
 

4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

ELAR Overarching TEKS (based on Lead4ward snapshot) 

Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts  
4.8 Literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes literary elements within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse literary texts.  
4.9 Genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
4.10 Author's purpose. 
4.8/4.9/4.10 comprehend the author’s purpose and meaning in increasingly complex texts and in multiple genres; analyze the relationships among literary elements and structures and how they contribute to 
the overall meaning 

Reading Process: Thinking Within the Text Comprehension: Thinking with the Text 

4.4(A) use appropriate fluency (rate, accuracy, and prosody) when reading grade‐ level text  
 
4.6(A) establish purpose for reading assigned and self‐selected texts  
 
4.3(B) use context within and beyond a sentence to determine the relevant meaning of unfamiliar words 
or multiple‐meaning words (R)  
 
4.6(B) generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding and 
gain information  
 
4.6(C) make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures (S)  
 
4.6(D) create mental images to deepen understanding  
 
4.6(I) monitor comprehension and make adjustments such as rereading, using background knowledge, 
asking questions, and annotating when understanding breaks down  

4.6(E) make connections to personal experiences, ideas in other texts, and society (R) 
 
 4.6(F) make inferences and use evidence to support understanding (R)  
 
4.6(G) evaluate details read to determine key ideas (R)  
 
4.6(H) synthesize information to create new understanding (R) 
 
 

Independent Reading 
 
 4.5 Self‐sustained reading. Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and thinking. The student reads grade‐appropriate texts 
independently. 4.5(A) self‐select text and read independently for a sustained period of time 

Writing 

Writing Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts  
 
4.11 Writing process. The student uses the writing process recursively to compose multiple texts that are 
legible and uses appropriate conventions. (4.11 breakdown at the end of this document) 
 
 4.12Genres. The student uses genre characteristics and craft to compose multiple texts that are 
meaningful. 

4.12(A) compose literary texts such as personal narratives and poetry using genre characteristics 
and craft  
 
4.12(B) compose informational texts, including brief compositions that convey information about a 
topic, using a clear central idea and genre characteristics and craft ® 
 
 4.12(C) compose argumentative texts, including opinion essays, using genre characteristics and 
craft (R)  
 
4.12(D) compose correspondence that requests information 



4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

Dates Genre Focus Novel Study or Focus Literature Reading Skills Focus Writing Focus 

Week 2 
Aug 
18-22 

Fiction and 
Non-Fiction-  
Picture Books 

Picture books- Fiction and Non-Fiction 
 
 
TEXAN ROOTS Introduction Lessons (integrated 
into Reading/Writing) 

Metacognitive TEKS with daily picture 
books  (Reading is Thinking: making 
connections, predicting, visualizing, 
making inferences, determining 
importance, synthesizing, monitoring 
understanding, fix-up strategies)  

Letter to Teacher  (week 1) 
4.12(B) compose informational texts, 
including brief compositions that 
convey information about a topic 
 
Autobiography Poems 
4.12(A) compose literary texts such as 
personal narratives and poetry using 
genre characteristics and craft 

 
 
Aug 25- 
Sept 12 

 

Intro. To Genres- 
Genre Overview/ 
Class chart to record 
titles throughout year 
(or printed book cover 
pics) 
 
Genre Study:  
Realistic 
Fiction 

 
 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing  
 

OR  
 

Frindle 

Story Elements 
 Story Elements

 
Integrated Skill Focus: 
 
Author’s Purpose (integrated with intro. to 
genre… writers write for varying purposes) 
 
Character Perspective/ Feelings 
(Peter/Fudge/Sheila or Mrs. Granger/Mrs. 
Deaver/Nick) 

 
Grandparents Day Cards 
 
Intro to RACES response- setting 
expectations for all writing across 
content areas 

 
 

3 full 
weeks 

*** 
AR STAR 
tests 
 
 
 

4.8 Literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes 
genre‐specific characteristics, structures, and purposes within and 
across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and 
diverse texts.  
 
4.9 Genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across 
increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse 
texts.  
 
