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Appreciation and Community-Building

Thanks fo funding from the MEF, a special
Kindergarten Tea was held this spring to honor and
appreciate all District Kindergarten staff. The event
offered a warm, welcoming space for educators to
connect, share conversation, and celebrate their
work. Additionally, the Administrative Retreat in June
JDWKHUHG
fopics, including curriculum planning.

Pet Therapy Program
Launches with Heart
and Purpose
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launched with a ribbon-cutting ceremony
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FMS Inspires Growth
and Kindness..

In the fall, the Falcon Mighty Strong (We Are FMS!)

DW ORUULVWRZQ +LJK 6FKRRO LQ WKHUHR&RAHEH in the 6th Grade Academy, offering

Spearheaded by senior Emily Bongo, whose
leadership earned her the prestigious Girl Scout
Gold Award, the program made a meaningful
impact throughout the school year. Teddy, a gentle
and playful 6-year-old goldendoodle owned by

TJ teacher Megan Lucignani, has visited students
across the District to spread comfort, care, and
compassion. Whether reading, walking, or simply

sharing lunch with Teddy, students have experienced

students a supportive after-school space to explore
identity, self-acceptance, and leadership. Open

to all students by counselor referral, the club
empowers students to embrace who they are and
become agents of positive change. In the picture
below, students promoted kindness throughout the
academy, including posting positive messages on
student lockers.
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mental health of students and staff with his most
important message, “You can do GREAT things!”

Strengthening Wellness and Connections

Laughing Together brought all District teachers
tfogether for a unique workshop to explore how
comedy can be a helpful fool in education. Led by
improv instructors and licensed therapists, educators
learned exercises found in a comedy class to
encourage connection, strong team-building, bold
decision-making, and peer-to-peer communication.
These tfechniques help promote resilience, non-
verbal communication and mental well-being.

The program is part of the annual “Salute to
Teachers” initiative, which was established by the
Rhines family, donors, and the MEF to honor longtime
educator and board member Ann Rhines.

Frankie Joins FMS

Meet Frankie the Falcon, the newest member of the
FMS family, soaring in as the school’s spirited mascot
tfo cheer on students and celebrate school pride!

Celebrating Unity
Through Art

At Hillcrest School, art became a powerful symbol of
collaboration and creativity through The Circle
Project: Every Piece Matters. Led by art teacher Ms.
Cassandra Brown over several weeks, students each
designed a quarter of a circle to confribute to a
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individuality and tfeamwork, with Ms. Brown guiding
students to consider how their art connected with
others. The completed mural is a joyful, colorful
reminder that when every voice is included,
something truly beautiful can be created.

MEF 2024-25
GRANTS

$124,225 in grants for Morris School District students
and staff ZHUH DSSURYHG GXULQJ WKH
school year.

3D Printing for Integrated STEM - Two 3D printers
and beginning supplies for the Morristown High
School Integrated STEM course.

Advanced Mirrorless Camera Photography -
Advanced mirrorless camera setups for fast action
sports/event photography in the Morristown High
School Photography program.

Chemistry Equipment - Support for cutting-edge
materials to enhance chemistry education at
Morristown High School.

Colibri Book Care System - A specialized machine
that custom-cuts and laminates durable covers to
extend the life of each book, preserving the diverse
collections of our heavily used elementary libraries.

Cultural Arts Annual Funding - A grant for each
of the 10 Morris School District schools to support
cultural arts programming.

Fifth-Grade Author Visit — An author talk, visit, and
signed books from New York Times bestselling
author John Patrick Green (the InvestiGATORS
series) for all 5th-grade students.

“Finding Your Strength in Parenting” — A workshop
to help parents of elementary-aged students in all
seven of our K-5 schools understand how to build
and strengthen their relationships with their children.

Geriatric Sensory Impairment Kit - Featuring
simulators for hearing loss, arthritis, and tfremors,
these kits help Morristown High School students
explore the effects of aging on individuals, families,
and the healthcare system.

Lenses for Morristown High School Broadcasting -
Three new lenses for DSLR cameras to allow for
expanded student creativity.

Mayo Performing Arts Center Residency - A school-
wide theatre residency at Normandy Park School.

MEF Student Club Adyvisor — Support for a
Morristown High School staff advisor.

