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All employees are asked to take a few minutes to review the attached information, which is intended to 
inform employees of governance requirements for the 2025–2026 school year. There are several links on 
the district’s public website, www.houstonisd.org, to the Houston Independent School District (HISD) 
policy manual, Policy Online. It is the responsibility of all employees to know the district’s governance 
including laws, board policies, and administrative regulations. 
 
What is Board Policy? 
Policy conveys the School Board's intent and describes the district's programs and practices. Simple, 
direct statements are invaluable to district staff in fulfilling board mandates and help ensure that policies 
are readily understood by all. Policies are usually approved by the board in two readings. 
 
What are Administrative Regulations and Exhibits? 
A process or procedure implementing district policy is commonly defined as an administrative regulation. 
These documents are termed "REGULATIONS" by the Texas Association of School Boards (TASB). Forms 
or supplemental information related to these regulations are "EXHIBITS." 
 
Organization of HISD’s governance documents 
Governance documents, comprised of LEGAL and LOCAL policies, administrative regulations, and 
exhibits, are organized according to the TASB codification system. The sections are devoted to the 
following areas of school governance: 
 

A - Basic District Foundations 
B - Local Governance 
C - Business and Support Services 
D - Personnel 
E - Instruction 
F - Students 
G - Community and Governmental Relations 

 
Accessing governance documents 
All governance documents (i.e., legal policies, local policies, administrative regulations, and exhibits) are 
incorporated into a single online manual called Policy Online. Searches can be performed by governance 
code or keyword. 
 
The following specific district governance should be reviewed annually by all employees as changes may 
occur throughout the year. Leaders of HISD are responsible for ensuring their employees have access to 
district policies that may affect them. Not every employee has access to a computer with an internet 
connection, so leaders are asked to share the documents with employees who lack electronic access 
because all employees are responsible for reviewing policies annually. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns related to governance, contact Policy Management via e-mail 
(PolicyManagement@houstonisd.org). Electronic copies of all referenced policies are available through 
the embedded links in this document. 
  

ANNUAL POLICY NOTIFICATION 2025–2026 
Policy Management 

 

http://www.houstonisd.org/
http://www.houstonisd.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=111699
http://www.houstonisd.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=111699
mailto:policymanagement@houstonisd.org
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CHANGES MAY OCCUR THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, SO DEPARTMENTS AND SCHOOLS SHOULD ROUTINELY REVIEW AND UPDATE GENERATED 
MATERIAL (FORMS, BROCHURES, MANUALS, AND ALL OTHER RELEVANT DOCUMENTATION) TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH DISTRICT GOVERNANCE. 

PENDING GOVERNANCE DOCUMENT REVISIONS MAY BE VIEWED ONLINE VIA THE RECENTLY UPDATED GOVERNANCE DOCUMENTS SECTION OF 
HTTPS://WWW.HOUSTONISD.ORG/PAGE/38486. 

REVISIONS ARE SHOWN AS TRACKED CHANGES. 

For All Employees 
The School Board has set forth a vision, goals, and constraints for the whole district. HISD’s Employee 
Conduct Policy, DH(LOCAL), carries serious consequences governing employee conduct. 

Note: If a “series” is indicated, please review all documents with the policy code identifier that begins 
with the two or three letters shown. This may include a legal policy, a local policy, one or more 
regulations, one or more exhibits, or a subset of these. 

Discrimination, harassment, and retaliation: To support a safe environment and common decency, all 
employees need to be versed in our discrimination, harassment, bullying, and retaliation governance. It is 
imperative that those who interact with students be aware of their responsibilities to respond immediately 
and appropriately to allegations. Relevant policies include: 

• DH series, FO series, and FNC legal policy—Policies, administrative regulations, and exhibits 
addressing standards of conduct for employees and students. 

• DIA series, FB series, and FFH series—Policies regarding discrimination, harassment, and retaliation, 
including the relevant exhibits containing the contact information for reporting such behavior, for 
employees and students. 

Bullying: A dedicated policy, FFI(LOCAL), addresses student bullying, including cyberbullying, and 
establishes procedures for reporting, investigating, and dealing with bullying of district students. 
Additionally, because this conduct may rise to the level of discrimination or harassment, if based on a 
protected characteristic, this policy should be reviewed annually, along with FFH(LOCAL) and 
FFH(EXHIBIT). DH(LOCAL), DIA(LOCAL), DIA3(REGULATION), and CQ5(REGULATION) are policies 
and regulations prohibiting bullying by employees. 

