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Recommended Pacing Guide 

Fundamentals and Basics of Theater 10 days throughout 

Creative Expression 10 days throughout 

HIstorical and Cultural Context 10 days throughout 

Aesthetic Valuing 10 days throughout 
 
 

Unit 1: Fundamentals and Basics of Theater Duration: 10 days throughout ​
 

 
 

Suggested Accommodations For All Units 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Collaborate with ELL department to make necessary modifications for students  
●​ Provide translated material  
●​ Provided differentiation for students as needed  
●​ Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate 

knowledge when you are not specifically assessing writing 
 
Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
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●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

 
504 Plans: 

●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

 
Gifted and Talented: 

●​ Open ended/abstract questions to activate higher level thinking 
●​ Higher level texts 
●​ Alternative modes of communication 
●​ Student developed extension activities 
●​ Plan self directed inquiry 
●​ Student-lead activities 
●​ Additional leadership roles in classroom 
●​ Provided differentiation for students as needed 
●​ Student created rubrics  
●​ Develop lessons that are student centered and teacher facilitated 

 
Students in Need of Academic Support: 

●​ Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 
●​ Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 
●​ Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 
●​ Keep nutritious snacks available 
●​ Pair with adult mentor or buddy 
●​ Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 
●​ Facilitate successful experiences 

 
Economically Disadvantaged: 

●​ Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Give every student the same opportunity for success. 
●​ Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 
●​ Provide increased  knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 
●​ Share the decision making in class. 
●​ Daily affirmations 
●​ Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 
●​ Telling students why they can succeed 

 
Culturally Diverse: 

●​ Involve families in student learning 
●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Build in more group work to encourage interaction with peers 

 



 
Little Egg Harbor School District Curriculum Guide 

Grade: 3-5 Content Area: Theater 

​  

●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards 

●​ 1.4.5.Cr1a: Create roles, imagined worlds and improvised stories in a drama/theatre work articulating 
the physical qualities of characters, visual details of imagined worlds, and given circumstances, of 
improvised stories in a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr1b: Imagine, articulate, and design ideas for costumes, props and sets that support the story, 

given circumstances, and characters in a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr1c: Imagine how a character's inner thoughts impact their actions and collaborate to 

determine how characters might move and speak to support the story and given circumstances in 
drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr2a: Devise original ideas for a drama/theatre work that reflect collective inquiry about 

characters, plots and their given circumstances.   
●​ 1.4.5.Cr2b: Participate and identify defined responsibilities required to present a drama/theatre work 

informally to peers/audience and participate in the process. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3a: Collaborate with peers to revise, refine, adapt and improve ideas to fit the given 
parameters of an improvised or scripted drama/theatre work through self and collaborative review. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3b: Use and adapt sounds and movements in a guided drama experience. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3c: Refine technical choices by creating innovative solutions to design and technical 

    problems that arise in rehearsal for a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr4a: Participate in, propose, and practice a variety of physical, vocal, and cognitive exercises 

that can be used in a group setting for drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr4b: Identify and utilize basic technical/design elements that can be used in drama/theatre 

work to demonstrate an understanding of the elements. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr5a: Describe and apply dramatic elements of dialogue, action, character emotion, and theme 

in the performance and/or creation of a drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Pr5b: Physically and intellectually investigate how movement and vocal choices are 

incorporated and make meaning in drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Pr6a: Practice drama/theatre work and share reflections individually and in small groups, and 

informally with an audience. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re7a: Identify, explain and demonstrate an understanding of both artistic choices and personal 

reactions made in a drama/theatre work through participation and observation.  
●​ 1.4.5.Re8a: Develop and implement a plan to evaluate drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Re2b: Analyze technical elements from multiple drama/theatre works and assess how the 

technical elements may support or represent the themes or central ideas of drama/theatre works. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re8c: Evaluate and analyze how a character’s choices and character's circumstances impact 

an audience’s perspective in a drama/theatre work 
●​ 1.4.5.Re9a: Compare and contrast multiple personal experiences when participating in or observing a 

drama/theatre work and justify responses to drama/theatre work based on personal experience. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re9b: Explain responses to characters based on cultural perspectives when participating in or 

observing drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re9c: Identify and discuss physiological changes connected to emotions on posture, gesture, 

breathing, and vocal intonation in a drama/theatre work 
●​ 1.4.5.Cn10a: Explain how drama/theatre connects oneself to a community or culture and identify the 

ways drama/theatre work reflects the perspectives of a community or culture.  
●​ 1.4.5.Cn11a: Identify, respond to and investigate connections to global issues including climate 

change and other content areas in a dramatic/theatrical work. 
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●​ 1.4.5.Cn11b: Compare the drama/theatre conventions of a given time period with those of the 
present. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

