities to contacts, the Sort Order field 
will be null. These fields are also available in Print Letters & Send Email (both legacy and new). 

 
 

 

 

Student Info 
 
Updated so that the maximum length set on long text fields is enforced. 

Added a “Re-enrollment Restrictions” tab in Student Info to prevent a student from being 
enrolled in the district. The student cannot be enrolled from Add a Student or the Enrollment 
screen when there is an active re-enrollment restriction record in effect. Defining a date range 
is optional. In Users > Profiles in the Student Fields permissions, permissions must be given to 
create and delete Re-enrollment Restrictions form records and to view and edit the fields. 
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Updated so that when printing or emailing a letter from Student Info, the letter/email is 
generated using letterhead that was attached to the letter in Print Letters & Send Email (New). 

 
Student Info > Immunizations Tab 

 
Added the ability to import immunization records from Florida Shots in the Immunizations tab. 
Click “Import from Florida Shots” above the Immunizations table. If the student is matched, the 
immunizations will import into the Immunizations table and a tooltip will display when hovering 
over the “Import from Florida Shots” button indicating if the process was successful or if there 
were errors. If there are too many matches or duplicate records are found, a pop-up window 
will display where the user will select the appropriate student and the immunization records  
will import. If a student has an exemption status, the immunizations will not be imported since 
there is not an immunization record in Florida Shots. Note: Using this feature requires setup 
and configuration; please contact the help desk for assistance. 

 
 

 

 
 

Student Info > Addresses & Contacts Tab 
 
Fixed an issue in Addresses & Contacts where the address parser incorrectly parsed an address 
when the street name contained a suffix such as “ROAD” and there was no actual street suffix 
(e.g. 555 COUNTY ROAD 54). 
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Add a Student 

 
Updated so that when adding a phone number for a contact, clicking Save will add and save the 
phone number; previously the user had to press Enter and then click Save. It is now 
unnecessary to press Enter first. 

 
 

Birthday Report 
 

Added a Student ID column to the Birthday Report. 
 

 

 
 

Students/Users 
 

Student Info/User Info 
 

Added the ability to view an uploaded file without having to download the file first, saving the 
user time. When clicking the View icon on an uploaded file in the student’s or user’s record, the 
file will display as a preview in a new tab. 
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Users 
 
My Preferences 

 
Added new option “Last Name, First (Nickname)” to the Student Name Format options in the 
Student Listing tab of My Preferences. When this option is selected, the student’s nickname will 
display in parentheses following the last name and first name if the student has a nickname 
defined (CUSTOM_200000002). If the student does not have a nickname defined, the student is 
listed as Last Name, First. 

 

 

 
Profiles 

 
Added a new profile permission “Edit Primary Residence” under Student Info for administrator, 
teacher, parent, and student profiles. A migration will enable this permission by default for 
profiles that have permission to edit addresses. Users without this permission will not be able 
to select or deselect the Primary Residence toggle on any address; it will be grayed out. The 
user also cannot edit the address fields for the address marked as the Primary Residence. The 
user will be able to edit the mailing address and can edit the phone number on the primary 
residence. 
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Added a “View” permission for the Add a Student screen in the menu permissions. Users with 
only the View permission can access the Add a Student screen and search for a student, but 
cannot enroll the student. Profiles that already had the Edit permission before the update will 
automatically have the View permission enabled. 
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Profile Permission Audit Trail 
 
Added Export and Print buttons, and removed the Print button at the bottom of the screen. 

 

 

 
Audit Trail 

 
Added Export, Print, and Filters buttons, and removed the Print button at the bottom of the 
screen. 
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Reports 
 
District Reports 

 

Added a “School Compliance Report” to Immunizations so the Immunization Compliance report 
can now be generated for the user’s selected school. This report is also filtered by a selected 
“Immunization Type?” pull-down. 

 

 

 

Scheduling 
 
Automatic Course Requests 

 
Updated so that course requests are run starting with the lowest number priority (e.g. 1) and 
then in ascending order. 

 
Student Requests 

 
Updated so that courses that have a graduation subject with a short name of “FL” are included 
when using the teachers approve course requests functionality. 

 

Students 
 
Student Info > Addresses & Contacts Tab 

 
Updated to display contact numbers on address and contact cards; this is the calculated priority 
assigned to the contact. Contacts are now sorted by contact number. 
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Added the Contact’s Priority field to contact cards and to the tool-tip when hovering over the 
contact on the address card. This displays the value set by the user in the Contact’s Priority field 
when adding or editing a contact, if defined. This allows users to see the Contact’s Priority set 
on the contact versus the calculated priority. 

