
Upcoming Dates
August 28: 5th grade intro night @KJHS,
6pm

October 1: Deadline for online ILMEA
audition submissions (select 7th and 8th
graders)

October 2: Portillo’s Fundraiser (20% of
sales go to KJHS Music Program!)

October 22: 5th Grade “Informance” and
8th Grade Concert @KJHS, 6pm

November 3: Music Parents Music
Extravaganza (6th and 7th grade) @Normal
WEST High School, time TBD

IMPORTANT LINKS Sign off that you’ve
read the 25-26
Orchestra Handbook

Mark your calendars
for upcoming
concerts and events!

Sign and return
school instrument use
form (cello/bass only)

PARENT/GUARDIAN
“TO DO”

KJHS
ORCHESTRA
BACK-TO-SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER
Ms. Daria Van De Loo

vandeld@unit5.org
KJHS office:(309) 557-4407

KJHS Orchestra Handbook 
(includes calendar for the year)

Past Newsletters

Music Shoppe Preference Page

Recommended Private Teachers

Unit5 Music Parents Website
(website is new and still a work in progress)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezT3ZiRuyNYSV_v-yumNZi2-Raxc2fS9YFANndCCJO1THdbA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezT3ZiRuyNYSV_v-yumNZi2-Raxc2fS9YFANndCCJO1THdbA/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezT3ZiRuyNYSV_v-yumNZi2-Raxc2fS9YFANndCCJO1THdbA/viewform?usp=header
https://www.google.com/search?surl=1&q=kjhs&rlz=1C1GCEB_enUS1053US1053&oq=kjhs&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MgYIARBFGDkyBggCEEUYQTIGCAMQRRhBMgYIBBBFGD0yBggFEEUYQDIGCAYQRRhAMgYIBxBFGEDSAQc0MzRqMGo0qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on#
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M4UBG2F1Pk1ZKnxHkbjzjpmjhojRJKJ_1eOnnwD0a_4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1M4UBG2F1Pk1ZKnxHkbjzjpmjhojRJKJ_1eOnnwD0a_4/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gVYFrgao9ytq55qXyP4qwXAA9-ffGiw2?usp=drive_link
https://www.themusicshoppe.com/section/2013/kingsley-jr-high-orchestra-preferences
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AYkv9eF-1YI2Oqb3Yrl4dM6XRieRw7JBijqSeNaY3S4/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://www.unit5musicparents.com/


In 6th grade, students have the option to switch
to bass. Usually cellos switch to bass because
they read the same clef, but I ’ve also had violins
and violas switch successfully. 

I  l ike to have students start the year on their
instrument from 5th grade so they get a review
with note reading and ease them back into
school/orchestra routines without the added
stress of a new instrument. 

If your child is interested in switching to bass, or
at least trying it out, please sign up for a lesson
or two HERE .  After the lessons we will determine
whether or not bass will be a good fit!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F49ADA723A7F5CE9-58025919-bass#/


Attendance:
Students are required to attend concerts -- it is part of their grade! If a
student cannot make a concert date, I need to know as soon as possible. Here
is the missed concert grading policy per the handbook for the 24-25 school
year:

All students, no matter the reason for their absence from the concert, will be
required to complete a makeup assignment if they wish to receive credit for the
concert. Because a concert cannot truly be recreated in its entirety, they are only able to
earn up to the following grades for their concert makeup assignment (using SBG grading
scale of 1-4pts):

An excused absence called into the attendance line, such as illness or family
emergency, in addition to contacting Ms. Van De Loo: 3
Absence from a performance that has been communicated to Ms. Van De Loo within 6
weeks of the concert: 3
Absence from a performance that is NOT communicated to Ms. Van De Loo within 6
weeks of the concert (excludes illness and family emergencies, see above): 1
Absence from a performance with NO COMMUNICATION to Ms. Van De Loo OR the
student chooses not to complete the makeup assignment: 0

***Please understand that sports conflicts or other non-emergency situations will not
count as a full credit make up.

Dress Code:
Students in grades 6-8 should wear all black dress clothes. Please don’t
hesitate to reach out if you are struggling to afford concert clothes! I have
extras that have been donated and the school can also help out if needed. 

Students in 5th grade should wear something nice. This could include but is
not limited to khakis, polos, dresses, skirts, button downs, skirts, etc. 

