SILSA Course Syllabus

Course Name: American History Honors
Teacher(s): Mr. Al-Shaer

Course Overview

American History is structured as a survey course for students at the high school level. The course is organized chronologically beginning in
1763 with the conclusion of the French and Indian War and continuing to the present day. Themes including expansion of rights and
freedoms, domestic and foreign conflicts and compromises, economic growth and retraction, territorial growth and conquest and multiple
causations for turning points are all woven throughout the course. Throughout the course, students will examine multiple viewpoints,
narratives and contexts to understand historical events and their impact on the growth of the American story.

- Note: this is an honors course. Please see the advanced learning indicators for expectations of what makes an Honors course.

Essential Questions to Spark Student Inquiry

1. This course will be broken down roughly into six units, with each unit arranged around the following question: What is the American
character? By the end of the course, students will be able to break down their conclusion of the American character, stemming from
the foundation provided for by Frederick Jackson Turner in the late 19th century, through past iterations of such and how it has
manifested into the present day. As the course goes on, students will be faced with the question, “Why is it important to have an
understanding of the American character?”



https://www.dpi.nc.gov/documents/advancedlearning/aig/honors-level-course-guide-updated-may-2025/download?attachment

Unit 1

1.) How did the 13 British North American colonies transform into the independent republic of the United States of America?
2.) To what extent were the principles of freedom and equality applied to various groups in the period of the new nation?
3.) How did America’s first two political parties shape the new nation’s earliest domestic and foreign policies?

Unit 2

1.) How did Manifest Destiny promote and restrict freedom and opportunities for various groups?

2.) How did reformers seek to expand democratic ideals to marginalized groups in the antebellum period and to what extent did they
succeed?

3.) To what extent did the factory system of the North and plantation system of the South unite or further divide the two sections of
the country?

4.) How did competing ideologies and compromise over the existence and expansion of slavery lead to the Civil War?

5.) What factors and turning points led to a Union victory in the Civil War?

Unit 3

1.) To what extent did various groups experience a new birth of freedom in the period of 1865 - 1914?

2.) How did America being reborn as an industrial and urban society impact various groups in the period of 1865 - 19147
3.) To what extent was politics of the Progressive Era a contradiction to or continuation of the politics of the Gilded Age?
4.) How was America’s overseas empire born in the period of 1865 - 19147

Unit 4
1.) What challenges led to and resulted from America’s involvement in WWI?
2.) How did modernity challenge fundamentalism and tradition in the 1920s?

3.) How did the Great Depression challenge Americans?

4.) How did the New Deal seek to address the challenges of the Great Depression?
5.) What challenges led to and resulted from America’s involvement in WWII?

nit




1.) How did shifts in American cultural norms that emerged after WWII shape modern American ldentity?

2.) How did modernity lead to social reform movements that challenged traditional roles of marginalized people in the US?
3.) How did modern administrations address issues of inequity and disenfranchisement?

4.) What challenges did Modern America face when balancing the atomic age and modern environmentalism?

5.) What challenges led to and resulted from the Cold War conflict between the United States and the USSR?

Unit 6

1.) How are American values and beliefs integrated into the contemporary American ldentity?

2.) What challenges and benefits come from globalization in the contemporary world?

3.) How has economic expansion and retraction shaped the American economy in contemporary America?
4.) How have contemporary American politics been shaped by identity?

5.) Has contemporary America become more inclusive of marginalized groups?

Formative
What opportunities will students be given to show the development of their understandings and skills? What are the intermediate products
and learning tasks that students will create and engage in?

- Formative assessments are meant to provide the instructor with a check on students’ mastery of specific learning standards and
targets. See the Grading Policy for specifics concerning the weight of formative assessments, how such will be graded, and what this
category will generally include.

Summative
What final, culminating product(s) will students present to demonstrate achievement of learning outcomes?

- Summative assessments will provide evidence of students’ mastery of specific learning standards and targets. These will be broken
down, generally, into essay exams and multiple-choice exams. This will also include the course final, which will consist of students’
development of a Virtual Museum Exhibit meant to represent what they believe is the American character in reference to Frederick




Jackson Turner. See the grading policy for specifics concerning weight of summative assessments, how such will be graded, and
what these categories will generally include.

Grading

In alignment with Board of Education Policy 3400 Evaluation of Student Progress, describe the grading scale/weight and how the five

principles of grading will be integrated (i.e. accurate; reflects proficiency of academic standards; supports a culture of revision; provides
timely and actionable feedback; and distinguishes means of learning (habits of scholarship) from the ends (academic success). Clearly
describe your policy around homework, retakes, and revisions.

This course will be broken down into five grading categories, each weighted according to its overall score. For example, if you maintain a
100% in each category while simultaneously never completing an assignment for the formative category, your grade for the class will be a
90%. In addition, the class final factors in separately as 20% of your final course grade. All grades and feedback will be reported through
Canvas, at the very least, biweekly, and finalized grades will be manually reported to Infinite Campus via scores reflected on Canvas.