 

 

 
Added the ability to define a Detail Priority on contact details, to sort the contact details by 
preferred contact method. The detail priority number will display next to the contact details on 
contact cards and in the tool-tip when hovering over a contact on an address card. 
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Updated the calculation for determining contact sort order as follows: 

• 1 - Contact’s Priority 
• 2 - Custody 
• 3 - Emergency 
• 4 - Primary Residence 
• 5 - Student Relation 
• 6 - Last Name 
• 7 - First Name 
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Updated so that the relationship is easier to read on contact cards. 
 
 

 

Added a “View User Info” link next to the user in the Linked Users section of the screen to 
quickly open the user’s record in a new tab. 
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Student Info > Immunizations Tab 
 
Updated Immunization Compliance to display red x’s and green check mark to indicate whether 
compliance of a vaccination has been met or not. 

 
 

 

 
 

Advanced Report 
 

Updated so that when using the Administration Date search option in More Search Options 
under Test History, the date range is respected when returning results. 
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Version 9.0 
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9.0 New Feature Release Notes 
 
Notable Changes  
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SIS 

General 
 
Protected  Student 

 
Added the “Protected Student” feature, which restricts access of the protected student’s school 
of enrollment, address and contact information. Marking a student as protected will also 
prohibit parents from registering as the selected student’s parent via the portal. 

Students > Student Fields: Added “Protected Student” to Student Fields; here users can 
determine where the check box is placed via a Category and which Profiles have View and 
Edit Access. 

 

 

 
Users > Profiles: Added a Profile permission entitled, “View Protected Students;” when 
enabled, selected Profiles will be able to view detailed student information of the protected 
students just as they always have. Profiles who do not have this permission will not be able 
to view select student data. 
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Students > Student Info: To flag a student as protected, from the Students menu, click 
Student Info. Select the student. Click the applicable tab, such as General Demographics, 
then select the “Protected Student” check box. 

 

 

 
Once flagged as a Protected Student, a warning message displays on the Student Info 
screen: “DO NOT RELEASE STUDENT INFO.” The warning message displays for all users, 
students, and parents. 

If users do not have the three listed permissions, the Address & Contacts tab will not 
display: “View Protected Students,” “Edit Student Addresses,” and “Edit Student 
Contacts.” 

If “Search All Schools” is selected upon conducting a student search, the search results 
will display the protected students, but the students’ school(s) will be replaced with 
“HIDDEN” for all users. If users have permission to View Protected Students, they can 
click the students’ name to open Student Info; however, if users do not have this 
permission, the students’ names will not include a link. Note: Users must also have 
rights to the students’ school(s). 

 

 

 
Upon utilizing the swiftbox and left/right buttons in the upper right of the Student Info 
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header to navigate to other students, if a protected student is selected, a pop-up will 
display an error message and the user will remain on the current student. 

 
 

 

 
Students > Advanced Report: Address, contact, and school fields will all be HIDDEN; all other 
fields will be visible as normal for protected students unless the user has the appropriate 
Profile permissions: “View Protected Students,” “Edit Student Addresses,” and “Edit Student 
Contacts.” 

Students > Print Letters & Send Email: Users who have “View Protected Students” will not see 
any changes. 

Users who do not have “View Protected Students” permission but have permission to 
“Edit Student Addresses” and “Edit Student Contacts” will not see any changes. 

Users who do not have “View Protected Students” and do not have “Edit Student 
Addresses” or “Edit Student Contacts” will not be able to select the student in order to 
print their information. 

Students > Print Student Information: Users who have “View Protected Students” will not see 
any changes. 

Users who do not have “View Protected Students” permission but have permission to 
“Edit Student Addresses” and “Edit Student Contacts” will not see any changes. 

Users who do not have “View Protected Students” and do not have “Edit Student 
Addresses” or “Edit Student Contacts” will see not be able to see Address & Contact 
information when printing but can print other data. 

Student > Print Avery Labels: Users who have “View Protected Students” permission will not 
see any changes. 

Users who do not have “View Protected Students” permission but do have permission 
to “Edit Student Addresses” and “Edit Student Contacts” will not see any changes. 