●​ ELA - NJSLS/ELA:   
○​ L.KL.3.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 
○​ SL.PE.3.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ RL.IT.4.3. Describe the impact of individuals and events throughout the course of a text, using 
an in-depth analysis of the character, setting, or event that draws on textual evidence. 

○​ RI.MF.4.6. Use evidence to show how graphics and visuals (e.g., illustrations, charts, graphs, 
diagrams, timelines, animations) support central ideas. 

○​ RL.CT.4.8. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes, topics and patterns of 
events in literary texts from authors of different cultures. 

○​ SL.PI.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

○​ SL.UM.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

○​ RL.MF.5.6. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or 
beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

○​ SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 
described, and how that may influence the reader’s interpretation. 

○​ SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ SL.UM.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

●​ Social Studies:  
○​ 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 

people.  

Computer Science and Design Thinking 

●​ 8.1.5.IC.1: Identify computing technologies that have impacted how artists live and work and describe 
the factors that influenced the changes. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.1.5.CR.1: Compare various ways artists give back and relate them to your strengths, 
interests, and other personal factors. 

Enduring Understandings: Essential Questions: 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/compsci/Docs/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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●​ Imitate or create people, creatures, or things 
based on observation using body and facial 
expression 

●​ Demonstrate the ability to follow a simple set 
of steps in a dramatic task. 

●​ Use body and voice to demonstrate 
knowledge of holidays and other cultural 
events. 

●​ Describe the difference between theatre and 
real life. 

●​ Retell through drama and voice the plot  of a 
short story and highlight the beginning, 
middle and end using movement and voice. 

●​ Use appropriate theatre vocabulary to critique 
a live performance 

●​ Improvise to create original characters and 
environments from an existing work such as a 
fairy tale, folk tale, or story. 

●​ How does your voice change when your 
feelings change? 

●​ How does you breath change as your 
emotions change? 

●​ What do you need to know about a character 
before you can bring him or her to life? 

●​ What would you like your audience to know 
about your character? 

●​ What is a believable character? 
●​ How can changing one’s enunciation, 

projection, diction, and tone impact the way 
the audience sees the character? 

●​ How do different stage and body positions 
impact the image that is being created? 

●​ Why do drama and theater practitioners use 
stage directions?  

●​ Why are stage directions important? 
●​ How does the audience’s response to a 

performance alter the way it is performed? 
●​ What makes a story dramatic? 
●​ What elements are essential in making a 

good drama? 
●​ What knowledge is necessary to design a 

scene? 
●​ How does one develop appropriate criteria to 

critique? 
●​ Why is feedback important? 
●​ How can you use feedback as a helpful tool? 
●​ How has theater impacted historical events? 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ Scripted works as needed 
●​ Facility with open space and stage 
●​ Props as needed 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Newsela 
●​ CommonLit 
●​ ReadWorks 
●​ EPIC 

 
 
 

Unit 2: Creative Expression Duration: 10 days throughout ​
 

 

Suggested Accommodations For All Units 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Collaborate with ELL department to make necessary modifications for students  
●​ Provide translated material  
●​ Provided differentiation for students as needed  
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●​ Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate 
knowledge when you are not specifically assessing writing 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 
●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

 
504 Plans: 

●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

 
Gifted and Talented: 

●​ Open ended/abstract questions to activate higher level thinking 
●​ Higher level texts 
●​ Alternative modes of communication 
●​ Student developed extension activities 
●​ Plan self directed inquiry 
●​ Student-lead activities 
●​ Additional leadership roles in classroom 
●​ Provided differentiation for students as needed 
●​ Student created rubrics  
●​ Develop lessons that are student centered and teacher facilitated 

 
Students in Need of Academic Support: 