Child abuse and neglect: Education commissioner rules require all employees to be aware of how and to 
whom to report suspicion or knowledge of child abuse or neglect. Please review the state rules on reporting 
child abuse and neglect in 19 TAC 103.1401 to familiarize yourself with the procedures. The toll-free phone 
number of the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services is 1-800-252-5400. Policy information 
related to these concerns may be found at: 
 
• BQ(LEGAL)—Policy referring to the district plan for addressing sexual abuse and other maltreatment 

of children; 
• DH series—Policies, administrative regulations, and exhibits addressing employee standards of 

conduct; 
• FFG series—Policies, administrative regulation, and exhibit addressing child abuse and neglect, 

trafficking, and maltreatment of students; and 
• GRA series—Policies addressing child abuse investigations. 
 

Crisis Intervention: The district has a program that supports early mental health intervention and suicide 
prevention as outlined in the FFB series. 
 

Drug-free workplace: State and federal laws require all new employees to review district policies 
establishing a drug-free workplace. In HISD, these policies are found at DH(LOCAL) and DHE(LOCAL). 
 
Standards of Conduct and Conflict of Interest: Conflict of interest arises when there is incompatibility 
between professional duties and personal interests. The following governance defines conduct that 

https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/38486
https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/32489
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DH#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DH#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FO#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FNC#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DIA#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FB#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FFH#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FFI#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FFH#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FFH#exhibitTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DH#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DIA#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DIA3#regulationsTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=CQ5#regulationsTabContent
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/laws-and-rules/commissioner-rules-tac/coe-tac-currently-in-effect/ch103ee.pdf
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=BQ#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DH#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FFG#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=GRA#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FFB#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DH#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DHE#localTabContent
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constitutes a conflict of interest and specifies the sanctions for violations: the DH series; CAA series; CDC 
series; and DBD series for all employees. Please see DBD2(REGULATION) for annual disclosure process. 
 
Technology and Technology Resources: The district has an obligation to protect student and employee 
information. Access to the district’s technology resources including e-mail is a privilege and provided for 
academic and district business purposes. Altering software configurations and/or disabling security 
features are prohibited. Relevant policies include: 
 
• CQ series—Policies, Regulations, and Exhibits addressing technology for employees and students. 
• CY series—Policies, Regulations, and Exhibits addressing copyright restrictions for employees and 

students. 
 
Social Media: The communication and collaboration inherent in the use of social media can increase 
student engagement and expand the district’s instructional resources when used responsibly and safely. 
While the district believes there are significant educational advantages to using social media, a suite of 
policy changes has been approved to ensure the use of social media supported by the district is safe and 
adheres to federal and state laws as well as board policy. 
 
The following governance defines social media use: 
 
• Employee Standards of Conduct DH(LOCAL) 
• Technology Resources CQ(LOCAL) 
• Intellectual Property CY(LOCAL) 
 
Equal Educational Opportunity: Under Title II, HISD ensures communications with individuals with 
hearing, vision, speech, or other sensory impairments are as effective as communications with others. 
When an auxiliary aid or service is required to assist with communication, HISD will provide an opportunity 
for individuals with disabilities to request the auxiliary aids and services of their choice and must give 
primary consideration to the choice expressed by the individual. "Primary consideration" means that the 
district must honor the choice, unless it can demonstrate that another equally effective means of 
communication is available. FB1(REGULATION) addresses “effective communication” under Title II. 
 
Enforcement of Meal Policies: The U.S. Department of Agriculture regulates requirements regarding 
collecting payment for school meals; notifying families of low or negative balances; and enforcing other 
aspects of the meal charge policy. See the CO series regarding school meals. For more information, see 
the USDA’s memo, Unpaid Meal Charges: Guidance and Q&As. 

Information pertaining to student discipline: Education Code 37.018 requires that each teacher and 
administrator review Chapter 37, sections 37.001 through 37.023, dealing with student discipline, as well 
as all relevant local district policies. Therefore, in addition to the Chapter 37 sections, please review the 
FN series and FO series. We also recommend that teachers and administrators review the Student Code 
of Conduct as approved by the School Board and the Student Handbook. 
 
