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Recommended Pacing Guide 

Fundamentals and Basics of Theater 10 days throughout 

Creative Expression 10 days throughout 

Historical and Cultural Context 10 days throughout 

Aesthetic Valuing 10 days throughout 

 
 

Unit 1: Fundamentals and Basics of Theater Duration: 10 days throughout​
 

 

Suggested Accommodations For All Units 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Modified Assignments 
●​ Native Language Translation (peer, online assistive technology, translation device, bilingual 

dictionary) 
●​ Extended time for assignment completion as needed 
●​ Highlight key vocabulary 
●​ Use graphic organizers 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 
●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
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●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

504 Plans: 
●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

Gifted and Talented: 
●​ Extension Activities 
●​ Conduct research and provide presentation of cultural topics 
●​ Debate topics of interest / cultural importance 
●​ Authentic listening and reading sources that provide data and support for speaking and writing 

prompts 
●​ Exploration of art and/or artists to understand society and history 
●​ Anchor Activities 
●​ Use of Higher Level Questioning Techniques 
●​ Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking 

Students in Need of Academic Support: 
●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

Economically Disadvantaged: 
●​ Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Give every student the same opportunity for success. 
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●​ Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 
●​ Provide increased  knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 
●​ Share the decision making in class. 
●​ Daily affirmations 
●​ Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 
●​ Telling students why they can succeed 

Culturally Diverse: 
●​ Involve families in student learning 
●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Build in more group work to encourage interaction with peers 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 

 

 
 

Standards/Learning Targets 

New Jersey Student Learning Focus Standards: 
●​ Identify basic elements of theatre and describe their use in a variety of theatrical performances.  

1.1.2.C.1 
●​ Express stage directions, areas of the stage, basic stage movements, and parts of a script using 

correct theatre terms (e.g., setting, costumes, plot, theme, etc.).   1.1.2.C.2 
●​ Distinguish between character, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for personal space, 

creative movement, and pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 

●​ Distinguish between characters, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for personal space, 
creative movement and pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 

●​ Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate 
objective assessments of artworks in theatre.  1.4.2.B.1 

●​ Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving response to performances. 1.4.2.B.2 

New Jersey Student Learning Supporting Standards 

●​ 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an 
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

●​ B. Critique Methodologies: 1.4.2.B.2  Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving 
responses to performances.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

●​ ELA 
○​ L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions 

when speaking and listening. 
○​ RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary 

texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/
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○​ SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

○​ SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 
○​ L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
○​ L.KL.1.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
○​ SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
○​ L.RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
○​ L.KL.2.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 
○​ SL.PE.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
●​ Social Studies:  

○​ 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 
people.  

Computer Science and Design Thinking 

●​ 8.1.2.CS.1: Select and operate computing devices that perform a variety of tasks accurately and 
quickly based on user needs and preferences. 

●​ 8.1.2.NI.2: Describe how the Internet enables individuals to connect with others worldwide.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

●​ 9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community. 
●​ 9.1.2.FP.1: Explain how emotions influence whether a person spends or saves. 

Evidence of Student Learning 

Formative Tasks: 
●​ Class participation 
● Teacher observation  
● Questioning  
● Discussion  
● Demonstration 
● Composition 
● Think-Pair-Share  
● Peer/Self-Assessment  
● Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down 
● Emoji Self-assessment Door Chart 

Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Rubric or Observation Checklist scoring 

student planning, lyrics, sheet music, or 
practice towards performance 

●​ Student self-reflection or discussion while 
planning their performance 

●​ Conversation/presentation rubric to score 
student work and presentation of final project 
or performance  

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Listening Exam 
●​ Performance 
●​ Verbal feedback 
●​ Student Critique  
●​ Individual evaluation 

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ A final benchmark assessment will be given 

that can be used to measure success with 
this unit such as a monologue performance.  
Additional performance assessments will be 
developed or chosen by the teacher. 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/compsci/Docs/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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●​ Observation ●​ Oral review of technique and vocabulary 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Imitate or create people, creatures, or things 

based on observation using body and facial 
expression 

●​ Demonstrate the ability to follow a simple set 
of steps in a dramatic task. 

●​ Use body and voice to demonstrate 
knowledge of holidays and other cultural 
events. 

●​ Describe the difference between theatre and 
real life 

●​ Retell through drama and voice the plot  of a 
short story and highlight the beginning, 
middle and end using movement and voice. 

