SILSA Course Syllabus

Course Name: Economics and Personal Finance Honors
Teacher(s): Mr. Al-Shaer

Course Overview

This course has been legislated by N.C. Session Law 2019-82, House Bill 924. This course is designed to be both an overview of the
foundational concepts behind both micro and macroeconomics as well as a practical, hands on and relevant study of personal finance.
Intended for students in their final years in high school, this course is structured to allow students to explore the links between educational
opportunities post high school graduation and careers. Students will come away with an understanding of the costs and benefits of
post-secondary education as well as the need for financial planning. Concepts related to credit, debt, taxation, equity and wealth
acquisition will be explored. Students will learn about consumer protections as well as the influences of media in their consumer choices.
The final unit of the course is designed to be a snapshot of economics 101 - meaning students will come away understanding key economic
principles that drive their own choices as well as policies at the nation and international level.

- Note: this is an honors course. Please see the advanced learning indicators for expectations of what makes an Honors course.

Essential Questions to Spark Student Inquiry

This course will be broken down into roughly four units centered around providing students with an understanding of economic processes at
the macro level, and how such relate, in different contexts, to their potential experiences at the personal level. By the end of this course,
students should have developed enough of an understanding of both personal finance and economics concepts to be able to amalgamate
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their studies into a portfolio that should, ideally, set them up for success in their careers and personal finance journeys.

Unit 1
1.) How does scarcity drive economic cycles?
2.) What economic models exist and how do they connect to individuals and nations?
3.) How do governments build policy to direct economic activities?
4.) How do supply and demand impact the business cycle?
5.) How does a spending plan impact money management for individuals?

Unit 2
1.) How does government fiscal policy impact individual consumers?
2.) How is advertising and the media connected to consumer choices?

Unit 3
1.) How are post-secondary choices connected to income and wealth?
2.) What is the relationship between financial planning and the acquisition of wealth over time?

Unit 4
1.) What strategies can be utilized to plan for financial success over time?

Formative

What opportunities will students be given to show the development of their understandings and skills? What are the intermediate products
and learning tasks that students will create and engage in?

- Formative assessments are meant to provide the instructor with a check on students’ mastery of specific learning standards and
targets. See the Grading Policy for specifics concerning the weight of formative assessments, how such will be graded, and what this
category will generally include.




Summative
What final, culminating product(s) will students present to demonstrate achievement of learning outcomes?

- Summative assessments will provide evidence of students’ mastery of specific learning standards and targets. These will be broken
down, generally, into projects and multiple-choice exams. This will also include the course final, which will consist of students’
development of a Personal Finance Portfolio. See the grading policy for specifics concerning weight of summative assessments, how
such will be graded, and what these categories will generally include.

Grading

In alignment with Board of Education Policy 3400 Evaluation of Student Progress, describe the grading scale/weight and how the five
principles of grading will be integrated (i.e. accurate; reflects proficiency of academic standards; supports a culture of revision; provides
timely and actionable feedback; and distinguishes means of learning (habits of scholarship) from the ends (academic success). Clearly
describe your policy around homework, retakes, and revisions.

This course will be broken down into five grading categories, each weighted according to its overall score. For example, if you maintain a
100% in each category while simultaneously never completing an assignment for the formative category, your grade for the class will be a
90%. In addition, the class final factors in separately as 20% of your final course overall grade. All grades and feedback will be reported
through Canvas, at the very least, biweekly, and finalized grades will be manually reported to Infinite Campus via scores reflected on
Canvas.

Grade Conversion: Grades will be calculated on a standard 100-point scale. Each assignment category is weighted according to its
percentage of the overall grade. To determine your course grade, your average in each category will be multiplied by its weight, and those
values will be added together. The class final is calculated separately as 20% of the overall grade. For example, a student earning 90% in
Discussions, 100% in Presentations, 70% in Formative, 85% in Projects, and 95% in Multiple Choice Exams would have an average of 87.5%
before the final exam. If that student scored 80% on the final, their final course grade would be 86%.

