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Dear RCDS Alumni,

After another eventful year 
at The Rumson Country Day 
School, we have plenty to 
celebrate.

This fall marked the official 
debut of several new spaces 
on campus, thoughtfully 
designed to align with our 
Strategic Plan. What was 

once the Little Gym is now home to a stunning new Library that 
blends the original design of our historic campus with modern 
amenities. Our Innovation Lab quickly became a favorite 
destination for students across all grade levels to design, create, 
test, and bring bold ideas to life through hands-on learning. We 
also unveiled an updated Woodshop, enhancing a cherished 
RCDS tradition that dates back to 1928. The feedback has been 
overwhelmingly positive, and we’re already seeing how these 
environments spark creativity, encourage collaboration, and 
strengthen critical thinking while igniting a passion for lifelong 
learning in our students. We welcome you to visit us to see 
them firsthand!

This year’s achievements at RCDS extend far beyond our new 
facilities. We hosted a record-breaking Rummage Sale with 
more student involvement than ever before, showcasing the 
strength of our community. Our youngest learners participated 
in a new partnership with Sticks and Sprouts, an enrichment 
program that fosters critical 21st-century skills through outdoor 
exploration. Students attained top scores on the National Latin, 
Spanish, and French Exams. Eighth graders earned recognition 
from The New York Times for outstanding writing skills, and our 
alumni continue to make us proud, committing to some of the 
nation’s most competitive secondary schools and colleges. 
RCDS graduates are excelling in both their personal and 
professional paths, which you can read all about in this 
newsletter.

As we celebrate all that makes RCDS special, I want to remind 
you that our alumni are at the heart of it all. Whether you join us 
for an event on campus or simply drop us a note to let us know 
where life has taken you, your connection to this community 
matters. You will always be a part of the RCDS family. 

Enjoy the remaining days of summer, and hope to see you on 
campus soon.

Respectfully,

Dr. Carson T. Smith, P ’22, ’27
Head of School

Our youngest learners explore books in the new Library.

Student volunteers guide campers from Rising Treetops on a personal Rummage 
shopping experience.

Members of the Class of 2025 celebrate at commencement.

Upper School students bring ideas to life in the new Woodshop.



On Friday, June 6th we proudly celebrated the Class of 2025 with all the tradition and joy that Commencement at RCDS 
brings. Long-time Trustee Jeff Cruz delivered a powerful and heartfelt address, reminding graduates that their RCDS 
experience and moral compass, built on The Four Pillars, will guide them far in life.

Eighth-grade speaker Victoria Maroney followed with a similar sentiment, sharing:

8th Grade Athletic Awards 
Penelope Devine and Ella Macaluso
The Blake Award 
Victoria Maroney
The Swede Joseph Chevalier Memorial Award 
Lukas Peck

The Second Highest Scholarship Award 
Hailey Fallon

The Highest Scholarship Award 
Cara Frankenfield

The Trustees’ Prize 
Hailey Fallon

CELEBRATING THE CLASS OF 2025

COMMENCEMENT AWARD RECIPIENTS

“�Our foundation here at RCDS has been built on the Four Pillars: Kind, Honest, 
Responsible and Respectful. These Pillars aren’t just words; they have become 
part of us. They are WHO WE ARE. As we move on from middle school, those 
Pillars will stay with us, even when everything else starts to change.”

In RCDS tradition, several students were honored with awards for their outstanding achievements.
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Q: What was your initial reaction when you found out you 

were named valedictorian?

Meredith: I was a little surprised, but mostly just excited. When 
it was announced to the entire community and I went up to 
receive the award, I remember seeing my parents and my best 
friend from RCDS and my entire class from Trinity standing and 
applauding. It was just such a special moment to see the love 
and the support that I have. It is something that I’ll never forget. 
I am really grateful.

Q: What do you think has been the key to your academic 

success?

Meredith: Time management and intellectual curiosity. I pushed 
myself in school, not because I wanted to do it for the grade, or 
to be able to say that I was taking hard classes, or because I 
thought that maybe my GPA would be better weighted for 
valedictorian. It was because I was genuinely excited to learn. It 
is a lot of work to take all those challenging classes, and I was 
also very involved in many other things in my community so all 
of the things that fall under time management are very 

important as well—organization, knowing when to start 
studying or when to take a break to reset.