Users who do not have “View Protected Students” and do not have “Edit Student 
Addresses” or “Edit Student Contacts” will see not be able to select the student in order 
to print their information. 
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Attendance > Attendance Chart: Users who do not have “View Protected Students” 
permission will see student data; however, the protected students' names will not be 
clickable links. The “DO NOT RELEASE STUDENT INFO” warning will display for all users. 

 

 

 
Attendance > Print Absence Summary: Users who do not have “View Protected Students” 
permission will not be able to select protected students for printing. 

Parent Registration / Parent Portal: Added protected student support to Parent Portal 
Registration (/auth). If a parent tries to register by adding a protected student, an error 
message will appear and the parent will not be allowed to complete registration. 

If the district allows students or parents to edit addresses and contacts with the 
Requires Authentication feature, then they will not be able to see protected students' 
Address and Contacts information (the tab does not appear on the left in Student Info). 

Parents will see the “DO NOT RELEASE STUDENT INFO” warning displayed on the same 
screens as admins and teachers. 
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Student Portal: Students will see the “DO NOT RELEASE STUDENT INFO” warning displayed on 
the same screens as admins and teachers. 

Teacher Portal: Teachers will see the” DO NOT RELEASE STUDENT INFO” warning displayed 
on the same screens as admins. 

If running Advanced Reports, the school, contact, and address fields will display as 
“HIDDEN.” 

 
Hidden Student 

 
Added the “Hidden Student” feature, which allows users to completely hide a withdrawn 
student making the student inaccessible to users. 

Students > Student Fields: Added “Hidden Student” to Student Fields; here users can 
determine where the check box is placed via a Category and which Profiles have View and 
Edit Access. 

 

 

 
Users > Profiles: Added a Profile permission entitled, “View Hidden Students;” when enabled, 
selected Profiles will be able to view detailed student information of the hidden students just 
as they always have. Profiles who do not have this permission will not be able to view select 
student data. 
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Note: If a student is flagged as hidden, unless users have the profile permission to 
“View Hidden Students,” they will not see the student in student searches, reports, 
gradebook, attendance screens, etc. 

Students > Student Info: To flag a student as hidden, from the Students menu, click Student 
Info. Select the student. Click the applicable tab, such as General Demographics, then select 
the “Hidden Student” check box. 
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Discipline 
Added new classroom referrals functionality, which is enabled by a new System Preference in 
the General tab, “Enable Classroom Referrals.” The preference defaults to on. 

 

 

 
When the preference is enabled, the check box “Teacher Managed only - NO administrative 
action needed” is available on the referral for both teachers and administrators. When 
selected, the referral will not be sent to administrators in the Portal alert for processing. 
Teacher cannot mark a referral as a classroom referral after it has been processed by an 
administrator. An administrator can deselect the “Teacher Managed only” check box and 
process the referral if needed, and vice versa to make a regular referral a classroom referral 
as long as an action has not been added. 

 

 

 
The Student Documentation link on referrals now includes a list of the student’s classroom 
referrals for that school year. 

 

 

 
Enabling the preference also adds the tab “Teacher Codes” to Referral Codes & Actions for 
defining the teacher codes for use in classroom referrals. A code can be marked as 
“Automatically Escalate,” which will remove the “Teacher Managed only - NO administrative 
action needed” selection on the referral when that code is selected by the teacher, and the 
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referral will be sent to administrators for processing. There is also an option to “Escalate 
after X Referrals,” which will also remove the “Teacher Managed only - NO administrative 
action needed” selection on the referral and send the referral to administrators for 
processing after the student receives the defined number of referrals with that teacher code 
used. 

 

 

 
Classroom referrals do not count against the student in Students with Referrals. The 
Category Breakdown, Referral Log, and Referrals screens have options to include classroom 
referrals in the report. In Students > Advanced Report, a “Classroom” field has been added to 
the available fields in the Discipline Referrals category. When added to a report, it will 
indicate if the referral is a classroom referral. 

 

 

 
The classroom referrals feature can also be used by teachers to save a draft of a referral 
form that will eventually be sent to administrators for processing. If the teacher selects 
“Teacher Managed only - NO administrative action needed” on the referral and submits the 
referral, the referral is saved and is still editable by the teacher later. The teacher can then 
deselect “Teacher Managed only” and submit the referral to administrators when ready. 
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Grades 
 
Calculate GPA 

 
Updated the Calculate GPA module so users have the ability to run the GPA calculation for 
multiple schools and multiple marking periods. 

