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Recommended Pacing Guide 

Elements of Art 10 - 15 days throughout 

Creating to Communicate 10 - 15 days throughout 

Responding 10 - 15 days throughout 

Connecting 10 - 15 day throughout 

 
 
 

Unit 1: Elements of Art Duration:10-15 Days​
 

 

Suggested Accommodations 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Provide clear and specific directions 
●​ Model directions and provide gestures to increase understanding 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 
●​ Create a nurturing environment with structured routines 
●​ Provide immediate praise and feedback 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 
●​ Follow specific IEP accommodations and modifications 
●​ Strategic grouping (Guided Reading, Strategy Groups) 
●​ Pre-teach concepts 
●​ Small group for assessments 
●​ Check in’s during group collaboration to help refocus 
●​ Allow alternate assignments and assessments -- project-based, etc. 

504 Plans: 
●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

Gifted and Talented: 
●​ Student developed extension activities 
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●​ Self centered curriculum allowing for student choice 
●​ Provide a complex physical environment with access to lots of materials, reference books, textures, 

and colors 
●​ Promote creativity and critical thinking 

Students in Need of Academic Support: 
●​ Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 
●​ Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 
●​ Offer encouragement and understanding 
●​ Give choice to provide a sense of control 
●​ Reinforce positive behaviors and recognize student talents 

Economically Disadvantaged: 
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Build supportive relationships, provide positive guidance, foster hope and optimism, and take time for 

affirmation and celebration. 
Culturally Diverse: 

●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Provide immediate praise and feedback 
●​ Create a nurturing environment with structured routines 
●​ Provide visuals 

 
Amistad Law: N.J.S.A. 18A 52:16A-88 Every board of education shall incorporate the information regarding 
the contributions of AfricanAmericans to our country in an appropriate place in the curriculum of elementary 
and secondary school students.  
 
Holocaust Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-28 Every board of education shall include instruction on the Holocaust and 
genocides in an appropriate place in the curriculum of all elementary and secondary school pupils. The 
instruction shall further emphasize the personal responsibility that each citizen bears to fight racism and 
hatred whenever and wherever it happens. 
 
Diversity and Inclusion Law: N.J.S.A. 18A:35-4.36a Each school district shall incorporate instruction on 
diversity and inclusion in an appropriate place in the curriculum of students in grades kindergarten through 
12 as part of the district’s implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards. 
 

 
 

Standards/Learning Targets 

New Jersey Student Learning Focus Standards: 
●​ 1.1 The Creative Process:  
●​ 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  
●​ 1.3 Performance 
●​ 1.4A Aesthetic Responses 
●​ 1.4B Critique Methodologies 

New Jersey Student Learning Supporting Standards: 
●​ 1.1 The Creative Process:  
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○​ 1.1.2.D.2  
●​ 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  

○​ 1.2.2.A.1  
○​ 1.2.2.A.2  

●​ 1.3 Performance:  
○​ 1.3.2.D.1  
○​ 1.3.2.D.2  
○​ 1.3.2.D.3  
○​ 1.3.2.D.4 
○​ 1.3.2.D.5  

●​ 1.4A Aesthetic Responses:  
○​ 1.4.2.A.2  
○​ 1.4.2.A.4  

●​ 1.4B Critique Methodologies: 
○​  1.4.2.B.1 
○​  1.4.2.B.3  

Primary Interdisciplinary Connections: 
ELA Standards  

●​ SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking turns 
speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

●​ SL.II.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other 
media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something 
is not understood. 

●​ SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that 
is not understood. 

●​ SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and 
texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple 
exchanges. 
C.  Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

●​ SL.ES.1.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is not understood. 

●​ SL.AS.1.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
●​ SL.PE.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and 

texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their explicit comments to the remarks of others. 
C.  Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 

●​ SL.ES.2.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, 
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue. 

●​ SL.AS.2.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 
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requested detail or clarification. 
 