Q: How did RCDS help shape who you are today?

Meredith: RCDS played a big role in giving me all the tools that I 
needed to succeed. Most importantly, it gave me confidence 
and the ability to feel comfortable being challenged. I learned 
that I could do hard things. Having the smaller class sizes and 
being so close with my peers and teachers, many that I still talk 
to today, gave me the confidence to speak up in class, ask 
questions, and ask for support. That made my transition from 
RCDS to Trinity Hall feel seamless.

Q: Were there any teachers or experiences in particular from 

RCDS that made a lasting impact on you?

Meredith: Oh goodness. I could be here all night talking about 
that! I had Mrs. Horner as both a teacher and advisor. She 
helped me grow into myself, not only as a writer and as a 
student, but also as a person. The confidence that she helped 
me find in class translated to my life outside of the classroom as 
well. And Mr. Horner—his class was probably one of the most 

The Making of a Valedictorian:
A Q&A WITH MEREDITH HARMON ’21

At The Rumson Country Day School, we believe in preparing students for life. Meredith Harmon, RCDS 
Class of 2021, is a shining example of how an RCDS foundation leads to excellent outcomes. She is 
a self-described lover of learning, a devoted daughter and sister, and a natural leader inspired by 
curiosity and faith. Recently named Valedictorian of Trinity Hall’s Class of 2025 and inducted into the 
Cum Laude Society, Meredith reflects on the foundation that RCDS gave her, her academic journey, 
and what’s next. 
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The Brownstone catches up with two “RCDS Lifers” 
who attended The Rumson Country Day School,  
Nursery to Grade 8.

Gator Grads 
Innovate & Invent 

Alexander Hovnanian ’04 is 
using his creativity and 
education (Phi Beta Kappa 
University of Pennsylvania, 
MBA from Harvard Business 
School) to transform the 
homebuilding industry. He 
credits RCDS for providing 
an environment where he 
could take risks and explore 
new ideas. 

challenging classes that I’ve taken to date. The standard that  
he set for us—it instilled work ethic in me. And Madam Ronzier. 
She gave me the lowest grade that I’ve ever received, and I  
still remember it because it was such an important lesson for 
me. She was one of the first teachers that taught me the 
importance of mistakes. That’s something that I’ve struggled 
with, striving for perfection, and she taught me that perfection 
is the enemy of progress. And Campy, of course. He made 
every student feel like they mattered. That’s the kind of 
teachers that are at RCDS.

Q: What advice would you give to current RCDS students?

Meredith: Don’t be afraid to make mistakes. Mistakes are the 
best way that any of us learn. If you find joy in the process of 
learning and don’t just do it to get the 100, you’re going to find 
yourself much happier and more present in every area of your 
life. Life is not perfect. So, how can you expect your academic 
career to be the same?

Q: What’s next for you?

Meredith: I’ll be majoring in mathematics at the University of 
Virginia and I hope to minor in French. I would love to go to 
medical school and not only continue my learning, because I 
love school and I love to learn, but also be in a role where I can 
serve others. I unfortunately lost my younger cousin to a very 
rare disease and the doctors made what was one of the darkest 
times for my family a better experience. If I could become a 
doctor and make what is really hard for someone just a little bit 
easier—that’s my goal right now.

Q: What does being an RCDS alumna mean to you?

Meredith: Being part of the RCDS community was one of the 
biggest blessings of my life. I met some of my best friends at 
RCDS and we then went to Trinity Hall together. There’s an 
unspoken bond between us. I hope someday, if it’s a part of my 
plan and my purpose to have kids, to hopefully be able to send 
them to RCDS as well. Once a Gator, always a Gator, right?

Blake Goodwyn ’09 and his three partners invented Pyri, an 
award-winning, bio-inspired early warning wildfire detection 
system. Learn how Blake, a mechanical engineer with 
degrees from Cornell University and the Royal College of Art 
and Imperial College London, developed his creative spark. 

Isabel Martens ’21, Elizabeth Farrington ’21, Olivia Eckert ’21, Meredith Harmon 
’21, Ava DiPiero ’21, and Claire Leibee ’21 celebrate Trinity Hall’s Senior Skirt Day, 
a tradition where seniors showcase their college commitments by adding custom 
logos to their skirts.