Note: Education Code 37.001 requires the Student Code of Conduct to be posted and prominently 

displayed at each school campus or to be made available for review in the campus principal's office. 
 

https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/38486
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DH#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=CAA#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=CDC#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DBD#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DBD2#regulationsTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=CQ#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=CY#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DH#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=CQ#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=CY#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FB1#regulationsTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=CO#legalTabContent
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/unpaid-meal-charges-guidance-qas
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/ED/htm/ED.37.htm
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FN#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FO#legalTabContent
https://www.houstonisd.org/codeofconduct
https://www.houstonisd.org/codeofconduct
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Information pertaining to field trips: All students shall be invited to participate in school-sponsored field 
trips and other enrichment activities. The district has adopted reasonable procedures for waiving a 
deposit or fee if a student or the student’s parent or guardian is unable to pay it. See FP(LOCAL). 

Note: FP(LEGAL) requires posting of the process for waiving fees in a central location in each school 
facility as well as the school and student handbooks. 

Employment Policies: Employees with education certification, including probationary, term, and 
continuing contracts, should review the district’s employment policies. Employment policies include 
(LEGAL) and (LOCAL) policies, regulations, and exhibits found within the district’s online policy manual. 
All employees should review the following policies. 
 
Policy Code Policy Title Policy Code Policy Title 

DAA Employment Objectives: Equal Employment 
Opportunity 

DFBA series Term Contracts: Suspension/Termination During Contract 

DAB Genetic Nondiscrimination and Criteria for 
Personnel Decisions 

DFD Termination of Employment: Hearings Before Hearing 
Examiner 

DBAA Employment Requirements and Restrictions: 
Pre-Employment Reviews 

DFE Termination of Employment: Resignation 

DBB Medical Examinations and Communicable 
Diseases 

DFF Termination of Employment: Reduction in Force 

DBD Employment Requirements and Restrictions: 
Conflict of Interest 

DFFA Reduction in Force: Financial Exigency 

DC series Employment Practices DFFB Reduction in Force: Program Change 

DCA Employment Practices: Probationary Contracts DG Employee Rights and Privileges 

DCB Employment Practices: Term Contracts DGBA Personnel-Management Relations: Employee 
Complaints/Grievances 

DCC Employment Practices: Continuing Contracts DH series Employee Standards of Conduct 

DEA series Compensation and Benefits: Compensation 
Plan 

DHB Employee Standards of Conduct: Reports to State Board 
for Educator Certification 

DEAA Compensation Plan: Incentives and Stipends DHE Employee Standards of Conduct: Searches and 
Alcohol/Drug Testing 

DEC series Compensation and Benefits: Leaves and 
Absences 

DI series Employee Welfare 

DECA series Leaves and Absences: Family and Medical 
Leave 

DIA Employee Welfare: Freedom from Discrimination, 
Harassment, and Retaliation 

DECB Leaves and Absences: Military Leave DK Assignment and Schedules 

DF series Termination of Employment DMA Professional Development: Required Staff Development 

DFAA Probationary Contracts: 
Suspension/Termination During Contract 

DN series Performance Appraisal 

DFAB Probationary Contracts: Termination at End of 
Year 

DNA Performance Appraisal: Evaluation of Teachers 

DFAC Probationary Contracts: Return to 
Probationary Status 

DNB Performance Appraisal: Evaluation of Campus 
Administrators 

 

Electronic copies of all referenced policies are available by clicking the links above. 

All employees are responsible for reviewing policies annually. 

https://www.houstonisd.org/Page/38486
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FP#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=FP#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DAA#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DFBA#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DAB#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DFD#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DBAA#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DFE#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DBB#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DFF#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DBD#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DFFA#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DC#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DFFB#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DCA#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DG#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DCB#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DGBA#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DCC#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DH#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DEA#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DHB#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DEAA#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DHE#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DEC#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DI#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DECA#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DIA#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DECB#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DK#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DF#legalTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DMA#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DFAA#localTabContent
https://pol.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DN#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DFAB#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DNA#localTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DFAC#legalTabContent
https://policyonline.tasb.org/PolicyOnline/PolicyDetails?key=592&code=DNB#localTabContent
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Chapter 103. Health and Safety 

Subchapter EE. Commissioner's Rules on Prevention, Awareness, and Reporting of Child 
Abuse or Neglect, Including Trafficking of a Child 

§103.1401. Reporting Child Abuse or Neglect, Including Trafficking of a Child. 

(a) The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, have the following meanings. 

(1) Child abuse or neglect--The definition of child abuse or neglect includes the trafficking of a child 
in accordance with Texas Education Code (TEC), §38.004. 

(2) Other maltreatment--This term has the meaning assigned by Human Resources Code, §42.002. 

(3) Trafficking of a child--This term has the meaning assigned by Texas Penal Code, §20A.02(a)(5), 
(6), (7), or (8). 

