
‭Beginner Band French Horn Syllabus‬

‭Brandon Kofahl - Lake Dallas High School‬
‭Felicia May and Keil Kimmons – Lake Dallas Middle School‬

‭Semester 1, Fall 2025‬

‭Dear Parents and Guardians,‬

‭The Beginning Band class is designed for students with little to no prior experience in playing a band‬
‭instrument. Students will learn fundamental music concepts, instrument technique, and develop the skills‬
‭necessary to perform as part of a group. This class is an introduction to instrumental music, focusing on‬
‭rhythm, pitch, tone quality, and ensemble playing. By the end of the course, students will be prepared to‬
‭progress to more advanced levels of band instruction.‬

‭Contact Information‬

‭●‬ ‭Teacher‬‭: Brandon Kofahl, Felicia May, and Keil Kimmons‬
‭●‬ ‭Email‬‭: bkofahl@ldisd.net, fmay@ldisd.net, and kkimmons@ldisd.net‬
‭●‬ ‭Phone‬‭: MS: 940-497-4037 HS: 940-497-4031‬
‭●‬ ‭Conference Time‬‭: 8:20AM - 9:05AM, Monday–Friday, at High School‬
‭●‬ ‭Best Way to Reach Me‬‭: Email. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.‬

‭Course Objectives:‬

‭By the end of the course, students will be able to:‬

‭1.‬ ‭Demonstrate correct posture and breathing techniques for playing wind instruments.‬

‭2.‬ ‭Play basic rhythms, including quarter notes, half notes, and whole notes.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Read and perform simple music notation in both treble and bass clef.‬

‭4.‬ ‭Identify and perform key signatures, time signatures, and dynamic markings.‬

‭5.‬ ‭Develop ensemble skills by playing in small groups and as a full class.‬

‭6.‬ ‭Understand the basic history of band instruments and their role in music.‬



‭Course Overview‬

‭Weekly Schedule:‬

‭Week 1-2: Instrument Familiarization & Basic Music Theory‬

‭●‬ ‭Introduction to instrument families: parts of instrument, posture, and care‬

‭●‬ ‭Understanding basic music symbols (staff, clef, notes, and rests)‬

‭●‬ ‭Introduction to rhythm: quarter notes and quarter rests.‬

‭●‬ ‭Practice of basic breathing exercises for wind players‬

‭Week 3-4: Learning Fundamental Tone and Basic Notes‬

‭●‬ ‭Master of the Alphabet (precursor to scales)‬

‭●‬ ‭Note reading on the staff (treble and bass clef)‬

‭●‬ ‭Basic rhythm practice: half notes and half rests‬

‭●‬ ‭Introduction to embouchure formation/tone production‬

‭●‬ ‭Fundamental tone production and embouchure formation‬

‭Week 5-6: Articulation & Tone Production‬

‭●‬ ‭Basic rhythm practice: whole notes‬

‭●‬ ‭Focus on tonguing technique for wind instruments‬

‭●‬ ‭Refine tone production and embouchure‬

‭●‬ ‭Playing simple exercises from the method book‬

‭Week 7-8: Simple Songs and Key Signatures‬

‭●‬ ‭Introduction to half scales and arpeggios‬

‭●‬ ‭Play simple 5 note songs (e.g., “Mary Had a Little Lamb”)‬



‭●‬ ‭Basic rhythm practice: whole rests and dotted half notes‬

‭●‬ ‭Introduction to key signatures‬

‭Week 9-10: Performance Preparation and Scales‬

‭●‬ ‭Begin preparing for the Winter Concert‬

‭●‬ ‭Introduction to 2/4 and 3/4‬

‭●‬ ‭Introduce dynamics (p, mp, mf, f)‬

‭Week 11-12: Review and Performance Prep‬

‭●‬ ‭Review of all material learned so far‬

‭●‬ ‭Addition of accidentals and pick up notes‬

‭●‬ ‭Basic rhythm practice: 8th notes‬

‭●‬ ‭Continue with scales and simple tunes‬

‭●‬ ‭Preparation of section songs‬

‭●‬ ‭Introduce crescendo and decrescendo‬

‭Week 13-16: Rhythmic Complexity and Ensemble Awareness‬

‭●‬ ‭Basic rhythm practice: eighth rests, ties, and dotted quarter notes‬

‭●‬ ‭Continue practicing and refining scales‬

‭●‬ ‭Refining concert music with an emphasis on ensemble awareness‬

‭●‬ ‭Introduction to concert etiquette‬

‭Week 17-18: Winter Concert Prep‬

‭●‬ ‭Basic rhythm practice: syncopation‬



‭●‬ ‭Full ensemble rehearsals for the Winter Concert‬

‭●‬ ‭Emphasis on dynamics, phrasing, and articulation‬

‭●‬ ‭Group performance in a concert setting‬

‭Assessments and Grading‬

‭●‬ ‭Daily Participation, Quizzes, and Written Work (40%)‬‭:‬‭Active involvement in class, including correct‬
‭posture, instrument care, and respectful behavior toward peers and the instructor. Weekly or bi-weekly‬
‭quizzes on music theory, note reading, and rhythm exercises.‬

‭●‬ ‭Playing Tests/Performances/Concerts (60%)‬‭: Participation‬‭in group performances (e.g., Winter and‬
‭Spring Concerts).‬

‭Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Alignment:‬

‭The following TEKS standards are incorporated into this Beginning Band class:‬

‭Music: 117.100. (c) Knowledge and Skills‬

‭●‬ ‭(1) Foundations: Music Literacy‬

‭○‬ ‭Students will develop basic skills in reading and interpreting musical notation.‬

‭○‬ ‭They will demonstrate knowledge of rhythm, pitch, and dynamics.‬

‭●‬ ‭(2) Creative Expression: Performance‬

‭○‬ ‭Students will play an instrument with proper technique, posture, and tone production.‬

‭○‬ ‭They will perform simple melodies and rhythms as part of a group ensemble.‬

‭●‬ ‭(3) Historical and Cultural Relevance‬

‭○‬ ‭Students will identify the role of their instrument in different historical and cultural contexts.‬

‭○‬ ‭Students will begin to recognize major genres and styles of music associated with wind and‬
‭percussion instruments.‬



‭●‬ ‭(4) Critical Evaluation and Response‬

‭○‬ ‭Students will listen to and critique performances, offering constructive feedback.‬

‭○‬ ‭They will begin to assess their performance skills and make improvements through practice.‬

‭Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact us with questions.‬

‭Sincerely,‬
‭Brandon Kofahl, Felicia May, Keil Kimmons‬