Math Standards 

●​ K.M.A. Describe and compare measurable attributes 
●​ K.G.A. Identify and describe shapes (squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, cubes, cones, 

cylinders, and spheres). 
●​ 1.M.A. Measure lengths indirectly and by iterating length units. 
●​ 1.G.A. Reason with shapes and their attributes. 
●​ 2.M.A. Measure and estimate lengths in standard units. 
●​ 2.G.A. Reason with shapes and their attributes. 

Computer Science and Design Thinking Standards: 
●​ 8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.1: Model daily processes by creating and following algorithms to complete tasks.  
●​ 8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills: 
●​ 9.4.2.CT.3: Use a variety of types of thinking to solve problems (e.g., inductive, deductive). 
●​ 9.4.2.TL.6: Illustrate and communicate ideas and stories using multiple digital tools (e.g., SL.2.5.).  
●​ Demonstrate creativity and innovation: Students regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new 

and different ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve 
their organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to issues, 
tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest value. They seek 
new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to apply those ideas to their 
own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand how to bring innovation to an 
organization.  

Formative Tasks: 
●​ Identify the basic elements of art in diverse 

types of artwork.  
●​ Create works of art using the basic elements 

of color, line, shape, form, texture and space, 
as well as a variety of art mediums and 
application methods.  

●​ Create a work of art that is based on 
observation of nature.  

●​ Use imagination to create an illustration using 
the basic elements of art to tell a story 
through progression. 

●​ Students will identify warm and cool colors 
and shades and tints and understand how 
color affects mood and how it can be used to 
communicate. 

Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Teacher Check-In Notes                                     
●​ Group/individual oral assessment 
●​ Class critique                                                   
●​ Self-Assessment 
●​ Class Participation                                             
●​ Rubric/checklist for completion and 

understanding 
 

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Construct a triptych, telling a story through 

progression, incorporating the art elements.  

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ Oral review of techniques and vocabulary 
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●​ Illustrate a lighthouse comparing and 
contrasting shape and form, using pastel.  

●​ Mix various values of color and use in a 
painting.  

●​ Use a selection of papers to create a jungle 
with a variety of shape and form, through 
paper manipulation.  

●​ Illustrate a person in an activity showing 
awareness of proportion and movement. 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Artists need the elements of art to create any 

type of artwork.  
●​ Knowledge of art vocabulary is an essential 

tool for creating and discussing art.  
●​ Review of elements:  

○​ A Color wheel is a tool artists use to 
see the relationships of colors.  

○​ There are six basic lines in art: 
vertical, horizontal, diagonal, curved, 
zigzag and broken.  

○​ There are two categories of shapes, 
geometric and free-form. Springfield 
Township School District Curriculum 
Guide Grade 2 Content Area: Visual 
Art  

○​ A form is a 3-dimensional object with 
height, width and depth.  

○​ Actual texture is the way something 
feels. Visual texture is the way 
something looks like it should feel. 

●​ Additional color theory;  
○​ Color can affect mood and be used to 

communicate thoughts and ideas.  
○​ Warm colors are red, orange and 

yellow. They appear to come forward 
in space.  

○​ Cool colors are blue, green and 
purple. They seem to recede in space.  

○​ A tint is a mixture of a color with white.  
○​ A shade is a mixture of a color with 

black.  
●​ We can find the elements of art all around 

nature.  
●​ Artists are inspired by nature.  
●​ There are many ways that artists use the 

elements to communicate through their art.  

Essential Questions: 
●​ How do artists communicate with the 

elements of art?  
●​ How does learning the language of art make 

you a better artist? 
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●​ We use our own imagination when 
interpreting and creating art. 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ The Art of Education 

The Art of Education 
●​ Deep Space Sparkle Deep Space Sparkle 
●​ Cassie Stephens 

Cassie Stephens 
●​ TinkCAD 

https://www.tinkercad.com/ 
●​ Artsonia 

 https://www.artsonia.com/ 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Newsela 
●​ CommonLit 
●​ ReadWorks 
●​ EPIC 

 

 
 
 

Unit 2: Creating to Communicate Duration: 10 -15 Days Throughout​
 

 

Suggested Accommodations 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Provide clear and specific directions 
●​ Model directions and provide gestures to increase understanding 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 
●​ Create a nurturing environment with structured routines 
●​ Provide immediate praise and feedback 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 
●​ Follow specific IEP accommodations and modifications 
●​ Strategic grouping (Guided Reading, Strategy Groups) 
●​ Pre-teach concepts 
●​ Small group for assessments 
●​ Check in’s during group collaboration to help refocus 
●​ Allow alternate assignments and assessments -- project-based, etc. 