(b) The board of trustees of a school district or governing body of an open-enrollment charter school shall 
adopt and annually review policies for reporting child abuse and neglect. The policies shall follow the 
requirements outlined in Texas Family Code, Chapter 261. 

(1) The policies must require that every school employee, agent, or contractor who suspects a child's 
physical or mental health or welfare has been adversely affected by abuse or neglect submit a 
written or oral report to at least one of the following authorities within 48 hours or less, as 
determined by the board of trustees, after learning of facts giving rise to the suspicion: 

(A) a local or state law enforcement agency; 

(B) the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services, Child Protective Services 
Division; 

(C) a local office of Child Protective Services, where available; or 

(D) the state agency that operates, licenses, certifies, or registers the facility in which the 
alleged child abuse or neglect occurred. 

(2) The policies must require a report to the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services if 
the alleged abuse or neglect involves a person responsible for the care, custody, or welfare of the 
child and must notify school personnel of the following: 

(A) penalties under Texas Penal Code, §39.06; Texas Family Code, §261.109; and Chapter 
249 of this title (relating to Disciplinary Proceedings, Sanctions, and Contested Cases) for 
failure to submit a required report of child abuse or neglect; 

(B) applicable prohibitions against interference with an investigation of a report of child 
abuse or neglect, including the following: 

(i) Texas Family Code, §261.302 and §261.303, prohibiting school officials from 
denying an investigator's request to interview a student at school; and 

(ii) Texas Family Code, §261.302, prohibiting school officials from requiring the 
presence of a parent or school administrator during an interview by an 
investigator; 

(C) immunity provisions applicable to a person who reports child abuse or neglect or 
otherwise assists an investigation in good faith; 

(D) oral reports made to the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services are 
recorded; 

(E) confidentiality provisions relating to reports of suspected child abuse or neglect, 
including the following: 
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(i) the requirement for the individual making the report to provide his or her name 
and telephone number; 

(ii) the requirement for the individual making the report to provide his or her home 
address or, if the individual making the report is a school employee, agent, or 
contractor, provide his or her business address and profession; and 

(iii) the limited circumstances under which the identity of the individual making a 
report may be disclosed; 

(F) any disciplinary action that may result from noncompliance with the district's reporting 
policy; 

(G) the prohibition under TEC, §26.0091, against using or threatening to use the refusal to 
consent to administration of a psychotropic drug to a child or to any other psychiatric or 
psychological testing or treatment of a child as the sole basis for making a report of 
neglect, except as authorized by TEC, §26.0091; and 

(H) the Department of Family and Protective Services is not authorized to accept an 
anonymous report of abuse or neglect. 

(3) Each school district and open-enrollment charter school shall adopt and implement a policy 
addressing sexual abuse, trafficking, and other maltreatment of children. The policy must be 
included in any informational handbook provided to students and parents and must address the 
following: 

(A) methods for increasing staff, student, and parent awareness of issues regarding sexual 
abuse, trafficking, and other forms of maltreatment of children, including prevention 
techniques and knowledge of likely warning signs indicating that a child may be a victim; 

(B) actions a child who is a victim of sexual abuse, trafficking, or other maltreatment should 
take to obtain assistance and intervention; and 

(C) available counseling options for students affected by sexual abuse, trafficking, or other 
maltreatment. 

(4) The policies must be consistent with Texas Family Code, Chapter 261, and 40 TAC Chapter 700 
(relating to Child Protective Services) regarding investigations by the Texas Department of Family 
and Protective Services, including regulations governing investigation of abuse by school 
personnel and volunteers. 

(5) The policies may not require that school personnel report suspicions of child abuse or neglect to a 
school administrator prior to making a report to one of the agencies identified in paragraph (1) of 
this subsection. 

(6) The policies must include the current toll-free telephone number of the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services. 

(7) The policies must provide for cooperation with law enforcement child abuse investigations 
without the consent of the child's parent, if necessary, including investigations by the Texas 
Department of Family and Protective Services. 

(8) The policies must include child abuse anti-victimization programs in elementary and secondary 
schools consisting of age-appropriate, research-based prevention designed to promote self-
protection and prevent sexual abuse and trafficking. 

(c) The policies required by this section and adopted by the board of trustees shall be distributed to all school 
personnel at the beginning of each school year. The policies shall be addressed in staff development 
programs at regular intervals determined by the board of trustees. 

(d) Training concerning prevention techniques for, and recognition of, sexual abuse, trafficking, and all other 
maltreatment of children, including the sexual abuse, trafficking, and other maltreatment of children with 
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significant cognitive disabilities, must be provided as a part of new employee orientation to all new school 
district and open-enrollment charter school employees as required by TEC, §38.0041. 

