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Media Release

Translation Team Earns National Certifications

Charleston, SC (August 25, 2025) - Charleston County School District (CCSD) is setting a new
national standard for language access. Dr. Angela Rush, Executive Director of Multilingual
Services and Translation & Interpretation Services, recently confirmed that every Office of
Translation and Interpretation Services (OTIS) specialist has earned the nation’s first-ever
certification for interpreters and translators in education.

“This achievement isn’t just a milestone—it’s an invitation to celebrate the people who ensure
every family’s voice is heard and every student’s needs are met,” said Dr. Rush.

According to Dr. Rush, over the past four years, each of the specialists worked tirelessly and
demonstrated remarkable dedication to professional growth. She said their commitment and
hard work have not only elevated their own skills but have also helped pave the way for this

certification to become a reality.

‘I am incredibly proud of our team for earning national certification as interpreters and
translators in the field of education,” said Rush. “This accomplishment reflects their hard work
and dedication, and it ensures that CCSD families and educators can expect the highest
standard of quality in every interpretation and translation provided by our department. Our
specialists represent the district with excellence in all aspects of their work.”

Amanda Bontekoe, a Translation and Interpretation Specialist, said that obtaining national
certification as an interpreter and translator in the field of education is a representation of years
of study, testing, diligence, and above all, extensive practice gained while supporting our
multilingual families and all of CCSD.

“As some of the very first nationally certified interpreters and translators in this nation, we are
leaders in our field,” Bontekoe added. “We will continue to serve as an example as we provide
guality and accurate language support with purpose and pride."

This achievement truly puts CCSD and OTIS on the map and highlights the district's leadership
and excellence in supporting multilingual learners and their families. Please join us in
recognizing this historic moment for CCSD and the future of education for all students.

In 2020, the National Association of Educational Translators and Interpreters of Spoken
Languages (NAETISL) embarked on the process of creating a National Certification Test for
Spoken Language Interpreters in Education. The vision is that, just like Sign Language, Legal,
and Medical interpreters, individuals working in early childhood and K-12 settings will be able to
demonstrate that, at a given point in time, they met the national standards and requirements set
in collaboration with stakeholders and subject matter experts.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing equitable and quality
educational opportunities for all its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in South Carolina and represents a unique
blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 50,000
students in 88 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of CCSD through
neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and programs. Rich educational
opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative
and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; military; dual credit; and many more.
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