 

 

 
Added the option to “Base class rank on” the “Cohort GPA.” When this is used, the 
students are sorted based on GPAs and the same cohort year. Note: This is only visible 
if the option is turned on in the file with a custom GPA. 
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Gradebook 
 
Added a “Publish” date field to the Add an Assignment pop-up window in the Gradebook. The 
Publish date determines when the assignment is visible to parents and students in the Parent/ 
Student Portal. Previously, this was dictated by the Assigned date, where parents/students 
could not see the assignment until the assigned date had passed. Now the assignment will not 
be visible to parents/students until the Publish date has passed. With this update, existing 
assignments will have the Publish date populated with the Assigned date. 

 

 

 
Grading Scales & Comments 

 
Removed “Show Gradebook Assignments & Grades in Parent/Student Portal” from System 
Preferences in order for users to customize individual grading scales with the option to “Show 
Running Average in Gradebook.” For example, if a school contained students from K-8, they 
may not want to display Elementary students’ grades on the student/parent portal; in which 
case, users could create a grading scale for middle school students’ for whom grades should be 
displayed and select the “Show Running Average in Gradebook” in order to achieve this. 
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Graduation Requirements Report 
 
Update the Graduation Requirements Reports so the check box, “Student,” “Student ID,” 
“Grade,” and “Cohort” year columns are fixed; therefore, the user can now scroll through all 
other columns and still see the student’s name, ID, and grade level. Note: Cohort is a newly 
added column. 
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Removed the legacy Graduation Requirements Report, and all related profile permissions. 

Added the following columns to the Graduation Requirements Report: 

Cohort, Online Course Requirement Met, Course History Unweighted GPA, Course History 
Weighted GPA, Custom GPA (one column for each specified), Total Credits, Scholar 
Designation (Florida only), Merit Designation (Florida only), Biliteracy Seal Silver (Florida 
only), and Biliteracy Seal Gold (Florida only). 

 
Teacher Completion 

 
Added “Standard Grades” report to the Teacher Completion Report; therefore, administrators 
can now review missing and entered standard grades as well as post grades for teacher, as 
needed. 
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Scheduling 
 
Courses & Sections 

 

Added an Active check box to the section fields in Courses & Sections. The check box defaults to 
selected for new and existing sections. Deselecting the check box will prevent students from 
being enrolled in the section, without having to delete the section. Only sections that do not 
have students currently enrolled can be marked as inactive. Inactive sections will not display on 
the Teacher Schedules Report. Attempting to add an inactive section to a student’s schedule in 
Student Schedule and Mass Add Course will display an error message. 

 

 

 
An Active column has been added to the Master Schedule Report to indicate whether a 
section is active or inactive. Sections can be marked inactive on the Master Schedule 
Report if there are no students currently enrolled in the section. 
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On the Create Packages screen, inactive sections will not display in the Children Sections 
pull-down. If an inactive section is already a part of a package, it will not be removed from 
the package. Districts will need to review their packages. In the Teacher Portal, inactive 
sections will display at the bottom of the teacher’s section pull-down. 

 
 

Master Schedules Report 
 

Added a new screen from which the master schedule and student schedules can be restored 
from system backups or manually created backups during the scheduling process. System 
backups are created automatically based on the Scheduled Job “Master Schedule Snapshots.” 
This is set to run every hour but can be modified as needed. Manual backups are created by 
clicking Create Snapshot on the Master Schedule Snapshots screen. Hourly system backups are 
saved for 24 hours. Daily system backups are saved for 2 weeks. Manual backups are saved for 
6 months. For each snapshot, the creator, date/time, percent scheduled, and number of 
sections is recorded. A description can be entered. When running the backup, master schedules 
and/or student schedules can be restored. 
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New profile permissions control who can view and edit the screen, who can restore, and 
who can restore after the first day of school. 

 

 

 
Teacher Schedules Report 

 
Updated the Teacher Schedules Report to include the following: 

The report options at the top of the screen are now swiftboxes. The Show and Rotation 
Days pull-downs are select multiple while the Filter by Subject pull-down is select one. 
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Added a Print button next to the Export button. The printout has been updated to fit more 
columns and has improved readability. When printing, there are additional print options  
to include the header and footer, include background graphics, and to scale the printout. 

Added grid lines to define the room numbers, course/section numbers, terms, and totals. 

The Teacher column is now frozen in place when scrolling to the right. 
 

 

 
“Teacher” has been removed from Customize Columns, so the Teacher column can no 
longer be removed. 