 

Thinking about Meaning and Author’s Craft 
 
4.10(A) explain the author’s purpose and 
message within a text (R);4.8(A) infer basic 
themes supported by text evidence (S); 4.8(C) 
analyze plot elements, including the rising 
action, climax, falling action, and resolution 
(R);4.8(B) explain the interactions of the 
characters and the changes they undergo 
(R);4.8(D) explain the influence of the setting, 
including historical and cultural settings, on the 
plot (S);4.10(E) identify and understand the use 
of literary devices, including first‐ or 
third‐person point of view (S)  

4.7 Response skills: listening, speaking, 
reading, writing, and thinking using multiple 
texts. The student responds to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are read, 
heard, or viewed. 
4.7(A) describe personal connections to a variety 
of sources, including self‐ selected texts 4.7(B) write 
responses that demonstrate understanding 
of texts, including comparing and contrasting ideas 
across a variety of sources (R) 4.7(C) use text 
evidence to support an appropriate response (R) 
4.7(D) retell, paraphrase, or summarize texts in 
ways that maintain meaning and logical order (R) 
4.7(E) interact with sources in meaningful ways such 
as notetaking, annotating, freewriting, or 
illustrating 4.7(F) respond using newly acquired 
vocabulary as appropriate 4.7(G) discuss 
specific ideas in the text that are important to the 
meaning 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Mber36LmAX0Nbsr68gUoF8kwx1lNSvvk?usp=drive_link


4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

Dates Genre Focus Novel Study or Focus Literature Integrated Reading Skills Focus Writing Focus 

 
 
 
Sept 15-  
Oct. 17  

 
 
 
 
Genre Study:  
Fantasy 

Roald Dahl Unit: 
James and the Giant Peach  

    

OR 
 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
 

*throughout the year, we can include other 
RD books in book studies, read-alouds, 
buddy reading, guided reading groups 
 
(The Twits, Enormous Crocodile, George’s Marvelous 
Medicine, BFG (sets), The Witches (sets), Matilda (sets), 
The Giraffe the Pelly and Me, The Magic Finger, Esio 
Trot) 

Characters and the Changes they 
Undergo 
 
Character Perspective 
 
 
PLOT 
 
 
 
 
 

PUMPKIN character home 
project 
 

RACE responses 
 
Opinion Writing- 
Halloween candy 
http://www.thinkgrowgiggle.com/20
21/03/7-opinion-writing-mentor-te
xts-for.html 
 
https://the-teacher-next-door.com/5-re
asons-to-use-mentor-texts-with-big-k
ids/ 
 
Gratitude Journals 

 
 

5 weeks 

*** 
MAP  
Growth  
 
 
Oct. 8/9 
AR STAR 

4.8 Literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly 
complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
4.9 Genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly 
complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
 
 
 
 
 
4.8(C) analyze plot elements, including the rising action, climax, 
falling action, and resolution (R);4.8(B) explain the interactions of the 
characters and the changes they undergo 
 
 
 
 

4.10(B) explain how the use of text structure 
contributes to the author's purpose (S); 
4.10(C) analyze the author’s use of print 
and graphic features to achieve specific 
purposes (S); 4.10(D) describe how the 
author's use of imagery, literal and 
figurative language such as simile and 
metaphor, and sound devices such as 
alliteration and assonance achieves 
specific purposes (S); 4.10(F) discuss how 
the author's use of language contributes to 
voice (S); 4.10(G) identify and explain the 
use of anecdote (S) 
4.12(C) compose argumentative texts, 
including opinion essays, using genre 
characteristics and craft (R) 

4.7 Response skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts. The 
student responds to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are 
read, heard, or viewed. 
4.7(A) describe personal connections to a 
variety of sources, including self‐ selected 
texts 4.7(B) write responses that 
demonstrate understanding of texts, 
including comparing and contrasting ideas 
across a variety of sources (R) 4.7(C) use 
text evidence to support an appropriate 
response (R) 4.7(D) retell, paraphrase, or 
summarize texts in ways that maintain 
meaning and logical order (R) 4.7(E) 
interact with sources in meaningful ways such 
as notetaking, annotating, freewriting, 
or illustrating 4.7(F) respond using newly 
acquired vocabulary as appropriate 4.7(G) 
discuss specific ideas in the text that are 
imporant to the meaning 