●​ Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 
●​ Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 
●​ Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 
●​ Keep nutritious snacks available 
●​ Pair with adult mentor or buddy 
●​ Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 
●​ Facilitate successful experiences 
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Economically Disadvantaged: 
●​ Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Give every student the same opportunity for success. 
●​ Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 
●​ Provide increased  knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 
●​ Share the decision making in class. 
●​ Daily affirmations 
●​ Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 
●​ Telling students why they can succeed 

 
Culturally Diverse: 

●​ Involve families in student learning 
●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Build in more group work to encourage interaction with peers 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: 

●​ 1.4.5.Cr1a: Create roles, imagined worlds and improvised stories in a drama/theatre work articulating 
the physical qualities of characters, visual details of imagined worlds, and given circumstances, of 
improvised stories in a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr1b: Imagine, articulate, and design ideas for costumes, props and sets that support the story, 

given circumstances, and characters in a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr1c: Imagine how a character's inner thoughts impact their actions and collaborate to 

determine how characters might move and speak to support the story and given circumstances in 
drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr2a: Devise original ideas for a drama/theatre work that reflect collective inquiry about 

characters, plots and their given circumstances.   
●​ 1.4.5.Cr2b: Participate and identify defined responsibilities required to present a drama/theatre work 

informally to peers/audience and participate in the process. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3a: Collaborate with peers to revise, refine, adapt and improve ideas to fit the given 
parameters of an improvised or scripted drama/theatre work through self and collaborative review. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3b: Use and adapt sounds and movements in a guided drama experience. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3c: Refine technical choices by creating innovative solutions to design and technical 

    problems that arise in rehearsal for a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr4a: Participate in, propose, and practice a variety of physical, vocal, and cognitive exercises 

that can be used in a group setting for drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr4b: Identify and utilize basic technical/design elements that can be used in drama/theatre 

work to demonstrate an understanding of the elements. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr5a: Describe and apply dramatic elements of dialogue, action, character emotion, and theme 

in the performance and/or creation of a drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Pr5b: Physically and intellectually investigate how movement and vocal choices are 

incorporated and make meaning in drama/theatre work.  
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●​ 1.4.5.Pr6a: Practice drama/theatre work and share reflections individually and in small groups, and 
informally with an audience. 

●​ 1.4.5.Re7a: Identify, explain and demonstrate an understanding of both artistic choices and personal 
reactions made in a drama/theatre work through participation and observation.  

●​ 1.4.5.Re8a: Develop and implement a plan to evaluate drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Re2b: Analyze technical elements from multiple drama/theatre works and assess how the 

technical elements may support or represent the themes or central ideas of drama/theatre works. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re8c: Evaluate and analyze how a character’s choices and character's circumstances impact 

an audience’s perspective in a drama/theatre work 
●​ 1.4.5.Re9a: Compare and contrast multiple personal experiences when participating in or observing a 

drama/theatre work and justify responses to drama/theatre work based on personal experience 
●​ 1.4.5.Re9b: Explain responses to characters based on cultural perspectives when participating in or 

observing drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re9c: Identify and discuss physiological changes connected to emotions on posture, gesture, 

breathing, and vocal intonation in a drama/theatre work 
●​ 1.4.5.Cn10a: Explain how drama/theatre connects oneself to a community or culture and identify the 

ways drama/theatre work reflects the perspectives of a community or culture.  
●​ 1.4.5.Cn11a: Identify, respond to and investigate connections to global issues including climate 

change and other content areas in a dramatic/theatrical work 
●​ 1.4.5.Cn11b: Compare the drama/theatre conventions of a given time period with those of the 

present. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

●​ ELA - NJSLS/ELA:   
○​ L.KL.3.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 
○​ SL.PE.3.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ RL.IT.4.3. Describe the impact of individuals and events throughout the course of a text, using 
an in-depth analysis of the character, setting, or event that draws on textual evidence. 

○​ RI.MF.4.6. Use evidence to show how graphics and visuals (e.g., illustrations, charts, graphs, 
diagrams, timelines, animations) support central ideas. 

○​ RL.CT.4.8. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes, topics and patterns of 
events in literary texts from authors of different cultures. 

○​ SL.PI.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

○​ SL.UM.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

○​ RL.MF.5.6. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or 
beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

○​ SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 
described, and how that may influence the reader’s interpretation. 