Select “Highlight on Double Scheduled” in the Show pull-down at the top of the screen to 
display sections in red when there is more than one section scheduled into the same 
period and teacher. 

 

 

 
The “Show” options selected by the user are now remembered and pre-loaded when the 
user returns to the Teacher Schedules Report screen. 
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Setup 
 
 

Address Catalog 
 
Added a new page, which allows users to type in their address and get a list of their zoned 
schools based on the Address Catalog. The page is accessed by appending /find-my-school to 
the end of the district’s Focus URL. 

Results will list the current school year based on the “Default school year” set in System 
Preferences (Setup > System Preferences > Default School Preferences > General). 

Results list the start date for the school year, based on the latest start date found for full 
year marking periods (school_years) for that syear. 

Resulting matches include a link for each school, "View on Map;" when clicked, the link will 
open Google Maps in a new tab with directions to that school from the address entered 
on the find-my-school page. 

 
 

 

 
 

Students 
 
Add a Student 

 
Enhanced the query that searches for matching students based on criteria entered in the Add a 
Student fields. The query will now search Student records for SSN; First Name, Last Name; Last 
Name, Birthdate; and Local ID (custom_53). 

 

Other Changes 

SIS 
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General 
Updated the arrows used to go forward or back to another student in the search results to blue 
arrows on the following screens in Focus: 

Users > Teacher Programs > (all pages) 

Scheduling > Student Schedule 

Scheduling > Student Requests 

Grades > Final Grades, GPA & Class Rank 

Grades > Progression Plans 

Grades > Gradebook Grades 

Assessment > Test History 

Assessment > View Standard Grades 

Attendance > Absence Summary 

Attendance > Attendance Chart 

Discipline > Referrals 

Billing > Fees & Payments 

Eligibility > Student Screen 
 

 

 
Added Filters functionality to Attendance > Administration and Students > Letter Queue. 
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Attendance 
 
Absence Summary 

 
Added the school name, “School Year,” and date and time “Generated” to the print out of the 
Absence Summary. In order to generate the Absence Summary with said information, click Print 
in the footer of the screen. This additional information will not display if using “Print Absence 
Summary.” 

 
 

 

 
 

Attendance Setup 
 
Updated so the “Color” set for each attendance code (Codes tab > Attendance tab) displays on 
the following screens: Attendance Chart, Absence Summary, Print Absence Summary, and Take 
Attendance (Teacher Profile). 
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Attendance Verification 
 
Added a Sub Rosters option to the Attendance Verification screen for teachers, which has the 
same functionality as the administrator option “One page per day per class (with empty Absent 
/ Present / Tardy columns)” in Verification Sheets/Sub Rosters. The Sub Roster option will print 
all days within the selected date range that are current/future dates but not past dates. The 
default date range is now month to date on the Attendance Verification screen and Verification 
Sheets/Sub Rosters screen. 
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Perfect/Excessive Attendance 

 
Added the Perfect/Excessive Attendance report for use by teachers. It is the same report as is 
available to administrators, but is limited to the students enrolled in the teacher’s sections and  
it does not include the Show Teacher pull-down. The View menu permission has been added for 
the screen in Users > Profiles for teacher profiles. 
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Take Attendance 
 
Updated the display of various functions on the Take Attendance screen, such as the Refresh 
button, the Save button, and students’ photos. Upon hovering the new photo icon, only 
students with photos will be displayed; photos will also appear next to the icon and be of a 
standard height. 

 

 

 
Verification Sheets/Sub Rosters 

 
Added a “Generated” date and time stamp to the printout. 

 

 

 
 

Discipline 
 
Add Referral 

 
Increased the height of the Discipline Incident pop-up window that displays when submitting a 
referral with a SESIR code for better visibility. 
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Category Breakdown 
 
Updated so that referrals without a specified reporter will display under “No Reporter” on the 
graph/chart when Reporter is selected as the report criteria. Previously, referrals with no 
reporter specified did not display on the report. 
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Discipline Incidents 
 
Added Customize Columns and Filter features to the Discipline Incidents screen, as on other 
datatables in Focus. 

 

 

 
Positive Behaviors 

 
Improved program speed when loading, adding, spending, and deleting badges. 

Added the ability to add a comment when awarding a badge to a student or spending a badge. 
After awarding or spending the badge, a pop-up window displays where the comment is added. 
The comment displays in a tooltip when hovering the mouse over the badge in the Student 
Portal. 

 

 

 
Added the ability to customize the page size. 
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Added the ability to mass spend badges for the list of students by clicking the $ in the column 
header. 

