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San Mateo High teacher Miguel Appleman (center) and two students accepted one of the schools’ Standout Awards at the SMCOE
Sustainable and Climate Ready School Awards.

Sale of Plastic Water Bottles Ban: On April 24, 2025 the SMUHSD Board unanimously
approved a resolution banning the sale of single-use plastic water bottles on all of its
campuses. Sustainability Committee Members presented the proposal to the Board.

California Green Ribbon Schools Designation: In April, the California Department of
Education's Green Ribbon Schools (ED-GRS) recognized SMUHSD as a 2025 California Green
Ribbon School District Sustainability Honoree. The California Green Ribbon Award honors
schools, school districts, and Institutes of Higher Education for excellence in resource efficiency,
health and wellness, and environmental and sustainability education. The award is part of a
larger U.S. Department of Education (ED) effort to identify and communicate practices that
result in improved student engagement, academic achievement, graduation rates, and
workforce preparedness, and it reinforces federal efforts to increase energy independence and
economic security.

Sustainable and Climate Ready School Awards - The San Mateo County Office of Education’s
Environmental Literacy and Sustainability (ELSI) Team announced that San Mateo High School
was named one of their Sustainable and Climate Ready Schools (SCRS) Challenge Leaders.
SCRS Challenge Leaders are students, teachers, administrators, and community members who
are driving environmentally sustainable transformation across their school community’s
Campus, Curriculum and Community engagement programs. Additionally, Aragon,
Burlingame, Hillsdale, Mills and San Mateo High Schools were recognized as Standout Award
winners.

@% To learn more about SMUHSD's sustainability efforts, visit: www.smuhsd.org/sustainability
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