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, 2025 

 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
 

Board President Dr. Sean Parsons calls the August 2025 regular board meeting to order at 6:30 
p.m. with the following members present. 

 
Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
 

2025-007     ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

The Athens City School District Board of Education adopts the agenda for the regular meeting of 
July 17, 2025, as presented and amended. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Charity Wilhelm 

 
2025-008    APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the minutes of the Regular Monthly 
Board Meeting held on July 17, 2025. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Dave Hayden 
Paul Grippa 
Rusty Rittenhouse 

Charity Wilhelm 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

“Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommodation for a disabled person 
to be able to participate in this activity.” “No more than a total of thirty (30) minutes 
for public participation is permitted at each regular board meeting. Individuals are welcome to 
speak provided they identify themselves by name and address, give the topic to be discussed and 
limit their presentations to three (3) minutes each.” 

 
A.  Athens Education Association 
B.  AFSCME Local 

 
 
PRESENTATION / BOARD DISCUSSION 
Chad Springer and Camilla Hibbard will present the proposed Athens City School District’s new vision 
statement. 

 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION REPORTS 

 
 

2025-009      TREASURER’S  REPORT  
 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the Treasurer’s Report for April 
2025 as submitted. The report contains the Bank Reconciliation, Fund Report, Monthly Financial 
Report, Monthly Check Summary Report, Cafeteria Report, and Investment Report. 

 
Motion by: 
Second by: 

Discussion: 

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
 
2025-010    PERSONNEL 

 

A. RESIGNATIONS/RETIREMENT—The Athens City School District Board of Education accepts the    
resignation of the following individuals: 

 
  
Resignations: 
 

• Lee Ann Howery, Bus Driver Route 28, effective August 6, 2025. 
• Christina Mayo, Paraprofessional at Athens High School, effective August 15, 2025. 
• Diana Swanson, Paraprofessional at Morrison-Gordon, effective July 22, 2025. 
• Robert Dellinger, Bus Driver, effective August 4, 2025. 

 

 

Retirements: 

 
• Pam Blair, Paraprofessional at Morrison-Gordon, effective May 31, 2026. 
• Mindy Cisneros, 2nd Grade Teacher at Morrison-Gordon Elementary, effective June 1, 2025. 

 
 
B. EMPLOYMENT/CONTRACT RECOMMENDATIONS (pending successful verification of 

certification, college transcripts and experience, completion of criminal records check and other 
state and local requirements for the positions) 

 
1. Administrative Contract – The Athens City School District Board of Education issues an 

administrative contract to the following individuals as listed for the number of years listed. 
 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 
 

2. Renewal of Limited Contracts: The Athens City School Board of Education issues a 
limited teaching contract to the following individuals listed below for a one, two or 
three-year contract per the recommendation as in compliance with the Negotiated 
Agreement between the Athens City School District Board of Education and the 
Athens Education Association for the 2025-2026 school year. 

 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 
 

3. Limited Contracts - The Athens City School District Board of Education issues a one 
(1) year limited contract to the following individual(s) for the 2025-2026 school year: 

 

• Jennifer Blackburn, Acceptance of the ELL Coordinator position, all locations, Master’s, Step 10. 

• Morgan Drake, Acceptance of the School Counselor position at The Plains Intermediate, 
Master’s, Step 10. 

• Kaitlyn Kromer, Acceptance of the 5th Grade Teacher position at The Plains Intermediate, 
Bachelor’s, Step 0. 
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2025-010    PERSONNEL (continued) 

 
 

4. Extended School Year (ESY) Contracts for the 2025-2026 school year to provide services to identified 
students as preapproved by the Director of Special Services. The following teachers are limited to the 
number of minutes outlined on the IEPs they are connected to: 

 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 

 
5. Supplemental Stipend: The Athens City School District Board of Education issues a stipend to the 

following individuals for summer school position(s) for Athens High School and Middle School for a total 
of 32 hours based on the individual’s hourly rate: 

 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
 

6. Supplemental Contracts: Issue supplemental contract(s) based on the salary schedule in effect July 1, 
2025 for the position(s) listed for the 2025-2026 to the following individual(s): 

 
Certified 
 

• Melanie McGrath, Removal of Non-Athletic Supplemental, (FCCLA-to be rescinded) Advisor, 
Athens Middle School (previously on the July 2025 Agenda). 

