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What is Name That Book?​
Name That Book is an HISD competition sponsored by the Department of Library Services.  Two 
teams are formed made up of students in grades K-2 and 3-5.  Each team works together to read and 
study a list of 25 books.  At the district competition in March, teams are given quotes or clues and 
work together to name the book that the quote came from. If you love to read, have a good memory 
for detail, and can dedicate time to reading and rereading the books on the list, you may enjoy Name 
That Book! 

​
How do I try out for Name That Book?​
Begin by reading the 10 highlighted tryout books on the book list.  The list includes all 25 titles, 
but we will start by choosing 10 to use for the initial qualifying test.  We choose 6-10 students to join 
Name That Book.  I do not recommend buying books unless you really want them!  Both the 
Houston Public Libraries and the Bellaire Library usually have a Name That Book section, and you 
should be able to find most of the books there or as a digital e-book, though there may be a wait list. 
Some of the books also have read-aloud videos on Youtube. Once students have returned the tryout 
form, they will be allowed to check out one book at a time from the Lovett library, as often as needed 
to prepare for tryouts, as soon as they are in stock.   Listening is just as good, if not better, for some 
students! 

​
3-5 try-outs will likely take place on September 29 from 3:00-4:00.  At tryouts, I will read quotes 
aloud and students will record their answer on an answer sheet.   

​
What will the time commitment be?​
Students selected for the team will have one meeting each week on Mondays from 3:00-4:00 starting 
on October 6.  Please know that there will also be a significant amount of reading time at home.  
Students will be expected to read some books multiple times. 

​
Do you have more questions?  Please email Mrs. Warner at awarner@houstonisd.org. 

​
​
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​
                                                                    2025-2026 NTB 3-5 LIST​ ​ ​ ​                    
 

BOOKS USED FOR TRYOUTS IN FALL 2025  (These are the only books you need to read over the summer.) 

Erno Rubik and HIs Magical Cube Aradhya, Kerry 

Felix Powell, Boy Dog Entrada Kelly, Erin 

The Girl Who Figured It Out Dentler, Minda 

Ink Girls Nijkamp, Marieke 

Invisible Isabel Pla, Sally 

Isabel In Bloom Respicio, Mae 

Magnolia Wu Unfolds it All Miller, Chanel 

The Night Librarian Lincoln, Christopher 

Scare School Diaries: Welcome to Scare School Lerner, Jarrett 

Wagnificent: The Adventures of Thunder and Sage Deeney, Bethanie 

 

REMAINDER OF K-2 BOOK LIST FOR THE 2025-2026 SEASON (Do not have to read right now.) 

The Boxcar Children Warner, Gertrude 

Cress Watercress Maguire, Gregory 

Dona Quixote: Rise of the Knight Terciero, Rey 

Fake Chinese Sounds Tsong, Jing Jing 

Haiku, Ew! Brunelle, Lynn 

Hannah Sharpe Cartoon Detective Tashjian, Janet 

Legendarios: Wrath of the Rain God Valenti, Karla 

The Liar's Society Gerber, Alyson 

The Lumbering Giants of Windy Pines Netz, Mo 

Nimbus Eldredge, Jan 

Pedro's Yo-Yos Renas, Rob 

A Plate of Hope Frankel, Erin 

Stuntboy: In-Between Time Reynolds, Jason 

Tales from Cabin 23: The Boo Hag Flex Ireland, Justina 

Volcanoes Cross Beckerman, Nell 

 



 

3-5 Name That Book Tryout Registration 

 

When:  Monday, September 29, 3:00-4:00​
Where:  Lovett Library​
Who:  3rd - 5th grade students who wish to try out for Name That Book 

 

The 3-5 NTB qualifying test will cover the 10 books written in bold on the book list.  If you will be 
ready to take the test, please fill out the slip below and return it to Mrs. Warner no later than 
September 23.  For those who qualify for the team, practices will be every Monday from 3:00-4:00 
starting on October 6. This year’s competition will likely be in early March. 

Once this form is returned, your child may check out one NTB book at a time from the Lovett library, 
as soon as they are in stock. 

(You may keep this half for your information.) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Yes!  I will be ready to take the 3-5 Name That Book qualifying test on September 29.  I understand 
that if my child is a car rider, they will need to be picked up at 4:00 in the front office.  

​
Student Name _______________________________________________  

Homeroom Teacher ______________________________ Grade _______  

Parent Name _____________________  Parent email _________________________________ 

 

My child will:  _____ be picked up in the front lobby at 4:00          _____ go to extended day 

​
Return this slip to Mrs. Warner by Wednesday, September 23. No make-up tests will be given 
except due to illness. This is a student-only event.  The 6-10 highest scoring students will be invited 
to join the Name That Book team. Notifications of results will be sent home by Wednesday, October 1.           

If you have any questions, please email me at If you awarner@houstonisd.org.​
Anne Warner, Lovett Library 
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