
******** Junior Raider Reporter ********
Welcome to the Early Childhood Center! 2025-2026

Mrs. Heidi Donaldson
Principal 

(810) 591-2327
heidi.donaldson@flushingschools.org
Feel free to contact me at anytime!

“Spread a little sparkle wherever you go!” 

We are excited to welcome you and your children 
to the Early Childhood Center and Flushing 
Community Schools! It is important to our team of 
educators that every child has the opportunity to 
be among friends, learn with and from others, and 
strengthen social and emotional wellness by 
spending time among schoolmates. The first day 
of school is an exciting milestone for our 
kindergarten students and their families. We, as a 
staff, look forward to joining you on this new 
adventure!
This document is intended to guide your family as 
you begin school here at the ECC. Please take the 
time to read through our plans, expectations, and 
daily routines to help your child adjust safely and 
happily. If you have any questions prior to arrival 
on August 25th and the first days of class August 
26th - 28th, please call/email our office or your 
child’s teacher for additional support and 
clarification. Please read this newsletter fully to 
be ready for our first days of school! 

Thank you kindly, Heidi Donaldson  
       “It’s a Good Day, to have a Good Day!” 

  Junior Raider Expectations
We value being safe, being respectful, 

and being responsible!

Preparing Learners Today for 
Opportunities Tomorrow

Vision:
● To provide a caring, safe, and 

orderly school community that 
promotes positive citizenship.

● To provide a relevant, meaningful, 
and engaging educational 
experience for all students.

● To support individuals in attaining 
their greatest potential.

● To strive for continuous 
improvement.

FIRST WEEK SCHEDULE
August 25th, 2025
DK & Kindergarten Meet and Greet
By appointment only 
*See Teacher Letter
Please enter through the main entrance off Chamberlain. 
School Picture Day 
(ECC students do not ride the bus)
August 26th, 2025
Full Day of School for students with last names A-M
8:40 a.m. - 3:33 p.m.
Students with last names N-Z will not attend. 
August 27th, 2025
Full Day of School for students with last names N-Z
8:40 a.m. - 3:33 p.m.
Students with last names A-M will not attend. 
August 28th, 2025
Full Day of School for all DK and Kindergarten Students - 8:40 a.m. - 
3:33 p.m.
(Please see transportation information on the next pages.)
August 29th, 2025
No School
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From the desk of Ms. Katelyn, Building Secretary: I am so excited to get to know our newest Jr. Raiders and their families! I am always here to help so please 
feel free to reach out via phone or email if you have any questions. During the day, teachers may be unavailable, so for any time-sensitive information that needs 
to be shared with the teacher, contact me and I will be sure to help. During these next couple of weeks, please make sure that you are turning in any outstanding 
registration documents we need to complete your student’s file. Clear pictures of any missing documents can be emailed right to me. We look forward to meeting 
you soon!          Phone: 810-591-2326         Email: Katelyn.Torrey@flushingschools.org          Attendance: ECCAttendance@flushingschools.org

Breakfast and Lunch -  Access menus: nutrition at 
www.flushingschools.org (810) 591-2791
Latchkey Contact -(810) 591-1297
Preschool Contact - (810) 591- 2326
Transportation - (810) 591-2785
School/Home Coordinator Mrs. Thuma - 
(810) 591-2331

Morning Parent Drop Off
8:20-8:40 a.m.

The main entrance off Chamberlain and the southeast 
building door off Hazelton are the only places we allow 
kindergarten children to be dropped off.  Please ensure 
your student is ready to exit the vehicle upon arrival 
from the passenger side. We have staff greeting vehicles 
and we will open your passenger door and escort your 
child safely inside. Please do not plan to enter the 
building to drop off or pick up your child, unless it is a 
tardy or early check out. We have many friendly adults in 
orange vests ready to assist in getting our youngest 
Raiders to class. If you arrive after 8:40 please park and 
bring your child into the front office off Chamberlain St. 
to be checked in. Please be patient as we get this process 
rolling the first two
 weeks of school. 

Bus Transportation
ECC children will start utilizing bussing on August 26th. Please be 
cognizant of the correct time that your child is to be at the bus stop in 
the morning and will be dropped off in the afternoon. Kindergarten 
students will not be dropped off at home without an adult present. 
Transportation routes will be posted on the FCS website. You will need 
your student’s ID number. This is found on your parentVUE account.  
www.flushingschools.org. Please contact our 
transportation department at (810) 591-2785 
with any questions. 

End of Day Parent Pick-Up -  3:10-3:25 p.m. (See map on back) - Parent Pick-Up will be 

divided by teacher for drive through pick up at both the turn- around by our playground on the north side of the building 
and at the front entrance off Chamberlain on the south side of the building. ECC staff will look for your name card 
hanging from your rearview mirror. Two car tags will be provided at Meet and Greet for each family. We will call your 
child forward from a secure area to get in your vehicle. If you are picking up early please check your child out in the office 
before 3:00 p.m. If your car tag is lost or you need additional, a parent or guardian can purchase them in the main office 
for $5. These tags are of limited quantity. Students will not be dismissed to vehicles without a car tag present. 