SCAN THE QR CODE  
TO READ  
ALEXANDER’S STORY.

SCAN THE QR CODE  
TO READ  
BLAKE’S STORY.
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Catching Up 
With Campy
Whether he’s cheering from the sidelines, 
grabbing ice cream, or hitting the golf 
course, Coach Campy has been busy catch-
ing up with RCDS alumni and friends!
Pictured with Paul “Campy” Campanella are:

1. Timmy McCooey ’23, Trey Croddick ’15, Jack Bilancione ’17, 
and Connor Spagnuola ’18 at the Navesink Country Club   
2. Ben Eisenstadt ’11 and Greg Elsas ’11 at Amy’s Omelette 
House 3. Cate Sullivan ’22 at RFH Field Hockey 4. Christian 
Diehl ’23 and Michael Malia ’23 at the Gators Giving Alumni 
Dinner 5. Coach Brian Campanella, Gus Lyle ’22, and Gavin 
Mishkin ’22 at a Charity Flag Football Game 6. Arielle Nimoh 
’22, Amelia Mullins ’22, Juliette Weisbord ’22, and Cate Sullivan 
’22 at the Gators Giving Alumni Dinner 7. Beau Devine ’22 and 
Finn Carlston ’22 at RFH Football 8. Danny Tsimbinos ’21,  
Andy Cerussi ’21, and Henry Melconian ’21 at Pebble Creek  
9. Danny Tsimbinos ’21 at CBA Signing 10. Drew Frankel ’16 at 
Murphy’s Tavern 11. Emerson Fry ’21 at Nicholas Creamery  
12. Matthew Bovo ’24 at Blake Gymnasium 13. Finn Carton ’21, 
Cassidy Carton ’23, and Richard O’Day ’22 at Peddie-Blair Day 
14. Jack Reiss ’23 at the Reiss residence 15. Lila Masserio ’24 
at Lawrenceville Lacrosse 16. Matt Kaye ’15, Sarah Kaye ’18, 
and Andrew Kaye ’13 at the Kaye residence 17. Pete Sheehan 
’01 and Malcolm Severance ’00 at the RCDS Alumni Cocktail 
Party 18. Megan Alpert ’19 and Emma Alpert ’21 at the Alpert 
residence 19. Meredith Harmon ’21, Claire Leibee ’21, and Olivia 
Eckert ’21 at Alice’s Kitchen 20. Mr. and Mrs. Horner, Jackson 
Reid ’11, Tim Morales ’11, Sam Mannino ’16, and Hunter Reid ’16 
at Murphy’s Tavern 21. Oliver Jones ’23, Matthew Bovo ’24, and 
Robbie Nicolosi ’23 at CBA Basketball 22. Pierce Weiss ’22 and 
Bo Popham ’21 at Delbarton Lacrosse 23. Ronald Gale ’75 at the 
RCDS Alumni Cocktail Party 24. Sam Eisenstadt ’11 and family 
in Asbury Park 25. Sarah Rodrigues ’21, Samantha Wetmore 
’24, and Sadie Lawrence ’23 at Peddie vs. Lawrenceville Day  
26. RCDS Trustee 
Sharon Lee, P ’03 at 
the Faculty and Staff 
Cocktail Party at Salt 
Creek Grille 27. Winnie 
Popham ’22 at Trinity 
Hall Lacrosse

WANT TO  
CONNECT  

WITH CAMPY? 
Contact him at 

pcampanella@rcds.org  
to make a plan!
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Make a Gift
Your gift to RCDS supports educational excellence and 
enriches every aspect of our students’ experiences. It’s 
an investment in both our students and the 
extraordinary teachers who guide them. During this 
year’s Class Day, we proudly honored faculty and staff 
celebrating service milestones—a powerful reminder of 
their unwavering commitment to RCDS and its mission.

Alex Kain ’04 graduated from 
Indiana University in 2012 with 
a B.S. in Finance. He earned 
his MBA from the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Wharton 
School in 2018 and is now a 
partner at Talisman Capital 
Partners in Columbus, Ohio. 
Alex and his wife Annie are 
the proud parents of Harvey, 
Margo, Lucy, and Simon.

Mollie Lonardo ’13 graduated 
from Quinnipiac University 
in 2017. She now lives in 
Boston, is an Executive 
Assistant at Piper Sandler, 
an investment bank, and 
embarked on a 10-day visit to 
Israel with Birthright this year. 

