
 

SILSA Course Syllabus 
 

Course Name:   Pathfinder                
Teacher(s): Katie Lowdermilk & Scott Johnston  

Course Overview 

Pathfinder is a skills-based course designed to help students succeed in rigorous academic environments like SILSA and beyond. Students 
build academic habits, strengthen social-emotional skills, and practice strategies in organization, collaboration, communication, and 
self-reflection. The goal is to equip students with the tools and confidence needed for high school, college, and lifelong learning. 

Essential Questions to Spark Student Inquiry 

1.​ How do the habits we build now shape our future academic and personal success? 
2.​ How can we develop resilience and self-advocacy to meet challenges inside and outside the classroom? 
3.​ How do collaboration and community contribute to growth? 

Assessment 

Formative  
What opportunities will students be given to show the development of their understandings and skills? What are the intermediate products 
and learning tasks that students will create and engage in?  

Daily Journals:  
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We will write at the beginning of every day. The goal is to build strong writing habits, reflect on your thoughts and learning, and improve on 
your ability to express yourselves clearly.  
 
In-Class Activities 
In Pathfinder, students participate in a variety of hands-on, collaborative activities designed to build academic skills, organization, and 
confidence. Activities may include group projects, unit playlists, discussions, and skill-building exercises that support success in reading, 
writing, and other core subjects. These activities are meant to help you practice important strategies, work effectively with others, and take 
an active role in your learning. 

Summative  
What final, culminating product(s) will students present to demonstrate achievement of learning outcomes?  

Unit Projects  
The students will have a variety of summative assessments at the end of each unit. The goal of these assessments will be to provide 
evidence of student mastery. The summative assessments will differ in its requirements and layout depending on the unit, but will always 
consist of a project.  

●​ Executive Functioning One-Pager 
●​ Peer Teaching Project 
●​ Successful People Project 
●​ Vision Board 
●​ Speech & Debate  
●​ E-Portfolio  

 
Planner/Organization Checks  
In Pathfinder, staying organized is key to success. Students will regularly use planner and organization checks to keep track of assignments, 
due dates, and materials. These checks help you develop good habits, plan your work, and make sure you are prepared for class each day. 
 
Community Impact Project 
For this assignment you are going to work individually on a community impact project that you are interested in. You are going to look into 
local community issues within either Asheville or SILSA and base your project around the issue you choose. Once you have completed the 
community service hours you are going to create a presentation and reflection essay based on the experience. The presentation is a more 
expanded version of your essay, but it includes images of you completing the community impact plan and allows for creativity. 

Grading 
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In alignment with Board of Education Policy 3400 Evaluation of Student Progress, describe the grading scale/weight and how the five 
principles of grading will be integrated (i.e. accurate; reflects proficiency of academic standards; supports a culture of revision; provides 
timely and actionable feedback; and distinguishes means of learning (habits of scholarship) from the ends (academic success). Clearly 
describe your policy around homework, retakes, and revisions. 

Grading Breakdown & Scale: 
●​ Summative (Projects/Portfolios) - 60% 
●​ Formative (Practice Work) - 20% 
●​ Community Impact Project (Final Exam) - 20% 

 
Late Work & Extensions:  

●​ Formative Work (Practice): Must be submitted within the unit. If it’s missing after the unit ends, it’s a “Not Yet,” but doesn’t heavily 
impact the grade. 

●​ Summative Work (Projects): Must be turned in by the due date to receive feedback and revision opportunities. If it’s late, students 
schedule a check-in and submit within a two-week window. 

●​ Work not submitted by the window = “Not Yet Attempted” (0), but can still be attempted before the end of quarter with teacher 
approval. 

 
 
 

Attendance 

Per Board of Education Procedure 3420-P:  Students who exceed the number of absences to earn course credit must attend attendance 
recovery within two weeks of their last absence.   
 
Per Board of Education Procedure 4400-P: To receive credit for a course, a student must not have more than five (5) unlawful class 
absences.  
 
When a student must miss school, a written excuse signed by a parent or guardian must be presented to the student’s teacher on the day 
the student returns after an absence.  Absences due to extended illnesses may also require a statement from a health care practitioner. 
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https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=asheville_city&s=987041
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=asheville_city&s=2039612
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=asheville_city&s=918541


Additional/Supplemental Information  

Materials 

●​ 3-Ring Binder 
●​ Divider 
●​ Pencil Pouch  
●​ Durable Folder for Each Class 
●​ Homework Folder 
●​ Extra Lined Paper 
●​ Pathfinder Only Notebook  
●​ CHARGED Laptop 

Classroom Community  

I encourage open dialogue and self-advocacy, emphasizing respectful 
communication.   
 
In this course, it is important to maintain a discourse that is both respectful and constructive. Any language or behavior that is 
inflammatory, hateful, or disrespectful will not be tolerated. This includes the use of violent, belligerent, or insulting remarks directed 
at peers.  
 
I will not engage in any form of teaching or assistance that promotes hate or violence towards others. Let us collectively strive to create 
a productive and inclusive learning environment where everyone feels empowered to participate and grow. 

AI Policy 

It is the student’s responsibility to ensure the accuracy and appropriateness of information used from AI tools. AI use is permitted for 
the following activities and assignments brainstorming only for the Collaborative Research and Final Exam. Do not use AI for any 
Harmonize Forum Post. Your work should be from your perspective: your ideas, your curiosities. AI is a tool. This tool can provide you 
with the bones of a writing assignment.  Never use AI content as a final draft.   
 
Acceptable AI Use 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EBkW1lrYUKXKYyfLuNvekrVbv_BJRRco/view?usp=sharing


A few points to consider when using AI: 
AI tools may be used only for brainstorming or idea generation on select assignments (Mid-Term & Final Exam). Do not use AI for 
reading responses, forum posts, or final drafts. You are here to grow as a writer and thinker. AI cannot replicate your personal voice, 
lived experience, or the kind of reflective thinking that this course develops. Submitting AI-generated writing as your own is considered 
plagiarism and will result in assignment failure and possible disciplinary action. 
 

●​ Your brain is better, more imaginative than any computer.  
●​ I know it may feel like the class and/or the instructor is not worth your time. Or, maybe, you just don't have the time. You need 

extra help; you need this assignment off your plate.  And, AI is easy, does the work for you. And, by thinking this way you put 
yourself at risk for failure.  

●​ You are in college to build skills.  You want to learn. You want to develop curiosity.  These skills will help you earn the careers 
you want.  Why cheat yourself?  

●​ Instructors can plug your assignments into AI and it says, "Yes, I wrote this."  Just so you know. You are easily found out with the 
same tool you used to cheat.  

●​ And if you are determined to use AI to do all your work for you, you better get proficient in asking it what to do, because I don’t 
have to ask it if you cheated. I can immediately detect AI because the prompt is not answered and personal experience is  not 
incorporated.  AI does not know how to write thesis/purpose statements or prove them.  

●​ Do not devalue yourself. Don't. You are enough. You are amazing.  Don't let a computer think for you.  
 
If you choose to experiment with AI: 
 

●​ Use it following the Acceptable AI Use document 
●​ Use it for brainstorming, summarizing, or revising, but not for creating the writing 
●​ Always revise thoroughly to reflect your own ideas and voice 
●​ Never copy/paste without critical thought or citation 
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