●​ Use appropriate theatre vocabulary to 
critique a live performance 

●​ Improvise to create original characters and 
environments from an existing work such as 
a fairy tale, folk tale, or story. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How does observing people help you create 

characters? 
●​ How do actors move to express an emotion? 
●​ How are costumes different from everyday 

clothes 
●​ What are the similarities between your family 

and families found in stories? 
●​ Do all stories have a beginning, middle and 

end structure? 
●​ Why is plot important to a story? 
●​ Why are props important? 
●​ What makes theatre a unique experience? 
●​ Why is stage space necessary? 
●​ How does a performer’s vocal quality and 

movement convey a message about a 
character? 

●​ Why is is necessary to look at different 
perspectives of a story? 

●​ How are performer’s impacted by feedback? 
●​ How can different members of an audience 

have different reactions to s dramatization? 
●​ When might a critic allow their feelings to 

impact how they evaluate a dramatization? 
●​ Why are there so many plots that revolve 

around community and family stories? 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ Scripted works as needed 
●​ Facility with open space and stage 
●​ Props as needed 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Kids-level theater scripts and texts 
●​ Grade level books 
●​ Newsela 

 
 

Unit 2: Creative Expression Duration: 10 days throughout​
 

 

Suggested Accommodations For All Units 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Modified Assignments 
●​ Native Language Translation (peer, online assistive technology, translation device, bilingual 

dictionary) 
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●​ Extended time for assignment completion as needed 
●​ Highlight key vocabulary 
●​ Use graphic organizers 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 
●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

504 Plans: 
●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

Gifted and Talented: 
●​ Extension Activities 
●​ Conduct research and provide presentation of cultural topics 
●​ Debate topics of interest / cultural importance 
●​ Authentic listening and reading sources that provide data and support for speaking and writing 

prompts 
●​ Exploration of art and/or artists to understand society and history 
●​ Anchor Activities 
●​ Use of Higher Level Questioning Techniques 
●​ Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking 

Students in Need of Academic Support: 
●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
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●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

Economically Disadvantaged: 
●​ Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Give every student the same opportunity for success. 
●​ Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 
●​ Provide increased  knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 
●​ Share the decision making in class. 
●​ Daily affirmations 
●​ Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 
●​ Telling students why they can succeed 

Culturally Diverse: 
●​ Involve families in student learning 
●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Build in more group work to encourage interaction with peers 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 

 
 
 

Standards/Learning Targets 

New Jersey Student Learning Focus Standards: 
●​ Identify basic elements of theatre and describe their use in a variety of theatrical performances.  

1.1.2.C.1 
●​ Express stage directions, areas of the stage, basic stage movements, and parts of a script using 

correct theatre terms (e.g., setting, costumes, plot, theme, etc.).   1.1.2.C.2 
●​ Distinguish between character, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for personal space, 

creative movement, and pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 

●​ Distinguish between characters, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for personal space, 
creative movement and pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 
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●​ Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate objective 
assessments of artworks in theatre.  1.4.2.B.1 

●​ Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving response to performances. 1.4.2.B.2 

New Jersey Student Learning Supporting Standards 

●​ 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an 
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

●​ B. Critique Methodologies: 1.4.2.B.2  Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving 
responses to performances.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

●​ ELA 
○​ L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions 

when speaking and listening. 
○​ RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary 

texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
○​ SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
○​ SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 
○​ L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
○​ L.KL.1.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
○​ SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
○​ L.RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
○​ L.KL.2.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 
○​ SL.PE.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
●​ Social Studies:  

○​ 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 
people.  

Computer Science and Design Thinking 

●​ 8.1.2.CS.1: Select and operate computing devices that perform a variety of tasks accurately and 
quickly based on user needs and preferences. 

●​ 8.1.2.NI.2: Describe how the Internet enables individuals to connect with others worldwide.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community. 
●​ 9.1.2.FP.1: Explain how emotions influence whether a person spends or saves. 

Evidence of Student Learning 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/compsci/Docs/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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Formative Tasks: 
●​ Class participation 
● Teacher observation  
● Questioning  
● Discussion  
● Demonstration 
● Composition 
● Think-Pair-Share  
● Peer/Self-Assessment  
● Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down 
● Emoji Self-assessment Door Chart 

Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Rubric or Observation Checklist scoring 

student planning, lyrics, sheet music, or 
practice towards performance 

●​ Student self-reflection or discussion while 
planning their performance 

●​ Conversation/presentation rubric to score 
student work and presentation of final project 
or performance  

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Listening Exam 
●​ Performance 
●​ Verbal feedback 
●​ Student Critique  
●​ Individual evaluation 
●​ Observation 

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ A final benchmark assessment will be given 

that can be used to measure success with 
this unit such as a monologue performance.  
Additional performance assessments will be 
developed or chosen by the teacher. 