○​ SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/
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and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ SL.UM.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

●​ Social Studies:  
○​ 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 

people.  

Computer Science and Design Thinking 

●​ 8.1.5.IC.1: Identify computing technologies that have impacted how artists live and work and describe 
the factors that influenced the changes. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills: 
●​ 9.1.5.CR.1: Compare various ways artists give back and relate them to your strengths, 

interests, and other personal factors. 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Imitate or create people, creatures, or things 

based on observation using body and facial 
expression 

●​ Demonstrate the ability to follow a simple set 
of steps in a dramatic task. 

●​ Use body and voice to demonstrate 
knowledge of holidays and other cultural 
events. 

●​ Describe the difference between theatre and 
real life 

●​ Retell through drama and voice the plot  of a 
short story and highlight the beginning, 
middle and end using movement and voice. 

●​ Use appropriate theatre vocabulary to critique 
a live performance 

●​ Improvise to create original characters and 
environments from an existing work such as a 
fairy tale, folk tale, or story. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How does your voice change when your 

feelings change? 
●​ How does you breath change as your 

emotions change? 
●​ What do you need to know about a character 

before you can bring him or her to life? 
●​ What would you like your audience to know 

about your character? 
●​ What is a believable character? 
●​ How can changing one’s enunciation, 

projection, diction, and tone impact the way 
the audience sees the character? 

●​  How different stage and body positions 
impact the image that is being created? 

●​ Why do drama and theater practitioners use 
stage directions?  

●​ Why are stage directions important? 
●​ How does the audience’s response to a 

performance alter the way it is performed? 
●​ What makes a story dramatic? 
●​ What elements are essential in making a 

good drama? 
●​ What knowledge is necessary to design a 

scene? 
●​ How does one develop appropriate criteria to 

critique? 
●​ Why is feedback important? 
●​ How can you use feedback as a helpful tool? 
●​ How has theater impacted historical events? 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/compsci/Docs/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ Scripted works as needed 
●​ Facility with open space and stage 
●​ Props as needed 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Newsela 
●​ CommonLit 
●​ ReadWorks 
●​ EPIC 

 
 

Unit 3: Historical and Cultural Context Duration: 10 days throughout ​
 

 

Suggested Accommodations For All Units 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Collaborate with ELL department to make necessary modifications for students  
●​ Provide translated material  
●​ Provided differentiation for students as needed  
●​ Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate 

knowledge when you are not specifically assessing writing 
 
Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

 
504 Plans: 

●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

 
Gifted and Talented: 
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●​ Open ended/abstract questions to activate higher level thinking 
●​ Higher level texts 
●​ Alternative modes of communication 
●​ Student developed extension activities 
●​ Plan self directed inquiry 
●​ Student-lead activities 
●​ Additional leadership roles in classroom 
●​ Provided differentiation for students as needed 
●​ Student created rubrics  
●​ Develop lessons that are student centered and teacher facilitated 

 
Students in Need of Academic Support: 

●​ Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 
●​ Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 
●​ Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 
●​ Keep nutritious snacks available 
●​ Pair with adult mentor or buddy 
●​ Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 
●​ Facilitate successful experiences 

 
Economically Disadvantaged: 

●​ Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Give every student the same opportunity for success. 
●​ Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 
●​ Provide increased  knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 
●​ Share the decision making in class. 
●​ Daily affirmations 
●​ Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 
●​ Telling students why they can succeed 

 
Culturally Diverse: 

●​ Involve families in student learning 
●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Build in more group work to encourage interaction with peers 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: 

●​ 1.4.5.Cr1a: Create roles, imagined worlds and improvised stories in a drama/theatre work articulating 
the physical qualities of characters, visual details of imagined worlds, and given circumstances, of 
improvised stories in a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr1b: Imagine, articulate, and design ideas for costumes, props and sets that support the story, 

given circumstances, and characters in a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr1c: Imagine how a character's inner thoughts impact their actions and collaborate to 
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determine how characters might move and speak to support the story and given circumstances in 
drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr2a: Devise original ideas for a drama/theatre work that reflect collective inquiry about 

characters, plots and their given circumstances.   
●​ 1.4.5.Cr2b: Participate and identify defined responsibilities required to present a drama/theatre work 