1.) Discussions (20%)

- Discussions center around inquiry. Questions will be framed in a way to emphasize critical thinking. Oftentimes, there will
not be one correct answer. They will be graded according to a rubric, available to students through the home page for our
course on Canvas. Students will have dedicated time in class towards completing their discussions, and written submissions
should be developed via proper classroom discussions. There will be two discussions a week: one due on Wednesday night,
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and one due on Sunday night. Students should be expected to engage in respectful and fruitful discussion, and, in addition to
making at least one post per discussion, students should be expected to respond to two classmates as well, with an eye
towards continuing the discussion in some way.

2.) Presentations/Lecture (10%)

- Much of the important classroom information, in addition to lessons, will be delivered via lecture and classroom
presentation. These lectures will be supplemented through Quizziz, which will allow students the opportunity to engage in
critical thinking questions during the presentation. In addition to class intros and reading logs, presentations will also cover
exit tickets, and they will be scored as either a 1 or a 0 on a daily basis according to the accuracy of responses recorded by
Quizziz. (Note: answers are recorded by Quizziz and will be maintained in perpetuity to provide a record of presentation
participation.) Students who do not earn credit for a daily presentation activity will have the opportunity to make up or
revise their participation by completing the presentation through Quizziz independently at a later date.

3.) Formative (10%)

- Formative assessments are meant to provide a check on the understanding of students’ progress according to learning
standards. These will consist of worksheets and, in some cases, group activities, and they will be scored as eitheralora0
according to the accuracy of responses. These will be eligible for revision.

4.) Projects (30%)

- With the completion of each unit, students will conduct a project-based assignment meant to represent their mastery of the
specific learning standards and targets of that unit. These projects will be hands-on activities that will, in some way, have
students grappling with economics or personal finance concepts in a number of innovative ways. This category will be
eligible for revision, and students may continue to submit assignments, upon receiving feedback, until they have
demonstrated mastery of the associated learning targets. In addition, rubrics will be made specific to each project
assignment according to their various goals or needs.

5.) Multiple Choice Exams (30%)

- At the end of each Unit, there will be a multiple-choice exam. These will provide evidence for students to present mastery of
learning objectives and goals. They will be closed-book, and they are eligible for re-takes. Multiple Choice exam re-takes
must occur during Al-Shaer’s planning period, which is the 3rd period, in order to make sure students have time to complete
a re-take.

6.) Class Final (20%)

- The class final will consist of students creating a personal finance portfolio. (Note: it is likely that some aspects of this

assignment will be modified by the time it is formally presented to students in the final few weeks of the course.)

Attendance

Per Board of Education Procedure 3420-P: Students who exceed the number of absences to earn course credit must attend attendance
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recovery within two weeks of their last absence.

Per Board of Education Procedure 4400-P: To receive credit for a course, a student must not have more than five (5) unlawful class
absences.

When a student must miss school, a written excuse signed by a parent or guardian must be presented to the student’s teacher on the day
the student returns after an absence. Absences due to extended illnesses may also require a statement from a health care practitioner.

Additional/Supplemental Information

1.) Class “Rules”

- Berespectful to people and property.

- Be prepared.

- Collaboratively develop norms to keep the classroom a productive and safe space for all.

- Failure to follow the class rules or AHS/SILSA student code of conduct and Community Agreement may result in a
warning, self-reflection, detention, conference, or referral depending on the action, etc.

2.) Cell Phones

- Per NC state law, cell phones are not allowed during instruction time. There will be a lockbox that students will be able
to place their phones into at the start of every class. The instructor’s phone will also be kept away during instructional
time. Failure to comply will result in a referral.

3.) Communication

- You can reach me either through Parentsquare or my email: gabriel.al-shaer@acsgmail.net.

- I will be sending out a weekly newsletter of what to expect from the upcoming week through ParentSquare. If you are
interested in what is going on in class, this will be your reference. If you'd like further information, please feel free to
reach out.

4.) Materials
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Students will need their Chromebooks and laptop chargers for each class. If they do not have these, then they will not
be able to access Quizziz, or Canvas for lecture, classroom work, and formative assessments.
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