504 Plans: 
●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

Gifted and Talented: 
●​ Student developed extension activities 
●​ Self centered curriculum allowing for student choice 
●​ Provide a complex physical environment with access to lots of materials, reference books, textures, 

and colors 
●​ Promote creativity and critical thinking 

Students in Need of Academic Support: 
●​ Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

 

https://www.theartofed.com/
https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/
https://cassiestephens.blogspot.com/
https://www.tinkercad.com/
https://www.artsonia.com/
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●​ Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 
●​ Offer encouragement and understanding 
●​ Give choice to provide a sense of control 
●​ Reinforce positive behaviors and recognize student talents 

Economically Disadvantaged: 
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Build supportive relationships, provide positive guidance, foster hope and optimism, and take time for 

affirmation and celebration. 
Culturally Diverse: 

●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Provide immediate praise and feedback 
●​ Create a nurturing environment with structured routines 
●​ Provide visuals 

 

 

Standards/Learning Targets 

New Jersey Student Learning Focus Standards: 
●​ 1.1   The Creative Process:  
●​ 1.2   History of the Arts and Culture:  
●​ 1.3   Performance 
●​ 1.4A Aesthetic Responses 
●​ 1.4B Critique Methodologies 

New Jersey Student Learning Supporting Standards: 
●​ 1.1 The Creative Process:  

○​ 1.1.2.D.1 
○​ 1.1.2.D.2  

●​ 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  
○​ 1.2.2.A.1  
○​ 1.2.2.A.2  

●​ 1.3 Performance:  
○​ 1.3.2.D.1  
○​ 1.3.2.D.2  
○​ 1.3.2.D.3  
○​ 1.3.2.D.4 
○​ 1.3.2.D.5  

●​ 1.4A Aesthetic Responses:  
○​ 1.4.2.A.1 
○​ 1.4.2.A.2  
○​ 1.4.2.A.3 
○​ 1.4.2.A.4  

●​ 1.4B Critique Methodologies: 
○​  1.4.2.B.1 
○​  1.4.2.B.3  
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Primary Interdisciplinary Connections: 
ELA Standards  

●​ SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking turns 
speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

●​ SL.II.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other 
media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something 
is not understood. 

●​ SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that 
is not understood. 

●​ SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and 
texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple 
exchanges. 
C.  Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

●​ SL.ES.1.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is not understood. 

●​ SL.AS.1.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
●​ SL.PE.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and 

texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their explicit comments to the remarks of others. 
C.  Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 

●​ SL.ES.2.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, 
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue. 

●​ SL.AS.2.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 
requested detail or clarification. 

 
Math Standards 

●​ K.M.A. Describe and compare measurable attributes 
●​ K.G.A. Identify and describe shapes (squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, cubes, cones, 

cylinders, and spheres). 
●​ 1.M.A. Measure lengths indirectly and by iterating length units. 
●​ 1.G.A. Reason with shapes and their attributes. 
●​ 2.M.A. Measure and estimate lengths in standard units. 
●​ 2.G.A. Reason with shapes and their attributes. 

Computer Science and Design Thinking Standards: 
●​ 8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.1: Model daily processes by creating and following algorithms to complete tasks.  
●​ 8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations 
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Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills: 
●​ 9.4.2.CT.3: Use a variety of types of thinking to solve problems (e.g., inductive, deductive). 
●​ 9.4.2.TL.6: Illustrate and communicate ideas and stories using multiple digital tools (e.g., SL.2.5.).  
●​ Demonstrate creativity and innovation: Students regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new 

and different ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve 
their organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to issues, 
tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest value. They seek 
new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to apply those ideas to their 
own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand how to bring innovation to an 
organization.  

MEDIA ARTS 

Anchor Standard 1: Conceptualizing and generating ideas. 

