
Here are some suggestions for how to make the most of Open

House:

Encourage your child to introduce him/herself by name to the

teacher

Help your child connect with at least 1 peer in the same

homeroom class

Drop off your child's school supplies

Make note of the lunch/snack times for your child's class

Take a back-to-school picture with your child(ren) in the

cafeteria

Meet our nurse, Ms. Gallion

Pick up your placard number (for daily carpool/walkers)

Verify your child's assigned bus number

Find answers to your questions from LES Staff stationed in the main entry

Wander through the school and visit art, music, PE and media classrooms

Embrace the enthusiasm that surrounds "Back-To-School!"



Ms. Gallo (Assistant

Principal)

Ms. Gallion (Nurse) Ms. VanDevander

(Speech/Language)

Ms. Dutill (Grade 5) Ms. Settle (PE) Ms. Vanecko (Special Ed)

Monday, Aug. 18: Open House Grades K - 5

Last Names A-L 1:15 - 2:15

Last Names M - J 2:30 - 3:30

Wednesday, Aug. 20:

First Day of School Grades K - 5

Pre-Kindergarten Orientation 10:30 - 11:30 am (Adult attends with child)

Thursday, Aug. 21:

Pre-K Transportation Begins

Sept. 1: Labor Day: No School

Sept. 3: PTA "Chalk the Walk" Event and General Membership Meeting 5:30 pm

Sept 15 - 18: SMCPS Attendance Spirit Week

Sept 18: 2 Hour Early Dismissal

Sept 19: Professional Day for Staff: No School for Students

Sept 22: Fall Picture Day
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Please note: Lunch menus are subject to change based on food deliveries and

school closures that are out-of-our-control.

Did you know that MD defines who can/cannot board a school bus? The attached info. graphic has

details about the laws about school bus transportation that are intended to protect all students.
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In addition to receiving school emails and automated phone messages, you can get important

updates and reminders via text! In order to activate this service, you must "opt in". Follow the

directions below:

Parents and Guardians, you can take advantage of our Text Messaging Service!

To participate in this free service*:

1. Ensure your preferred mobile device is on file with your school(s); and

2. Text “Y” or “Yes” to our school’s short code number, 67587.

You can also opt out of these messages at any time by simply replying to one of our messages

with “Stop.”

Here Comes the Bus App

Available to parents of students riding SMCPS School Buses:

View the real-time location of your child’s bus

Access the app from your smartphone, tablet or computer

Receive push notifications or email alerts

Send your child to the bus stop at just the right time, every time

How to get started:

1. Download the Here Comes the Bus app* or visit

herecomesthebus.com

2. Click the Sign Up button

3. Enter school code (86563) and click “Next” followed by “Confirm”

4. Complete the “User Profile” box

5. Under “My Students,” click “Add.” Enter your child’s last name and student ID number

6. Once you confirm your information, you’re ready to begin using Here Comes the Bus!

Our school system is currently working with a consultant (Cannon Washington) on a

comprehensive review of our facility utilization and school boundaries for potential school

boundary changes (Redistricting) for the 2026 - 2027 school year.

A community engagement team is being created. If you are interested in representing LES on this

team, please contact Ms. Jameson. The committee charge is to: Participate in briefings from

SMCPS and the consultant on the proposed scope, timeline, and community engagement

opportunities. Ensure communication of the work, timeline, and community engagement

opportunities by sharing information on surveys and community engagement events through

school, community, and social media resources. Our LES representative will be asked to

participate in 2 Community Forums on September 25th and November 13th in the evening.

http://herecomesthebus.com/


School Supply Lists

Highlights about student accident insurance are below. Please refer to the attached letter (in

English and Spanish) for details. Also linked are a fact sheet and enrollment instructions.

SMCPS has arranged with Bob McCloskey Insurance to offer student accident insurance.

Continuous enrollment is available throughout the school year

This is accident insurance; it is not health or liability insurance.

The coverage provided by these plans is not intended to replace a primary health insurance

plan.
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Student Lunch Schedules 25-25

Your child's homeroom teacher will schedule time during each full day of school for students to

have a snack. Daily snacks are provided as part of the PreK program. All other students must

supply their own.

School Payments Made Easy

From the cafeteria to the classroom, pay anytime, anywhere from

your computer or smartphone.

Elementary Meal Prices: Breakfast $1.75 : Lunch $3.00

Check out My School Bucks for more info.

Meal Accounts and Free Meal Programs

The online application process to apply for free and reduced meals is OPEN for 25-26. Meal benefit

forms help with more than just food! Help your school get the necessary funding, reduced sports

fees, and more!

Begin the application process here.

Meal Benefit Forms Quick Start Guide
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https://www.myschoolapps.com/Home/DistrictRedirect/STMARYCOUNTY_MD?langid=1


All students within the LES school boundaries have access to bus transportation. Your child's

assigned pick-up/drop-off location is based on the 5-digit street address provided at registration.

The bus stop locator and assigned routes are expected to be available on August 1, 2025.

Bus Stop and School Locator

Arrival: 8:45 -9:00 am.

For safety reasons drivers must remain in the vehicle. Students will exit on the passenger side of

the car. There may be times when you need to exit the car to assist your child. Please plan to park

and escort your child to a staff member on the sidewalk when this occurs.

Departure: 3:40 - 3:55 pm.

Present your placard number (visible on the rearview mirror), and your child(ren) will be escorted in

groups to the carpool line. For safety reasons drivers must remain in the vehicle. Students will

enter on the passenger side of the car.

Walkers: 3:40 - 3:55 pm.

Present your placard number (carried in-hand) to the staff member positioned at the carpool loop

under the sidewalk awning by the mailbox. Your child(ren) will exit the building by the Kg

playground and walk along the sidewalk to greet you. There is no daily sign-out for walkers. You

must commit to parent pick-up and complete the form to receive a placard.

2025-26 PLACARD PICK UP REQUEST FORM

Informational: No Action Necessary

St. Mary’s County Public Schools (SMCPS) recognizes that access to and use of the Internet is an

appropriate tool for instruction. Precautions are taken to attempt to ensure that the Internet is a

safe learning environment for students. In accordance with the SMCPS Network Usage Standards,

https://www.smcps.org/offices/transportation/bus-stop-and-school-locator
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all use of the network and email communications must be in support of education, research and

professional usage that is consistent with the purposes of St. Mary's County Public Schools. In

accordance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA), SMCPS utilizes filtering software in

an attempt to block access to objectionable material. Students will be supervised while using the

Internet and will be instructed in the appropriate and safe use, selections, and evaluation of

information. Per COMAR, opting out of curriculum-based resources is not an option.

Please review the Acceptable Use Policy for more detailed information about student access to

Google Workspace tools and student responsibilities for use of digital resources. Unlike prompts

in previous years, families no longer need to sign an Acceptable Use Policy. Furthermore, at the

elementary level, students typically do not need to sign the Google permission form, as they are

not required to utilize services outside of the Google Workspace.
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Students are responsible for the care and upkeep of all of their SMCPS-assigned resources, both

print and technology. This newsletter and this document outline the policies and procedures in

addition to pricing for lost or damaged devices.

Jamie Jameson
Jamie is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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