• Stephanie List, Non-Athletic Supplemental, Science Club Leader, Athens Middle School. 

• Angie Hall, Non-Athletic Supplemental, Building Leadership Team, Athens Middle School. 

• Olivia Pokas, Non-Athletic Supplemental, Principal Advisory Committee, Morrison Gordon. 

• Kyle Lonas, Head Baseball Coach 

• Adam Gonczy, Head High School Track Coach 

• Jacob White, Middle School Football Coach 
 

      Non-certified 
 

• Roger Aden, Girls Head Golf Coach. 

• Tim Galway, Boys Head Golf Coach. 

• Travis Tritipo, Head Softball Coach 

• Katelyn Coey, High School Volleyball Volunteer 

• Removal of Rodney Burgess as Golf Head Coach. 
 
 

7. The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the additional workdays for the following 
individuals at their daily per diem rate: 

 
 

 
8. LPDC Committee for the 2025-2026 academic year 

 

• Nothing to report at this time. 
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2025-010    PERSONNEL (continued) 
 
 

9. Substitute Teacher/Home Instructor for 2025-2026 School Year: The Athens City School District Board of 
Education issues a substitute teacher contract at the Board approved rate of pay on an as needed basis up to 
250 hours to the following: 

 
 

Substitute Teachers 
 

• Courtney Kuhnert (new) 
• Karena Yates (returning) 
• Ian King (new) 
• Jacob Suncire (was a PI, now a Fellow assigned to Heather Sammons) 
• Stacy Mages (returning) 
• Lillian Germaine 
• Linda Milliken (returning) 
• Abigaill Swanson (new) 
• Lena Dunkerley (was a PI, now a Fellow assigned to Lesley Michigan at Morrison-

Gordon Elementary) 
• Nia Ellis (a Fellow assigned to Stephanie Nisley at East Elementary) 

 

 
10. Classified Personnel – The Athens City School District Board of Education in accordance with Article 

VII, Job Postings/Transfer/Assignment and Bidding Procedure approves the following position as listed 
and detailed below (pending successful verification of certification, highly qualified status for 
paraprofessional positions, completion of criminal records check and other state and local 
requirements for these positions): 

 
Administrative Secretarial 
 
Nothing to report at this time. 

 
    Educational Aides/Paraprofessionals 
 

• Rebecca Foughty, accepted a Special Education Paraprofessional position at Morrison-Gordon 
effective August 18, 2025. 

• Elizabeth Blazer (working with Molly and Heidi) 
 

Bus Drivers 
 

• Kayla Schoolcraft (new) 

 

Cafeteria 

 

• Lisa Russell, accepted the Temporary Cook position at Athens High School with a start date of 
August 13, 2025. 
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2025-010    PERSONNEL (continued) 

 

• Erin Sykes, accepted the Server position at The Plains Intermediate with a start date of August 
18, 2025. 

• Diane Stahl, accepted the Cook position at Morrison-Gordon Elementary with a start date of 
August 13, 2025. 

• Rachael Curtis accepted the Server position at Morrison-Gordon Elementary with a start date of 
August 13, 2025. 

• Brianna Monroe accepted the Server position at East with a start date of August 13, 2025. 
• Jonathan Hamill accepted the 2-Hour Server position at Morrrison-Gordon Elementary with a 

start date of August 18, 2025. 
• Kandice Legg accepted the Temporary Cook position at East Elementary with a start date of 

August 18, 2025. 
• Jessica Hart, accepted the Special Education Paraprofessional position at East Elementary with 

a start date of Monday, August 25, 2025. 
• Racheal Curtis accepted the Special Education Paraprofessional position at Morrison-Gordon 

Elementary with a start date of Monday, August 25, 2025. 

 

11.   Substitute Classified Personnel—The Athens City School District Board of       
Education approves the employment of the following personnel for the 2024-2025 
school year on an as needed basis at the Board approved rate of pay for the position 
they are subbing in. 

