5th Grade EXCEL Syllabus
Allison McCowan - Corinth Elementary School
Fall 2025

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome to EXCEL, our Gifted and Talented Program at Corinth Elementary! This syllabus
outlines what your child will learn this semester, and how you can support their success. As
required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is
available for your review. We are excited to partner with you for a great semester!

**ALL GRADE LEVELS are provided with and engaged in accelerated instruction.

***ALL GRADE LEVELS are expected to develop these skills: Deductive Reasoning, Critical
Thinking Skills, Outside the Box Thinking, Engineering Process, Leadership, building and
construction, Growth Mindset, and Self-efficacy.

S5th Grade - FALL 2025

Wildlife Biologists Part 1:
As a wildlife biologist who specializes in the study of bats, the student understands the
important role bats play in the environment. The students also know what a bad reputation they
can have with the general public. It is their job to dispel all the negative myths surrounding this
amazing and helpful creature, including explaining their unique ability to use echolocation to
survive. You must get the public excited about having bats in the neighborhood! In this task
students will act as wildlife biologists working with bats.
e Students will research and create an infographic in order to provide visual representation
of bats in their habitat.
e Students will research and create a multimedia presentation that represents accurate
facts about bats that include diagrams, photos, charts and graphs, and any other media
that will enhance your presentation and keep the audience engaged.

Wildlife Biologists Part 2:
As a wildlife biologist, the student understands the important role bats play in the environment.
It is their job to work as an engineer to design and create bat houses. These bat houses will
help increase the population of bats in the wild.
e Students will research and engineer a blueprint and model of a bat house using
measurements such as perimeter, area, and volume. They will then construct a working
bat house based on their measurements and model.



5 Ingredient Holiday Treat

In teams, students will develop and create a unique and completely original holiday treat that
consists of 5 or less ingredients. The focus will be on creativity, outside the box & flexible
thinking, growth mindset, measurements, budgets, life-skills, grocery shopping, and cooking.
Students will cook/bake/make their treat according to students own instructions and ingredients.
Students will be scored based on originality, taste, texture, and aesthetic of their holiday treat.

4th Grade FALL 2025

Ecologist: Invasive Species

The Ecologist: Invasive Species task provides students with the opportunity to
understand how human activity can change or damage ecosystems and the
environment by releasing pets into the wild.

For their project-based learning, students are ecologists and will independently research
and produce a slideshow that educates the public on invasive species in our area.
Furthermore, given unlimited resources, they will propose solutions for solving the crisis
and damage of invasive species in our area. Finally, they will create and develop a
diorama that showcases an area before and after the introduction of an invasive
species.

Industrial Revolution: Assembly Lines:

In this task, students learn about the Industrial Revolution and the inventions that
changed people’s lives. They classify a series of historical events and developments as
examples of change and/or continuity, evaluate how historical events and developments
were shaped by unique circumstances of time and place, and analyze how historical
contexts shaped and continue to shape people’s perspectives.

Finally, in teams, students will develop a diagram of their idea of the most efficient
assembly that will be used to construct a holiday structure. They will act as the “boss” of
the factory as the holiday structure is built according to the proposed assembly line.



3rd Grade Fall 2025:

Colonial Times:

As historians of our country, students will research and study 1500s-1600s colonial times and the
start of settlements. Historians will compare, contrast, and evaluate the differences and similarities
of the past and present. They will also learn what makes or breaks a settlement and use this
knowledge to develop, create, and build a successful colony. In order to experience food in colonial
times, they will then research colonial bread and how it was made without modern appliances.
Students will then write a recipe and bake colonial bread along with homemade/classmade butter.

2nd Grade Fall 2025:

Solar Energy:

As scientists, students will be exploring and learning about non-renewable and renewable resources
that our Earth provides. They will learn about fossil fuels, how they are made and retrieved, and how
we will run out one day. In order to combat this problem and find solutions, students will learn about
wind, hydro, and more specifically, solar power. They will discover how solar energy works and
develop a real solar oven. They will then develop and create a brochure educating the public on the
benefits of solar energy/power and how to use it to curb the use of non-renewable resources.

Camp Counselor:

This enormous project will continue from late Fall to Spring. Students are Camp
Counselors who are expected to be responsible for 20 young campers and provide
them with a safe and fun experience for a 5 day overnight camp. In this task students
will use advanced addition, subtraction, and multiplication to make sure there is enough
food, activities, materials, and tents for 20 campers. They will learn life skills such as
learning to budget and grocery shop. A detailed itinerary will be developed that keeps
the campers engaged and fed for 24 hours. A blueprint of the campground, all activities,
and necessities will be created and then built using crafts and recyclable materials.
They will also write a song that markets their campground.

1st Grade Fall 2025:

Animal Adaptations: Park Ranger



In this project students will learn that environments are full of different types of plants
and animals that have adapted to their environment. They will explore and learn how
each unique adaptation is expertly designed to help creatures survive in their
ecosystem.

Students will utilize their knowledge and newfound expertise in adaptations to develop a
unique creature that will survive based on the ecosystem provided to them. Using a
diagram, they label each unique part and explain how it helps the creature survivein it's
ecosystem.

Cupcake Baker:

This huge project begins at the end of Fall and continues through Spring. In this project,
students will be taking on the role of a Cupcake Baker and using their knowledge of
addition, subtraction, fractions and measurements in order to bake cupcakes
independently. Throughout this project, students are learning more about higher level
math, financial literacy, budgeting, as well as life skills. Furthermore, students are
engaging with analog and digital time and displaying and answering questions about a
pictograph.

For the finale of this project, students must research ingredients in cupcakes and icings,
create a spreadsheet of ingredients, and use online grocery websites to find the costs of
each ingredient and finally, the cost of the whole bill. They will then independently make
and create their own batch of cupcakes using the cooking and math skills they have
learned!

Thank you!,
Allison McCowan “Mac”
amccowan@ldisd.net
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TBD in
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PBIS:
Use of positive reinforcement, high expectations, structure, routine, and consistency.

Leader in Me:
The 7 Habits is integrated into all activities, all interactions, and all experiences. Leader
in Me habits are the essence of life in our GT program.