 1.2.2.Cr1a: Discover, share and express ideas for media artworks through experimentation, sketching and 
modeling. 
 ● 1.2.2.Cr1b: Brainstorm and improvise multiple ideas using a variety of tools, methods and materials.  
● 1.2.2.Cr1c: Explore form ideas for media art production with support. 
 ● 1.2.2.Cr1d: Connect and apply ideas for media art production. 
 ● 1.2.2.Cr1e: Choose ideas to create plans for media art production 
Enduring Understanding: Media arts use a variety of sources such as imagination and creative processes to 
inspire and transform concepts and ideas into artistic expression.  
Essential Questions: How do media artists generate ideas and formulate artistic intent? How does 
collaboration expand and affect the creative process? How can creative risks be encouraged? 
Anchor Standard 2: Organizing and developing ideas. 

1.2.2.Cr2a: Explore form ideas for media art production with support. 
 ● 1.2.2.Cr2b: Connect and apply ideas for media art production. 
 ● 1.2.2.Cr2c: Choose ideas to create plans for media art production 
Enduring Understanding: Media artists plan, organize and develop creative ideas that can effectively realize 
the artistic intent and communicate meaningMedia arts use a variety of sources such as imagination and 
creative processes to inspire and transform concepts and ideas into artistic expression.  
Essential Questions: How do media artists work? How do media artists and designers determine whether a 
particular direction in their work would be effective? How do media artists learn from trial and error? 
Anchor Standard 3: Refining and completing products. 

● 1.2.2.Cr3a: Create and assemble content for media arts productions, identifying basic principles (e.g., 
pattern, positioning, attention, and repetition.)  
● 1.2.2.Cr3b: Identify and describe the effects of altering, refining and completing media artworks.  
Enduring Understanding:  
The forming, integration and refinement of aesthetic components, principles and processes creates purpose, 
meaning and artistic quality in media artworks. 
Essential Questions 
How can an artist construct a media artwork that conveys purpose, meaning and artistic quality? How do 
media artists improve/refine their work? 

Formative Tasks: Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Teacher Check-In Notes                                     
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●​ Demonstrate creating form from shape to 
create beads to use for wearable art.  

●​ Explore pigment mixing and defined shape to 
use in a Bark Painting.  

●​ Demonstrate the ability to change a shape to 
a form in an Asian-style puppet.  

●​ Explore symmetry and color in Polish paper 
cuts.  

●​ Demonstrate an awareness of the process of 
weaving to lock paper through manipulation.  

●​ Explore a bamboo brush and the different 
techniques that may be used to paint.  

●​ Demonstrate the ability to create a form from 
malleable clay using techniques (pinch and 
coil) as well as scoring to join clay bodies. 

●​ Implementation of TInkerCAD / Minecraft 
Educ.Ed. to design forms 

●​ Translation of computer generated ideas into 
3D real world forms via 3D printing /  media 
use 

●​ Group/individual oral assessment 
●​ Class critique                                                   
●​ Self-Assessment 
●​ Class Participation                                             
●​ Rubric/checklist for completion and 

understanding 
 

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Create a Native American style of wearable 

art constructed of beads made from shapes 
rolled into forms and strung using pattern, for 
use in a celebration. 

●​ Design and paint a Mexican bark painting 
using pigment mixing and contour line after 
exploring the culture.  

●​ Construct a puppet from a shape folded into a 
form with awareness of the Chinese culture 
and its influence on paper arts.  

●​ Create Symmetrical Polish paper cuttings 
with an awareness of the historical and 
cultural origin of the art.  

●​ Weave a Scandinavian style artwork with a 
cultural awareness.  

●​ Use bamboo brushes to paint using line with 
awareness of the influence and technique of 
the Asian culture.  

●​ Use clay to construct a clay vessel using a 
pinch and coil method and with an awareness 
of historical and cultural Origins of clay work. 

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ Oral review of techniques and vocabulary  

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ There are connections between visual art and 

daily life.  

Essential Questions: 
●​ Why do people make art?  
●​ How can art be functional?  
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●​ People of all cultures have created Art 
throughout time.  

●​ Many cultures have their own purposes and 
styles of art. 