 
Paraprofessional 
 

• Leslie Liggitt 
• David Saltzman 
• Harley DeVanna (Pending licensure on ODE) 
• Krista Claussen 

 
 

Custodial 
 

Nothing to report at this time. 
 

      Cafeteria 
 

•  Wenefred Clowe 
•  Carla Clark (pending background check) 

 

 

Motion by:  

Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
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2025-011    BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS 

 

 

A.  META SOLUTIONS COOPERATIVE ADVERTISING AND RECEIVING BIDS FOR 
SCHOOL BUS CHASSIS AND BODIES 
 
WHEREAS, the Athens City School District Board of Education wishes to advertise and 
receive bids for the purchase of two (2) - 71 passenger conventional (type) school 
bus(es) and or one (1) – 9-PassengerVan(s) 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Athens City School District Board of Education 
wishes to participate and authorize META Solutions (META) to advertise and receive 
bids on said Board’s behalf as per the specifications submitted for the cooperative purchase  
of two (2) - 71 passenger conventional school bus(es) and one(1) – 9-Passenger Van(s). 

    

B.  APPROVAL OF HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUMS 
 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the Medical Prescription, 

Dental and Vision Insurance Premiums beginning September 1, 2025, through August 
31, 2026. Insurance Premiums September 1, 2025 Rates below are full monthly 
premiums Coverage Single/Family. 
 
P.P.O. Plan Medical  1,258.00 / 2,878.00 

P.P.O. Plan – Rx  420.00 / 972.00 

H.S.A. Med   944.00 / 2,160.00 

H.S.A. - Rx   420.00 / 972.00 

Dental    34.00 / 75.00 

Vision    15.00 / 25.00 

 

C. CAFETERIA PRICES FOR THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the following prices for 
Federal and State reimbursable school lunch and breakfast for the 2025-2026 school 
year. It further authorizes the Food Service Director to adjust non-reimbursable meal 
item prices as determined to be necessary with the approval of the Superintendent. 
 
Grades PK-12 
 
Breakfast    Lunch 
 
Adult: $3.50    Adult: $5.20 
 
*The School District will not charge for Reduced price meals, continuing the program 
adopted last school year, and in compliance with new State of Ohio legislation. 
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2025-011    BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS (continued) 

 
 

D.  APPROVAL OF A 3-YEAR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ATHENS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, COUNTY, AND 
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES, OHIO COUNCIL 8 1846A 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the 3 Year Negotiated 
agreement between the Athens City School District Board of Education and the American 
Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees, Ohio Council 8, Local 1846A effective 
August 1, 2025 through July 31, 2028 as submitted. 
 

 

E. APPROVAL OF A 3YEAR AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE ATHENS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE ATHENS EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the 3 Year Negotiated 
agreement between the Athens City School District Board of Education and the Athens Education 
Association August 1, 2025 through July 31, 2028 as submitted. 

 
 

F. APPROVAL OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND EXEMPT SALARY SCHEDULE AND 
BENEFITS GUIDE 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the updated and 
Administrative and Exempt salary schedule and benefit guide as submitted. 
 

 

G.  APPROVAL OF DONATION FROM OHIO HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the acceptance of a monetary 
donation, in the amount of $1,250, to be used by Athens City School District Athletics as 
needed. 
  

H. APPROVAL OF DONATION OF EXERCISE BIKE FROM OHIO HEALTH 
 
The Athens City School District Board of Education approves the acceptance of the donation of an 
exercise bicycle. 
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2025-011    BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVALS (continued) 

 

I. APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH AMPLIFIRE STRATEGIC 
COMMUNICATION LLC 

 

The Athens City School District Board of Education approves entering into a service agreement with 
Amplifire Strategic Communication LL C to provide communication services to Athens City School 
District. 

 

 

Motion by:  

Second by: 

Discussion:  

Sean Parsons 
Rusty Rittenhouse 
Paul Grippa 
Dave Hayden 
Charity Wilhelm 
 
 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
The Board President declared the Athens City School District Board of Education Regular Meeting of  
August 21, 2025 adjourned at               p.m. 

 
 

_____________________________________           _____________________________________ 

Sean Parsons, Board President                      Jared M. Bunting, Treasurer/CFO  

(No addendum after the Board Authorized Signatures is a valid account of the meeting.
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