Hunter Lord 
’15 graduated 
from the 
Florida 
Institute of 
Technology 

in Melbourne, FL, where he 
studied aviation. After working 
as a flight instructor for about 
nine months, he began his 
career as a corporate pilot in 
Greenville, SC, flying a Lear 
75. Each year, he returns to 
Dallas for retraining to 
maintain his certification.

Luke Devlin 
’17 competed 
for Dickinson 
College in  
the NCAA 
Division III 

Lacrosse National Championship 

against Tufts University at 
Gillette Stadium.

Josh Harmon 
’17 plays a 
vital role in 
the Fellowship 
of Christian 
Athletes 

(FCA) as a Huddle Leader, 
mentoring and guiding a 
group of athletes in their  
faith journey. This fall, he  
led the largest FCA Huddle 
that Hamilton College has 
ever had.

Sarah Silbert 
’17 placed 
second in  
the 2024 
Marketing 

Case Competition hosted by 
the New Orleans Chapter of 
the American Marketing 
Association. The competition 
offers undergraduate students 
valuable real-world experience 
as they develop marketing 
strategies for local businesses. 
Sarah is currently studying at 
Tulane University’s Freeman 
School of Business.

Jack McCarren 
’18 is a 
standout 
talent on the 
Kenyon lax 
team. Last 

season, he was selected for 
the Third Team All-NCAC 
Honors with 25 goals, 10 
assists, and 11 ground balls.

Bryce Devlin ’19 earned 
an esteemed internship 
with Verger Capital 
Management this spring.

Arabella English ’20 
founded and leads Hearts 
for Hope, a student-run club 
at Sacred Heart University 
that supports children with 
cancer and their families 
through acts of kindness 
and service, including a 
recent fundraiser that raised 
over $1,500 for St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital. 

Biz Farrington ’21 is making 
her mark as a young journalist 
as a staff writer at The Two 
River Times. This fall, she’ll 
take the next step in her 
writing journey as she begins 
studying journalism at the 
University of Wisconsin.

Emilio Bedoya 
’22 scored  
the overtime 
game-winning 
goal that 
secured 

Shattuck-St. Mary’s 16U AAA 
team a spot in the National 
Championship, a title they 
went on to win.

Beau Devine 
’22, Finn 
Carlston ’22, 
and Jaxson 
Momplaisir 
’23 were key 

contributors to RFH’s football 

team during an unforgettable 
season. The Bulldogs secured 
their first undefeated record 
since 1959 and captured the 
school’s very first state 
championship.

Gus Lyle ’22 
was inducted 
into the 
Spanish 
National 
Honor Society 

and honored with both the NJ 
Scholarship Award and the 
Saint Anselm College Book 
Award, which recognizes a 
student for exceptional 
leadership qualities and 
academic excellence. 

Amelia Mullens ’22 received 
the Wake Forest Book Award, 
which is presented to a junior 
who has demonstrated a 
commitment to learning 
and exemplifies the ideals 
of the university motto, 
Pro Humanitate, through 
an emphasis on moral 
character, community 
service, and leadership.

Arielle Nimoh 
’22 earned 
second place 
in the Rumson 
St. Patrick’s 

Day Parade Michael J. Larkin 
Memorial Irish Essay Contest.

ALUM NOTES
Share Your News at www.rcds.org/alumninews

 �Earned an award?
 �Been named captain?
 �Set a school record?
 �Been inducted into the 
National Honor Society?

 �Landed an internship?
 �Got married?
 �Had a baby?
 �Been inducted to the  
Phi Beta Kappa Society?

10 Years of Service 
Shanyn Champeau

19 Years of Service 
Bill Lamb



20 Years of Service
Melissa Petersen

25 Years of Service
Jeff Utz

30 Years of Service
Manny Castro

RCDS CLASS OF 2021 
STUDENT-ATHLETE 
COMMITMENTS

Cam Feiler ’21 
committed to 
continuing his track and 
field career at Wake 
Forest University.

Danny Tsimbinos ’21 
committed to play 
baseball at The Catholic 
University of America. 

Emilio Bedoya ’22 
committed to play 
Division I hockey at Yale 
University.

