
NORWALK-LA MIRADA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS & SUPPORT - IND STUDY / VIRTUAL / STIS MASTER AGREEMENT 

 

     Independent Study                        Short-Term Independent Study 
 

Student Name:     Student #:   Grade:   

Address:    Age:  DOB:   

City:   Zip Code:  Parent Cell #:  

Parent/Guardian Name:  District-Issued Device (Y/N): Y Student Cell #:  

Parent/Guardian Email:  Access to Wifi (Y/N): Y Duration of Agreement:  

 

School of Enrollment:  Start Date:  Ending Date:  

 

Student will be enrolled in the following courses for this Master Agreement 

 
Date Enrolled 

 
Subject/Course 

Credits 

Attempted 

Credits 

Earned 

Date 

Completed 
 

Parent Notified 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

Manner of reporting/location:   Zoom        AEC Huerta  Frequency:  

Day(s): M T   W   Th F Time: 

Method of Study: Virtual Resources: District-issued device/Online Platforms 

 
The Board of Education of the Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School District authorizes any pupil enrolled in elementary school, middle school, secondary school, or continuation 

school to enroll in an Independent Study program. This Independent Study program shall be coordinated and evaluated under the general supervision of a certificated 
employee. Independent Study is an alternative to a regular classroom program of instruction with attention given to the unique needs of students. (BP 5157) 

 

Students are required to meet regularly with their teacher and engage in schoolwork daily. Instances of nonattendance or substandard work could terminate this agreement. 

 

Signature indicates agreement with the terms and appointment schedule of this Master Agreement 
 
             

Student Signature Date Teacher Signature Date 
 

             

Parent/Guardian Signature Date Administrator Signature Date 
 

 
 

 

 
 

07/2025

 x 



A. The major objective for the duration of this agreement is to enable the student to keep current with the following 
grade level studies and Statewide assessment for the period covered by this agreement. 

 
B. This agreement is to enable the student to successfully reach the objectives and complete assignments 

identified in the Assignment and Work-Record Form(s) that will be part of this agreement. With the support of 
the parent, guardian, or caregiver the student will submit assignments on or before their due date. 

 
1. INDEPENDENT STUDY IS AN OPTIONAL ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM THAT IS VOLUNTARY. 

 
2. By entering the Alternative Education Center, the student has not waived any right, and is entitled to all services 

and resources offered at the traditional school of enrollment. 
 

3. The student must be able to work independently on current grade level standards. Students are expected to 
submit original work on all assignments; the use of copied content (plagiarism) or AI-generated responses is 
prohibited. Violations of this policy will result in the reset of the affected assignment or entire class. Continued 
infractions may lead to dismissal from Alternative Education Programs.  

 
4. If the student has an Individual Education Plan (IEP), the IEP must specifically provide for enrollment in 

Independent Study.  
 

5. The student must follow the discipline code and behavior guidelines of the Norwalk-La Mirada Unified School 
District. Any violation of these guidelines or failure to meet school/district requirements could result in dismissal 
from Alternative Education Programs. 

 
6. The student is not allowed on any other campus in this district or any other district without permission from that 

school’s administration.  
 

7. Students are expected to complete assignments daily. Failure to participate in daily assignments and/or failure 
to complete assignments in their entirety will be considered a violation of the Master Agreement. 

 
8. The student will meet with the teacher according to the manner, frequency date, time and location specified. 

Failure to complete assignments will result in an evaluation which will determine whether the program is an 
appropriate placement for the student. Other actions taken for substandard work or missed appointments are 
listed on the attached re-engagement plan.  

 
- 3 days/6-15 assignments missing/incomplete 
- 5 days/10-25 assignments missing/incomplete 
- 10 days/20-50 assignments missing/incomplete 
- 15 days/30-60 assignments missing/incomplete 

 
9. The student is expected to complete 6-15 assignments weekly. Credit, which is based on mastery of learning, 

can only be issued after an activity has successfully been completed and evaluated. Course credit is earned 
only with 100% completion. 

 
10. Attendance in the Independent Study Program is determined by the amount of academic work students are 

completing on a daily and weekly basis. Students who do not consistently complete their assigned work will 
accumulate absences. The attached re-engagement plan outlines the steps that will be taken to communicate 
with students and parents regarding adequate progress if/when absences occur. Students can also receive 
attendance credit for attending in person activities at the Alternative Education Center or the Huerta Community 
Resource Center.  