informally to peers/audience and participate in the process. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3a: Collaborate with peers to revise, refine, adapt and improve ideas to fit the given 
parameters of an improvised or scripted drama/theatre work through self and collaborative review. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3b: Use and adapt sounds and movements in a guided drama experience. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3c: Refine technical choices by creating innovative solutions to design and technical 

    problems that arise in rehearsal for a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr4a: Participate in, propose, and practice a variety of physical, vocal, and cognitive exercises 

that can be used in a group setting for drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr4b: Identify and utilize basic technical/design elements that can be used in drama/theatre 

work to demonstrate an understanding of the elements. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr5a: Describe and apply dramatic elements of dialogue, action, character emotion, and theme 

in the performance and/or creation of a drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Pr5b: Physically and intellectually investigate how movement and vocal choices are 

incorporated and make meaning in drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Pr6a: Practice drama/theatre work and share reflections individually and in small groups, and 

informally with an audience. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re7a: Identify, explain and demonstrate an understanding of both artistic choices and personal 

reactions made in a drama/theatre work through participation and observation.  
●​ 1.4.5.Re8a: Develop and implement a plan to evaluate drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Re2b: Analyze technical elements from multiple drama/theatre works and assess how the 

technical elements may support or represent the themes or central ideas of drama/theatre works. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re8c: Evaluate and analyze how a character’s choices and character's circumstances impact 

an audience’s perspective in a drama/theatre work 
●​ 1.4.5.Re9a: Compare and contrast multiple personal experiences when participating in or observing a 

drama/theatre work and justify responses to drama/theatre work based on personal experience 
●​ 1.4.5.Re9b: Explain responses to characters based on cultural perspectives when participating in or 

observing drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re9c: Identify and discuss physiological changes connected to emotions on posture, gesture, 

breathing, and vocal intonation in a drama/theatre work 
●​ 1.4.5.Cn10a: Explain how drama/theatre connects oneself to a community or culture and identify the 

ways drama/theatre work reflects the perspectives of a community or culture.  
●​ 1.4.5.Cn11a: Identify, respond to and investigate connections to global issues including climate 

change and other content areas in a dramatic/theatrical work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cn11b: Compare the drama/theatre conventions of a given time period with those of the 

present. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

●​ ELA - NJSLS/ELA:   
○​ L.KL.3.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 
○​ SL.PE.3.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 
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○​ RL.IT.4.3. Describe the impact of individuals and events throughout the course of a text, using 
an in-depth analysis of the character, setting, or event that draws on textual evidence. 

○​ RI.MF.4.6. Use evidence to show how graphics and visuals (e.g., illustrations, charts, graphs, 
diagrams, timelines, animations) support central ideas. 

○​ RL.CT.4.8. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes, topics and patterns of 
events in literary texts from authors of different cultures. 

○​ SL.PI.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

○​ SL.UM.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

○​ RL.MF.5.6. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or 
beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

○​ SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 
described, and how that may influence the reader’s interpretation. 

○​ SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ SL.UM.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

●​ Social Studies:  
○​ 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 

people.  

Computer Science and Design Thinking 

●​ 8.1.5.IC.1: Identify computing technologies that have impacted how artists live and work and describe 
the factors that influenced the changes. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

●​ 9.1.5.CR.1: Compare various ways artists give back and relate them to your strengths, 
interests, and other personal factors. 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Imitate or create people, creatures, or things 

based on observation using body and facial 
expression 

●​ Demonstrate the ability to follow a simple set 
of steps in a dramatic task. 

●​ Use body and voice to demonstrate 
knowledge of holidays and other cultural 
events. 

●​ Describe the difference between theatre and 
real life 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How does your voice change when your 

feelings change? 
●​ How does you breath change as your 

emotions change? 
●​ What do you need to know about a character 

before you can bring him or her to life? 
●​ What would you like your audience to know 

about your character? 
●​ What is a believable character? 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/compsci/Docs/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
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●​ Retell through drama and voice the plot  of a 
short story and highlight the beginning, 
middle and end using movement and voice. 

●​ Use appropriate theatre vocabulary to critique 
a live performance 

●​ Improvise to create original characters and 
environments from an existing work such as a 
fairy tale, folk tale, or story. 