Max Menkowitz ’22 
committed to play 
lacrosse at Swarthmore 
College.

Winton (Winnie) 
Popham ’22 committed 
to play lacrosse at 
Loyola University 
(Baltimore).

Vincent Raphalian ’21 
committed to play 
lacrosse at Tufts 
University.

Kathryn Smith ’22 
committed to play field 
hockey and lacrosse at 
Williams College.

Aidan Lawrence ’21 
committed to play 
soccer at Washington 
and Lee University.

There are many reasons to celebrate our alumni. Each of your stories is a chapter in 
our School’s legacy, and your accomplishments resonate as a source of pride, 
inspiration, and a testament to the transformative power of an RCDS education.  
Don’t forget to keep us in the loop! www.rcds.org/alumninews

Anna 
Petersen ’22 
was elected 
captain of the 
Red Bank 
Regional field 

hockey team as a junior. A 
dedicated two-sport varsity 
athlete, Anna earned Class B 
North All-Division honors and 
set new RBR records in the 
long jump (16'4.25") and the 
300m (42.15). She was 
honored with the NJ Senator’s 
Athletic Excellence Award for 
her achievements on and off 
the field.

Sean DeMeulemeester ’23 
participated in Rutgers’ 
Waksman Student Scholars 
Program, conducting 
authentic research in 
molecular biology and 
bioinformatics. His team 
successfully analyzed 
the mRNA population of 
duckweed to determine 
which genes are expressed in 
this organism and how they 
compare to expressed genes 
from other species. His team 
was successful in the DNA 
sequencing, and their work 
was published in GenBank, 
an NIH international database 
of all known DNA sequences 
for other scientists to study.

Christian 
Diehl ’23 
made his 
mark as an 
offensive 
lineman on 

the Delbarton football team. 
He also holds a unique role as 
scribe for Delbarton assistant 
coach and New York Jets 
legend Nick Mangold.

Oliver Jones ’23 was 
inducted into the National 
Latin Honor Society at 
Christian Brothers Academy, 
recognizing his outstanding 
achievement and dedication 
to the study of Latin.

Timmy 
McCooey ’23 
had a standout 
season as the 
kicker for the 
Canterbury 

Saints football team.

Chloe Melconian ’23 
participated in a Lawrenceville 
Community Action Project, 
volunteering weekly at 
Princeton Nursery School to 
teach and play with young 
children. She also helped 
raise over $1,000 for JBWS, 
a nonprofit supporting 
individuals in New Jersey 
affected by abuse.

Drew 
Marturano 
’24 earned an 
Honorable 
Mention in 
the New York 

Post Scholars Contest, 
presented by Command 
Education, for his compelling 
article, “Badly Behaved 
Parents Ruin Play—and Should 
Be Ejected.” A rising 
sophomore at The Pingry 
School, Drew has his sights 
set on a future career in 
sports management.

Samantha 
Wetmore ’24 
donated $500 
(as the Class 
of 1994  
Jane Denny 

Community Service Award 
recipient) to Lala and Mimi’s 
Pajama Project, an organization 
founded by Peddie alumni 
that provides essential 
bedtime comfort to children 
in need across NJ. Now a 
rising sophomore at the 
Peddie School, Samantha is a 
dedicated three-sport varsity 
athlete in field hockey, 
basketball, and lacrosse, and 
remains committed to 
community service.
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Alumni Snapshots
1. Rick Gerweck ’75, Jim Carpenter 
’75, Valerie Ros ’75, Joe Studholme 
’75, Ned Lloyd ’75, Ryland Burnett 
’75, Jon Kelsey ’75, Lissa Crichton ’75, 
Bob Boyle ’75, Chip Rogers ’75, Ron 
Gale ’75, Joe Kyrillos ’75, and Ahni 
Margenau ’75 continue celebrations 
after their 50th reunion.

2. Ron Gale ’75, Chip Rogers ’75, Jon 

Kelsey ’75, Jim Carpenter ’75, Joe 
Kyrillos ’75, and Bob Boyle ’75 continue 
celebrations after their 50th reunion.

3. Henry Miller ’11 visits Mr. Horner.

4. Jack Devlin ’15 and Luke Devlin ’17 
in Prague over Thanksgiving break.

5. Asher Kucich ’24, Kayla Ostrow ’24, 
Kate O’Brien ’24, and Drew Marturano 
’24 return to campus to visit students, 

faculty, and staff.