Mu Alpha Theta - Custom tablecloth for use at
Morristown High School math club events.

Music and Theatre Department Technology -
State-of-the-art computers for use in the Morristown
High School Music and Theatre programs.

Navigating the Digital Age: Empowering Teens for
Healthy Online Lives — A student workshop with
Lauren Muriello, LPC, for Frelinghuysen Middle
School 7th and 8th graders to discuss being a teen
in the social media age.

Project Graduation Support - Support for Morristown
High School’s All-Night Graduation Party fundraiser.

Reading Readiness: Preschooler-Parent Shared
Reading - A monthly bilingual book club for
preschoolers and their parents.

Salute to Teachers 2024 - A Laughing Together
Workshop by Wellness Together to help teachers
District-wide understand how comedy can be a
useful tool in the classroom.

Second Grade Author Event - An author talk, visit
and a signed book for all second graders from The
Very Impatient Caterpillar author/illustrator Ross
Burach.

Senior Signs for all Graduating 8th Graders and
Morristown High School Seniors - To recognize our
students’ success.

Screen for the éth grade wing at Frelinghuysen
Middle School - For the display of real-time
updates, announcements, event schedules, news,
important messages, and SEL efforts.

Sixth Grade Academy Planners - Planners to

help the Frelinghuysen Middle School éth grade
FODVV LPSURYH H[HFXWLYH IXQFW
organization and time management.

Superintendent Fellowship Table Events — A morning
tea appreciation event for all Morris School District
Kindergarten teachers to connect with colleagues
and a June refreat for Morris School District
Administrators.

Tutoring ot Frelinghuysen Middle School - Funding
for the after-school maih and language arts
tutoring program.

“We the People” Program at Normandy Park School
- A year-long, school-wide initiative designed to
highlight the new Social Studies curriculum through
music, art, physical education, social studies, and
reading.

Three Yamaha Marching Baritone Horns - To
replace existing unplayable horns for the
Morristown High School Marching Band.

Over the past 33 years, the
Morris Educational Foundation
has generated $6.3 million in
impact across academics, arts,
athletics, and other activities.
Scan the QR code to view the
full list of grants awarded in the
VFKRRO \HDU

Record Participation and Honors
Highlight FMS Athletics

Frelinghuysen Middle School Athletics had a standout year, with over 600 students participating in
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and talent of FMS student-athletes.

MHS Athletics Score Big in 2024-25
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captured back-to-back Group IV Sectional Titles and were ranked #12 in the state, while Girls Ice Hockey
earned Varsity status. Individual honors were achieved in Boys Swimming, Track & Field, and Wrestling,
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WIJSV-FM Marathon
Connects Generations
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with student-led broadcasts, games, and “Colonial
Corner News” content, showcasing creativity and
collaboration. This year it infroduced an alumni
component, drawing nearly 30 graduates from the
V WR $OXPQL WRXUHG 0+6 ZL
Club, shared memories, and even refurned as
guest DJs. The experience sparked meaningful
connections across generations and highlighted
the lasting legacy of the Broadcast program.

Motown Trivia Night
Triumphs

Nearly 100 alumni, parents, and supporters
packed Glenbrook Brewery for Colonial Nation’s
Motown-themed Trivia Night, raising almost $5,000
for Morris School District schools! The event also
launched the Colonial Nation online store — your
one-stop shop for MHS alumni gear. From themed
tfeams and exciting prizes, it was

a night to remember—and a

huge success.

Scan the QR code to view the
recap and to shop the Colonial
Naftion store.

MEF Awards $500,000
o MHS Graduates

Thanks fo alumni, individuals, families, and local
organizations, the MEF provided $500,000 in

scholarships and awards to MHS graduates and
DOXPQL LQ WKH VFKRRO \HL

As the leading provider of scholarships for

MHS students, the MEF is proud to offer many
opportunities for seniors and the largest award of
scholarship dollars to the graduating class each
year. Through the generosity of MEF scholarship
donors, 31 graduating seniors received
scholarships ranging from $1,000

to $100,000 fo help them pursue

their dreams in college and

beyond. Scan the QR code to

view the recipients and their

post-graduate plans.