●​ Oral review of technique and vocabulary 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Imitate or create people, creatures, or things 

based on observation using body and facial 
expression 

●​ Demonstrate the ability to follow a simple set 
of steps in a dramatic task. 

●​ Use body and voice to demonstrate 
knowledge of holidays and other cultural 
events. 

●​ Describe the difference between theatre and 
real life 

●​ Retell through drama and voice the plot  of a 
short story and highlight the beginning, 
middle and end using movement and voice. 

●​ Use appropriate theatre vocabulary to critique 
a live performance 

●​ Improvise to create original characters and 
environments from an existing work such as a 
fairy tale, folk tale, or story. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How does observing people help you create 

characters? 
●​ How do actors move to express an emotion? 
●​ How are costumes different from everyday 

clothes 
●​ What are the similarities between your family 

and families found in stories? 
●​ Do all stories have a beginning, middle and 

end structure? 
●​ Why is plot important to a story? 
●​ Why are props important? 
●​ What makes theatre a unique experience? 
●​ Why is stage space necessary? 
●​ How does a performer’s vocal quality and 

movement convey a message about a 
character? 

●​ Why is is necessary to look at different 
perspectives of a story? 

●​ How are performer’s impacted by feedback? 
●​ How can different members of an audience 

have different reactions to s dramatization? 
●​ When might a critic allow their feelings to 

impact how they evaluate a dramatization? 
●​ Why are there so many plots that revolve 

around community and family stories? 
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Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ Scripted works as needed 
●​ Facility with open space and stage 
●​ Props as needed 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Kids-level theater scripts and texts 
●​ Grade level books 
●​ Newsela 

 
 

Unit 3: Historical and Cultural Context Duration: 10 days throughout 

 

 

Suggested Accommodations For All Units 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Modified Assignments 
●​ Native Language Translation (peer, online assistive technology, translation device, bilingual 

dictionary) 
●​ Extended time for assignment completion as needed 
●​ Highlight key vocabulary 
●​ Use graphic organizers 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 
●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

504 Plans: 
●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

Gifted and Talented: 
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●​ Extension Activities 
●​ Conduct research and provide presentation of cultural topics 
●​ Debate topics of interest / cultural importance 
●​ Authentic listening and reading sources that provide data and support for speaking and writing 

prompts 
●​ Exploration of art and/or artists to understand society and history 
●​ Anchor Activities 
●​ Use of Higher Level Questioning Techniques 
●​ Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking 

Students in Need of Academic Support: 
●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

Economically Disadvantaged: 
●​ Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Give every student the same opportunity for success. 
●​ Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 
●​ Provide increased  knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 
●​ Share the decision making in class. 
●​ Daily affirmations 
●​ Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 
●​ Telling students why they can succeed 

Culturally Diverse: 
●​ Involve families in student learning 
●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
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●​ Build in more group work to encourage interaction with peers 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 

 

Standards/Learning Targets 

New Jersey Student Learning Focus Standards: 
●​ Identify basic elements of theatre and describe their use in a variety of theatrical performances.  

1.1.2.C.1 
●​ Express stage directions, areas of the stage, basic stage movements, and parts of a script using 

correct theatre terms (e.g., setting, costumes, plot, theme, etc.).   1.1.2.C.2 
●​ Distinguish between character, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for personal space, 

creative movement, and pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 

●​ Distinguish between characters, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for personal space, 
creative movement and pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 

●​ Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate objective 
assessments of artworks in theatre.  1.4.2.B.1 

●​ Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving response to performances. 1.4.2.B.2 

New Jersey Student Learning Supporting Standards 

●​ 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an 
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

●​ B. Critique Methodologies: 1.4.2.B.2  Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving 
responses to performances.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

●​ ELA 
○​ L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions 

when speaking and listening. 
○​ RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary 

texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
○​ SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
○​ SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 
○​ L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
○​ L.KL.1.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
○​ SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
○​ L.RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
○​ L.KL.2.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 
○​ SL.PE.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/
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●​ Social Studies:  
○​ 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 

people.  

Computer Science and Design Thinking 

●​ 8.1.2.CS.1: Select and operate computing devices that perform a variety of tasks accurately and 
quickly based on user needs and preferences. 

●​ 8.1.2.NI.2: Describe how the Internet enables individuals to connect with others worldwide.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills 

●​ 9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community. 
●​ 9.1.2.FP.1: Explain how emotions influence whether a person spends or saves. 