●​ You can recognize the art of certain cultures 
by their unique colors, patterns, methods and 
materials.  

●​ Artists of all cultures use their own 
experiences to create works of art.  

●​ Art that has a use is called Functional Art. 
●​ Weaving and pottery are functional art forms. 
●​ Coil pottery is a traditional art form from the 

Native American culture. Good craftsmanship 
in the techniques of coil building, scoring and 
wedging is important for creating a strong 
vessel.  

●​ There are many different cultures that weave 
and many different methods, materials and 
uses for weavings.  

●​ Some artists use symbols in their artwork to 
communicate beliefs, stories, thoughts and 
ideas. 

 

●​ Does art have the same purpose in every 
culture?  

 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ The Art of Education 

The Art of Education 
●​ Deep Space Sparkle Deep Space Sparkle 
●​ Cassie Stephens 

Cassie Stephens 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Newsela 
●​ CommonLit 
●​ ReadWorks 
●​ EPIC 

 
 
 

Unit 3: Responding 
(Introduction to the Methods of Critique) 

Duration:10 - 15 days throughout 

 
 

Suggested Accommodations 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Provide clear and specific directions 
●​ Model directions and provide gestures to increase understanding 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 
●​ Create a nurturing environment with structured routines 
●​ Provide immediate praise and feedback 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 
●​ Follow specific IEP accommodations and modifications 
●​ Strategic grouping (Guided Reading, Strategy Groups) 

 

https://www.theartofed.com/
https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/
https://cassiestephens.blogspot.com/
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●​ Pre-teach concepts 
●​ Small group for assessments 
●​ Check in’s during group collaboration to help refocus 
●​ Allow alternate assignments and assessments -- project-based, etc. 

504 Plans: 
●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 
●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

Gifted and Talented: 
●​ Student developed extension activities 
●​ Self centered curriculum allowing for student choice 
●​ Provide a complex physical environment with access to lots of materials, reference books, textures, 

and colors 
●​ Promote creativity and critical thinking 

Students in Need of Academic Support: 
●​ Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 
●​ Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 
●​ Offer encouragement and understanding 
●​ Give choice to provide a sense of control 
●​ Reinforce positive behaviors and recognize student talents 

Economically Disadvantaged: 
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Build supportive relationships, provide positive guidance, foster hope and optimism, and take time for 

affirmation and celebration. 
Culturally Diverse: 

●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Provide immediate praise and feedback 
●​ Create a nurturing environment with structured routines 
●​ Provide visuals 

 

 

Standards/Learning Targets 

New Jersey Student Learning Focus Standards: 
●​ 1.1  The Creative Process:  
●​ 1.2   History of the Arts and Culture:  
●​ 1.3   Performance 
●​ 1.4A Aesthetic Responses 
●​ 1.4B Critique Methodologies 

New Jersey Student Learning Supporting Standards: 
●​ 1.1 The Creative Process:  

○​ 1.1.2.D.1 
○​ 1.1.2.D.2  

●​ 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  
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○​ 1.2.2.A.1  
○​ 1.2.2.A.2  

●​ 1.3 Performance:  
○​ 1.3.2.D.3  

●​ 1.4A Aesthetic Responses:  
○​ 1.4.2.A.1 
○​ 1.4.2.A.2  
○​ 1.4.2.A.4  

●​ 1.4B Critique Methodologies: 
○​ 1.4.2.B.1 
○​ 1.4.2.B.2 
○​ 1.4.2.B.3 

Primary Interdisciplinary Connections: 
ELA Standards  

●​ SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking turns 
speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

●​ SL.II.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other 
media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something 
is not understood. 

●​ SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that 
is not understood. 

●​ SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and 
texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple 
exchanges. 
C.  Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

●​ SL.ES.1.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is not understood. 

●​ SL.AS.1.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
●​ SL.PE.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and 

texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their explicit comments to the remarks of others. 
C.  Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 

●​ SL.ES.2.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, 
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue. 

●​ SL.AS.2.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 
requested detail or clarification. 

 
Math Standards 

●​ K.M.A. Describe and compare measurable attributes 
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●​ K.G.A. Identify and describe shapes (squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, cubes, cones, 
cylinders, and spheres). 