(1) The training must include: 

(A) factors indicating a child is at risk for sexual abuse, trafficking, or other maltreatment; 

(B) warning signs indicating a child may be a victim of sexual abuse, trafficking, or other 
maltreatment; 

(C) internal procedures for seeking assistance for a child who is at risk for sexual abuse, 
trafficking, or other maltreatment, including referral to a school counselor, a social 
worker, or another mental health professional; 

(D) techniques for reducing a child's risk for sexual abuse, trafficking, or other maltreatment; 
and 

(E) information on community organizations that have relevant research-based programs that 
are able to provide training or other education for school district or open-enrollment 
charter school staff, students, and parents. 

(2) Each school district and open-enrollment charter school must maintain records that include the 
name of each staff member who participated in training. 

(3) To the extent that resources are not yet available from the Texas Education Agency or 
commissioner of education, school district and open-enrollment charter schools shall implement 
the policies and trainings with existing or publicly available resources. The school district or open-
enrollment charter school may also work in conjunction with a community organization to provide 
the training at no cost to the district or charter school. 

(e) Using a format and language that is clear, simple, and understandable to students, each public school and 
open-enrollment charter school shall post, in English and in Spanish: 

(1) the current toll-free Texas Department of Family and Protective Services Abuse Hotline telephone 
number; 

(2) instructions to call 911 for emergencies; and 

(3) directions for accessing the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services website 
(www.txabusehotline.org) for more information on reporting abuse, neglect, and exploitation. 

(f) School districts and open-enrollment charter schools shall post the information specified in subsection (e) 
of this section at each school campus in at least one high-traffic, highly and clearly visible public area that 
is readily accessible to and widely used by students. The information must be on a poster (11x17 inches or 
larger) in large print and placed at eye-level to the student for easy viewing. Additionally, the current toll-
free Texas Department of Family and Protective Services Abuse Hotline telephone number should be in 
bold print. 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §103.1401 issued under the Texas Education Code, §§37.086, as 
amended by SB 2069, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023; 38.004; 38.0041; and 38.0042; Texas Family 
Code, §261.001; and Texas Penal Code, §20A.02(a)(5)-(8). 

Source: The provisions of this §103.1401 adopted to be effective December 11, 2024, 49 TexReg 9974. 

 

§103.1403. Required Signage Pertaining to Criminal Offenses of Human Trafficking. 

(a) When used in this section, the term "school" means a public primary or secondary school. 

(b) Each public school shall post warning signs in a conspicuous place reasonably likely to be viewed by all 
school employees and visitors. 

(c) Each warning sign must: 
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(1) describe the offense of trafficking in persons as provided under Texas Penal Code, §20A.02(a). 
The sign must emphasize that an offense under Texas Penal Code, §20A.02, is a felony of the first 
degree punishable by imprisonment in the Texas Department of Criminal Justice for life or for a 
term of not more than 99 years or less than 25 years if it is shown on the trial of the offense that 
the actor committed the offense in a location that was: 

(A) on the premises of or within 1,000 feet of the premises of: 

(i) a school; 

(ii) a juvenile detention facility; 

(iii) a post-adjudication secure correctional facility; 

(iv) a shelter or facility operating as a residential treatment center that serves 
runaway youth, foster children, people who are homeless, or persons subjected 
to human trafficking, domestic violence, or sexual assault; 

(v) a community center offering youth services and programs; 

(vi) a child-care facility, as defined by Human Resources Code, §42.002; or 

(vii) an institution of higher education or private or independent institution of higher 
education, as defined by Texas Education Code, §61.003; or 

(B) on premises or within 1,000 feet of premises where: 

(i) an official school function was taking place; or 

(ii) an event sponsored or sanctioned by the University Interscholastic League was 
taking place; 

(2) be written in English and Spanish; 

(3) be at least 8.5 by 11 inches in size; and 

(4) be properly maintained to ensure readability and protection from the elements for outdoor signs. 

 

Statutory Authority: The provisions of this §103.1403 issued under the Texas Education Code, §§37.086, as 
amended by SB 2069, 88th Texas Legislature, Regular Session, 2023; 38.004; 38.0041; and 38.0042; Texas Family 
Code, §261.001; and Texas Penal Code, §20A.02(a)(5)-(8). 

Source: The provisions of this §103.1403 adopted to be effective December 11, 2024, 49 TexReg 9974. 
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