http://www.thinkgrowgiggle.com/2021/03/7-opinion-writing-mentor-texts-for.html
http://www.thinkgrowgiggle.com/2021/03/7-opinion-writing-mentor-texts-for.html
http://www.thinkgrowgiggle.com/2021/03/7-opinion-writing-mentor-texts-for.html
https://the-teacher-next-door.com/5-reasons-to-use-mentor-texts-with-big-kids/
https://the-teacher-next-door.com/5-reasons-to-use-mentor-texts-with-big-kids/
https://the-teacher-next-door.com/5-reasons-to-use-mentor-texts-with-big-kids/


4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

Dates Genre Focus Novel Study or Focus Literature Integrated Reading Skills Focus Writing Focus 

 
Oct. 20- 
Nov. 7 
 

 
 
Genre Study: 
Traditional 
Tales-  
Trickster/ 
Fables/ 
Legends 
 

 Copy of …

Traditional tricksters- fox, wolf, spider 
(could start read aloud/shared reading of  
Fantastic Mr. Fox)... Anansi unit slideshow with 
story in Wonders   [accompanying NF Spiders 
story in Wonders] 
 
Spider and the Fly, Tortoise/Hare, Lion/Mouse 
(Dr. DeSoto), Country Mouse/City Mouse, 
Aesop  
 
Halloween-  
Legend of Sleepy Hollow (Disney/EPIC); 
EPIC monster Legends book- each group reads 
and reports 
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/53655 
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/69030 

Theme/Moral 
 
Characters (foolish/wise) 
 
Plot development/Sequencing 
 
Cause/Effect 

Write a fable with two 
opposing characters to 
teach a moral (assign a 
moral and have students 
develop a fable to teach it ) 
 
 

3 weeks 
 
 

 4.8 Literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly complex 
traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
 
4.9 Genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific characteristics, 
structures, and purposes within and across increasingly complex traditional, 
contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
 
4.9(A) demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well‐known children's 
literature such as folktales, fables, legends, myths, and tall tales 

4.10(A) explain the author’s purpose and 
message within a text (R);4.8(A) infer basic 
themes supported by text evidence (S); 4.8(C) 
analyze plot elements, including the rising 
action, climax, falling action, and resolution 
(R);4.8(B) explain the interactions of the 
characters and the changes they undergo 
 
4.10(B) explain how the use of text structure 
contributes to the author's purpose (S); 

4.7 Response skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and thinking 
using multiple texts. The student responds to 
an increasingly challenging variety of sources 
that are read, heard, or viewed. 
4.7(A) describe personal connections to a 
variety of sources, including self‐ selected 
texts 4.7(B) write responses that 
demonstrate understanding of texts, 
including comparing and contrasting ideas 
across a variety of sources (R) 4.7(C) use 
text evidence to support an appropriate 
response (R) 4.7(D) retell, paraphrase, or 
summarize texts in ways that maintain 
meaning and logical order (R) 4.7(E) 
interact with sources in meaningful ways such 
as notetaking, annotating, freewriting, 
or illustrating 4.7(F) respond using newly 
acquired vocabulary as appropriate 4.7(G) 
discuss specific ideas in the text that are 
important to the meaning 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1StHnRlU--hhj-kyFSpaaV-a7SWrhS3hdut5NlTTu8bo/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/53655
http://www.getepic.com/app/read/69030


4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

Dates Genre Focus Novel Study or Focus Literature Integrated Reading Skills Focus Writing Focus 

Nov. 10-21  
 
2 full 
weeks 

 
Genre Study:  
Drama with 
Traditional 
Tales-  
Folktales/Fairy 
Tales 
 

Wonders: Ranita, Frog Princess 
Comparison of original Frog Prince and twisted tale of 
Ranita (1 week) 
(may need to be one week of drama and one week of 
Ranita, using elements of drama) 
 
Comparisons of Little Red/Lon Po Po, 
Cinderella/Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters 
Or “Princess and the Pizza”- Wonders  (1 week) 
 