Evidence of Student Learning 

Formative Tasks: 
●​ Class participation 
● Teacher observation  
● Questioning  
● Discussion  
● Demonstration 
● Composition 
● Think-Pair-Share  
● Peer/Self-Assessment  
● Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down 
● Emoji Self-assessment Door Chart 

Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Rubric or Observation Checklist scoring 

student planning, lyrics, sheet music, or 
practice towards performance 

●​ Student self-reflection or discussion while 
planning their performance 

●​ Conversation/presentation rubric to score 
student work and presentation of final project 
or performance  

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Listening Exam 
●​ Performance 
●​ Verbal feedback 
●​ Student Critique  
●​ Individual evaluation 
●​ Observation 

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ A final benchmark assessment will be given 

that can be used to measure success with 
this unit such as a monologue performance.  
Additional performance assessments will be 
developed or chosen by the teacher. 

●​ Oral review of technique and vocabulary 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Imitate or create people, creatures, or things 

based on observation using body and facial 
expression 

●​ Demonstrate the ability to follow a simple set 
of steps in a dramatic task. 

●​ Use body and voice to demonstrate 
knowledge of holidays and other cultural 
events. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How does observing people help you create 

characters? 
●​ How do actors move to express an emotion? 
●​ How are costumes different from everyday 

clothes 
●​ What are the similarities between your family 

and families found in stories? 
●​ Do all stories have a beginning, middle and 

end structure? 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/compsci/Docs/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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●​ Describe the difference between theatre and 
real life 

●​ Retell through drama and voice the plot  of a 
short story and highlight the beginning, 
middle and end using movement and voice. 

●​ Use appropriate theatre vocabulary to critique 
a live performance 

●​ Improvise to create original characters and 
environments from an existing work such as a 
fairy tale, folk tale, or story. 

●​ Why is plot important to a story? 
●​ Why are props important? 
●​ What makes theatre a unique experience? 
●​ Why is stage space necessary? 
●​ How does a performer’s vocal quality and 

movement convey a message about a 
character? 

●​ Why is is necessary to look at different 
perspectives of a story? 

●​ How are performer’s impacted by feedback? 
●​ How can different members of an audience 

have different reactions to s dramatization? 
●​ When might a critic allow their feelings to 

impact how they evaluate a dramatization? 
●​ Why are there so many plots that revolve 

around community and family stories? 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ Scripted works as needed 
●​ Facility with open space and stage 
●​ Props as needed 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Kids-level theater scripts and texts 
●​ Grade level books 
●​ Newsela 

 
 

Unit 4: Aesthetic Valuing Duration: 10 days throughout​
 

 

Suggested Accommodations For All Units 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Modified Assignments 
●​ Native Language Translation (peer, online assistive technology, translation device, bilingual 

dictionary) 
●​ Extended time for assignment completion as needed 
●​ Highlight key vocabulary 
●​ Use graphic organizers 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 
●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
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●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

504 Plans: 
●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

Gifted and Talented: 
●​ Extension Activities 
●​ Conduct research and provide presentation of cultural topics 
●​ Debate topics of interest / cultural importance 
●​ Authentic listening and reading sources that provide data and support for speaking and writing 

prompts 
●​ Exploration of art and/or artists to understand society and history 
●​ Anchor Activities 
●​ Use of Higher Level Questioning Techniques 
●​ Provide assessments at a higher level of thinking 

Students in Need of Academic Support: 
●​ Pair visual prompts with verbal presentations 
●​ Ask students to restate information, directions, and assignments. 
●​ Repetition and and practice 
●​ Model skills / techniques to be mastered.   
●​ Extended time to complete class work 
●​ Provide copy of class notes  
●​ Preferential seating to be mutually determined by the student and teacher 
●​ Student may request to use a computer to complete assignments. 
●​ Establish expectations for correct spelling on assignments. 
●​ Extra textbooks for home. 
●​ Student may request books on tape / CD / digital media, as available and appropriate.  
●​ Assign a peer helper in the class setting 
●​ Provide oral reminders and check student work during independent work time 
●​ Assist student with long and short term planning of assignments 
●​ Encourage student to proofread assignments and tests 
●​ Provide regular parent/ school communication 
●​ Teachers will check/sign student agenda daily 
●​ Student requires use of other assistive technology device 

Economically Disadvantaged: 
●​ Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  
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●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Give every student the same opportunity for success. 
●​ Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 
●​ Provide increased  knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 
●​ Share the decision making in class. 
●​ Daily affirmations 
●​ Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 
●​ Telling students why they can succeed 

Culturally Diverse: 
●​ Involve families in student learning 
●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Build in more group work to encourage interaction with peers 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 

 

Standards/Learning Targets 

New Jersey Student Learning Focus Standards: 
●​ Identify basic elements of theatre and describe their use in a variety of theatrical performances.  