 
11. The parent/guardian understands that the individual course objectives are consistent with and evaluated in the 

same manner that they would be in the traditional school program. 
 

12. The parent/guardian is aware students will be issued their iPad/Chromebook from the student's school of 
enrollment. 

 
13. The parent/guardian is expected to encourage the completion of weekly assignments and be responsive to 

program instructors, and administrators. Lack of communication regarding student concerns may result in the 
student being dropped from the program. 

 
14. The parent/guardian understands that the supervising teacher, in consultation with the student, will determine 

the time and location of the meetings based on state and local program requirements. 
 

15. Students must be enrolled in the program for a minimum of sixteen (16) school days and students/parents are 
strongly encouraged to work with program staff to determine an appropriate time to transition back to a 
comprehensive program administration. 

 
16. Students enrolled in Short-Term Independent Study must complete all assigned work prior to their return to 

school. Incomplete or partial assignments will result in unexcused absences for the student. All work must be 
completed and assessed by the teacher(s) of record to determine credit for the absences. Students may be 
enrolled in Short-term Independent Study for a maximum of fifteen (15) school days.   

 

17. Independent study is offered to any student impacted by any of the conditions listed in EC Section 46392 within 
10 days of the first day of a school closure or material decrease in attendance. Students who are individuals 
with exceptional needs shall receive the services identified in their individualized education programs and may 
participate in an independent study program. Schools will reopen for in-person instruction as soon as possible 
unless prohibited under the direction of the local or state health officer. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Initials: 

 
 
__________________ 
 
 

__________________ 
 
 

 
 
__________________ 

 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
 
__________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________

Grade Level: 
 



Independent Study Attendance & Reengagement Action Plan  

Assignments are due on the date set by teachers unless a prior exception has been approved by the teacher. Teachers will clarify 
the quality and quantity of work expected for each assignment. Based on the table below, or two consecutively missed appointments 
with the supervising teacher without valid reasons, an evaluation will be made to determine whether Independent Study is an 
appropriate educational strategy for this student. Should it be determined that Independent Study is not an appropriate choice, the 
student may be returned to the comprehensive setting within the district.  

To provide additional support, teachers may schedule 1:1 meetings with students virtually or in-person. In some cases, teachers will 
meet with parents to develop a plan and require students to meet in person a designated number of days during the week.  

In addition to academic assistance, Counseling and Mental Health support is also available to students in-person as well as virtually.   

3 Full Day Absences/6-15 Assignments/Lessons 5 Full Day Absences/10-25 Assignments/Lessons 

Teacher outreach 

Teacher attendance comment 

Phone messenger #1  

 

Teacher outreach 

Teacher attendance comment  

Phone messenger #2 

Absence Letter #1  

Non-Productive referral  

Attendance phone call to parent  

10 Full Day Absences/20-50 Assignments/Lessons 15 Full Day Absences/30-60 Assignments/Lessons 

Teacher outreach 

Teacher attendance comment 

Absence Letter #2 

Attendance phone call to parent 

Phone messenger #3 

Counselor outreach 

Pre-SART Meeting 

SST Meeting (Probationary contract) 

Review Master Agreement w/ Parent/Student  

Teacher outreach 

Teacher attendance comment  

Absence Letter #3 

Attendance phone call to parent  

Phone messenger #4  

Counselor outreach 

SST Meeting Follow-up 

Mental Health outreach 

SART Meeting  

20 Full Day Absences/40-70 Assignments/Lessons >20 Full Day Absences/50-100 Assignments/Lessons 

Teacher outreach 

Teacher attendance comment  

Attendance Letter #4  

Attendance phone call to parent  

Phone messenger #5  

Counselor outreach 

Mental Health outreach 

CAPPS Meeting 

SARB Referral 

Home Visit request  

Teacher outreach 

Teacher attendance comment 

Attendance phone call to parent 

Phone Messenger #6 

Counselor outreach 

Mental Health outreach 

Local Guidance/CAPPS meeting(s) 

SARB Referral 

Home Visit request 

Termination of Master Agreement/Student referred back to school of enrollment 

 
 
 
  

Student Name    Student Signature     Date  
 
 
 

Parent Name    Parent Signature    Date 