●​ 1.M.A. Measure lengths indirectly and by iterating length units. 
●​ 1.G.A. Reason with shapes and their attributes. 
●​ 2.M.A. Measure and estimate lengths in standard units. 
●​ 2.G.A. Reason with shapes and their attributes. 

Computer Science and Design Thinking Standards: 
●​ 8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.1: Model daily processes by creating and following algorithms to complete tasks.  
●​ 8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills: 
●​ 9.4.2.CT.3: Use a variety of types of thinking to solve problems (e.g., inductive, deductive). 
●​ 9.4.2.TL.6: Illustrate and communicate ideas and stories using multiple digital tools (e.g., SL.2.5.).  
●​ Demonstrate creativity and innovation: Students regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new 

and different ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve 
their organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to issues, 
tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest value. They seek 
new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to apply those ideas to their 
own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand how to bring innovation to an 
organization.  

Evidence of Student Learning 

Formative Tasks: 
●​ Describe initial responses to what is seen in 

an artwork based on observation.  
●​ Analyze the basic elements and principles 

used in an artwork.  
●​ Identify media, techniques and processes 

used to create the artwork. Interpret the 
artist’s meaning, mood or symbolism.  

●​ Judge the quality of the artwork and offer 
explanations for their opinion.  

●​ Understand how individuals can have 
different opinions toward works of art.  

●​ Respond to, respect and learn from the 
informed reactions of their peers. 

Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Teacher Check-In Notes                                     
●​ Group/individual oral assessment 
●​ Class critique                                                   
●​ Self-Assessment 
●​ Class Participation                                             
●​ Rubric/checklist for completion and 

understanding 
 

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Critique works of art by describing what 

students see, analyzing basic elements and 
principles of art, interpreting the artists 
meaning, mood or symbolism and making an 
informed judgment of the artworks 
merit-(ongoing) 

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ Oral Presentation 
●​ Open-ended question responses with 

drawings 
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Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Critique is a positive tool. When we critique a 

work of art, we gain a better understanding of 
its meaning.  

●​ The first step of critique is to look at a work of 
art and describe exactly what you see.  

●​ Step two is to look closer at the work and 
Analyze what elements were used and how 
they were organized.  

●​ Step three is to interpret what the artist was 
trying to express.  

●​ Step four is to make a judgment, or opinion 
about the quality of the work.  

●​ Individuals can have different opinions toward 
works of Art. 

Essential Questions: 
●​ Why do we critique art?  
●​ How do we critique art?  
●​ Why do people have different opinions about 

art? 
 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ The Art of Education 

The Art of Education 
●​ Deep Space Sparkle Deep Space Sparkle 
●​ Cassie Stephens 

Cassie Stephens 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Newsela 
●​ CommonLit 
●​ ReadWorks 
●​ EPIC 

 

 
 

Unit 4: Connecting Duration: 10 - 15 days throughout​
 

 

Suggested Accommodations 

Multilingual Learners: 
●​ Provide clear and specific directions 
●​ Model directions and provide gestures to increase understanding 
●​ Show photos, videos, and definitions when possible for culturally unique vocabulary 
●​ Create a nurturing environment with structured routines 
●​ Provide immediate praise and feedback 

Special Education/Students with Disabilities: 
●​ Follow specific IEP accommodations and modifications 
●​ Strategic grouping (Guided Reading, Strategy Groups) 
●​ Pre-teach concepts 
●​ Small group for assessments 
●​ Check in’s during group collaboration to help refocus 
●​ Allow alternate assignments and assessments -- project-based, etc. 