1.1.2.C.1 
●​ Express stage directions, areas of the stage, basic stage movements, and parts of a script using 

correct theatre terms (e.g., setting, costumes, plot, theme, etc.).   1.1.2.C.2 
●​ Distinguish between character, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for personal space, 

creative movement, and pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 

●​ Distinguish between characters, actors, and the self by demonstrating respect for personal space, 
creative movement and pantomime skills while interacting with others in creative drama and 
storytelling. 1.1.2.C.3 

●​ Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate objective 
assessments of artworks in theatre.  1.4.2.B.1 

●​ Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving response to performances. 1.4.2.B.2 

New Jersey Student Learning Supporting Standards 

●​ 1.4 Aesthetic Responses & Critique Methodologies: All students will demonstrate and apply an 
understanding of arts philosophies, judgment, and analysis to works of art in dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art.  

●​ B. Critique Methodologies: 1.4.2.B.2  Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving 
responses to performances.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 

●​ ELA 
○​ L.KL.K.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions 

when speaking and listening. 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/
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○​ RL.CI.K.2. With prompting and support, identify the central message and retell familiar literary 
texts, including key details (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 

○​ SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

○​ SL.AS.K.6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly. 
○​ L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
○​ L.KL.1.1. With prompting and support, develop knowledge of language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
○​ SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
○​ L.RF.2.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
○​ L.KL.2.1. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 

listening. 
○​ SL.PE.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 

topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
●​ Social Studies:  

○​ 6.1.4.D.13 Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 
people.  

Computer Science and Design Thinking 

●​ 8.1.2.CS.1: Select and operate computing devices that perform a variety of tasks accurately and 
quickly based on user needs and preferences. 

●​ 8.1.2.NI.2: Describe how the Internet enables individuals to connect with others worldwide.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps. 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills  

●​ 9.1.2.CR.1: Recognize ways to volunteer in the classroom, school and community. 
●​ 9.1.2.FP.1: Explain how emotions influence whether a person spends or saves. 

Evidence of Student Learning 

Formative Tasks: 
●​ Class participation 
● Teacher observation  
● Questioning  
● Discussion  
● Demonstration 
● Composition 
● Think-Pair-Share  
● Peer/Self-Assessment  
● Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down 
● Emoji Self-assessment Door Chart 

Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Rubric or Observation Checklist scoring 

student planning, lyrics, sheet music, or 
practice towards performance 

●​ Student self-reflection or discussion while 
planning their performance 

●​ Conversation/presentation rubric to score 
student work and presentation of final project 
or performance  

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Listening Exam 
●​ Performance 
●​ Verbal feedback 

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ A final benchmark assessment will be given 

that can be used to measure success with 
this unit such as a monologue performance.  

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/compsci/Docs/2020%20NJSLS-CSDT.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/clicks/Docs/2020NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
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●​ Student Critique  
●​ Individual evaluation 
●​ Observation 

Additional performance assessments will be 
developed or chosen by the teacher. 

●​ Oral review of technique and vocabulary 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Imitate or create people, creatures, or things 

based on observation using body and facial 
expression 

●​ Demonstrate the ability to follow a simple set 
of steps in a dramatic task. 

●​ Use body and voice to demonstrate 
knowledge of holidays and other cultural 
events. 

●​ Describe the difference between theatre and 
real life 

●​ Retell through drama and voice the plot  of a 
short story and highlight the beginning, 
middle and end using movement and voice. 

●​ Use appropriate theatre vocabulary to critique 
a live performance 

●​ Improvise to create original characters and 
environments from an existing work such as a 
fairy tale, folk tale, or story. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ How does observing people help you create 

characters? 
●​ How do actors move to express an emotion? 
●​ How are costumes different from everyday 

clothes 
●​ What are the similarities between your family 

and families found in stories? 
●​ Do all stories have a beginning, middle and 

end structure? 
●​ Why is plot important to a story? 
●​ Why are props important? 
●​ What makes theatre a unique experience? 
●​ Why is stage space necessary? 
●​ How does a performer’s vocal quality and 

movement convey a message about a 
character? 

●​ Why is is necessary to look at different 
perspectives of a story? 

●​ How are performer’s impacted by feedback? 
●​ How can different members of an audience 

have different reactions to s dramatization? 
●​ When might a critic allow their feelings to 

impact how they evaluate a dramatization? 
●​ Why are there so many plots that revolve 

around community and family stories? 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ Scripted works as needed 
●​ Facility with open space and stage 
●​ Props as needed 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Kids-level theater scripts and texts 
●​ Grade level books 
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