 

 

 
Updated the logic for deleting and spending badges: 

Deleting a badge will delete the most recently given unspent badge. 

Spending a badge will spend the oldest unspent badge. 

When an administrator deletes or spends a badge, the system will prefer to delete or 
spend a badge given by an administrator. If there are none, the system will delete or 
spend a badge given by a teacher. When a teacher deletes or spends a badge, the system 
will always delete or spend a badge associated with the course period selected at the top- 
right of the screen. 
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Referrals 
Added Toggle Columns button to customize the columns that display on the referrals list. 

 

 

 
Added filters to all columns on the referrals list when the Filters button is turned on. 

 

 

 
Updated so that the text in a long text field in the referrals list displays in a tooltip when 
hovering the mouse over the field. 

 

 

 
Added the option to “Include Inactive” students. Unless selected, the Referrals screen only 
displays referrals for selected active students. 

Fixed the “All Years” selection to include all submitted referrals for selected students. 

Updated Referrals permissions so referrals cannot be edited by users without the following edit 
permissions (Users > Profiles > Discipline): 
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“Edit” Referrals 

“Edit Referrals From Other Schools” 

If the user wants to edit an inactive student’s referral, the user must have the above 
permissions as well as permission to Edit Inactive Students (Students section). 

 

 

 
Added referral_id replacement for student computed field queries; i.e. users are now able to 
specify referral_id when “Print a Form/Letter” is selected. Note: The student field must be set up 
first as a computed table with references and {referral_id} as the value variable. 

 

Grades 
 
Average Pass/Fail Grades 

 

Updated so that the student IDs on the report are now links that open the student’s Final 
Grades, GPA, & Class Rank screen. Students who have already been processed are now 
unchecked by default when loading the screen. 
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Final Grades, GPA, & Class Rank 
 
Updated the swift boxes to show the entire contents of the pull-down options. 

 
Gradebook  Configuration 

 
Added a new option “Default Assignment Points.” When defined, the value will populate the 
Points field when adding a new Gradebook assignment by default. 

 

 

 
Gradebook Reports 

 
Added a new Gradebook report called “Deleted Assignments.” The report lists the deleted 
assignments in the current Gradebook, with an option to restore the assignment. Deleted 
assignments are now stored in the database table gradebook_deleted_assignments. 

 
Progression Plan (Setup) 

 
Added an option to the Push pull-down: “Default Courses to Planned Requests,” so now districts 
can push out multiple plans to multiple students in multiple schools. 
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Report Cards 
 
Updated so when “Grade from Concurrent Schools” is selected, report cards display absences/ 
tardies from concurrent schools. 

 

 

 
Added the Marking Periods option: “Use data from most recent term if there is no grade in the 
term selected” to Report Cards. 

If selected, the report card will populate with data (comments/conducts) from the most 
recent marking period for which data is present; that is if the student does not have a 
grade for the marking period selected. Note: Report cards will still only print the grades for 
the marking periods selected. 
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For example, if it is the end of the semester and Q1, Q2, and S1 and selected to print, but 
not all of the students’ classes post semester grades, the classes that only contain Q1 and 
Q2 grades will post comments and conducts from Q2. All other classes that contain a S1 
grade will post comments and conducts as normal. Note: If “Use data from most recent 
term if there is no grade in the term selected” is not selected, the Q2 class will not post 
any comments because data is being pulled from S1 only. 

 

 

 
Added EXIF metadata to Report Cards and Custom Report Cards PDFs, which now include the 
“Title:” Grade Reporting, “Author:” District Name, “Keywords:” Grades, and “Subject:” Grades. 
Upon downloading the PDF file to the computer, users can right click and select Properties for 
Document Properties. 

 

 

 
Transcripts 

 
Added Student ID or Local ID to additional pages (2+) of the header. 

 

Reports 
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District Reports 
 
Added a District Report entitled “Immunization Rule Changes Report,” which explains the 
ruleset changes between school years. 

 

 

 
Added a District Report entitled “Immunization Rule Report,” which explains the rulesets for an 
immunization including the steps that the compliance software takes to validate an 
immunization. 
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Added a “Pull-down Query” to the Edit Variables “Type” pull-down, which allows users to use a 
query to generate the select options for a pull-down upon running a district report. 