Legends covered in SS- Bluebonnet, Indian Paintbrush 

Elements of Drama/ Vocabulary 
 

Elements of Folktales/Fairy Tales 
 

Elements of Legends 
 

Fluency/expression of characters… reading 
a script  
 

compare/contrast across texts
 Copy of Comparing Themes & Topics…

Daily Gratitude Journals 
Complete by Thanksgiving- 
Print to send home 
 
 

Thanksgiving Break 

Dec. 1- 12 
 

2 full 
weeks 

Genre Study: 
Tall Tales 

Tall Tales:  
Paul Bunyan, Pecos Bill, John Henry (2 weeks) 
 

Elements of Tall Tales (hyperbole, historical 
time period, exaggerated main character, 
Man vs. Machine) 

Write a 1-2 page Script, using 
elements of drama 
*could invent a new Tall Tale 
character or make a twisted 
tale from a traditional 

 
Dec. 
15-18 
Holiday 
Week 
Extras 
(or catch 
up) 

4.8 Literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly complex 
traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
 
4.9 Genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific characteristics, 
structures, and purposes within and across increasingly complex traditional, 
contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
 
4.9(A) demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well‐known children's 
literature such as folktales, fables, legends, myths, and tall tales 
 
4.9(C) explain structure in drama such as character tags, acts, scenes, and stage 
irections (S) 

4.7(B) write responses that demonstrate 
understanding of texts, including 
comparing and contrasting ideas across a 
variety of sources (R)  
 
 

4.7 Response skills: listening, speaking, 
reading, writing, and thinking using multiple 
texts. The student responds to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are read, 
heard, or viewed. 
4.7(A) describe personal connections to a variety 
of sources, including self‐ selected texts 4.7(B) 
write responses that demonstrate understanding 
of texts, including comparing and contrasting 
ideas across a variety of sources (R) 4.7(C) use 
text evidence to support an appropriate 
response (R) 4.7(D) retell, paraphrase, or 
summarize texts in ways that maintain meaning 
and logical order (R) 4.7(E) interact with sources 
in meaningful ways such as notetaking, 
nnotating, freewriting, or illustrating 4.7(F) 
respond using newly acquired vocabulary as 
appropriate 4.7(G) discuss specific ideas in the 
text that are important to the meanin 

Winter Break 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1StHnRlU--hhj-kyFSpaaV-a7SWrhS3hdut5NlTTu8bo/edit?usp=sharing


4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

Dates Genre Focus Novel Study or Focus Literature Integrated Reading Skills Focus Writing Focus 

 
 
Jan. 5- 
Jan. 16 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Genre Study: 
Informational 
Text/ 
Biography 

 
Wonders- Abe’s Honest Words 
 
Texas book- Texas Revolution historical 
figures 
 
Read aloud Martin Luther King Bio- 
either from Who is series or other picture 
books (research intro.) 

Nonfiction text features (using 
Texas book and biographies), 
specifically timelines, maps, 
captions, primary source quotes 
 
Determining Importance/ Inference 
 
Point of View/Perspective  of author  
and reader 

New Year Autobiography 
and goals 
 
Send home Bio. book 
report Jan. 12- Due Jan. 
30 

2 weeks 

*** 
AR STAR 
testing 
 
MAP 
Growth 
Testing  

4.9(D) recognize 
characteristics and 
structures of 
informational text, 
including: (ii) 
features such as 
pronunciation 
guides and 
diagrams to 
support 
understanding (S) 

4.9(D) recognize characteristics and structures of informational text, including: (ii) features such 
as pronunciation guides and diagrams to support understanding (S); 4.10(A) explain the 
author’s purpose and message within a text (R); 4.9(D) (i) [recognize] the central idea with 
supporting evidence (R); 4.9(D) (iii) [recognize] organizational patterns such as compare and 
contrast (S);  
 
4.10(B) explain how the use of text structure contributes to the author's purpose (S); 4.10(C) 
analyze the author’s use of print and graphic features to achieve specific purposes (S); 
4.10(F) discuss how the author's use of language contributes to voice (S); 
4.10(G) identify and explain the use of anecdote (S) 
 