Transportation Tags - On the first day of school you may 
notice a bus tag has been attached to your child’s backpack. 
This is pertinent information for getting your child safely onto 
his/her bus leaving the ECC, as well as transitioning to a 
second bus at another elementary school, should that be part 
of your child’s route. Nearly every kindergarten student stops 
at an elementary building to pick up other children. 
Sometimes, kindergarten children make a switch while there, 
leaving their original bus and boarding another for home. The 
transportation tags are essential for making this a streamlined 
process. Students who are parent pick up/drop off or latchkey 
will also have tags attached to allow us to get them where they 
need to be easily. Please do not remove these tags.

You have three options for end of the day dismissal. Those include 
latchkey, bus, and drive through parent pick up. Parents will not 
be allowed to walk up to the building and pick up their child. This 
is the same for arrival. Students can attend latchkey, ride the bus, 
or be dropped off via the drive through line. 

Turn-around by the playground (north side, Coutant st.) - classrooms include: Costa, Holland, Hoover, 

McLincha, Reel, Selves, Wirth

Front Entrance off Chamberlain (south side) - classrooms include:  Amundsen, Augenstein/Stead, Bate, 
Burnett, Cook, Valerio, Zook

Please 
remain in 
your 
vehicle 
during this 
process. 
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Recess - Our children will be on the playground with their own classmates 
and several other classrooms as well. This is a great time to get fresh air, build 

friendships, and let out some built up energy. When the real feel 
temperature is below zero or we have inclement weather students will enjoy 
indoor recess . All students go out to recess unless a doctor’s note is on file. 

Specials Classes - Kindergarten and DK students have 
the pleasure of attending Art with Mr. Korth and Ms. 
Boese, Physical Education (P.E.) with Ms. Chandler & Mr. 
Lindstrom, as well as, Computer Lab and Library with Mrs. 
Chaney. These programs allow students to be physically 
active and creative while connecting to the 
kindergarten curriculum each day. 

Food Routines
Student Lunch Prices:  
* School Lunch and Breakfast will be FREE for the 2025-2026 school 
year.                                                                                       
* It is essential for families to fill out and return the "Educational 
Benefits Form" that will be handed out at our Meet & Greet. Only 
one form needs to be filled out per family. This is to ensure the ECC  
gets the proper funding for our nutrition programs.

Breakfast: ECC children can have breakfast in the cafeteria, if you 
choose. When students who are eating breakfast arrive in the morning 
they will be escorted to the cafeteria and then to class when they are 
finished. Breakfast will be distributed at the start of the day and end by 
9:15 a.m.

Lunch: Children will eat lunch in the cafeteria and enjoy the playground 
for recess with their own class and other classrooms on a schedule 
supported by supervisors. Students choosing hot lunch will select their 
choice in the morning with their teacher. To help make this process 
successful, please review the menu with your student ahead of time. 
Please assist your child in learning to open all aspects of their lunch 
including lunchables, juice boxes etc. 

Snack: Please be sure your child comes to school each day with a snack. 
We ask that you ensure the snack is healthy, and we avoid sugar (candy, 
sweet treats). Please place this snack in a separate location from your 
child’s lunch. Your student’s teacher will let you know if the classroom 
will be nut free. 

What happens when your child is ill? 

Ill while still at home:   As always, please reach out to let us know your little one is at home 
and the nature of the absence. Our attendance line is - ECCattendance@flushingschools.org     

Ill while in school:   Our protocol for calling home is dictated by the GCHD and district policy. 
As such, you will be called if your child is not feeling well and has sickness symptoms (fever, 
vomiting, etc.). Please be sure your emergency contacts include persons that can come to sign out 
your child during the day relatively quickly when called regarding illness. Any person signing a child 
out will be asked to provide a form of identification.

*** Children must be 24 hour symptom free before returning to school. 

Visitors
Visitors will be welcomed on a volunteer basis. Classroom 
teachers will reach out if there is a need for volunteers. You will 
have the opportunity to join us for classroom parties, field trips, 
field day and other events throughout the school year. In addition, 
please keep siblings at home and use this opportunity to spend 
quality time with your junior raider student, as our events are 
reserved for our kindergarten, DK, and preschool students. If you 
would like to help with school events guided by our PTO, please 
contact jrraiderspto@gmail.com. 

Birthday Treats
All birthday treats must be non-food related for safety 
and allergy protocol. Items such as pencils, stickers, 
fidgets, etc. are appropriate to pass out and celebrate 
your child’s birthday, if you choose. 

Upcoming Event: 
Raider Rally
August 19th, 2025
6-8 pm Raider Field 
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