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= Snap a photo 



Your JCHS Counseling Team

Stay Connected!

Instagram: @creekcounselors

• A-De: Mr. DeRosso

• Dh-Ji: Mrs. Dreyer

• Jo-Mao: Ms. Taylor

• Mar-Sal: Mr. Giles

• Sam-Z: Ms. Bartley 



Applying to College 101

(If you are not applying to a 4-year 
institution hang tight… we got you!)



“Where Should I Apply? Which Option is 
Right for Me?”

■ Put down all schools you may be interested in and consider these factors:

– GPA

– Cost

– Location

– Test Scores

– Freshman Profile

■ Dream/Reach School (Less than 30% chance of admission)

– One or two schools

■ Good Fit/Target Schools (30% to 60% chance of admission)

– Two to four schools

■ Safety/Backup Schools (Greater than 60% chance of admission)

– One or two schools



Important Application Terms

■ Rolling Cycle

– Admissions decisions usually made within 6 weeks of submitting application. 

■ Early Action / Admission / Notification

– Receive a decision earlier than standard response date BUT are NOT required to accept 
admission offer or make a deposit prior to May 1.

■ Early Decision = BINDING

– Commit to enroll at selected college if admitted and offered a satisfactory financial aid 

package. Application deadlines are usually in November - December with a mid-to-late 
December notification. You can only apply to one Early Decision school.

■ Regular Decision

– Receive a decision at standard response date.

■ Super Scoring

– Combining your best portion of each SAT or ACT taken to create the best overall score 
possible.



“How Do I 
Read My 
Transcript?”

View 

your GPA

Total Credits 
Earned

Current 

Courses You 

Are Taking

Your 

Cumulative 

GPA weighted 

& unweighted.

Students can access an unofficial copy of their transcript through 

Infinite Campus under Menu → Documents



“What is my GPA? Which do I use?”

Types of GPA Calculations:

Weighted: Includes 7 points added for 

Honors, AP, & DE courses in FCS.

Unweighted: Removes 7 points added for 

Honors, AP, & DE courses in FCS.

Core: Only grades for Math, Science, 

Language Arts, Social Studies, & World 

Languages (sometimes additional AP classes 

will be considered).

Cumulative: All classes listed on your high 

school transcript.

DO NOT recalculate your GPA. When 

applying to schools, report the weighted 
cumulative GPA listed on the top left of 
your transcript. Every college/university 

calculates GPA differently. If done 

incorrectly, it could negatively impact 
your application. 



How to Request an Official Transcript?

Submit ALL college 

applications through 

Common App

Submit an application 

through the College’s 

individual website

Transcripts processed 

through Common App by 

adding the college to 

your list in your account

Request your transcript through 

https://fultonga.scriborder.com/

If school is not in 

Common App



Senior Class of 2026
Application Information

Please use this information when you submit college applications:

– Total number of students at JCHS: 1789

– Total number of students in senior class: 431

**Report your Weighted Cumulative GPA when asked 
for your GPA on all applications**

 **DO NOT RECALCULATE THIS**

– Colleges understand we use a 100-point scale instead of a 
4.0 scale.

– JCHS does NOT report student rankings.

– Put N/A if asked on application.



Reminder:

We do NOT recalculate 

your GPA for you on a 4.0 

scale! Your official GPA is 

out of 100.00.



Why? 
They aren’t ready yet! There is a lot that has 
to be checked on transcripts to make sure 
there are no errors and that they are ready 

to be sent… this takes time ☺

We will not send transcripts 

until mid-September

**************



Reminder:

Teacher & Counselor deadlines are 

not the same as the student’s 

deadlines for college applications. 

Staff have additional days to submit 

materials. 



Tomorrow’s topics …

Letters of Recommendation

Senior Brag Sheet

Next Steps to work on

FAFSA, HOPE Scholarships & Grants 



HOW TO SET 
UP YOUR 
COMMON 

APP
Common App provides a detailed and 

helpful user guide to help!



Things For Seniors to 
know:

■ First Pep Rally: Friday the 29th -wear White, meet at 
Cinderella stairs! 

■ Gladiator Army Shirts on sale next week! 

■ Have your sport, club, or fine art sponsor send us 
your schedule!

■ Your parking spot number is your responsibility

■ Any school administered standardized test (psat, 

sat, act, AP's, etc) will required your school issued 
device.

■ Graduation is Thursday, May 14th at 7:30pm at Gas 
South Arena.

■ Grad Fees are $175 until October 31st – look for 
email with info and flyer from 3rd Ascent 
(www.3rdAscent.com)
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= Snap a photo 



CLASS OF 
2026 SAT 

SCHOOL DAY

WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 8
(TENTATIVE)



Types of Scholarships

• Institutional Scholarships - Aid offered by college

• Some are automatic consideration with college application & 
others may require a separate scholarship application.

• Pay attention to deadlines.

• Private Scholarships - Found through companies, community groups, 
etc.

• Some schools will allow students to stack scholarships, while others will 
not. It is best to check the school's financial aid website for 
clarification.

• Merit-Based vs Need-Based

• Merit-Based: Financial aid based on academic, athletic, or some 
other type of achievement

• Need-Based: Reserved for low-income students.



“What is HOPE/Zell Miller?” - GAFutures.org
 
• All core classes are used for calculations 

(English, Math, Science, Social Studies, & 
World Language).

• GPA’s are not rounded (2.999 is not a 3.0).

• 4.0 credits of rigor requirements must be met 
for both HOPE and Zell Miller. 