All students should avoid jeans, leggings, tennis shoes, and clothes with holes
if possible. 

**I would always rather students show up to the concert no matter what, even if
they’re not in concert clothes. Students being there is the most important part!**

CONCERT EXPECTATIONS
As we start the school year, please

review the handbook policy on concer
attendance. 



6th-8th Grade:
Students recieve a grade for orchestra just like
they do all their other classes. 

Assignments will usually include:

A playing test every 2-3 weeks
I am doing playing tests differently this
year. Like last yeat, we will be doing in class
partner assessments.
Students will not need to complete these
playing tests at home unless they miss
class and wish to record their test via
video/email rather than complete in class
at a later date.
However, students should be practicing at
home during the weekends. 

Rhythm sheets
These are completed in class. We do one
example at the beginning of each class and
then turn it in when completed
Summative rhythms are given after the
completion of these sheets. These are
always completed in class.

Other in-class activities 
Often I will give worksheets or other
practicing tools as part of an in-class
activity. Students are expected to complete
these during class and show they were
participating

If students are using their class time wisely, the
only at-home work students should be having to
complete is their own individual practice or work
they missed while absent. 

WHAT
GRADED
WORK
LOOKS LIKE
IN
ORCHESTRA
Grading System:
4: The work demonstrated is
above and beyond what is
expected. Students are not only
able to complete the work
without assistance but they are
able to help and teach peers
about the content. 

3: The work is exactly where
students should be and is of
high quality. Students are able
to complete the work without
assistance. 

2: The work is still progressing.
Students are able to complete
the work with the help of the
teacher or peers. 

1: The quality of work is not
where students are expected to
perform. 

0: Work was not completed or
turned in.

Please note: I give out very few 4s for
playing related grades. I reserve 4s for
truly exceptional work that
demonstrates playing levels beyond
what we are doing in class. I do give out
4s for perfect scores on written tests.



5th Grade:
5th grade students also receive a grade for being
in orchestra. As with the middle school students,
all assignments are completed in class. The only
work that needs to be completed at home is
practicing over the weekend. 

Assignments during class will include:

Partner assessments

Small group playing tests (they will get to
earn different color tags for their instrument
cases as they pass their tests)

Note name written tests and activities

If you would like to check the progress of your
5th grader’s grades, please see the directions for
doing so in Infinite Campus HERE. 

GRADED
WORK,
CONTINUED

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAzoX9h0PSDTKTo9MaaXWESDAu8KDU8W/view?usp=sharing


When:
October 2, 2025

5:00 PM 8:00 PM

Join us at Portillo's for a fundraiser to support:

Kingsley Junior High Music
at the Portillo’s located at:

202 Landmark Drive
Normal, IL

FUNDRA I S ER

Eat Portillo’s and give back.
Keep 20% of the Proceeds

Come join us!

-

20% of sales will benefit your organization. Order online or in app for
pickup using code P O R T I L L O S 5 1 before checkout in the "Coupon

Code" field, or show this flyer or a digital version to cashier when
ordering at the restaurant. Valid on drive thru, pickup, kiosk, and in

restaurant orders.

portillos.com/community

For online/app orders to qualify for the fundraiser, orders must be placed for pickup only, from the participating restaurant, on the 
fundraiser date and during the listed fundraiser hours. Gift card purchases, delivery orders, and orders placed on the third party websites
are excluded from the fundraiser. Online ordering subject to availability. $200 minimum fundraising sales required for the organization to
receive donation. Cannot be combined with other offer codes.

WE'RE HIRING! APPLY AT PORTILLOS.COM/CAREERS



1.57 -0.34

Listen
Here!

Musician of the Month
Like last year, we will highlight a different musician/composer

every month. We will learn about their lives, listen to their
music, and explore the different ways orchestra instruments

can be played! I invite you to learn along with us and discover
new artists of all backgrounds, music genres, and playing

styles. Check out the playlist below that will include some of
each musician’s most prominent works and performances 

(all school appropriate). 
The playlist will be updated monthly. 

He
ito

r Villa-Lobos

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM69k_kzvtsUZqjFFRhh4GjKVQVwS5lC6&si=wx4EUq4Bh7rcy1m-
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM69k_kzvtsUZqjFFRhh4GjKVQVwS5lC6&si=wx4EUq4Bh7rcy1m-

