Powell County Middle School Title I, Part A Parent and Family Engagement Policy

Section 1116(b) of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) states that schools served under Title
I, Part A must jointly develop with, and distribute to, parents and family members of
participating children a written parent and family engagement policy. The policy establishes the
school’s expectations and objectives for meaningful parent and family involvement and describes
how the school will meet the requirements of ESSA 1116(c) — (f). The term “parent” refers to
parents, guardians, family members, and caregivers.

Section I: Policy Involvement [ESSA 1116(c)]
Powell County Middle School will:

1. Involve parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in the planning, review, and
improvement of the Title I, Part A program as well as the parent and family engagement
policy with regular communication through School-Based Decision Making Council
Meetings, Parent Teacher Organization Meetings and Events, and Written
Communication in the form of Newsletters and Surveys.

2. Convene an annual meeting at a convenient time, which all parents of participating
children shall be invited to and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school’s
participation in Title I and explain the requirements of Title I and the right of parents to
be involved. The annual Title I, Part A Meeting will be held prior to the back-to-school
open house event at the school. The meeting will be advertised through the district's
parent communication system, webpage, and social media. The meeting will include a
presentation of the School Title I Program, Testing Transparency and Required
Assessments, Parents' Right to Know, the District and School Title I Parent and Family
Engagement Policies and Planned Expenditures, and the Parent Compact.

3. Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and
provide, with funds provided by Title I, childcare or home visits, as such services relate
to parental involvement. This will be done by various means, including, but not limited to
the following:

a. Consulting with the parents to determine meeting time
b. Virtual Meeting
c. Activities will be provided for younger children during meeting times.
4. Provide parents of participating children:
a. Timely information about Title I; Information will be provided by various means,
including, but not limited to the following:
1. Parent Square
ii.  Facebook



iii.  One Calls
iv.  Emails
v.  Committee Meeting Minutes shared on Facebook
b. A description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of
academic assessment used to measure student progress, and the achievement
levels of the students challenging state academic standards.
1. Student led conferences and videos detailing the programs
ii.  Family nights that allow parents to participate in the learning process.
iii.  Regular communication with parents concerning academic progress.
iv.  Invite parents to attend professional development meetings
c. If requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate
suggestions and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the
education of their children and respond to any such suggestions as soon as
practically possible including, but not limited to the following:
1. Title I Committee Meetings
ii.  SBDM Committee Meetings
d. If the schoolwide program plan (i.e., the comprehensive school improvement plan
(CSIP)) under ESSA 1114(b) is not satisfactory to parents of participating
children, submit any parent comments on the plan when the school makes the plan
available to the district. Once the CSIP is initially completed, the school will host
an after-school meeting to share the document with all stakeholders. Parents and
guardians will have the opportunity to make suggestions or improvements to the
plan at this time. The changes will be reviewed, and the plan will be revised as
needed before being shared with the Board of Education.

Section II: Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement [ESSA
1116(d)]

Powell County Middle will:

1.

Jointly develop with parents a school-family compact that outlines how parents, the entire
school staff, and students will share the responsibility for improved student academic
achievement, and how the school and parents will build and develop a partnership to help
children achieve Kentucky’s high standards. The compact will:

a. Describe the school’s responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and
instruction in a supportive and effective learning environment that enables
children served to meet the state academic standards, and the ways in which each
parent will be responsible for supporting their children’s learning, volunteering in
their child’s classroom, and participating, as appropriate, in decisions relating to
the education of their children and positive use of extra-curricular time; and will



be developed through a process involving the Title I Family Engagement
Committee.

b. Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an
ongoing basis through, at a minimum:

i.  Parent-teacher conferences, at least annually, during which the compact
shall be discussed as it relates to the individual child’s achievement. The
compact will be discussed through student led conferences with the
students describing their progress.

ii.  Frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress. Teachers will
make bi-weekly communication with parents detailing student progress.

iii.  Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in
their child’s class, and observation of classroom activities; and may do this
through completing the district volunteer process. Our volunteer liaison
will inform parents of opportunities.

iv.  Ensuring regular two-way, meaningful communication between family
members and school staff, and, to the extent practicable, in a language that
family members can understand. This can be done through school email as
well as the district app, Parent Square.

c. Be signed by all involved parties and kept on file at the school as documentation.
The Compact will be collected by each classroom teacher and will be kept on file
in the HR classroom.