• HOPE Rigor Courses offered at JCHS can be 
found at: 
https://johnscreek.fultonschools.org/students
-families/jchs-counseling/college-career-
resources/hope-zell-miller-scholarships

• Your HOPE GPA is different than your JCHS 
GPA. Final calculations are conducted by GA 
Student Finance Commission after the student 
graduates. JCHS does not calculate the HOPE 
GPA. Use GAfutures.org to check your HOPE 
GPA.

HOPE

• 3.0 GPA as 

calculated by 

HOPE

• MUST complete 

the FAFSA or 

GSFApps

ZELL MILLER

• 3.7 GPA as 

calculated by HOPE

• 1200 SAT 

(Combined)/25 ACT 

(Composite)

• MUST complete the 

FAFSA or GSFApps
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HOPE/Zell Miller GPA – GAfutures

You will need your Social Security Number (SSN) to login to your account. If it says 

"records not found" when you go to view your HOPE gpa, that means the school does not 

have your SSN on file. Bring in your SSN card to the counseling office and we will make a 

copy to add to your file to upload to GAfutures.



FAFSA

• Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

• Required for HOPE/Zell Miller.

• Strongly encouraged to fill out every year – never know what you 

may qualify for!

• Apply as soon as possible. Schools and states often use FAFSA 

information to award scholarships and their deadlines vary.

• Need Social Security number on file at JCHS for HOPE.

• Must be submitted to JCHS no later than February 1st.

• How much $ you receive depends on many factors including: cost of 

attendance, expected family contribution, year in school, enrollment 

status, etc.



FAFSA Resources

• Parent and student will complete the application online at studentaid.gov 

• Financial Aid Basics/Definitions: www.gafutures.org/federal-aid-

scholarships/financial-aid-basics/

• FAFSA Checklists & How-To Guides/Videos: www.gafutures.org/federal-aid-

scholarships/fafsa/ 

• Upcoming financial aid workshop for parents in October from community 

partner Peachtree College Planning. Registration link will be shared later.

***Important***

FAFSA opens in October.
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Scholarship Search Tools

• College Board Scholarship Opportunities: https://opportunity.collegeboard.org

• Enter to win monthly drawings for scholarships just by completing steps for college 

applications!

• Fastweb.com 

• cappex.com

• goingmerry.com

• scholarships.com

• unigo.com

• Gafutures.org → Federal Aid & Scholarships → Scholarship Search



Letters of 
Recommendation

■ Reach out to selected teachers before 
requesting in application/adding their 
information. 

– Best to ask in person. 

– Have resume ready in case they need a 
copy.

– Write a thank you card or email after. 

■ Pay attention to the type of recommendation 
required

– Coach ≠ Teacher 

■ Teacher recommenders ideally should be 
from 11th or 12th grade from a CORE class

– Able to talk about the type of student 
you are now

■ Request at least 2 weeks before college 
application deadline!! (Earlier is better ☺)

■ If you need a counselor rec, you must 
complete the senior brag sheet by 
September 5th!



How to add a Recommender in 
Common App

Don't add a recommender in your 

application until you talk to them in 

person first!



FERPA

• On your applications you will be asked to waive FERPA

• Family Educational Rights and Privacy ACT (FERPA) is a law that gives you rights to your 
educational records. Your applications, including your letter of recommendations, become 
part of your records. 

• Waiving FERPA means you are giving up your right to view your letters of recommendations.

• WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

• If colleges see that you can view your letters of recommendation, they will question if the 
contents of the letter are truthful and reliable. 

• Waiving FERPA helps uphold the integrity of the letters. 

• If you do not waive FERPA, we will not be able to write you 
a letter of recommendation.



Georgia Match

• Georgia Match is a direct admissions program in 
Georgia that helps high school seniors identify 
which University System of Georgia (USG) and 
Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) 
institutions they are academically eligible to 
attend.

• For more information, please scan the following 

QR code to see the potential success of your 
future: 



Senior Brag Sheet

• Only send to your counselor if the college is 

requiring a LOR from your school counselor

• Email completed brag sheet to your 

counselor with the following subject line:

❖ Last Name, First Name Brag Sheet

• Attach as a pdf

• The file should be no more than four pages

• Let the counselors know if there is anything 

specific you want us to highlight on your 

letter of recommendation

• Due by 9/5/202



HOPE GRANT

• Available to Georgia residents who are working towards a certificate or diploma at 
an eligible in-state college or university

• No high school GPA requirement. Must meet U.S. citizenship & residency 
requirements.

HOPE Career Grant
• Available to HOPE-Grant qualified students who enroll in select majors that are 

specifically aligned with high-demand jobs in Georgia (i.e., more jobs available than 
there are skilled workers to fill them). 

• Examples of current eligible programs include: Computer Programming, Movie 
Production Set Design, Practical Nursing, Early Childhood Care & Education, and 
Certified Engineer Assistant. See full list at link below and on gafutures.org.

• See eligibility requirements for HOPE Grant: www.tcsg.edu/free-tuition/ 

http://www.tcsg.edu/free-tuition/
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If you are not 
applying to a 

4-year 
college…

Come chat with us & let's 

explore:

■ The Military

■ Trade School

■ A Gap Year

■ The Work Force





Remember to follow us on social 
media to stay up to date!

Instagram: 

@creekcounselors



Senior To-Do 
List:

Finalize college list you’re applying to

Establish testing plan if needed & schedule ACT or 
SAT

Start applications
*Pay attention to deadline type 

(Early decision, rolling, etc.)

Ask teachers for recommendations 

Research scholarships, apply for FAFSA 

Complete senior brag sheet by 9/5



SENIOR 
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Help session☺ Help us, help you
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