 

 

 
Added the ability to add a link to a specific instance of a Form Builder form on a district report 
using the instance ID. The following is used in the query: 

/Modules.php?modname=form-builder/requests/instance-viewer/[instance_id]/[editable] 

where [instance_id] is the formbuilder_instances.id of the form to view and [editable] is "1" 
when the form should be editable. The view and edit permission for the specific form in 
Users > Profiles determines who can view and edit the form from the link. 
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Also added a new permission in Users > Profiles for each form called “View all history direct 
links.” This allows users to view and edit requests made by anyone if they have a direct link to 
the form. 

 

 

 
Added the ability to use select multiple pull-downs in District Reports. 
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Scheduling 
The Inclusion functionality is now enabled by default for all states. This can be disabled in 
config.inc.php. The Inclusion functionality affects the following screens: 

Scheduling > Courses & Sections > Inclusion tab 

Scheduling > Student Schedule > “Show Inclusion Fields” check box 

Scheduling > Master Schedule Report > Inclusion tab 

Scheduling > Mass Add Course > (ability to mass add inclusion sections to students using 
“Inclusion” check box) 

Scheduling > Teacher Schedules Report > Inclusion sections will appear 

Scheduling > Print Student Schedules > “Include Inclusion” check box 

Scheduling > Print Class Lists > “Include Inclusion Classes” check box 

Scheduling > Student Requests >”'Inclusion” column in table 

Scheduling > Mass Requests > (ability to mass add requests for inclusion courses to 
students with “Inclusion” check box) 

 
Automatic Course Requests 

 
Updated the Automatic Course Requests screen so that the last tab you visited is remembered 
and automatically displayed when returning to the screen. 

 
Courses & Sections 

 
Updated the Marking Period pull-down on sections to display the marking period title (Quarter 
1, Semester 1, etc.) instead of the marking period short name (Q1, S1, etc.), as defined in Setup 
> Marking Periods. 

 

 

 
Updated so that sections that have student data attached (schedules, attendance, or grades) 
cannot be deleted, whether active or inactive. If attempting to delete a section that has student 
data, the message “This section contains student data and cannot be deleted” is displayed and 
the section will not delete. 
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Master Schedule Report 
 
Updated so that filters are available on all columns in the Inclusion Sections tab of the report 
when the Filters button is enabled. 

 
Print Class Lists 

 
Updated the Periods and Teachers pull-downs to allow the selection of multiple options. 

 

 

 
Added an Inclusion Student field in the Schedule category in the Available Fields list. This will 
display a check mark if the student is an inclusion student. 
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Requests Reports 
 
Added a Credits column to the Print Requests report that calculates credits using the same logic 
as the Student Requests screen. Also added Total Credits above the list of requests. Courses 
now sort in ascending order based on Course Number. 

 

 

 

Schedule Report 
 
Added a new column “Inclusion Student” when viewing the “List Students in this Section” tab of 
the report. The column contains a check mark if the student is an inclusion student. 
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Student Requests 
 
Updated so that when using a barcode scanner to add course requests to Student Requests, 
the row is automatically submitted and saved after scanning the course instead of having to 
press Enter after scanning each course. In the blank row at the top of the screen, click the 
Course pull-down to begin, and then scan each course one by one. 

 

Students 
 
Add a Student 

 
Updated the Add a Student screen so the cursor is automatically focused on the First Name 
field; therefore, upon navigating to the Add a Student screen, user can automatically begin 
typing the student’s first name. 
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Add a Student/Student Info 
 
Updated Addresses & Contacts in Add a Student and Student Info. In the New Address/Edit 
Address pop-up window, the tooltip “Only one primary residence can be marked per student” 
displays when hovering over the Primary Residence option. 

 

 

 
In the New Contact pop-up window, the relationship defaults to None instead of Other. 
The contact details header now reads “Phone & Contact Details: Enter phone number(s) 
and other details for this contact. Multiple entries can be saved by clicking the ENTER key 
on your computer.” The column headers in the contact details section were renamed from 
“Title” to “Contact Type (i.e. cell phone, home phone, workplace)” and “Value” to “Phone 
Number / Value.” If the system preference “If address block is shown then require student 
to add a contact” is enabled for the online application, then in Student Info, the Custody 
option will default to on for the first contact saved, and off for any subsequent contacts. 
The New Contact pop-up will default the contact to residing at the primary address versus 
no address. This is also the case in Add a Student, but regardless of the system preference 
setting. 
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Student Info 
 

Updated the Phone Number/Value field so that it automatically formats upon leaving the field 
(Student Info > Addresses & Contacts). 