Ten exceptional MHS alumni were each selected
to receive a $5,000 Myles Smiled on You Award for
secondary education loan reduction. They include:

Nathalia Arias — ‘11
Arthur Ayres IIl — ‘00
Jenna Brophy - ‘15
Maiec Cardcna
Agudelo - ‘16
Daniel Cavalier - ‘19

Cristhian Inestroza — ‘17
Nicholas Rojas — 19
Noelle Smith — ‘20

Evan Whitenack - ‘16
Katelyn Woebse - '16
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The Morris Educational Foundation (MEF) celebrates the Class of 2025 and our community as we recognize the Morristown High School graduates
and their accomplishments. We are honored to have been part of their educational journey and are proud to have given $6.3 million to our schools over 32
years to move education forward. From preschool through high school, the MEF works to enhance and inspire the academic pursuits of all our students, in all
10 schools of the Morris School District. We congratulate the graduates as they move forward to post graduate plans, colleges and careers, including:

American University (2)

Arizona State University

Auburn University (3)

Berkeley College

Berklee College of Music

Binghamton University (4)

Boston College

Boston University (3)

Bucknell University (3)

Caldwell University (2)

Christine Valmy International
School of Esthetics & Cosmetology (3)

Clark Aflanta University

Coastal Carolina University (2)

College of Charleston (2)

Colonial Life Program (12)

Colorado State University

Commonwealth University

Connecticut College

Cornell University

County College of Morris (61)

Delaware Valley University

DePaul University

DeSales University

Eastern Atlantic States Carpenters
Technical Center

Eastwick College

Eckerd College

Elizabethtown College

Elon University

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Emerson College (2)

Fairfield University

Fairleigh Dickinson University (21)
Fashion Institute of Technology (2)
Fordham University

Gap Year (6)

Georgetown University

Georgia Institute of Technology
Hobart and William Smith

Hobart Institute of Welding Technology
Hudson Valley Community College
Indiana University, Bloomington
lowa State University

Ithaca College

James Madison University (6)

Johns Hopkins University

Johnson & Wales University

Juniata College

Kean University (7)

King's College

Lehigh University (2)

Lincoln Technical Institute (3)
Louisiana State University (2)
Loyola University, Chicago

Loyola University, Maryland (2)

In every school, in every classroom: Join us in the pursuit of excellence
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K3/ MorrisEducationalFoundation
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Lycoming College

Marist University (2)

Marywood University (2)

Messiah University

Michigan State University (2)
Monmouth University

Montana State University

Montclair State University (9)
Morehouse College

Morris County School of Technology (5)
Muhlenberg College

New Jersey City University

New Jersey Institute of Technology (5)
New York University (3)

North Carolina Central University
North Carolina State University
Norwich University

Pennsylvania State University (9)
Prairie View A & M University

Pratt Institute (2)

Quinnipiac University (7)

Ramapo College (2)

Rider University

Rochester Institute of Technology (2)
Rollins College

Rowan University (3)

Rutgers University (16)

Sacred Heart University (2)

Saginaw Valley State University
Saint Elizabeth University (3)

Saint Francis University (2)
Savannah College of Art and Design
Seton Hall University (4)
Shenandoah University

Skyborne Airline Academy

St. John Fisher University

St. John's University

Stevens Institute of Technology (4)
Stockton University (2)

Syracuse University (3)

Temple University (4)

Texas State University

The American University of Rome
The College of New Jersey (6)

The George Washington University (3)
The New School

The University of Alabama

The University of Tennessee
Thomas Jefferson University
Tulane University

United States Air Force

United States Coast Guard

United States Marine Corps (5)
United States National Guard (2)
United States Navy (4)

Universal Technical Institute (10)

University of Arizona (3)

University of Connecticut (3)

University of Delaware

University of Georgia (2)

University of Kentucky

University of Lynchburg

University of Maryland, College Park (6)
University of Massachusettes, Amherst (2)
University of Michigan

University of Mississippi

University of New Haven (2)

University of New Mexico

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
University of Nofre Dame (2)

University of Pittsburgh (4)

University of Rhode Island (3)

University of Scranton (5)

University of South Carolina, Columbia (2)
University of Southern California
University of Vermont (2)

University of Virginia

University of Wisconsin, Madison (2)
Vanderbilt University (2)

Virginia Tech (10)

Wentworth Institute of Technology

West Chester University

West Virginia University (2)

William Paterson University (2)

World of Work (78)
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