4.13 Use research skills to plan and present in written, oral, or multimodal formats 4.13(A) 
generate and clarify questions on a topic for formal and informal inquiry 4.13(B) develop and 
follow a research plan with adult assistance 4.13(C) identify and gather relevant information 
from a variety of sources 4.13(D) identify primary and secondary sources 4.13(E) demonstrate 
understanding of information gathered 4.13(F) recognize the difference between paraphrasing 
nd plagiarism when using source materials 4.13(G) develop a bibliography 4.13(H) use an 
appropriate mode of delivey, whether written, oral, or multimodal, to present results 
 
 
 

4.7 Response skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts. The 
student responds to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are 
read, heard, or viewed. 
4.7(A) describe personal connections to a 
variety of sources, including self‐ selected 
texts 4.7(B) write responses that 
demonstrate understanding of texts, 
including comparing and contrasting ideas 
across a variety of sources (R) 4.7(C) use 
text evidence to support an appropriate 
response (R) 4.7(D) retell, paraphrase, or 
summarize texts in ways that maintain 
meaning and logical order (R) 4.7(E) 
interact with sources in meaningful ways such 
as notetaking, annotating, freewriting, 
or illustrating 4.7(F) respond using newly 
acquired vocabulary as appropriate 4.7(G) 
discuss specific ideas in the text that are 
important to the meaning 
 
 
 
 
 



4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

Dates Genre Focus Novel Study or Focus Literature Integrated Reading Skills Focus Writing Focus 

 
 
Jan. 20- 
Feb 6 

 

 
 
Genre Study:  
Mythology 
 
Good intro. To 
Myths and 
Legends 
https://www.getepic
.com/app/read/571
9 

Native American Myths 
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/11643 

 
Pourquoi from around the world 
 
Greek Mythology 
 
(We will now have 6 weeks for free read 
aloud time… ideas- Lightning Thief, Fish 
in a Tree, Matilda) 
 
Resources: 
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/22312 
 

Purpose of Myths- Historical 
perspective/How the myth answers 
a question to the people who 
created the story (created a story to 
solve a mystery/question/problem) 
 
Story Structure 
 
 

Greek God partner 
posters 
 
Research 4.13 use research skills to plan 
and present in written, oral, or 
multimodal formats 

 
3 weeks 

4.8 Literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly 
complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
 
4.9 Genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly 
complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
 
4.9(A) demonstrate knowledge of distinguishing characteristics of well‐known 
children's literature such as folktales, fables, legends, myths, and tall tales 
 
4.9(C) explain structure in drama such as character tags, acts, scenes, and 
stage directions (S) 

4.10(A) explain the author’s purpose and 
message within a text (R);4.8(A) infer basic 
themes supported by text evidence (S); 
4.8(C) analyze plot elements, including the 
rising action, climax, falling action, and 
resolution (R);4.8(B) explain the 
interactions of the characters and the 
changes they undergo 
 
4.10(B) explain how the use of text structure 
contributes to the author's purpose (S); 
 

4.7 Response skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts. The 
student responds to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are 
read, heard, or viewed. 
4.7(A) describe personal connections to a 
variety of sources, including self‐ selected 
texts 4.7(B) write responses that 
demonstrate understanding of texts, 
including comparing and contrasting ideas 
across a variety of sources (R) 4.7(C) use 
text evidence to support an appropriate 
response (R) 4.7(D) retell, paraphrase, or 
summarize texts in ways that maintain 
meaning and logical order (R) 4.7(E) 
interact with sources in meaningful ways such 
as notetaking, annotating, freewriting, 
or illustrating 4.7(F) respond using newly 
acquired vocabulary as appropriate 4.7(G) 
discuss specific ideas in the text that are 
important to the meaning 

https://www.getepic.com/app/read/5719
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/5719
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/5719
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/11643
https://www.getepic.com/app/read/22312


4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

Dates Genre Focus Novel Study or Focus Literature Integrated Reading Skills Focus Writing Focus 

Feb. 9-  
Feb 27 

 
Genre Study: 
Poetry  

Various poetry collections- Shel Silverstein, 
Prelutsky, etc.. 
 
 
 
Roots: cour, cardio 

Elements of Poetry 
Analyzing Poetry/Poetry Comp. 
 