Grade Conversion: Grades will be calculated on a standard 100-point scale. Each assignment category is weighted according to its
percentage of the overall grade. To determine your course grade, your average in each category will be multiplied by its weight, and those
values will be added together. The class final is calculated separately as 20% of the overall grade. For example, a student earning 90% in
Discussions, 100% in Presentations, 70% in Formative, 85% in Written Exams, and 95% in Multiple Choice Exams would have an average of
87.5% before the final exam. If that student scored 80% on the final, their final course grade would be 86%.

1.) Discussions (20%)

- Discussions center around inquiry. Questions will be framed in a way to emphasize critical thinking. Oftentimes, there will
not be one correct answer. They will be graded according to a rubric, available to students through the home page for our
course on Canvas. Students will have dedicated time in class towards completing their discussions, and written submissions
should be developed via proper classroom discussions. There will be two discussions a week: one due on Wednesday night,
and one due on Sunday night. Students should be expected to engage in respectful and fruitful discussion, and, in addition to
making at least one post per discussion, students should be expected to respond to two classmates as well, with an eye
towards continuing the discussion in some way.

2.) Presentations/Lecture (10%)

- Much of the important classroom information, in addition to lessons, will be delivered via lecture and classroom

presentation. These lectures will be supplemented through Quizziz, which will allow students the opportunity to engage in
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critical thinking questions during the presentation. In addition to class intros and reading logs, presentations will also cover
exit tickets, and they will be scored as either a 1 or a 0 on a daily basis according to the accuracy of responses recorded by
Quizziz. (Note: answers are recorded by Quizziz and will be maintained in perpetuity to provide a record of presentation
participation.) Students who do not earn credit for a daily presentation activity will have the opportunity to make up or
revise their participation by completing the presentation through Quizziz independently at a later date.

3.) Formative (10%)

- Formative assessments are meant to provide a check on the understanding of students’ progress according to learning
standards. These will consist of worksheets and Quizziz chapter practices, and they will be scored as eitheralora0
according to the accuracy of responses. These will be eligible for revision.

4.) Written Exams (30%)

- At the end of each Unit, there will be a written essay exam. These will provide evidence for students to present mastery of
learning objectives and goals. They will be graded according to the following rubric; they will be closed-book, and they are
eligible for re-takes. Essay exam re-takes must occur during Al-Shaer’s planning period, which is the 3rd period, in order to
make sure students have time to complete a re-take.

5.) Multiple Choice Exams (30%)

- At the end of each Unit, there will be a multiple-choice exam. These will provide evidence for students to present mastery of
learning objectives and goals. They will be closed-book, and they are eligible for re-takes. Multiple Choice exam re-takes
must occur during Al-Shaer’s planning period, which is the 3rd period, in order to make sure students have time to complete
a re-take.

6.) Class Final (20%

- See the following for a description of the class final - American Character (Virtual Museum Exhibit). (Note: it is likely that
some aspects of this assignment will be modified by the time it is formally presented to students in the final few weeks of
the course.)

Attendance

Per Board of Education Procedure 3420-P: Students who exceed the number of absences to earn course credit must attend attendance
recovery within two weeks of their last absence.

Per Board of Education Procedure 4400-P: To receive credit for a course, a student must not have more than five (5) unlawful class
absences.

When a student must miss school, a written excuse signed by a parent or guardian must be presented to the student’s teacher on the day
the student returns after an absence. Absences due to extended illnesses may also require a statement from a health care practitioner.
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Additional/Supplemental Information

1.) Class “Rules”

- Berespectful to people and property.
- Be prepared.
- Collaboratively develop norms to keep the classroom a productive and safe space for all.
- Failure to follow the class rules or AHS/SILSA student code of conduct and Community Agreement may result in a
warning, self-reflection, detention, conference, or referral depending on the action, etc.
2.) Cell Phones

- Per NC state law, cell phones are not allowed during instruction time. There will be a lockbox that students will be able
to place their phones into at the start of every class. The instructor’s phone will also be kept away during instructional
time. Failure to comply will result in a referral.

3.) Communication

- You can reach me either through Parentsquare or my email: gabriel.al-shaer@acsgmail.net.

- | will be sending out a weekly newsletter of what to expect from the upcoming week through ParentSquare. If you are
interested in what is going on in class, this will be your reference. If you’d like further information, please feel free to
reach out.

4.) Materials

- Students will need their Chromebooks and laptop chargers for each class. If they do not have these, then they will not
be able to access Quizziz, or Canvas for lecture, classroom work, and formative assessments.

5.) Textbook: The American Yawp
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https://www.americanyawp.com/index.html
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