●​ How can changing one’s enunciation, 
projection, diction, and tone impact the way 
the audience sees the character? 

●​  How different stage and body positions 
impact the image that is being created? 

●​ Why do drama and theater practitioners use 
stage directions?  

●​ Why are stage directions important? 
●​ How does the audience’s response to a 

performance alter the way it is performed? 
●​ What makes a story dramatic? 
●​ What elements are essential in making a 

good drama? 
●​ What knowledge is necessary to design a 

scene? 
●​ How does one develop appropriate criteria to 

critique? 
●​ Why is feedback important? 
●​ How can you use feedback as a helpful tool? 
●​ How has theater impacted historical events? 

 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ Scripted works as needed 
●​ Facility with open space and stage 
●​ Props as needed 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Newsela 
●​ CommonLit 
●​ ReadWorks 
●​ EPIC 

 
 

Unit 4: Aesthetic Valuing  Duration: 10 days throughout ​
 

 

Suggested Accommodations For All Units 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Collaborate with ELL department to make necessary modifications for students  
●​ Provide translated material  
●​ Provided differentiation for students as needed  
●​ Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate 

knowledge when you are not specifically assessing writing 
 
Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 

●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
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●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

 
504 Plans: 

●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

 
Gifted and Talented: 

●​ Open ended/abstract questions to activate higher level thinking 
●​ Higher level texts 
●​ Alternative modes of communication 
●​ Student developed extension activities 
●​ Plan self directed inquiry 
●​ Student-lead activities 
●​ Additional leadership roles in classroom 
●​ Provided differentiation for students as needed 
●​ Student created rubrics  
●​ Develop lessons that are student centered and teacher facilitated 

 
Students in Need of Academic Support: 

●​ Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 
●​ Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 
●​ Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 
●​ Keep nutritious snacks available 
●​ Pair with adult mentor or buddy 
●​ Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 
●​ Facilitate successful experiences 

 
Economically Disadvantaged: 

●​ Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Give every student the same opportunity for success. 
●​ Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 
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●​ Provide increased  knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 
●​ Share the decision making in class. 
●​ Daily affirmations 
●​ Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 
●​ Telling students why they can succeed 

 
Culturally Diverse: 

●​ Involve families in student learning 
●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Build in more group work to encourage interaction with peers 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 

 
 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards: 

●​ 1.4.5.Cr1a: Create roles, imagined worlds and improvised stories in a drama/theatre work articulating 
the physical qualities of characters, visual details of imagined worlds, and given circumstances, of 
improvised stories in a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr1b: Imagine, articulate, and design ideas for costumes, props and sets that support the story, 

given circumstances, and characters in a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr1c: Imagine how a character's inner thoughts impact their actions and collaborate to 

determine how characters might move and speak to support the story and given circumstances in 
drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr2a: Devise original ideas for a drama/theatre work that reflect collective inquiry about 

characters, plots and their given circumstances.   
●​ 1.4.5.Cr2b: Participate and identify defined responsibilities required to present a drama/theatre work 

informally to peers/audience and participate in the process. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3a: Collaborate with peers to revise, refine, adapt and improve ideas to fit the given 
parameters of an improvised or scripted drama/theatre work through self and collaborative review. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3b: Use and adapt sounds and movements in a guided drama experience. 
●​ 1.4.5.Cr3c: Refine technical choices by creating innovative solutions to design and technical 

    problems that arise in rehearsal for a drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr4a: Participate in, propose, and practice a variety of physical, vocal, and cognitive exercises 

that can be used in a group setting for drama/theatre work. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr4b: Identify and utilize basic technical/design elements that can be used in drama/theatre 

work to demonstrate an understanding of the elements. 
●​ 1.4.5.Pr5a: Describe and apply dramatic elements of dialogue, action, character emotion, and theme 

in the performance and/or creation of a drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Pr5b: Physically and intellectually investigate how movement and vocal choices are 

incorporated and make meaning in drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Pr6a: Practice drama/theatre work and share reflections individually and in small groups, and 

informally with an audience. 
●​ 1.4.5.Re7a: Identify, explain and demonstrate an understanding of both artistic choices and personal 

reactions made in a drama/theatre work through participation and observation.  
●​ 1.4.5.Re8a: Develop and implement a plan to evaluate drama/theatre work.  
●​ 1.4.5.Re2b: Analyze technical elements from multiple drama/theatre works and assess how the 

technical elements may support or represent the themes or central ideas of drama/theatre works. 
 