Section III: Build Capacity for Involvement [ESSA 1116(e)]

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school,
parents, and the community to improve student academic achievement.

Powell Middle must:

1. Assist parents in understanding topics such as Kentucky’s challenging state academic
standards, Kentucky and Powell County School District academic assessments, the
requirements of the Title I, Part A program, and how to monitor their child’s progress and
work with educators to improve the achievement of their children. This will be provided
during our orientation events as well as family engagement events.

2. Provide materials and training to help parents work with their children to improve their
children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology (including
education about the harms of copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster parental
involvement. This will be provided during our orientation night as well as our family
engagement events.

3. Educate school staff in the value and utility of contributions of parents and in how to
reach out to, communicate with, and work with parents as equal partners, implement and



coordinate parent programs and build ties between parents and the school.This will be
provided during our orientation night as well as our family engagement events.

To the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent involvement
programs and activities with other federal, state, and local programs and conduct other
activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support parents in more
fully participating in the education of their children. This will be provided during our
orientation night as well as our family engagement events in conjunction with our Family
Engagement Committee.

Ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings and other
activities is sent to the parents of participating children in a format, and to the extent
practicable, in a language the parents can understand. This will be provided during our
orientation night as well as our family engagement events.

In addition to the above required activities, Powell Middle] may:

1.

Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local parental involvement
activities, including transportation and childcare costs, to enable parents to participate in
school-related meetings and training sessions.

Train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents.

Arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between
teachers or other educators who work directly with participating children with parents
who are unable to attend such conferences at school, to maximize parental involvement
and participation.

Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parental involvement.

Establish a school parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to
parental involvement programs.

Develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent
involvement activities.

Provide such other reasonable support for parental involvement activities under this
section as parents may request.

To support meaningful family engagement, Powell County Middle School will take several
specific actions based on parent needs. Childcare opportunities will be provided at certain
school events throughout the year. Meetings will be held after school hours and after
working hours for most families to accommodate a variety of scheduling needs. For families
unable to come to school, teachers will offer phone calls to discuss student progress. A Title I

Parent Involvement Committee will be formed to give input on school activities and family

involvement programs. Local community groups and businesses will be invited to support

events by donating educational materials or helping host learning nights. Additionally, the
school will remain open to parent suggestions and provide reasonable support for requested
activities, as long as they directly support student learning and engagement.



Section IV: Accessibility and Requirements [ESSA 1116(f)]

In carrying out Title I, Part A parent and family engagement requirements and with the support
of the district, Powell Middle will:

To the extent practicable, shall provide opportunities for informed participation of parents and
family members (including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency,
parents and family members with disabilities and parents and family members of migratory
children), including providing information and school reports required under ESSA 1111 in a
format, and to the extent practicable, in a language such parents understand. Translations will be
provided in written form and oral form when requested. Parent-teacher conferences are
scheduled throughout the year, and all parent requests for meetings will be honored.

Notify parents of this policy in an understandable and uniform format, and to the extent
practicable, in a language the parents can understand. The policy will be distributed to parents
and made available to parents and members of the local community in online and print formats.
This policy will be reviewed with families at the Annual Title I Parent and Family Engagement
Meeting.

Section V: Policy Review and Revision

Powell Middle will work jointly with parents to review and revise this policy as necessary to
meet the changing needs of the parents and the school. Families can provide in-person or written
feedback. Families will be regularly surveyed (written and/or in-person), and various forms of
data will be utilized to determine the Parent and Family Engagement needs.

The policy was last reviewed and/or revised on July 28, 2025
The First Reading was held on June 18, 2025
The Second Reading and Approval was held on July 28, 2025