6. Members from the classes of ’74, ’75, 
and ’76 joined us for a reunion in April.

7. Samantha Wetmore ’24 and Piper 
Choate ’24 return to campus.

8. Henry Devlin ’17 and Campbell 
Devlin ’15 volunteer at The Bowery 
Mission in NYC.

1. 2.

4.

3.

5.

6.
7.

8.
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Help Us Stay in Touch!
As we gear up for our 100-year anniversary, make sure you’re part of the celebrations! Scan the QR code to 
ensure we have your most up-to-date contact information and stay informed of special events ahead. 

REMEMBERING SUZY POST, P ’83, ’85: 
Devoted Parent, Board Member, and Colleague

It is with heavy hearts, we share the 
passing of beloved RCDS community 
member Suzy Post, P ’83, ’85. Mrs. Post 
began her involvement with RCDS in 1974 
as a parent and went on to serve the School 
in nearly every capacity, from Parent 
Council and Board of Trustees to Director of 
Admissions and Alumni Relations, until she 

retired from the Board of Trustees in 2020. 
Widely regarded as the heart of the 
Development Office, the RCDS community 
remembers her warmth, dedication, and 
unwavering belief in the School’s mission. 
Her legacy lives on in the enduring spirit of 
community she helped cultivate here at 
The Rumson Country Day School.

SAVE THE DATE: 
Thursday, November 6th  

7th-8th Grade  
Powder Puff Game and  

Chili Cook-off
Join us for this spirited tradition,  

catch up with friends, and  
savor award-winning chili!

CALLING RCDS CLASSES OF  
’22, ’23, ’24, ’25:

SAVE THE DATE!
Monday, November 24th 

Young Alumni  
GatorsGiving Dinner

Join us for a Thanksgiving feast and 
reconnect with classmates and faculty!



35 Bellevue Avenue
Rumson, NJ 07760

Name
Address

Boston College
Brown University

Catholic University
College of Charleston
Cornell University (2)

Emory University
Endicott College

Fairfield University
Fordham University

Laboratory Institute of  
Merchandising College

New York University
Ohio State University

Pennsylvania  
State University

Providence College
St. Andrew’s (Scotland)

Syracuse University
University of Florida

University of Michigan
University of Miami (2)

University of Notre Dame

University of Pittsburgh
University of Richmond

University of Utah
University of Virginia (2)

University of Wisconsin (2)

Villanova University (4)
Washington and Lee 

University
Wake Forest University (2)

Blair Academy
Christian Brothers Academy

Ranney School

Red Bank Catholic High School
Red Bank Regional High School -  

Engineering Academy

Red Bank Regional High School -  
Finance Academy

Rumson-Fair Haven High School

St. John Vianney High School
St. Rose High School

Trinity Hall

WISHING THE CLASS OF 2021 GREAT SUCCESS
Our graduates will matriculate to these colleges and universities:

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2025! 
We can’t wait to see what Gators do next at their chosen secondary schools:

“Our RCDS girls who graduate from Trinity Hall are 
regularly accepted to the best colleges and universities 
in the nation, earning thousands of dollars in merit 
scholarships. RCDS lays a strong foundation for a life of 

academic achievement.” 
—Theresa Kiernan, Trinity Hall Head of School

“We strive to build a cohesive and connected community 
of kind, high-character students who will contribute in 
meaningful ways. RCDS students not only bring exactly 
this to our campus, but also an academic acumen and 

willingness to engage in the myriad opportunities to push 
themselves and grow in our challenging, but supportive 
environment.” 

—Teddy Wenner, Blair Academy Dean of Enrollment

“When Rumson Country Day graduates join the CBA 
community, their thirst for discovery stands out 
immediately. In the classroom their intellectual curiosity 

pushes them to make thoughtful inquiries, enriching the learning 
experience for all. Their well rounded foundation from RCDS is 
evidenced through their desire to better understand those with 
backgrounds different than their own, leading a number of them 
to participate in our service immersion program, from which they 
bring back a desire to continue making positive impacts in 
society.” 

—R. Ross Fales, President, Christian Brothers Academy

RCDS GRADUATES TOP HIGH SCHOOLS AGREE.SHINE—