504 Plans: 
●​ Follow specific 504 accommodations and modifications 

 

https://www.theartofed.com/
https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/
https://cassiestephens.blogspot.com/
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●​ Preferential Seating 
●​ Extended time on tests and assignments 
●​ Restate directions 

Gifted and Talented: 
●​ Student developed extension activities 
●​ Self centered curriculum allowing for student choice 
●​ Provide a complex physical environment with access to lots of materials, reference books, textures, 

and colors 
●​ Promote creativity and critical thinking 

Students in Need of Academic Support: 
●​ Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 
●​ Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 
●​ Offer encouragement and understanding 
●​ Give choice to provide a sense of control 
●​ Reinforce positive behaviors and recognize student talents 

Economically Disadvantaged: 
●​ Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 
●​ Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  
●​ Create ways for students to share their emotions 
●​ Build supportive relationships, provide positive guidance, foster hope and optimism, and take time for 

affirmation and celebration. 
Culturally Diverse: 

●​ Provide social/emotional support 
●​ Respect cultural traditions 
●​ Provide immediate praise and feedback 
●​ Create a nurturing environment with structured routines 
●​ Provide visuals 

 

 
 

Standards/Learning Targets 

New Jersey Student Learning Focus Standards: 
●​ 1.1  The Creative Process:  
●​ 1.2   History of the Arts and Culture:  
●​ 1.3   Performance 
●​ 1.4A Aesthetic Responses 
●​ 1.4B Critique Methodologies 

New Jersey Student Learning Supporting Standards: 
●​ 1.1 The Creative Process:  

○​ 1.1.2.D.1 
○​ 1.1.2.D.2  

●​ 1.2 History of the Arts and Culture:  
○​ 1.2.2.A.1  
○​ 1.2.2.A.2  

●​ 1.3 Performance:  
○​ 1.3.2.D.1  
○​ 1.3.2.D.2  
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○​ 1.3.2.D.3  
○​ 1.3.2.D.4 
○​ 1.3.2.D.5  

●​ 1.4A Aesthetic Responses:  
○​ 1.4.2.A.1 
○​ 1.4.2.A.2  
○​ 1.4.2.A.4  

●​ 1.4B Critique Methodologies: 
○​  1.4.2.B.1 
○​  1.4.2.B.3  

Primary Interdisciplinary Connections: 
ELA Standards  

●​ SL.PE.K.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care and taking turns 
speaking about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Continue a conversation through multiple exchanges. 

●​ SL.II.K.2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other 
media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification if something 
is not understood. 

●​ SL.ES.K.3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something that 
is not understood. 

●​ SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and 
texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the comments of others through multiple 
exchanges. 
C.  Ask questions to clear up any confusion about the topics and texts under discussion. 

●​ SL.ES.1.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional 
information or clarify something that is not understood. 

●​ SL.AS.1.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
●​ SL.PE.2.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and 

texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
A.  Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to 
others with care, speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 
B.  Build on others' talk in conversations by linking their explicit comments to the remarks of others. 
C.  Ask for clarification and further explanation as needed about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 

●​ SL.ES.2.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to clarify comprehension, 
gather additional information, or deepen understanding of a topic or issue. 

●​ SL.AS.2.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation in order to provide 
requested detail or clarification. 

 
Math Standards 

●​ K.M.A. Describe and compare measurable attributes 
●​ K.G.A. Identify and describe shapes (squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, cubes, cones, 

cylinders, and spheres). 
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●​ 1.M.A. Measure lengths indirectly and by iterating length units. 
●​ 1.G.A. Reason with shapes and their attributes. 
●​ 2.M.A. Measure and estimate lengths in standard units. 
●​ 2.G.A. Reason with shapes and their attributes. 

Computer Science and Design Thinking Standards: 
●​ 8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.4: Break down a task into a sequence of steps.  
●​ 8.1.2.AP.1: Model daily processes by creating and following algorithms to complete tasks.  
●​ 8.1.2.DA.3: Identify and describe patterns in data visualizations 

Career Readiness, Life Literacies, and Key Skills: 
●​ 9.4.2.CT.3: Use a variety of types of thinking to solve problems (e.g., inductive, deductive). 
●​ 9.4.2.TL.6: Illustrate and communicate ideas and stories using multiple digital tools (e.g., SL.2.5.).  
●​ Demonstrate creativity and innovation: Students regularly think of ideas that solve problems in new 

and different ways, and they contribute those ideas in a useful and productive manner to improve 
their organization. They can consider unconventional ideas and suggestions as solutions to issues, 
tasks or problems, and they discern which ideas and suggestions will add greatest value. They seek 
new methods, practices, and ideas from a variety of sources and seek to apply those ideas to their 
own workplace. They take action on their ideas and understand how to bring innovation to an 
organization.  