Figurative Language Unit (can replace 
language lessons for these 3 weeks) 
 (add in Valentine heart idioms) 

Valentine Cards/poems 
(twist on Roses are Red) 
 
Students will write 3 poems- 
rhyming, haiku, and free 
verse 

3 weeks 

  
Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using 
multiple texts  
 
4.8 Literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes literary elements 
within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, 
and diverse literary texts.  
 
4.9 Genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly 
complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse texts.  
 
4.10 Author's purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.9(B) explain figurative language such as 
simile, metaphor, and personification that 
the poet uses to create images (S) 
 
4.10(A) explain the author’s purpose and 
message within a text (R);4.8(A) infer basic 
themes supported by text evidence (S);  
 
4.8(D) explain the influence of the setting, 
including historical and cultural settings, on 
the plot (S); 
 
4.10(E) identify and understand the use of 
literary devices, including first‐ or 
third‐person point of view (S)  
 
4.10(D) describe how the author's use of 
imagery, literal and figurative language 
such as simile and metaphor, and sound devices 
such as alliteration and assonance achieves 
pecific purposes (S) 

4.7 Response skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts. The 
student responds to an increasingly 
challenging variety of sources that are 
read, heard, or viewed. 
4.7(A) describe personal connections to a 
variety of sources, including self‐ selected 
texts 4.7(B) write responses that 
demonstrate understanding of texts, 
including comparing and contrasting ideas 
across a variety of sources (R) 4.7(C) use 
text evidence to support an appropriate 
response (R) 4.7(D) retell, paraphrase, or 
summarize texts in ways that maintain 
meaning and logical order (R) 4.7(E) 
interact with sources in meaningful ways such 
as notetaking, annotating, freewriting, 
or illustrating 4.7(F) respond using newly 
acquired vocabulary as appropriate 4.7(G) 
discuss specific ideas in the text that are 
important to the meaning 



4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

Dates Genre Focus Novel Study or Focus Literature Integrated Reading Skills Focus Writing Focus 

March 2- 
March 13 

Genre Study: 
Historical 
Fiction? 
Realistic Fic? 
Memoir? 

A Long Walk to Water 
Water Walk on morning of March 13th  
Possibly Camp Starry Night?? Or after 
testing? When do we want to do JKR? 

Character Perspective 
 
Timeline (two merging timelines in the 
book) 

 

 2 weeks 

Spring Break 

March 23- 
April 3 

Genre Study:  
Argumentative 
Text 
Genre Review 

Argumentative Text unit 
 
STAAR Prep begins- Fast Focus Genre booklet 
Daily picture book read aloud to review skills 
(plot, summary, character changes, point of 
view, inference, theme); daily released 
reading/editing passages 
 
https://jenniferfindley.com/read-alouds-story
-elements-mentor-texts/ 

Arg. Text vocab.  
 
Review of all skills 

Write a composition  to 
support a claim 
 
https://the-teacher-next-door.c
om/5-reasons-to-use-mentor-
texts-with-big-kids/ 

2 weeks 

 4.9(E) recognize 
characteristics and 
structures of 
argumentative text 
 
 
 
 

4.10(B) explain how the use of text structure contributes 
to the author's purpose (S) 
4.10(C) analyze the author’s use of print and graphic 
features to achieve specific purposes (S) 
4.10(F) discuss how the author's use of language 
contributes to voice (S) 
4.10( identify and explain the use of anecdote (S) 

4.7(B) write responses that demonstrate 
understanding of texts, including comparing and 
contrasting ideas across a variety of sources (R) 4.7(C) 
use text evidence to support an appropriate response 
(R) 4.7(D) retell, paraphrase, or summarize texts in 
ways that maintain meaning and logical order (R) 
4.7(E) interact with sources in meaningful ways such 
as notetaking, annotating, freewriting, or illustrating 
that are important to the meaning 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.7(F) respond using newly acquired 
vocabulary as appropriate 4.7(G) 
discuss specific ideas in the text 
 
4.12(C) compose argumentative texts, 
including opinion essays, using genre 
characteristics and craft (R) 

https://the-teacher-next-door.com/5-reasons-to-use-mentor-texts-with-big-kids/
https://the-teacher-next-door.com/5-reasons-to-use-mentor-texts-with-big-kids/
https://the-teacher-next-door.com/5-reasons-to-use-mentor-texts-with-big-kids/


 

4th Grade Reading and Writing Year at a Glance- 2025-2026 

Dates Genre Focus Novel Study or Focus Literature Integrated Reading Skills Focus Writing Focus 

April 6- 
May 15 

Genre: 
Realistic Fiction  

(magical 
realism?) 