 

 

 
 

 
Added four new options to the Rolling/Retention Options in the Enrollment record: “Do Not 
Enroll - WD Out of District,” “Do Not Enroll - WD Out of State,” “Do Not Enroll - WD to Home 
Ed,” and “Do Not Enroll - WD to Private Sch.” These options all function the same as “Do Not 
Enroll.”
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Student Groups 
 
Added a “Schools” column to the Student Groups screen. 

If the “Schools” pull-down is left null upon creating a student group, the group will be 
available for the assigned users or profiles regardless of the school selected from the 
School pull-down located in the header (top right of the screen). 

If one or more schools is selected from the “Schools” pull-down, the group will only be 
available for the assigned users/profiles when they are logged into one of the selected 
schools via the School pull-down located in the header (top right of the screen). 

Users who have View and Edit access to Student Groups will be able to select the schools 
to which they would like to assign the group. 

Users who have View only access to Student Groups will see the “Schools” column but will 
not be able to edit the Schools pull-down(s). The user will also only see the Student 
Groups that are linked to the selected School via the pull-down located in the header (top 
right of the screen). 

Users who have access to multiple schools, but not all schools, will only see those schools 
available in the “Schools” pull-down. 
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Student Search 
 
Added the ability to search for students by Texas unique ID (custom_400009369) singularly as 
well as in a string separated by spaces, commas, or both. Note: This changes applies to Texas 
clients only. 

Added an “Scheduled into an Inclusion Section Last Year” option to the Scheduling section of 
the More Search Options feature. When selected, the search will return results for students 
who were scheduled into an inclusion section in the previous school year. It will exclude 
students who have a drop date on the schedule record for the inclusion section. 
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Student Portal 
Updated the “Receive Personal Copy” check box to default to enabled. The check box is also  
now uneditable for students and cannot be changed by any users. If the student changes the 
“From” email address, a copy of the email will be sent to both the “From” email address  
specified and to the student’s email address (custom_200000012). Note: This does not affect the 
Parent Portal; therefore, the “Receive Personal Copy” check box can still be cleared as needed. 

 

 

 
Added the “Course Number” column to the student’s Class Schedule. 

Added additional security measures so when students try to access Inspect > Console the 
screen will continuously refresh and the Console will display as “Console Cleared.” Therefore, 
students cannot run javascript or make HTML changes. 

Updated the Class Requests screen to prevent students from entering a request for certain 
graduation subjects if an administrator or teacher already entered a request for that 
graduation subject. This affects the following graduation subject short names: 

Math - MA A1 GE 

Social Studies - SS AH WH EC AG 

Science - SC EQ PH CH 

English - EN 
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Users 
 
Add a User 

 
Enhanced the query that searches for matching users based on criteria entered in the Add a 
User fields. The query will now search User records for SSN; First Name, Last Name; Last Name, 
Birthdate; and Local ID (custom_53). 

 
Profiles 

 
Added new Menu permission for teacher profiles under Discipline > Referrals, “View Referrals 
from Other School.” When enabled, this allows teachers to view referrals from other schools for 
their students. 

Added new Menu permission for teacher profiles under Discipline > Referrals, “Print Letters.” 
When enabled, this allows teachers to print relevant letters when viewing discipline referrals. 
Previously, only administrators had this ability. 

 

 

 
Added new Menu permission for administrators under Discipline > Referrals, “Delete a 
Referral.” When enabled, this allows the profile to delete a referral by clicking the minus sign 
next to the referral in the referrals list or by clicking the “Delete this referral” button when 
viewing a referral. 
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Added a new Menu permission for administrators under Discipline > Add Referral, “View 
Administrator Fields.” This permission defaults to enabled when the profile has View and Edit 
permissions for Add Referral. When this permission is disabled, the Add Referral screen 
functions as it does for teachers, with the administrator fields removed. 
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Teacher Portal 
Added Portal Alerts for Standard Grades to be posted. The alerts will display on teacher portals 
in order to allow the teacher to post standard grades directly from the link within 20 days of the 
last day of the posting period. Note: The standard grades posting dates in Marking Periods will 
determine the dates the alerts are displayed, if identified via Setup > Marking Periods > 
Standard Grades Posting Begins and Standards Grade Posting Ends. Otherwise, the regular 
Grade Posting (Begins and Ends) dates will be used. Sections that are not marked as “Graded” 
will be excluded (Scheduling > Courses & Sections). 

 

 

 
 

 