 



 
Little Egg Harbor School District Curriculum Guide 

Grade: 3-5 Content Area: Theater 

​  

●​ 1.4.5.Re8c: Evaluate and analyze how a character’s choices and character's circumstances impact 
an audience’s perspective in a drama/theatre work 

●​ 1.4.5.Re9a: Compare and contrast multiple personal experiences when participating in or observing a 
drama/theatre work and justify responses to drama/theatre work based on personal experience 

●​ 1.4.5.Re9b: Explain responses to characters based on cultural perspectives when participating in or 
observing drama/theatre work. 

●​ 1.4.5.Re9c: Identify and discuss physiological changes connected to emotions on posture, gesture, 
breathing, and vocal intonation in a drama/theatre work 

●​ 1.4.5.Cn10a: Explain how drama/theatre connects oneself to a community or culture and identify the 
ways drama/theatre work reflects the perspectives of a community or culture.  

●​ 1.4.5.Cn11a: Identify, respond to and investigate connections to global issues including climate 
change and other content areas in a dramatic/theatrical work 

●​ 1.4.5.Cn11b: Compare the drama/theatre conventions of a given time period with those of the 
present. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

●​ ELA - NJSLS/ELA:   
○​ L.KL.3.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 
○​ SL.PE.3.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 

and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ RL.IT.4.3. Describe the impact of individuals and events throughout the course of a text, using 
an in-depth analysis of the character, setting, or event that draws on textual evidence. 

○​ RI.MF.4.6. Use evidence to show how graphics and visuals (e.g., illustrations, charts, graphs, 
diagrams, timelines, animations) support central ideas. 

○​ RL.CT.4.8. Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes, topics and patterns of 
events in literary texts from authors of different cultures. 

○​ SL.PI.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or 
themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

○​ SL.UM.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presentations when appropriate to 
enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

○​ RL.MF.5.6. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or 
beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

○​ SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ RL.PP.5.5. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are 
described, and how that may influence the reader’s interpretation. 

○​ SL.PE.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 

○​ SL.UM.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes. 

●​ Social Studies:  
○​ 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 

people.  
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Computer Science and Design Thinking 

●​ 8.1.5.IC.1: Identify computing technologies that have impacted how artists live and work and describe 
the factors that influenced the changes. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.1.5.CR.1: Compare various ways artists give back and relate them to your strengths, 
interests, and other personal factors. 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Imitate or create people, creatures, or things 

based on observation using body and facial 
expression 

●​ Demonstrate the ability to follow a simple set 
of steps in a dramatic task. 

●​ Use body and voice to demonstrate 
knowledge of holidays and other cultural 
events. 

●​ Describe the difference between theatre and 
real life 

●​ Retell through drama and voice the plot  of a 
short story and highlight the beginning, 
middle and end using movement and voice. 

●​ Use appropriate theatre vocabulary to critique 
a live performance 

●​ Improvise to create original characters and 
environments from an existing work such as a 
fairy tale, folk tale, or story. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How does your voice change when your 

feelings change? 
●​ How does you breath change as your 

emotions change? 
●​ What do you need to know about a character 

before you can bring him or her to life? 
●​ What would you like your audience to know 

about your character? 
●​ What is a believable character? 
●​ How can changing one’s enunciation, 

projection, diction, and tone impact the way 
the audience sees the character? 

●​ How different stage and body positions 
impact the image that is being created? 

●​ Why do drama and theater practitioners use 
stage directions?  

●​ Why are stage directions important? 
●​ How does the audience’s response to a 

performance alter the way it is performed? 
●​ What makes a story dramatic? 
●​ What elements are essential in making a 

good drama? 
●​ What knowledge is necessary to design a 

scene? 
●​ How does one develop appropriate criteria to 

critique? 
●​ Why is feedback important? 
●​ How can you use feedback as a helpful tool? 
●​ How has theater impacted historical events? 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ Scripted works as needed 
●​ Facility with open space and stage 
●​ Props as needed 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Newsela 
●​ CommonLit 
●​ ReadWorks 
●​ EPIC 

 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/compsci/Docs/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
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