 

Holes  
 
https://www.tiktok.com/@leadingthe5th/vide
o/7507031648744017194 

Holes Unit: 
*Summary 
*Themes (friendship, justice) 
*Character interactions/changes 
*Plot  
*Setting (historical significance) 

Mother’s Day Poems 
 

ABCs of Texas books 
 

Famous Texans poster 6 weeks 

TESTING 
SEASON 

4.8 Literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes 
genre‐specific characteristics, structures, and purposes within and 
across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and 
diverse texts.  
 
4.9 Genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre‐specific 
characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across 
increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse 
texts.  

Thinking about Meaning and Author’s Craft 
 
4.10(A) explain the author’s purpose and 
message within a text (R);4.8(A) infer basic 
themes supported by text evidence (S); 4.8(C) 
analyze plot elements, including the rising 
action, climax, falling action, and resolution 
(R);4.8(B) explain the interactions of the 
characters and the changes they undergo 
(R);4.8(D) explain the influence of the setting, 
including historical and cultural settings, on the 
plot (S);4.10(E) identify and understand the use 
of literary devices, including first‐ or 
third‐person point of view (S) 4.10(B) explain 
how the use of text structure contributes to the 
author's purpose (S); 4.10(C) analyze the 
author’s use of print and graphic features to 
achieve specific purposes (S); 4.10(D) describe 
how the author's use of imagery, literal and 
figurative language such as simile and 
metaphor, and sound devices such as 
alliteration and assonance achieves specific 
urposes (S); 4.10(F) discuss how the author's use 
of language contributes to voice (S); 4.10(G) 
identify and explain the use of anecdote (S) 

Research  
4.13 Inquiry and research: listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts. The 
student engages in both short‐term 
and sustained recursive inquiry 
processes for a variety of purposes. 
Application Instructional Focus 4.13 use 
research skills to plan and present in 
written, oral, or multimodal formats 
4.13(A) generate and clarify questions 
on a topic for formal and informal 
inquiry 4.13(B) develop and follow a 
research plan with adult assistance 
4.13(C) identify and gather relevant 
information from a variety of sources 
4.13(D) identify primary and secondary 
sources 4.13(E) demonstrate 
understanding of information gathered 
4.13(F) recognize the difference 
between paraphrasing and 
plagiarismwhen using source materials 
4.13(G) develop a bibliography 4.13(H) 
use an appropriate mode of delivery, 
whether written, oral, or multimodal, to 
present results 



Research TEKS are covered in Animal Adaptation research and Famous Texas research 
 
Research and Inquiry TEKS 
Research (embedded skills throughout Reading and Writing) 4.13 Inquiry and research: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and 
thinking using multiple texts. The student engages in both short‐term and sustained recursive inquiry processes for a variety of 
purposes. Application Instructional Focus 4.13 use research skills to plan and present in written, oral, or multimodal formats 4.13(A) 
generate and clarify questions on a topic for formal and informal inquiry 4.13(B) develop and follow a research plan with adult 
assistance 4.13(C) identify and gather relevant information from a variety of sources 4.13(D) identify primary and secondary sources 
4.13(E) demonstrate understanding of information gathered 4.13(F) recognize the difference between paraphrasing and plagiarism 
when using source materials 4.13(G) develop a bibliography 4.13(H) use an appropriate mode of delivery, whether written, oral, or 
multimodal, to present results 
 
 
Text Structures can be integrated and taught with Texas history (I have a unit) 
 
Informational Text TEKS are also covered in Science and SS  
 
??Need idea for… 4.12D compose correspondence that requests information 
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