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The Young Women's Leadership Academy (YWLA) at Booker T. Washington is a Midland ISD school of choice focusing
on college preparatory academics, leadership development through community service, and health and wellness. The
YWLA is a partnership between Midland ISD and Young Women's Preparatory Network. This unique partnership allows
students to engage in a rigorous academic program and participate in opportunities with a college-bound emphasis,
enrichment classes, and extended-year summer learning projects that enhance the college preparatory curriculum.
Science, mathematics, medicine, engineering, and technology (STEM) are particularly emphasized in this program. The
Young Women's Leadership Academy offers Pre-Advanced Placement courses to students beginning in sixth grade in
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. Advanced Placement (AP) classes make up a primary
part of the curriculum at the high school level. Students across Midland County and the surrounding area apply through
a competitive application process.

SCHOOL COMMUNITY

YWLA opened in 2019 for sixth and seventh grade, and in 2025, YWLA had its first graduating class with 20
AP scholars, 10 CollegeBoard National Program Scholars, one National Merit Finalist, and one student with a
perfect ACT score. YWLA is accredited by the Texas Education Agency, receiving an A rating for the 2024 school
year and multiple TEA designations. The school is a member of the College Board and the National Association
for College Admission Counseling. YWLA is ranked #8 in Texas for Closing the Gap in Middle School by
Children at Risk. YWLA enjoys a distinguished student body through its cultural and ethnic diversity;
approximately 45% of the students identify as Latina, 10% as African-American, 33% as Non-Latina White, 1%
as Native American/Pacific Islander, 9% as Asian, and 2% as Multiracial. Typically, 40% of our students identify
as first-generation college-bound and 36% will qualify for the Pell Grant. Total enrollment is 438 students;
high school enrollment is 166.

CO-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES

Students are encouraged to participate in an array of clubs and organizations including: Student
Government, Student Council, Choir, Orchestra, National Speech & Debate Association, National Junior Honor
Society, National Honor Society, Yearbook, Journalism, FIRST Robotics Team, Theatre Club, UIL Math and
Science, Destination Imagination, NASA Science Club, Interact, Book Club and Students in Philanthropy. In
addition, in 2024-2025 the following athletic competitions have been added: Swim, Volleyball, Cross Country,
Tennis, and Cheer
ACADEMIC PROGRAM & GRADUATION PLAN

Students take eight classes each semester which are 90 minutes in length and taught on a rotating block
schedule. All students are on the Distinguished Graduation Plan, which consists of 26+ credits. Students are
required to graduate with at least one Endorsement (STEM - Engineering, Robotics, Biomedical, Advanced
Math and Advanced Science, Arts & Humanities - Languages other than English, or Multidisciplinary Studies).
Many students earn multiple endorsements,

GRADE POINT AVERAGE CALCULATION & GRADING SCALE

The GPA is weighted to reflect Pre-Advanced Placement, Advanced Placement, Honors and Dual Credit
courses. All eligible core courses in grades 9-12 are issued semester grades on a 100-point scale. A 90-100 B 80-
89 C70-79 F Below 70 . For students in the graduating class of 2026, calculation of GPA includes semester
grades earned in all high school state credit courses regardless of the grade level in which the credit was
earned.
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