Evidence of Student Learning 

Formative Tasks: 
●​ Identify and utilize the Principles of Balance, 

Emphasis, Pattern, Proportion and Unity in 
works of art.  

●​ Utilize the rules of perspective (horizon line, 
vanishing point and proportion) to create the 
illusion of depth in a landscape.  

●​ Recognize the background, foreground and 
middleground in different artworks, and use 
this knowledge to design a landscape 
composition.  

●​ Develop observational skills by studying and 
reproducing the elements and principles seen 
in artworks and objects from nature.  

●​ Demonstrate the ability to design an artwork 
with symmetry.  

●​ Apply the principles of proportion, balance, 
emphasis and unity in artwork. 

Alternative Assessments: 
●​ Teacher Check-In Notes                                     
●​ Group/individual oral assessment 
●​ Class critique                                                   
●​ Self-Assessment 
●​ Class Participation                                             
●​ Rubric/checklist for completion and 

understanding 
 

Summative Assessments: 
●​ Use fiber to create a variety of line-types in a 

balanced fiber artwork.  
●​ Use actual texture to create rubbings for a 

landscape composition showing the three 
ground fields.  

Benchmark Assessments: 
●​ Oral Presentation 
●​ Open-ended question responses with 

drawings 
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●​ Use line in a relief manner to be used for 
rubbings in frottage.  

●​ Create a triptych showing progression in a 
visual manner.  

●​ Use the hand as a tool to create line work in 
monotypes.  

●​ Use observation skills to create a still-life of 
flowers using the fingers to tear the needed 
shapes and folding the paper to create 
symmetry.  

●​ Use symmetry and negative shape to create 
compositions with colored translucent paper 
in the negative spaces. 

●​ Line and shape are used in a Starry Night 
crayon resist artwork where the stars relay 
the student’s name.  

●​ Form is used in the construction of a 
coil/pinch technique using clay. 

Knowledge & Skills 

Enduring Understandings: 
●​ Introduction to the Principles of Design 

Balance is the visual weight in a work of art.  
●​ Symmetrical Balance is when there is equal 

balance on either side of an imaginary line.  
●​ Asymmetrical Balance is when the sides are 

different but still has the same visual weight.  
●​ Radial Balance is when similar elements are 

arranged around a central point.  
●​  Visual Art: 

○​ Emphasis is the part of the design that 
catches the viewer’s attention, the 
center-of-interest, the focal point.  

○​ Pattern is the repetition of lines, 
shapes and colors repeated in a 
planned way.  

○​ Proportion is when all parts of the 
design relate well with each other.  

○​ Unity is the feeling of harmony 
between all parts of the artwork 
creating a sense of wholeness or 
completeness.  

○​ Artists can use perspective to trick the 
viewer’s eyes by creating depth or an 
illusion of space in an artwork.  

○​ Background is the area of the picture 
that is behind most of the objects in 
the picture.  

Essential Questions: 
●​ What can we see when we look at art? 
●​ How can art trick our eyes?  
●​ Where in nature do we see patterns?  
●​ Where in nature do we see symmetry? 
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○​ Foreground is the area of a picture 
that appears to be the closest to the 
viewer.  

○​ Middle ground is the area of the 
picture that is between the 
background and the foreground.  

○​ Horizon line is the imaginary line that 
divides the sky and the ground.  

○​ Vanishing Point is the point on the 
horizon line where all the lines moving 
back into a space seem to meet.  

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials 

Suggested Activities/Resources: 
●​ The Art of Education 

https://www.theartofed.com/ 
●​ Deep Space Sparkle 

https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/ 
●​ Cassie Stephens 

https://cassiestephens.blogspot.com/ 
 

Varied Levels of Text:  
●​ Newsela 
●​ CommonLit 
●​ ReadWorks 
●​ EPIC 

 

 
 

 

https://www.theartofed.com/
https://www.deepspacesparkle.com/
https://cassiestephens.blogspot.com/
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